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PREFACE. 



IJ N 1 86 1 was published in qiiartn 
the first volume of "The Life and 
' lyp'^graphy of William Caxtou, 
England's First Printer, with evi- 
dence of his typographical con- 
nection with Colard Mansion the 
er at Bruges, Compiled from original Bources 
"^illiam Blades ; " the second volume appearing 

;63. 

1877, the year of the Caxton Celebration, a 
msed edition of the quarto work was issued 
le volume octavo by Messrs. Triibner & Co. 
lis some alterations and additions rendered 
isary by recent discoveries were incorporated. 
8 same publishers now offer a revised reprint, 
.ining all the matter and all the plat&s of the 
0H8 octavo issue, with the addition of remarks 



upon the meaning and origin of Caxton'a Device, 
and upon his system of punctuation. 

A real study of our early printed books brings 
with it the knowledge, more or less, of all the arts 
aud sciences generally taught in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries. In this lies one of its chief 
attractions to tlie bibliographer. The invention of 
printing gave new life to all branches of knowledge, 
and if we thoughtfully consider the wonderful effects 
which have proceeded from it— effects far more 
important to mankind than even the discovery of 
steam power, electric power, or any other invention 
— we shall surely feel deeply interested in all that 
concerna its introduction and spread in our own 
country. 
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BIRTHPLACE AND PARENTAGE. 

WAS born and lemed mjn englissh iu 
Knnte in the weeld where I doubts not is 
spoken ua brode and rude engliash as is iu 
ony place of englond." Thus bpiefly does 
William Caxton record tho place of his 
Lirth and early years, and notwithstand- 
ing prolonged and careful research nothing 
an'tx' precise has been ascertained. 

The name of "weald," rendered by Halliwell "forest," or 
' wow.iy country," betokens the nature of tho district, which at 
live ttine of the Conquest, and for centuries after, was covered 
Tltfa dense woods where thousands of wild hogs roaniod and 
fattened. This extensive tract of country had no legaUy defined 
liODDilaries, and one can easily understand how Lambarde, the 
Kftntish historian, was ao puzzled when he attempted to describe 
it, th&t he declared it easier to deny altogether the existence of 
tike Weald tJiaa to define its boundaries with any accuracy. An 
ijiproxiniate i.iea of its geographical position may be gained by 
obHrving that a traveller, starting from Edeubridge, and journey- 
ine through Tunbridge, Harden, Biddenden, and Tentenlen to 
tlie Bomoey marshes, would pass through its centre. 

A century before Caxton'a birth a great change had com- 
aienced in the Weald of Kent. Hitherto the wool for which 
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England was (amfFus had been purchased hy merchants and 
tarried over krJTanders, for the purpose of being made into 
cloth, whiclr'*aa brought back for sale in England. Edward 
III, Btruob'bj the wealth and power which accrued to Flanders 
from thft-ejottl manufacture eatablished there, determined to 

I the expertiijent of establishing a factory in England. 

The-'yj'dald, covered as it then was with forests, was of Uttfa 
vahie_a8 land ; and hitlier, aided in his design by the sanguinary 
feuds tit that time raging among the trade guOds of the Low 
pijufrtries, the King induced about eighty respectable Flemlsl; 
.'fefflilies to migrate and carry on the manufacture of cloth 
L *tte country which produced the wool. Esempt from taxatiraii 

k|, y^-.J^ind favoured by the royal patronage and many special privUegei 
K - /JT,'.'- .* the colony throve and grew rapidly. The Flemish settlera sooi 
P .J\^ ' became naturalised, and increased in wealth and influence yea 
hy year ; so that in the fifteenth century " their trade was o 
great importance, and exercised by persons who possessed mofl 
of the landed property in the weald." Thus writes Hasted ii 
1778, and adds, " Insomuch that almost all the antient familie 
I of these parts, now of large estates, are sprung from ancestor 

' who have used this staple manufacture." 

We read Caston's narrative of his birth in a new light, when 
we hear in mind that the inhabitants of the Weald had a strODf 
admixture of Flemish blood in their best families, and that clotl 
was their chief and, probably, only manufacture. We under 
stand why the Kentish dialect was bo broad and rude, and w( 
enter more heartily into the amusing anecdote in Caxton'i 
preface to the " Eneyilos," where he tells of the good wife o 
Kent who knew what the Flemish word " eyren " meant, btt 
understood not the English word " egga." " Certayn ni» 
chaunts," says Caston, " were in a ship in tamyse for to havi 
ssyled over the see into zelande, and for lacke of wynde tlia 
taryed atte forlond , and wonte to lande for to refreehe then 
And one of theym named sheffelde a mercer cam in to an how 
and axed for mete . and specyaliy he axed after eggys And 
good wyf answerde . tiiat she coude speke no frenshe. And 
marchaunt was angry . for he also conde speke no frenshe . 
wolde have hadde eggefl, and she understods hym not, J 
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tlRTHPLACB ASD PARESTACE. 3 

l^ft fiotlier ittyd that he woldo have uttrr, than th(> 
S tlmt she ntHleratod faym wel." I)r. I't>^*e, in liii 
t of Kentidsma," gives " rimn " as the equivalunt of 
the Kantiah dialect of old EiJ|{liHh ; iim] in any Dutch 
may be read : Eie, an egg ; pL «yniii. 
hen, in eoiue nml homestca<l, Rurniiinded by [im|>ta 
I Eni^tish " not to be andentondeii," wiw Ca»t-in bora 
kistomns, ansione to loualiw; tin- bunviir of having 
) famous a man, daitn the ancient mauor of 
r Haillow, in tii<^ Weald of Kent, s« the orijtinal 
n family. In the (IfUM-'uth wntufy the mime 
■ nenally pronoouced Caiaion or C'oiutoii, ibe letter 
a brood »>und, and the u being fre<|uently inwrted 
Nnnicrous uiatanMa are Rivuii in tlie " Arcfaff<oluKia 
' Vol V, of nawea of Kpntiah lowna Laving Ihia 
nnnciation. Thus Francklyn occurs in old doodn as 
11 ; Mailing as Mauling, and Wanting lu WnTintin;;. 
■B I and X were often interchanged, and bo C'axton 
Itnuiulrr fur AUxntidrr, while to luk u\i\«^s.k in the 
ooi " ns to axe. We may further noU^ that Ciufim, 
idgeeixire, is apflit in old docuinentM, Cuiwlim, nnd, 
cords of the Mercers' Company, a certain Tbonias 
ppcsrs as one of the liverymen ajtpointed to welconio 
'Onl IV on bis entry into Loudon, and is iuimedtatuJy 
^SB Thomas Cawston. Many years befuro CajiLon's 
inor of Caustous bad been alienated from the 
^, by whom it Iiad long been held ; and olthougb 
I may bave remained in the neigh bourhuod, tlie 
t branch appears to have taken root in Es.sex, 
ted the name of the old Kentish hundred for 
idence ; for among the wills now preserved at 
Houee is that of Johannes Cawslon, of Hadlow 
ex, dated 149a Nothing, however, of interest can 
1 from it. 

erefoie conclude that William Caston probably de- 
'rom the old stock of the Cauetons, who owned the 
Caustons, near Hadlow, in the Weald of Kent, The 
t strong, but yet there is no other locality in 




©©0 



WILLIAM CAXTON. 

the Weald in wliidi can "be traced tlie slightest connection, 
either verbal or otherwise, with the family. 

Caston'e pedigree ia qiute unknown, no trace of any of his 
relatives, except a married daughter, having been discovered. 
The "William Caxton" who was buried in 1478, in the church 
of Bt. Margaret, Westminster, is asserted by some biographers 
to have heen the father of our printer. This may he possible ; 
but no relationship can be assumed from mere identity of 
name, for Caitons, Caustons, or Cauxtons are, to be found in 
many parts of England during 
the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries. William de Caxtone 
owned a house is the parish of 
St. Mary Abchurch, London, in 
131 1 : & man of the sanje name 
paid his tax to the City authori- 
ties in 1441 : and there was a 
family of Caxtons famous for 
centuries as merchants at Nor- 
wich, who used as their trade-mark three Cakes and a Tun. 
The will of Kobert Caston, alias Causton, is preserved at 
Canterbury ; and at Sandwich, Tuiford, Newark, Beckenham, 
Westerham, and frequently in the early records of London does 
the name appear. The will of John Caxton, of Canterbury, 
likewise still exists : he was " of the pariah of St. Alphage, 
Mercer," and left to the church some wooden " doskys," upon 
which the following device may still be seen. 




k. 




When was C&xtun bora) To thia question t 
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BIRTHPLACE AND PARENTAGE. j 

answer can be given, for the date of hia apprenticeship 
ttmately been preserved in the records of the MercMs' 
ly. It has generally been assumed that 1413 was the 

his birth, upon the sole ground tliat Coxton himself 
ned, in 147 1, that he was growing old and weak, from 
Lhe inference haa been drawn that he must then have 

leaat sixty years. That this date, however, must b« 
3d is proved by the following extrat^t from tlie earliest 

of tlie "Wardens' Accounts" in the Archives of the 
i' Company. The entry occurs in a list of fees for the 
; and enrolment of apprentices " pur Ian deunt paa«e 
sauoir des Feat de Saynt John Bap** Ian xvj du Roy 
isme ; " that is, " for the year la«t passed tliat is to say 
le Feast of St, John Ilaptist in the i6th year of King 
VT [June 94, 1438]," and is hterally as follows : — 



I 



Hltem 



Entrea dea Appntjc^rs. 
Jabn large, { \en appTiti'ceH de 

WmW CftHBton, [ Robert Large 



have here recorded the interesting fact that in 1438 

was apprenticed to Robert l.arge. It is the lirt>t 

s date in his life with which we are acquainted, and 

us a starting-point from which can be reckoned, with 
egree of certainty, the date of his birth. 

age of twenty-one has always been considered as the 
when a man arrives at his lei/ai majority; but in the 
h century there was also what may be termed the dvie 
y, which was not attained until three years later. This 

prevailed to the end of the seventeenth century; for 
3 aa Act of Common Council was passed enjoining the 
ierlaiu to ascertain that every candidate for admission to 
edom of the City had "reached the full age of twenty- 

The phrase " quousque ad etateTO suam xxiiij annoi 
erit," so commoidy found in old wills, refers to this 
L J and in view of it the indenture of an apprentice ■ 

BO drawn that on the commenceuient of his twenty-fifth 
e might iseicp from his apprenticeship. This necessarily 
a coneiderable variation in the length of servitude, which 
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6 WILLIAM CAXTON. 

ranged according to the age of the youth, from seven years, 
the shortest term, to fourteen yeais. In the Archives ot the 
Corporation of London (Lib. Dunthorne, 398^) is recoided a 
case brought before the Court of Aldermen in the year 1451. 
William Sky dm ore waa apprenticed to Thomas Falkener, 
Citizen and Mercer, of London, for the term of fottrteen years ; 
but Thomas Falkener having died, and the vidow being unable 
to instruct Skydmore in his tiade, and moreover keeping him 
badly clothed and worse fed, he appealed to the Court to 
dischai^ him from his apprenticeship. To this request, after 
inquiry, the Court acceded. 

Taking the "entries" and "issues" in the Mercers' records 
as a guide, ten yeara appears to have been the term most usual 
in the fifteenth century; but if ve calculate bis servitude to 
have lasted but seven years, Caxton could not have been more 
than seventeen years of age when apprenticed, and would there- 
fore have been bom not later than the year 1431. That he 
was not much younger is evident from the position he had 
gained for himself at Bruges only eleven years after he entered 
his apprenticeship, when he waa accepted as surety for a sum 
equal to ^^1500 at the present day; so that we cannot be far 
wrong if we assume 1422-3 as the date of his birth. 






CHAPTER ri. 

AN APPRENTICESHIP. 

AXTON tells ua, in his prologue to "Charles 
the Great," that, previously to hia appren-l 
tieeship, be had been to Boliool, but whether j 
in Kent or in London he does not Bay, F 
He only thanka hia parents for their kind'l 
foresight in giving him a good educotion, * 
hy which he was enabled in after years to ' 
living. No other particulars of his early history 
known, we will pass at once to the year 1438, and imagine 
him, fresh from the Weald, already installed in the household 
of A]derman Large, and duly invested with all the rights and 
privileges of a London apprentice. 

When wo remember how many of these apprentices were 
yonng men about four-and-twcnty yeara of age, we can readily J 
believe that very strict rules were required to keep them within I 
bounds, and that when they did break loose it was sometimes 
beyond the combined power of all the city authorities to rostraiii 
them. The Evil May Day, as it was called, in 1517, when the 
apprentices rose i^inst the foreigners, especially the French, 
and, notwithstanding the efforts of the Lord Mayor and alder- 
men, ravaged the City, burning houses and killing many persons, 
U recorded by the old chroniclers. The day was long remom- 
bered by the masters with fear, and by the apprentices with 
pride — although twelve of the latter ignominiously perished by 
tlio hands of the bangmaa after the auppreaaion of the riot by 
the King's troops. 
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8 Wll^UAM CAXTON. 

I The master's duties to hia apprentice were to feed him, cloth 
I him, and teach him well and truly his art and craft. FaiUi 
the fulfilment of these duties, tlie apprentice could, on tin 
plaint and proof shown before the Court of Aldermen, haw 1 
indentures cancelled, or be turned over to another master. C 
the other Eide, the apprentice made oath to serve his maste 
well and truly, to keep all his secrets, to use no trafiie o 
own account, and to obey all lawful commands. 

The Ix>ndon merchants of those days were very exclusiva 
in their reception of apprentices, and perhaps none of them 
more so than the Mercers, who took precedence of all the Ci^ 
companies. The leading men of the great companies, aa wa« 
natural, apprenticed theii eons to one another, and thus tiie 
family names of Caxton's fellow-apprentices are the names alsa 
of the wardens, and the most substantial citizens of the period. 
The family name of " Caxton " does not, indeed, figure among: 
those of the City magnates, hut William Caxton'a admission to 
the household of one of London's most eminent merchants, and 
his being apprenticed at the same time as his master's son, gO' 
far to prove the family to have been well connected. In one 
case only does there seem a probability of relationship. Tha. 
records of the Mercers' Company contain many notices of tiia 
"entries" and "issues" of apprentices, and in 1447 it i 
corded that one Richard Caxton finished his term of servitado 
with John Harrowe, whose son was one of the apprentici 
Robert Largo at the same time as "William Caxton. Large and 
Harrowe were fellow Mercers, and evidently on friendly terms, 
so that it is probable the two young Caxtons were of the some 
famiiy. 

Robert Large, Caxton's master, was one of the richest and 
most influential merchants in the City. He was a Mercer, and 
the son of a Mercer, and a native of the City of London. 
1430 he filled the office of Sheriff, and in 1439-40 that of Lord 
Mayor. The Mercers' Company was then, as now, the oldest 
chartered company in existence, and among its members wen 
comprised the merchants of highest standing in the City, It 
paid more money to the king's revenue, sent to a "riding" 
more well-mounted men, spent larger sums on its "liveries," 
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■g from its ranks more atierilTs and innynn than any ^^M 
Bnompanies besides, large waa clectL-il " Oardcin " ^H 
term for Woiden) in 1427, and appears to hnvo mad« ^H 
very popular, if we may jud)^ from tho unusual ox- ^^ 
{ on the Lord Mayor's Day when he succeedcU to the ^H 
y. Carriogea not having yet come into use, the pro- 
.0 WestmioElet was on borwback, the Meicora on that 
riding in new robes, preceded by eixteen trumpetera, , 

silver trumpets purchased for the occasion. A few 
a who absented themselves were heavily fined. 
ousB in which Alderman Large resided no doubt prc- 
great contrast to Caxtou's home in the Weald. It 
the north end of the Old Jewry, and appears to have 
ery ancient and extensive mansion. Stow, writing in 
res a curious account of its vicissitudes, and sums up 
y thus : — " sometime a Jews' Synagogue, smce a bouse 
then a nobleman's house, after that a merchant's house, 
mayoralties have been kept, but now a wine lavem." 
jided there unti] his death. 

ousehold of which Caxton had become a member con- 
at least eighteen persons, exclusive of domestic servants 
nan Robert Large and his second wife Johanna ; foar 
ibert, Thomas, Kichard, and John, all under age (14 
je last being bound apprentice at the same time as 
two daughters, Alice and Elizabeth, both under age 
■s) ; two " servants," or men who had served their 
::esbip, and eight apprentices. Large did not long 
hia mayoralty. His will is dated April nth, 1441, 
died on the 34th of the same month. He was buried 
lave's. Old Jewry, in the same grave as his fir.'ft wife 
li, and their monument, with the following inscri|)tion, 
in the time of Stow : — '* Uic requiescat in Gratia et 
rdia Dei, Robbrtds Larog, quondam Mercerus et Maior 
vitatiB." A copy of Large's will is preserved in the 
1 Eegisti^ of the Court of Probate at Somerset House. 
we ieam that he owned the manor of Ilorham, in Essex, 
t he left various sums to the parish churches of Shake- 
deetre, and Overton, where some of his relatives were 
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hmheimiwaataia^ to find Aai la^e hai 
B witk Ckstso^ BitiTe eoaalf; tat althoa^ 

1 1m ilk iiiil, ft ■ iiBMiliMe thftt two QJ 

vlwdKcBtidi BBBin,CaxtoD t 
merely ■aottCT fcon cf Cansfam, • wiaot aear Hadlow, and thi 
htmdied of Strete bang KpRatated 1^ CkxIdb's fellow-appie& 
tice, Buidolpti Smet^ He left Efacnl iKquests to his puidi 
church of St OUtcv (Kd Jewiy, Bad tot leligioos pnrposcs 
geoemlly, as well as ansidHable sbbj Sk the cnmpletioii of ft 
new aqaedact Uien in eoaa» of «omxbtmE&m, for the repair of 
London Eridge, for ckaunng the walerDoans of Walbrook, for 
maiiiage portions of poor giils, for nlief of domestic Berrsnte, 
and for the nse of Tariooa hcejatab at London, among' which 
inaj be noticed " Bedleem," Kshope^ta Without, St. ThomM 
of Sonthwarb, and the Leper Houses «t " Hakene^-Ies-lokea.' 
Among the many beqnests in l^arge's will, the following an 
worthy of notice as showing the names and approximate agM 
of Caxton's feilow apprentices, of whom he appears, both by the 
order in which he is mentioned, and by the dates in the Meicen! 
records, to have been the youngest 

Richard Bonyfannt (issued 1440). ..50 marks. 

Henry Okmautoa (entered 1434). ..50 pounds. 

Robert Codes ( )...3o marks. 

Christopher Heton (issued 1443). ..10 ponnda. 

William Caston (entered 1437). .,ao marks. 

Besides the above there were Randolph Streete, who ieaued 
in the same year as that in which Caxton was bound, Thonuw 
Tleche, who issued in 1 440, and John Harrowe, who issued ii 
1443. These are all entered in the Mercers' books as " appfitica 
de Kob* Large." 

Before proceeding with the account of Caxton, wa may hert 
briefly state what is known of the subsequent history of tlu 
family in which he lived Mistress Large (whose son Riohaid 
Tumat, by her first husband, is mentioned in Large's will) wai 
now again a widow, with a large fgrtune of her own and thi 
care of two stepaona, each of whom was also well provided for. 
Har uuond bereavement appears for a time to have affected ' 
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most deeply. Over the body of her deceased husband she thus 

solemnly and publicly vowed to devote the remainder of her 

days to charity and chastity : — '' I, Johanna, that was sometime 

the wife of Robert Large, make mine avow to God and the 

high blissful Trinity, to our Lady Saint Mary, and to all the 

Uissfal company of Heaven, to live in chastity and cleanness of 

my body from this time forward as long as my life lasteth, and 

never to take other spouse but only Christ Jesu." At the same 

time a ring was placed upon her wedding finger, and a coarse 

blown veil thrown over her by the priest Her celibacy was 

not^ however, of long duration, as in about three years she 

married for the third time, as we learn from the following quaint 

entry in the second edition of Stow's "Survey of London." 

Writing of John Gedney, Lord Mayor in 1427, he says, "This 

Godnay in the yeare 1444 wedded the widdow of Robert Large 

late Maior, which widdow had taken the Mantell and ring, and 

the vow to liue chast to God tearme of her life, for the breach 

whereof, the marriage done they were troubled by the Church, 

and put to penance, both he and she." 

All the children mentioned by Large in his will were by 
Elizabeth, his first wife. Robert and Thomas did not long 
survive their father; John died soon after the expiration of 
lus apprenticeship, which, as we have seen, was contempo- 
raneous with that of Caxton, and his name, accordingly, does 
not occur in Large's will. Richard, the sole survivor, suc- 
ceeded, as was his father's wish, to all the property devised to 
his two elder brothers, and his claims were allowed by the 
Court of Aldermen on his " attaining his age of 24 years " in 
the year 1444. Large's daughter Alice does not appear to 
have claimed her patrimony on arriving at her majority ; she 
therefore, in all probability, died previously; but Elizabeth 
married soon after her father's death, and her husband, Thomas 
Eyre, son of the Lord Mayor, received her dowry in 1446. 

The three years which Caxton passed as apprentice with 
Laige were very eventful, and, as it was during this period 
that he must have received his most vivid impressions of life, 
it may not be amiss to take a rapid glance at a few of the 
events which agitated the minds of the people. Caxton, no 
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douhi, WBB witneaa of the great jousts in Smithfield in 143S 
which lasted three weeks, and are so graphically described i 
one of the Lansdowne ManUBcripts in the British Museum 
(No. 285), and his intenae love for knightly sports may havo 
there been first developed. But though sights of knighta s 
tournaments were to be seen for nothing, common bread waa 
very dear, and many deaths from starvation occurred ia t 
same year. An old chronicle tells us that, "Men ate 1 
bread and barly, and bred mad of henes, peses, and fetches t 
and wel were hym that myghta haue jnowe thereof." In hia 
own additions to the " Polycronicon " Caston is more 
uanally minute in his record of the events which occorred 
during the time of his apprenticeship. Speaking of this year, 
he recounts that " Come was soo skarce that in some place! 
poure peple made hem brede of fern rotes." This makes one 
cease to wonder at tumults and rebellion, and possibly aoniB 
chord of pity was struck in Caxton's breast when certain mett 
from his native county of Kent, called " Risers," were beheaded^ 
and the heads of five of them were stuck on poles and left 
to rot over the southern gateway of London Bridge, In 1439 
Largo was elected Mayor, and at his "riding" to Westminstei 
and back, all his apprentices no doubt assisted to swell the 
shout in honour of their master, and to drink the wine whicb 
flowed freely from the conduits. But ere that year was e 
ft ead spectacle was seen on Tower Hill, when Richard Wyoh^ 
Vicar of Depttord, an old man of eighty years of age, 
burnt for Lollnrdism. An old chronicler, at the end of hii 
account of this mattyrdom, adds, " for the which Sir Riohaid 
was made grete mone among the comyn peple ; " and well they 
might moan, for hia love and charity had won for him t' 
Gtrongeat affection among the poor. He was lirst degraded 
" at Powly's," and then taken away to Tower Hill, where 1: 
was roasted alive over a slow fire. The excitement among thq 
people was intense, and on the night of thia event all thi 
watches throughout the city were doubled, so great were tb 
fears entertained of a general rising. The impression taaii 
on the mind of Caxton by this event may be gathered froi 
his own relation : — " Thia yere Syr Rychard wiche, vycaxj a 
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1 yaaa degratetl of bis pryathode, at powlys, aiid 
« hylic 03 for on heretyk on saynt liotolphus day, 
i deth, he deyde a good cryet^n man, whorefote 
e moche people cam to the place where he kaddu 
, and otTryd and made a heepe of stonns, uiid evtto 
rsse of tree, and bcUe hym for a saynt till the mayer 
tves, by commaucdemeDt of the kynge and bisshops 
1 it, and made there a donghyll." Another grievous 
ipeara, in the following year, to have excited the com- 
of onr young apprentice. On three alternate days 
Chobham, the beautiful wife of Duke Humphrey, was 
m the banks of the Tbames, and, accompanied by the 
iheriffs, and guilds of the city, ^-alked to SL I'aul's 
id, clad in a white sheet, and holding a taper, as 
:e for her presumed sorceriea with tbo witch of Eye. 
[laa narrated this at unusual length. There were groat 
ants again this year in the Tower, as well as a despe- 
it between the citizens and a body of courtiers, for 
IS former, although first invaded and then attacked, 
ivily fined by the king. The old chronicler doscribea 
as " a great debat* by the night time, where through 

bows there were many hurt foul and slain." But the 
ent of this period, considered in its bearing upon 

dostiny, was the conduaiou of a tbrec years' peace 

England and Flandera. Thia, coupled with the ter- 
I of the war which had raged f urioualj between Holland 
land and Hamburgh, was probably a material cause in 
ling Caxton's departure from England. 
3 not know what were the exact duties which devolved 
xton during his apprenticeship ; but as an assistant to 
tbo had extensive connections, and was doubtless in 

correspondence with Bruges, the great centre of English 
£ abroad, he must have obtained considerable insight 
customs of foreign trade, and become pei'sonally known 
■ Flemish merchants, who, when in London, would pro- 
ly in Large's house. 

anat not forget that Caston was not released from his 
res hy the death of his master. If he wished to con- 
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timie his career as a merchant, whether in England c 
lie was obliged to serve out his apprenticeship; and thatH 
80 WB gather from hia admission in after years to the liveiy 
the Mercers' Company. Executors were hound lo provide 
apprentices of a deceased trader with a, new home ; and it wi>iild 
seem that the original master might appoint a new master by 
hia will, or of his own accord assign the apprentice during his 
lifetime, without making the apprentice himself a party to tba 
assignment. So far aa we know, Large made no arrangement 
of this kind ; and it appears probable that the usual course o£ 
providing a new master for the bereaved apprentice was adopted 
by the executors in Gaston's case. Moreover, it v 
common for young men in his position to be sent to BOine 
foreign town to obtain experience in trade. Wlieeler save, 
"The Merciiants Adventurers send their yong men, soones, and 
servantes or apprentices, who for the most parte are Gentlamena 
aonnea, to the Marts Townes beyonde the seas, there to 1 
good facions and knowledge in trade." "Whether Caston lofl 
England by his own desire, or at the instance of liis new master^ 
or by the invitation of a foreign friend, is unknown ; but tha\ 
he took up his abode in the Low Countries, and probably a 
Bruges, in 1441, the year in which hia first master died, i 
gather from his own words in the prologue to "The RecuyeH,*^ 
where he states that he had then, in 1471, been abroad J 
thirty years. Thither probably he carried with him i 
than ijio twenty marks (equal to about ^£150 at the preaeol 
day) bequeathed to him by Alderman Large. 




CHAPTER III. 
Haxton abroad. 

SHE City of Bruges had long Iicen not only 
the seat of goverument of the Dukes of 

Burgundy, but also the nelropolis of trade 
for all the neiglibouring countries. Thithoi' 
resorted ID ercli ants from nil pnrts of Europe, 
certAin of finding there the heet market 
for their wares. English trndere cs[>ecially 
^Ting been greatly favoured by Philip the Good, 
1 almost from a child brought up in the Court of 
a who in 1446 gave great privileges to the Merchant 
he name of Thp Englimh Nation, by which 
r after commonly known in foreign parte, 
e the Duke's dominions indebted to the trade in 
Ml vith England, that Philip the Good, when he 
1 1419 a new Order of Knighthood, adopted for tta 
" The Golden Fleece." The " Athonwum " foe 
1863, gives a curious account of the choice of 
"Philip, wearied with Bnggestions for the name 
E his new Order, at last said it might be named in 
Btence to the aeason of the year in which the matter 
discussed. That season included the months of July, 
September, October, and Jfovember. As the initial 
those months (the same in French and Dutch ae in 
niade the word Jaaoit, the name of the Hero of the 
Fleece, the conclusion was hilariously arrived at that 
Order should he named accordingly." 
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Caxton. issued out of his apprenticeship about 1446, and ^ 
came a freeman of his guild, though, as this happened abroad, B 
notice of it oceura in the Company's hooks. It would appea 
that he immediately entered into business on his own account, 
and that he prospered, for in 1430 we find him in 1 
so far successful as to be thought Bufflcient security for th< 
sum of j^iio sterling, more than equal to ^1500 now, Thii 
appears from the following curious law proceedings preserved ii 
the Archives of the City of Bruges. William Craes, an Engli&b 
merchant, in the year r45o, sued in the Town Hall of Brugea 
before the burgomasters, merchants, and councillors of the city, 
John Selle and William Caxtoa, both English merchants, foB 
a sum of money. William Craes deposed that John Granton, 
of the Staple at Calais, was indebted to bim in the ^ 
^rio sterling, for which the said John Selle and William 
CaKton bad become sureties, and that the said John Granton 
liaving departed from the city without payment made, he, tiiia 
said Craes, had caused his sureties to be arrested. The dfr 
fendanta admitted that they were the sureties for John Gmnton, 
hut pleaded that as Granton was very rich, complainant should 
wait and look to him for payment, if indeed the money be 
not been already paid. Judgment was given by Roeland t 
VoB and Gueraid le Groote in favour of the complainant, ti 
defendants having to give security for the sum demanded, bi 
it was also decreed that if John Granton on his return to Bniga 
should prove payment previously to his departure, the c 
plainant should then pay a fine double in amount to that of tin 
earn claimed. 

We ieara from tlieir records that the Mercers were, at thii 
period, engaged in a considerable trade with the Low Countries 
but this soon after received a check from un edict of the Duk( 
of Burgundy which prohibited the importation of all EngUd 
cloths. The item in the Mercers' accounts — "To Richard I 
for bearing of a letter over the sea, 6» &d" — probably refers b 
this, although from the small sum paid in comparison will 
several similar entries, it may be inferred that he was not 1 
special messenger, but that he took charge of the letter, havin 
to go to Bruges on his own account. 
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) when Caston was nJmitted to the freedom of hi* 
toes not appear, but it waa donbtleas ahortly after 
led from his apprenticeship. It must have occurred 
\, for in that ycat he made a joumoy from Bruf^s 
accompanied by Richaert Burgh and KamonO Redo- 
in ail three were admitted to the Livery of the 
mpany, a privilege to which the admisaion to the 
B a necessary step. Like Caxton, Bur^^h and R«de- 
probably English traders settled at Bruges : Rede- 
most Ukely a relative of the W. Rodeknapo of 
10 appears farther on as a merchant trading with 
we have already noticed Burgh as the bearer of a 
it city, We may likewise remark tliat the usnal 
taking up the livery seem to have been remitted, 
ntry in the volume of accounts being erased by 
Che Mercers' accounts of the same year show 
jsnding two letters to the Duchess of Burgundy, 
t above trading in cloth on her own account, with 
irivilege from her brother, Edward IV, of being 
flie payment of import and export duties. In 
y Folding, Mercer, was mayor, and the names of 
ton, Ric. Burgh, Thos. Btyce, and William Bratt 
;d with fines of jsi ^d. each for not attending at 
ils fautent de chiuachier ouesque le mair). 
^h merchant residing in Bruges, Caxton would 
Lfobject to the laws and regulations of the 
■tny called the Merchant ArvENTDRBtts, whose 
nOntroI over all English and Scotch traders in 
in foreign trade was then carried on by means 
ilds. These associations, which occupy a promi- 
in the early history of European commerce, had 
a common place of residence, and were governed 
lartera granted on one side by the government of 
itry, and on the otlier aide by the government of 
I which they had settled. They appear to have 
a common necessity. The trader in a foreign 
ways an object of suspicion to the inhabitants, 
i himself restricted by its laws as to the articles 
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he should buy or sell, and to ilie prices he ehould give ( 
receive. These laws being frequently unjust and eubveraive of 
all legitimate trade, bcBideB being often Btrained to the great 
injury of individuals, it was found expedient for all traders i 
foreign lands to unite, and by combined action to secure thaf 
recognition of their rights which the individual could noj 
obtain. Hence arose the Association of Merchant A dventurertf 
which consisted of English merchants, who ventured thej: 
goods in foreign markets. The Mercers, whose foreign trade fa 
exceeded that of a]l other Companies, appear to have originate 
this Association in the thirteenth century, under the name < 
the Guild or Fraternity of St. Thomns-4-Becliet, and to havi 
retained the principal management of its affairs until thei 
disconnection in the sixteenth century. Although Gro 
Drapers, Fishmongers, and several other trade guilds yielde( 
their quota of members, and added their influence whei 
support was needed, yet there were more Mercers among tb 
Merchant Adventurers than liverymen of any other company 
the meetings of the Association at their headquarters i 
London were held in Mercers' Hall, and their transacttoit 
entered in the same minute-book with those of the Merce« 
Company itself untd 1526, when they became entirely indt 
pendent, although the last link was not severed until t~ 
Great Fire of London in 1666 destroyed the office which t 
Merchant Adventurers held of the Mercers under their Hall 
It appears, however, from the records of the Founders' Com 
pany, that the Merchant Adventurers became their tenanl 
in 1565; that the Founders borrowed a large sum of moi 
from them, for which, in 1647, ;^2oo was paid for intero 
and that in 16S3 the Founders leased the Sising Koom and ti 
Gown Eoom of their new Hall in Lothbury to the Merch« 
Adventurers for^i6 per annum- Several charters were grant) 
by English kings to the " Adventurers " in various parta i 
Europe for their internal government. In 1407, Henry 1 
granted authority to tlic English merchants in Holland, Flai 
ders, Prussia, and other States, to assemble and elect govemoi 
with power to rule all English merchants repairing thithi 
and to make reasonable ordinances. Henry VI renewed t 
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On tbe aeceaston of the Hinisn of York, iho 
Asulted the City Recorder sind "Kigby" respecting 
poration, and by the elAtutc i Ed. IV, c j., passod 
niag the titles of those who held under gmnts of any 
rM preceding kings, therein describexl as " in (act and 
B? kings of England, all grants to thi- warduua of tho 
Htc specially confirmed. The Merchant Adventurers 
Pbd a larger charter, dated April i6tli, 1463, wliich 
ealla " The Merchant Adventurers' I'utont," for the 
reTame^~ot the English merchants residing in Bra- 
iders, &c, and under its provisions William Uiimy wiu 
if'GoTeTOor of the English Klerchanta " at Itrugca. 
THiray died about this time is not known, but he 
ipear to have acted long in his now capacity, fur 
pe 24th, 1462, and June i4tli, 1463, tho Mercers' 
ft that 'William Caxton was performing the official 
hremor, and was in correspondence not otdy with 
of the Mercers' Company, but also with the Lord 
nitjiig to both aboat tho best method of regulating 
( wai« at Bruges. The charge for boathire incurred 
Bib in delivering Caxton's letter to tho Lord Chan- 
( entered in the annual accounts : — 

botehyre for tu shewe to ye lordu of ye coiliieU the I're 
Be from Caxton t ye felaship b; jond ye See vjd. 

kton's name nest appears in the Jfercers' books 
doubt of his position, as he is addressed by tlie 
emor." It was one of the duties of the governor 
y his " correctors " to see that all goods exported 
i were of jast weight and measure, and at a Court 
Mis, held in Mercers' Hall on August i6th, 1465, 
dflknape, William Ilende, and John Sutton cora- 
, they had received both cloth and lawn deficient 
U well as length ; whereupon it was decided that 
[Id be despatched to " William Caxton, Oovemor 
\ea," for reformation of the abuse. This being an 
entry, we quote it here as it is on folio cxl. 
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kttv ikd be Bsd* to HH^ CuIsb gaiair] 
jaaie Ae ne m w^ far reftntniMMa aC t 
p'ridestca u other fte. 

A kttrc of the mme mod other «m (ent bj hu 
BcnHted the in/* d«T of SeptesibeT A° B* E. m 



WlieUier Hemy Bomsted iras a Epccia] courier does i 
appe&r; but the Game yeai another letter was sent at a c 
representing more than ^15 at the present d^y, and entered 
thus: — 



, iviujg vuji 



Caxton 1)6108 now established in the cilT of Bruges, in tlu 
inflaentiiil position of Governor of the English Xation in t 
Low Countries, it may be as well lo take a brief eurvey of 1 
duties and emoluments at this period, Tliese ate espresslj 
laid down in the charter already noticed, granted only twi 
yeara bcfora The governor had foil power to govern by him 
self or deputies all merchants and mariners, to make such n " 
regulations for the conduct of trade (not contrary to the Inter 
national Treaties) as eeemed needful, to decide all quarrels, au 
to pass sentence in a court composed of himself as governor an 
twelve justicere to counsel and advise him ; the justicerB to b 
chosen by the " common merchants and mariners," subject t 
his approval, six sergeants being allowed "to do the execntioa 
and arrests of the said court." He was to appoint at pleatdU 
correctors and brokers to witness oil bargains, as well as foldst 
nnd packers to make up the packs of the merchants (who w«e 
not allowed to pack their own goods, lest any prohibited articlM 
should be included), and he was to be present at the unpackin 
of goods newly arrived. No parcel was to leave the city wiUi 
not being sealed. The officers were paid by a 
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^bckisg «i«r7 pAck : the govetnor beini; paid it 

IBtfor every pftck waled for exporiation, and id. fur 

^ witnessed by his depotiea, beodei aovml onaUcr 

h are not mentioned in the charter, axwjit oodet the 

tstom«d daes.' From all this it will be Men that 

ir nded over his coontiTBian with almost Utilitntted 

His datiea must at timea have boen wiy ooonnis, 

inch ntsponsifaility, and reqnimtg talanU of bo meaq 

him likewise would be made ail oonunaniationa 

ivenunent umlet which tfaej Und, and to his dJ|)lo- 

and inflaence would be due to a laige extaot the 

liscomfort of all the Iji^iah nsidcnt*. 

larter Obtay woolil appear to have be«u the nominee 

; himself, but this was only a form, as the coetom 

re been far the Court of the Adventiuen to recom- 

it person" to the king, who Uwsreupan appointed 

fallowing example will show in whose hands the 

jwer really resided : — The name of John ["ykering 

le Mercers' books at the snceessoT of Caxton in the 

(OTemor of the English Nation." This Pykering, 

lercCT of renown, having spoken against the wardens 

pany, was enmmoned before an assembly of the 

rs of the different Fellomhips" in London. There 

> "stond bare bed," and speaking "sllc bawty and 

■aa by the advice of the Court of the Mercers di»- 

" 8 office of governor and heavily fined. Shortly 

I to have repented his boldneea, for we find 

I paidon on his knees before a fall Courl 

J fully prove the power exercised by the 

t&y, which was, in fact, mAioly ii^stnuneDtal in 

r charter for the Advenlnrers, or, as tbey are 

"oar felawship by yond the See," for which 

e year following they are charged by the Mercers' 



I Nation," as we have already remarked, was 
i body at Bruges, and like the Esterlings, the 
. other merchante, had their own "Honse," 
S Ha original sUle when Sanderu^ who calls 
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it " Prsetoriuni perampliim," wrote hia "Flandria EluatraW 
The engraving of the Domus Anglise, occupied hy the Merchaa' 
Adventurers, and iD which William Caxton resided for manj 
years, is taken from this work, which contains numerous illua 
trfttiona of the ancient buildings of Bruges, including the resi 
dencea of the various guilds. 

A great similarity prevailed in the internal management a 
all foreign guilds, arising from the fact that foreigners wsr 
regarded hy the natives with jealousy and suspicion. Tb 
laws which governed the Esterlings in London, who lived i 
a strongly-built enclosure, called the Steel Yard, the site O'. 
which is now occupied by the City station of the South Easten 
Railway Company, were much the same as those under which 
the English Nation lived in Bruges and other cities. Tha 
foreign merchant had, in Caxton's time, to brave a large amoiiiiC 
of popular dislike, and to put up with great restraints t 
liberty. Not only did he trade under harassing restrictiona, 
but he resigned all hopes of domestic ties and family life, 
in a monastery, each member had his own dormitory, wlulst 
at meal-times there was a common table. Marriage i 
of the question, and concubinage was followed by expulsion 
Every member was bound to sleep in the house, and to bo in 
doors by a fixed time in the evening, and for the sake of good 
order no woman of any description was allowed within thl 

When Caxton entered upon bis duties as governor, he actec 
under the articles of a treaty of trade between the two countries 
whiuh had been many years in force, but which would termi 
nate on November ist, 1465- It was highly necessary that I 
renewal of this treaty should be made before that date, and 
we accordingly find that the king issued a commission, dated 
October 24th, 1464, in which he showed great wisdom by 
joining in one mission a clever statesman and a successful n 
chant. These were Sir Richard Whitehill, who had already 
been employed in several important embassies, and Williani 
Caxton, who, as the chief Englishman in Bruges, and well 
acquainted with all trade questions, was "a most fit peisoQ.' 
They were, however, onsuccessful, although for what 1 
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r, and the treaty b<iing eHII unranowed, » "con- 
«b" was fixed to meet at St. Omer on OeU>11<^r 
eonsidei tbe matter. This coiiTention does not 
r taken place, for on the 14th of the aamo monlli, 
t tbe Mercers' Company wrote a long letter to 
bing Ilim that "the convention holdetfa not;" 
: taking into consideration the near approach of 
to existing treaty, had written lo the mayor of 
tUng hii" " to provide a person" to go over to the 
Ddy abont tlie " prorogation of the intercourse ;" 
of the Mercers with the waniens of divers 
IjdventureTs, considering that hitherto in siiuilar 
'with the advice of his council, had made pro- 
behalf," and that it was not their part to take 
Hres a matter of such great weight, hail urged the 
Frite a letter to the king in the most pleasant wise 
aid, beseeching htm "to provide for this matter;'' 
(Xinsidenng the near approach of the term of the 
tbe imceitainty of any speedy action by the king, 
1 better conault with his fellow merchants at Bruges 
dly haste" as possible as to the best means of pro- 
tr goods and persons until such time aa tbe treaty 
fenowed. This interesting letter, which apjiears in 
Mercers' books, was signed by tbe tour wardens, and 
■'aW. Caston." 

mxious year must this have been with Custon, for 
as the treaty unrenewed, but the Duke of liurgundy 
e exclusion of all English-made cloth from bis doroi- 
lis of course induced retaliation, and the importation 
(liish goods into England was prohibited by Act of 
t; but neither the Flemish nor tbe English merchants 
,T their trade to be paralyised, and so the traffic was 
by a more circuitous and expensive route, being 
through the neighbouring States. Next year the 
Warwick (tbe nobleman to whom Caxton afterwards 
the first edition of his " Chess Book ") wrote to 
dling upon him to enforce the Act of Parliament for- 

rse of wares by English traders in the Duko 
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of Burgundy's (loininioii& Caxton immediately communicated 
this order to the lord mayor and to the wardens of the Mercery 
at London, in a letter dated 27th May, 1466, desiring to be 
informed what the " lordes intent " was, and whether they had 
received a letter which he had sent by way of St. Omer, at the 
same time requesting early news of any ** ioperdy that shulde 
fall." The letter arrived in London on June ^td^ when a full 
court of Adventurers was instantly summoned, at which it was 
determined that an immediate answer should be returned. This 
was accordingly despatched next day by the hands of Simon 
Preste, addressed " a Will*"- Caxton, Gunor de la nac' deng^ " and 
signed by the four wardens. In it Caxton was instructed that 
the Act of Parliament must be observed and the fines enforced 
in every case of infringement ; that, being themselves ignorant 
of the intention of the Lords, they could give no information 
on that point ; and, that as to any threatened jeopardy, it was 
likely to be known sooner in Bruges than in London.* Matters 
remained in this unsatisfactory state until the death of Philip 
the Good, June 15th, 1467, who was succeeded by his son, 
Charles the Bold. 

The tide of affairs now turned in favour of England, and in 
the following year the Lords Hoistings and Scales, John Russell, 
and others were sent as ambassadors to conclude a treaty of 
marriage between Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, and 
the Princess Margaret, sister of King Edward IV. Lord Scales, 
afterwards Earl Rivers, was in later years one of Caxton's most 
liberal patrons, and his translation of " The Dictes and Sayings 
of the Philosophers " was the first book with the date of imprint 
which issued from Caxton's press. John Russell, " Docteur en 
Decret, and Arcediacre de Berksuir," who subsequently became 
Bishop of Lincoln and Lord High Chancellor, appears to have 
been an ancestor of the Bedford family, and his oration delivered 
at the investiture of the Duke of Burgundy with the Order of 
Garter, on February 4th, 1470, is also one of the earliest works 
printed by Caxton. The marriage was solemnized in Bruges on 
the 5th of June, 1468, with the greatest possible pomp; and 

* Verbatim copies of all these letters may be seen in " The Life and 
Typography of William Caxton.'' 4to. 1863. Vol. I, pp. 90-92. 
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Um^ Mt/'/muiM 44 \^m u\tUtuifmf tff ilm i'Attimihuy^ mA of ik«f 

tmtty Kui^^lnh wAtUm ttM^imniUtif^ itiii Kl/tmiAb t'^mri, ft U ri//t 

WM t^rfUtiitif ill b^ fmtifU'M two y^tAf^ Ui/rr 

Tb« ftfifAinl faii#U w<Tf<f /i^;//ri toUowtui t/y ii^^^/r;iAii//f»M f/^r 
U*mlUm of iiHtUt, Tti/^ kin^ fMvir% hy Ht*f tuMm of hln tumitttMlf 
4fiUfrutU$titl Uf mrful hh tftn^fmny Ut iti^ Odk^ of VfiitiitntAy for 
ttrtr ^ mtUrpiJiun ^'^ w/i^/U^i tiUfiU in hln tUfUtiuUmn/* Imun^l n, 
Mpk^M iumtutkwi Uf Uut ittfff'Am* (UmtifMiy itiAt ih^y w^ftM (/r^v 
jMPAi m$Uf hUft fjt^rUiUi \mrwnm of iUttit untu\mf ** Ut a^o tmi in 
fffu h w mf t fi^ wiiU di^Mm kUt\fknktyUfm iuUf VlHHtuUrm/* iUtt M^f^ 
^An iii^trui/tfit tum^iitkUt^l William iUuU^kmif*tf 4oUn I'ykftrinj^, 
Htt/i Willmm V/k%itfU, 'YUU Uftfk \t\m'M ott Hifi*Ufttt\f*sr fjih, 140^^ 
M#l ilt^ ihrtt*^ umifHmuUfm (fnviii^ U^m *|/|/f/;vwl hy iim klnHf 
UiH C/mfi of i\m U^fii^H ttmi nnfp\n fm iUh ^HiU of !(»/« mtutts 
ff$//ftiUf *n/l fffUitl /^/^i **tmiof th^ (UiwUiU ttiotty** for tl^j 
'/^U Mtfl t'\^r^m of \Mtikufi\tti awi l'yk<?nrij/ \u Uii;« tituSfti^^y, 
'Urn fftMM^iou Iff i/ti%iifu*n tmuiti from iUU y^tnui U^tuU nn Uf luU^r 
i\ml \m WM i\mn Mty/^t¥\ in il»/» flMtttri/,^^ of iti^ tiui'n^ of 
\f//iHrty/f «t lirnii*mf */iil w//fil/| th*Tr«f//f<j uol rtu^utrti any tmv«l 

W4pt fijimwtul tMw^n i^Mi iw/; /'//fintri^fi in ift',i/*\H^r of ilu^ mtttii^ 

't)»^ /lnti/*i '/f (*Mxifm*H otWm mti^t n/j/'.^rwcftri)y lM4V<t (H'Ah\iM 
« ;ff<;«ii \ftffium of UU iUtt^, Mit\ oStW^fiA Wuu^ in i)^^ iuU^n^MU of 
iUti irwUffn \m tt^\fft^^uUAf Uf iftty vWtU$ Uf ili<? yttrtottn Utwim 
in whi/'Ji ili/T Kn^liMtf m^r^'JiftnU r<?^i/h?«l TJi^t ol/J ti^tjfrtU of 
i!ir*'j,Ui of i\tM yt^rkm 1464, M^^?> <*'"' M^'7# ni<Tnti//n fr^t |/ft*«.- 
{if/fU loivinf^ t/<'^n y^rMtUA Uf (ItixUfUf tiiM ^<;rvanU un/1 (///^/^U, 
SVy<;fihit'rl<T«4f b^ M'^Tnm t/* liftv<? ionwl l^tifcur*? f'/r tl»//fc^? liu^mry 
(rifvrjfU t// whi/'Jf h*» Wtt«j Hff much iiUiU'.\tt'A, U w;tft in M;ir''Ji, 
^/z/i, '/f, «u w*» nb/;ul/| nz/Wwiy, i4^/(;, ih^ii Im? l/'^;/;in U/ transjluU 
i^Mj fnvoHttUi pnuttWA of tiiftt tt^<% ** l^j lC/^'ji<jil H<'.» lli*U/ir<?* 'h» 
'If 7^/' Thi*, iii» infortM nn m « Vrohfyrw^.f >mj un/l*;it'/ok to 
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avoid sloth and idleness ; aod indeed the constant use of phmseA 
in which he excnaes himself for hia translations by wiping tha 
duty of eaohewtng sloth and idleness, would almost lead one t 
imagine that Caxton was of an indolent nature, did not th 
whole of hia life, and especially those few last years in which 
he performed such prodigies of literary labour, give a satisfac- 
tory denial Phrases of this kind were among the convention- 
alities of the age, and nearly every writer in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries seems to have considered the avoidance of 
sloth as the proper excuse for bringing forward any literary 
work. In the manuscripts of Caxton's time, these deprecatory 
prefaces are very common ; and a comparison with the French 
original will show that these sentiments, although adopted by 
Caxton, are in reahty those of the original author, and not the 
spontaneous avowal of the translator. This explanation i 
necessary in order to prevent too great weight being attached 
to Caxton's phraseology in the Prologue to the " Histories of 
Troy," for he was still " governor," an offico necessarily entail- 
ing a considerable amount of responsibility and work, when ha 
commenced that translation. Indeed, if Anderson be correct 
when he states in his " History of Commerce," that there were 
at this period sometimes more than a hundred vessels in Sluis, 
the port of Bruges, Caxton must have had ample wort upon hia 
hands. But whether lie really had " no great charge or occupa- 
tion," or whether he was too busy to devote the needful time to 
hia translation, he himself tella ua that he then proceeded I 
further than with five or six quires. Each quire or section co 
sieting of eight or ten leaves, this would amount to betweoti. 
forty and sixty leaves of manuscript. At this point, dissatisfied 
with the results of his labour, he laid them aside, without any 
intention of ever completing his translation. 

About two months later Caxton appears to have had i 
" occupation " than he could get through alone ; for, although 
still acting as "governor," a judgment was delivered in hia 
name, wherein he was styled " "William Caxton marchant 
dangleterro maistre et gouvomeur des marchans de la nation 
dangieterre pardeca." The case in dispute being between t 
Englistunon and a Genoese merchant, they agreed to submit it 



CAXTON ABROAD. 

1 of William Caxton and Thomaa Pi^mt aa 
Ib ; bnt CsxUm being obliged to leavo nnigi» tor 
t mentioned in the document, a full court of nior- 
moned, and the judgment delivere<j in the names 
tors. This judgment is dated Maj lath, 1469, 
t instance, aa yot discovered, in which Caxton's 
Iju hta official capacity, 
irever, another notice of Caxton lately disMiveTnl 
iS at Bruges, but whether it is to bo referred to a 
re or after his resignation of office is unui-rtain. It 
ent containing a list of persona who, on August 13th, 
isidered by the town council to be of sulHcicnt 
jbahare in the gifts of the " Vin^ d'honneur" usually 
I great public occasions. Caxton received four kaiis 
irhetber it was presented to him aa " governor," or 
Bin tha service of the Duchess of Burgundy, is 
e certainly being negociated by anibns- 
igland who were at Bruges in 1469, and received, 
1 present of " trois pieces de vin," but tbia wiis 
IS earlier than the date of the gift to Caiton. 
ruary 4tli, 1470, an imposing ceremony took place at 
ibassadors being sent by Edward lY to invest the 
Jargundy with the Order of the Garter, but there is 
jvidence to support the supposition that Caxton was 
, this occasion. That be was at Ghent, though appa- 
3ar later, is stated in his Prologue to " The Eecuyell," 
pears to have been connected with the printing of the 
ion delivered by Dr. Eussell. 

jber of the same year Edward IV, accompanied by 
Ills nobles, took refuge in the capital of tbo duke's 
J from the machinations of the Earl of Warwick, 
:ton, either aa " governor " or aa a servant of the 
lad an excellent opportunity of assisting his country- 
) were in great need, until the restoration of their 
That he did eo may be inferred from the royal 
Ltended to him in after years. 

tact date when Caxton entered the service of the 
IS well as that when he relinquished his governorship, 
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is uncertain. The two events may have borne the relationship 
of cause and effect. Caxton's own narrative shows that about 
two years after his first essay at translating " The Recuyell," or 
about March, 147 1, he was in the service of the duchess, receiv- 
ing a yearly salary and other benefits. He was then instructed 
to resume his literary work, and the " dreadful command " of 
his royal mistress seems to have been obeyed with wonderful 
alacrity; for, although he was at one time at Ghent and at 
another time at Cologne, the translation was not again neglected 
till, on the 19th of September, 147 1, the whole was completed, 
and offered by Caxton to the duchess, by whom he was hand- 
somely rewarded for his trouble. 

The nature of the service rendered by Caxton to the duchess 
is very uncertain. He says of himself that he was her servant, 
receiving a yearly fee, and other good and great benefits. That 
it was an honourable office admits of no doubt, and that it was 
moreover one in which Caxton's. knowledge and talents as a 
merchant would be serviceable seems very probable. We must 
not forget that in those days princes, nobles, and even ecclesi- 
astics, did not consider it inconsistent with their dignity to 
trade on their own account, and this they frequently did under 
special exemptions from the taxes to which the ordinary mer- 
chant had to submit. Edward IV and many of his nobility 
owned ships of merchandise. In 1475 the Wardens of the 
Mercers' Company wrote to Antwerp concerning a ship called 
" The Sterre," belonging to Earl Rivers, and a document of the 
year 1472 throws some light on the nature of the services which 
a merchant like Caxton might have rendered to his royal mis- 
tress. Edward IV in that year granted to his sister, the Duchess 
of Burgundy, special privileges and exemptions with regard to 
her own private trading in English wool. The late duchess, 
wife of Philip the Good, likewise engaged in similar transac- 
tions, in which, if we may judge from the following entries in 
the Mercers' accounts, her ladies also were apparently in some 
degree interested : — 

1450. Item paid to John Stubbes for perys to the 

Gentilwoman of the Duchesse of Burgeyn vj d 

145 1. Item paid to Hewe Wyche for a writ directe 
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to Sandewyche for the gownys of the 

gentil womans of the duches of Burgejm ij s v j d 

1454. Item — ^Ponr la copie dune lettre enuoie a la 

duchesse de Burge xij s 

1455. Iteii^ — t^ M Gervers pour une lettre k la copie 

enuoi a la duchesse de Burg* xx s 

The question naturally arises — How was it that Caxton, 
holding the influential and lucrative position of " Governor of 
the English Nation" at Bruges, resigned that post to enter 
upon duties of a much less ambitious character? There is no 
reference in the Mercers' records to any disagreement between 
Caxton and the home authorities, nor had he at this time 
(1469) entertained the idea of returning to his native country. 
We mnst, however, remember that during a very eventful and 
anxious period he had for some years held an office of the 
gravest responsibility, and we may assume from his complaint 
of two years later, that age was daily creeping upon him and 
enfeebling his body, that the troubles of official life had under- 
mined his health. We can, therefore, easily imagine that he 
would gladly embrace the opportunity of exchanging the cares 
of office for the easy service of the Duchess of Burgundy, 
which would allow him to indulge in the congenial pursuit of 
literature and the "strange meruaylous historyes" in which 
he 80 much delighted. Or perchance his complaint of "age 
creeping upon him " was simply one of the conventional self- 
depreciating remarks common to writers of his time, while the 
real cause of his resignation was a wish to marry and to enjoy 
tiiose home blessings and comforts of which hitherto he had 
been deprived 

It has been suggested that upon the death of Philip, Duke 
of Burgundy, the dowager-duchess would find herself in a 
position of much less influence and much less wealth. As a 
fact, this was not the case ; for, although Mary of Burgundy was 
duchess, the dowager-duchess, Caxton's "dread lady," was so 
attached to the young princess, for whom she had a maternal 
regard, that in all their counsels and all their travels they 
were never separated Nor was Caxton's duchess straitened 

• 

in means by the death of the duke. She had large estates 
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and a handsome dowry which she managed well, living in 
great state in the very towns which as ruling duchess she 
had preferred. There is then no reason for supposing that the 
sudden death of the duke had any connection with Caxton's 
return to England. The whole history of Margaret of York, 
while Dowager-Duchess of Burgundy, has heen written lately, 
from original documents, hy L. Gatesloot (8vo. Bruges, 1879). 

That Caxton was a married man, and that he could not have 
married much later than 1469, is a new fact in the biography 
of Caxton, discovered by Mr. Gairdner, of the Public Record 
Office, who recently came across a paper document, without 
seals or signatures, and therefore only a copy of the original, 
made for production in court in connection with some lawsuit. 
It was found among the miscellaneous records of the Exchequer, 
formerly preserved in the Chapter House at Westminster, and 
was first printed in the "Academy" for April 4th, 1874. The 
tenor of the document, which is given in full in the appendix, 
is as follows : — A variance having arisen between Gerard Croppe, 
merchant tailor, of Westminster, and Elizabeth his wife, daughter 
of William Caxton, the matter was brought before the arch- 
deacon and the king's chaplain, who heard the case in St. 
Stephen's Chapel, Westminster. It was then agreed that they 
should live apart, and not vex, sue, or trouble one another, 
each being bound under a penalty of ;^ioo (which would 
represent about ;^ 15 00 at the present day). Upon the signing 
of a deed to that effect, the said Gerard Croppe was to receive 
from the executors of William Caxton " twenty printed legends," 
valued at 13s. 4c?. each (the sum total of which would now be 
equivalent to ;^20o), and to give the executors a full acquit- 
tance of any further claim upon the estate. This document, 
which is dated May 20th, 1496, throws no light upon the 
cause of quarrel, unless it were concerning a legacy left by 
Caxton to his daughter. 

Now, assuming that Caxton was married in 1469, which 
was about the period when he resigned his official position 
and entered the royal service, and that his daughter Elizabeth 
was bom soon after, she would have been about twenty-one 
years of age at the time of her father's death in 1491, and 
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twenty-six years of age when separated from her husband. 
We have abeady seen how John Stubbs and Hugh Wyche 
were in communication with the gentlewomen of the Duchess 
of Burgundy. Caxton, no doubt, was also in frequent attend- 
ance upon them, and may perhaps have induced one of them to 
become his wife. Whether this was so or not, it is now an 
ascertained fact that after some forty-six years of compulsory 
celibacy, Caxton took to himself a wife, who, it may be hoped, 
was truly his helpmate and the solace of his declining years. 
It is not unlikely that the following entry in the Church- 
wardens' Accounts of St. Margaret, Westminster, under the 
year 1490, may refer to Caxton's wife : — 

** Item. — ^Atte bnreying of Mawde Caxton for torches k tapres iij s ij cL" 

Reverting to the " Histories of Troye," and the presentation 
of a manuscript copy to the duchess, no doubt can be enter- 
tained that this was the turning-point in Caxton's life. In the 
Prologue to Book I he narrates in simple language the causes 
which led him to undertake the translation: — "Whan I re- 
membre that euery man is bounden by the comandement & 
counceyll of the wyse man to eschewe slouthe and ydelness 
whyche is moder and nourysshar of vyces and ought to put 
myself vnto vertuous occupacion and besynesse/ Than I 
hauynge no grete charge of ocupacion folowynge the sayd coun- 
ceyll/ toke a frenche boke and redde therein many strange and 
meruayllous historyes where in I had grete pleasyr and delyte/ 
as well for the nouelte of the same as for the fayr langage of 
frenshe . whyche was in prose so well and compendiously sette 
and wreton/ whiche me thought I understood the sentence and 
substance of euery mater/ And for so moche as this booke 
was newe and late maad and drawen in to frenshe/ and neuer 
had seen hit in oure englissh tongue/ I thought in my self hit 
ahold be a good besjmes to translate hyt into oure englissh/ to 
thende that hyt myght be had as well in the royame of Englond 
as in other landes/ and also for to passe therwyth the tyme . 
and thus concluded in my self to begynne this sayd worke." 

The new ** Historic " was a welcome novelty to his country- 
men, who had hitherto been accustomed to read such works 
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only in Prencli, which Ktill tetainod its pre-eminence aa the 
langu^e of the court and of literature, not with standing tha 
great advance and improvement which had been madi 
English. The demand for Caxton's tranelatiou aooB became 
greater than could posaihly be supplied, Hia hand grew " wery 
and not stedfast " with much writing, as he states in 
epilogue of the printed edition, and his eyes were " diined with 
overmoch lokjng on the whit paper." Then it was, with Colard 
Mansion at hand to teach and kelp him, that he turned 
attention to the newborn Art of Printing. 
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RATURE IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 

i 'HE revival of literature in Europe, commcQC' 
ing with the latter part of the fourteenth 
oeutury, iU steady growth, and its woadoiful 
Ji;velopment in the succeeding ago, have 
Imen dwelt npou hy many writers. Nowhero 
wiia this revival more strongly marked than 
in France and the Low Countries, 
ch kings and the princes of the royal hlood hail 
ly generations the constant patrons of authors and 
d in tiie production of books. In 1^50, Johu II, 
credit of having founded the library of the Louvre, 
ipirona of Franca. No particulars concerning the 
H monarch have been preserved, and it was pro- 
peat extent; but his literary tastes descended to 
four sons, and from the inventories which have 
to us of the libraries of these princes, we obtain 
ng information as to the number, the description, 
Ijions, die bindings, and the market value of tlie 
■ ibey contained. Charles, the eldest son, who 
gbther in 1364, had a highly-developed taste for 
IBoected with the fine arts. He greatly increased 
^ Tolumes in the Louvre library, so that in the 
[^ reign, when Gilles Mallet drew up a catalogue, 
■"' to 910, the greater number of which were 
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written on fine vellum, and were magnificently bound, and 
enriched with gold clasps and precious atones. This library, 
the Duke of Bedford, when Regent of France, is supposed to 
have transported to England in 1419. In after years, a few 
of the volumes returned to France, hut the famous library of 
the Louvre never recovered its ancient splendour. Louis, Duke 
of Anjou, second son of King John, shared to a great degree 
the love of books and works of art displayed by his e. 
brother. The third son, John, Duke of Berry, formed 
extensive library at his chateau at BicStre, near Paris, inferior 
only to that of the king himself. But of all the king' 
Philip, who soon equalled his eldest brother in power, far 
surpassed him in the number and splendour of his literary 
treasures. King John's second wife was Jane, widow of the 
Duke of Eurg;undy, and in her right he succeeded to that duchy 
on the death of her only son. When dividing his kingdoi 
among his four sons, King John apportioned Burgundy to tl 
youngest, Philip the Hardy, who, by his marriage with 
Margaret, only daughter and heiress of Louia, Count o£ 
Flanders, inherited, on the death of his father-in-law in 1384, 
a large extent of territory. Philip, who has the character of 
having been a generous prince, was well read in the literary 
lore of his age. He was passionately addicted to music and to 
the collection of fine books, and he spared no expense in the 
employment of artists, and in the purchase of their most choice 
productions. Nor did he rest satisfied with the encouragement 
of artists alone, but gathered round him some of the 
learned and able authors of his time, who enriched his library 
with new works. This prince died in 1404, and was succeeded 
by his son, John the Fearless, who, although distracted by 
continual wars, maintained and even added somewhat to hif 
father's library. Christine de Pisan received one bnndnd 
crowns for two books which she presented to him. But aU 
previone patronage is eclipsed by the encouragement giren to 
I literature by Philip the Good, who succeeded to the dukedom 
1 ' of Burgundy upon the decease of John in 1 4 1 9. At Bruges 
' where he kept his court, he gave continual employment to"? 
I crowd of au^ors, translators, copyists, and illumtnatorB, whO' 
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d his library with their hest proJucttons, aiid did uot 
to sing the praises of their generous patron. David 
. a celebrated scribe, thtia describes the duko lu 1457 : — 
:«nowned and virtuous prince has been ncuustomed, for 
ears past, to hove ancient histories read to him daily. 
«ry surpasses all others, for from hia youth ho has hiul 
service numerous translators, scholars, historians, and 
in various countries, all diligently working, so that now 
not a prince in all Christendom who has ao varied and 
a library." In the account which M. Earroia gives of 
iry of this sovereign, he enumerates nearly two thousand 
the greater part being magnificent folios on vellum 
ily illuminated, and bound in velvet, satin, or damaak, 

with gems, and closed by gold clasps, jewelled and 

Many of these are still preserved in the Royal Library 
«ls. 

taste of successive rulers apread its influence among 
bjecta, and fashion lent its aid in multiplying libraries, 
lent was more acceptable than a heautifully-esecutcd 
ipt, and the opulent nobles of the French and Bur- 
courts offered costly books to their sovereigns and their 

The records and inventories of this period contain 
B entries of such gifts, often with their estimated value. 
g the nobles at the court of Philip the Good, many 
. the Kterary taste of their sovereign, hut none showed 
udgment and liberality in the formation of his library 
lis da Bruges, Seigneur de la Gnithtiyse. This noble- 
lO had risen Tjy~lii3 talents to the higSiest position, 

at hia chateau of Ooatcamp, near Bruges, in 1470, 
IV of England, when lie sought refuge from the 
ans in Flanders, and was afterwards rewarded by that 
h the title of Earl of Winchester. His library was 
nferior to that of his sovweign, and nearly the whole 
anuacripts were the production of Flemish artists at 
: Ghent. The large size of the volumes, the beauty of 
n, the elegance of the writing, the artistic merit of the 
ions and ornaments, and the luxury displayed in the 

are evidences of the deep interest taken by the 
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Seigneur de la Gruthuyae in the formation of his library. On 
his death it pasBcd to hia sou, Jeau de Bruges, and was soon 
after added to the collection already esiating at the chateau of 
Blois, belonging to the kings of France. Great paina were 
then taken to obliterate the armorial hearings, devices, and 
moaogniins which showed the former ownership of the manu- 
Bcripts, which efforts were but partially successful, aa about a 
hundred volumes, now among the most precious treasures of 
the Bibliothiiquo Nationale at Paris, Btill attest that they once 
belonged to this celebrated colieotion. As the patron of literary 
men and of artists, Louis de Bruges takes a high place in the 
annals of his country, whilst the friendly attitude he assumed 
towards Colard Mansion, in the early career of that unfortunate 
pioneer of the press, should ever endear bia name to biblio- 
graphers. This passion for beautiful books was not confined 
to the dukedom of Burgundy, hut existed equally in France, 
Italy, Germany, England, and otlier countries. Henry "VI of 
England had a valuable library, and many of the books written 
and illuminated for him are still among the Royal MSS. in 
the British MuseunL The Dnke of Bedford, whose love for 
literature was no doubt greatly stimulated during the time he 
held the office of Regent of France, was surpassed by none of 
hia countrymen in his patronage of the fine arts, and the 
celebrated Missal, written and illuminated for him, still remaina 
oa one of the choicest productions of hia age. Humphrey, Dnke 
of Gloucester, the protector of England during the minority of 
Henry VI, was also greatly attached to his library, and many 
manuscripts are extant, over which the antiquary pauses with 
respect and interest as he reads the boldly- written autograph, 
" Ceat a moy Homfrey:" 

Owing to these causes, the various artists connected with 
bookwriting and bookbinding, as well as the trades necessary to 
them, received much encouragement, while, to ensure rapidity 
as well as exceUence of workmanship, division of labour waa 
carried out to a great extent, Indeed, bo important a branclt 
of commerce had the manufacture of books now become, and so 
numerous were the different classes of craftsmen thus employed 
in Bruges, that there sprang up in that city a guild, apparent]; 
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to the trade companies in London, to which, in 
duke gisnted a formal charter and special privilef^es. 
jKuy is styled " der ghilde van siuUi Jan EwiigE," or 
aid of St John the Evangelist," who was the )>alnin 
cribeB ; and the volume of rcceipte and expendilura of 
i, b^jnniog with the enttance fees of Uie original 
exists still in a perfect state of preservation in Um 
lives of Bruges. Van Praet gives some interesting 
Mm this Tolume, which show that the guild compriBod 
of both sexes, to whose names their respective tradee 
il, thus indicating the various branches of indnatrr 
at that time in the manufacture of books. 

ten et bookverkopers [Boohrllm). 

p-»erconpera {FriiUtcUrrt). 

» iPaiMeri]. 

>tte makers {PititUen of ViyjuU<t). 

m et boDC-eariTer» {Scritmert nnd aipgiiU <tf booti). 

iters {Illuminaion), 

n {Prinltm, ichellirr from Uod» or tyjui). 

inders {Boolbiiideri]. 

Ikkere ICarrieri). 

l^dterren {CSetA-iluarm). 

hmt maken tC EriiDsyii makers {I'archmeiU aitd Vdiam 

ifar.). 

1 anjders {Ban eanxrt). 

sniders iL<tt(rr aigratert). 

'makera [Figarc engravcri). 

if corporations existed in other citiea. Thus, at Aut- 
* Guildof St Luke was formed before 1450, and 
tradeaHEe lliose of the Guild of St, John at Bruges ; 
gruBsel s there was a guild of writers called "Les 
ria Plume." These guilds supported their own chapel '"" 
uun, and soiaetimes had considerable property. 
P the early printers .whose names are now famous 
Uials of Flemiah typography were enrolled in one or 
PiesB associations. 

faect of the foregoing sketch, and its hearings on the 
I this memoir, will be evident to the reader who recalls 
feiat it was while the pursuit of literature in Bruges 
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was most ardent — that it was during the reign of tLe greatest 
bibliophile of the fifteenth century, when Bruges teemed with 
authors, translatora, scribes, and illuminators, who resorted 
thither from all parts of Europe to Philip the Good as to a 
second filscenas — that it was daring the time when the biblio- 
giapbioal treasures of Philip the Hardy, enricbed by the 
numerous additions of his son and grandson, and the libraries 
of Louis de Bruges and other nobles of the Flemish court 
were concentrated in the same city — that tWilliam Caxton was, 
for thirty-three years at least, a resident in Bruges, J Access to 
these libraries would be easy to him, and that he availed him- 
self of the privilege seems all the more probable, since we 
find, without exception, that the books which he translated for 
his own press may be traced in the catalogues of these noble 
libraries. V As " Governor of the English Kation," through 
whom all the negotiations between the English and the Burgun- 
dian govemments would be carried on, Caxton would bo well 
acquainted with the nobles and officers of the court, and hence 
Le would naturally become the agent for the literary wants 
of his countrymen. He would also be brought into close 
contact with the most clever authors, scribes, and illuminatora 
of the time, among whom were Colard Mansion and Jean BHto, 
originally artistic bookwritara, but afterwards the first toTnTTOT 
duce the art of printing into the city of Bruges. 






DEVELOPMENT. 

5 'OSTUME, that sure guide of the historian 
and the antiquary, ia perhaps nowhere 
more discernible than in literature, not 
merely in the dress of language and ex- 
pression, but also in the visible exponente 
of that dress — writing and printing. 
Thus, a manuBcript or a printed book may, 
by the character of ite writing or printing alone, be ascribed to a 
determinate era. In other words, a careful investigation of the 
mode of construction will, in most cases, enable us to determine 
the approsimate age of any book, from the early manuscript to 
the machine-printed volume of the present day. 

In tracing the early development of printing, we are able to 
note those successive deviations from the form of its parent, 
Caligraphy, which were necessitated by the peculiarities of the 
new art. Commencing simply as a substitute for manuscript, 
it was naturally a dose imitation thereof, and hence the first 
printers laboured under many inconveniences, which were 
shaken off as the capabilities of the new discovery became 
better understood. These changes often afford the only satis- 
factory evidence of the place and date of printing, as well as 
of the printer's name. We propose, therefore, as an aid to ' 
chronological arrangement, to notice the points of similarity 
between the earliest printed books and manuscripts, especially 
vith reference to the productions of Colaid Mansion and 
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] William Caxton, and then to trace the novelties, purely typo- 

I graphical, introduced by the printers, 

I. There waa a selection of material. The scribe naturally 
wrote his choicest productions on fine vellum, earefnUy sorted 
in order to secnre evenness in tone and quality ; and with the 
same idea the early printers sorted out their paper before 
beginning to print. This is frequently seen when two or three 
copies of the same hook are compared together. One is foand. 
to be printed entirely on thick, while another is wholly on thin, 
paper — one has no defects, whereas another is made up of what 
the modem stationer calls " outsides." The two copies of 
Caxton's "Knjght of the Tonre" preserved in the British 
Museum present a remarkable instance of this plan of selection. 
a. It was a common practice with the scribes, when employ- 
ing paper for their books, to use parchment for the inmost sheet 
of every section. The object of this waa to give a firm hold to 
the thread of the binder, and thus strengthen the volume, but 
the alternation of paper and parchinent did not present a pleas- 
ing appearance to the eye, Caxton adopted a modification of 
this plan, and instead thereof pasted a strip of vellum down the 
centre of the section. In books which have had the good for- 
tune to escape the modern bookbinder, the observer may still 
see either the slips themselves or their traces in the brown 
stains left by the paste. 

3. When commencing a book, the scribes had a custom of 
passing over the first leaf, and beginning on the third page^ 
probably with the intention of protecting the first page front 
soiling during the execution and binding of the work. This 
practice was followed in the early works which issued from tha 
presses of Flanders and of England, but unfortunately, in mostf 
of these books, on which an expensive modem binding has bent' 
placed, the blank leaf has been rejected as too coarse for a :~ 
leaf, thus causing many volumes, although really perfect 
regards the print, to be described by bibliographers as want 
the title-page. 

4. The scribe necessarily wrote hut one page at a time, and, 
curiously enough, in this the early printers also assimilated 
tbdir practice. Whether from want of suflicient type to set 
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up the requisite number of pages, or from the small size of the 
platen of the early presses, there is certain evidence of the 
first books from Caxton's press having been printed page by 
page. Thus, in all the books printed "with type No. i, in- 
stances are found of pages on the same side of the sheet being 
out of parallel, which could not occur if two pages were printed 
together. A positive proof of the separate printing of the pages 
may, however, be seen in a copy of " The Recuyell of the His- 
tories of Troye," in the Bodleian Library ; for there the ninth 
recto of the third quintemion has never been printed at all, 
while the complimentary page, which falls on the same side of 
the sheet, has been properly printed. A variation in the colour 
of the ink, though often very noticeable, is not a sure proof 
that the two pages so differing were printed separately, as that 
may have occurred through imperfect inking. 

5. Many bibliographers, neglecting the study of manuscripts, 
and confining their examination of early books to the products 
of the printing press, have written and argued as if "signatures " 
were an invention of printers. This is an erroneous idea. It 
was as necessary for the scribe to mark the sequence of the 
sheets which he wrote as for the typographer to mark the order 
of those which he printed ; because when the sheets, whether 
manuscript or printed, had to be bound, it was an absolute 
necessity for the binder to have every sheet signed, for the sig- 
natures were his only guide in the collation of the volume. 
There would seem to have been, for a long time, an antipathy 
to these useful little signposts, which, being needed only so long 
18 the book remained unbound, were placed by the scribe as 
sear as possible to the bottom of the leaf, that they might 
disappear under the plough of the binder. This is what has 
kappened in the great majority of cases, but in every instance 
cf tiie manuscript being preserved uncut they may still be 




It is interesting to notice the manner in which the early 
printers adopted and afterwards modified this custom of the 
letibes. As it was very inconvenient for them to print signa- 
tiies of one or two letters away from the solid page, at the 
CKtreme margin of the sheet, and as the idea of disfiguring the 
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test liy making them & part of it was objectionable, they con- 
tinued the old practice for some time, and actually signed every 
sheet by hand with pen and ink after it was printed. The 
uncut copy of " The EecuyeU," at Windsor Castle, ia an exampla 
of a hook vnth manuscript signatures at the extreme foot of 
every sheet. After some time, however, the prejudice was 
overcome, and the signatures were printed close up to the bottom 
line of the page. They were first introduced at Cologni 
1472 and adopted by Caston in 1480. 

6. The upper portion of the firat written leaf of a manuscript 
was frequently left blank, for an illustration by the vignette- 
painter. Space was also left at the beginning of every chapter, 
and sometimes of every sentence, for an illuminated initiaL 
Per many years the early printers likewise followed tliis plan, 
every book they issued requiring the hand of the illuminator to 
complete it. This illumination was a distinct branch of trade, 
and the workmen employed in it did nothing but paint ii 
initials and paragraph marks. Through carelessness or ignorance 
a -wrong initial was occasionally painted in, but as far as possible 
to prevent this, both scribes and printers inserted a small letter 
as a guide, which was usually covered over by the coloured 
capital. 

7. When transcribing a book, it was seldom thought a matter 
of any importance to add the date of transcription and the 
writer's name, though occasional instances of this are found. 
It was probably a like feeling which made the early printers 
follow a practice which has caused the modem bibliographer 
much doubt on many chronological points of the greatest interesti 
So needless was it thought to inform the reader when, where, 
or by whom a book was printed, that out of twenty-one works 
known to have issued from the press of Colard Mansion at 
Bruges, not more than five have a date alhxed to them, and 
nearly one hundred publications assigned to Caxton's press, 
considerably more than two-thirds appear without any indication 
of the year of imprint 

S. The similarity, amounting almost to identity, between, 
the printed characters of the early typographers and the written 
ones of their contemporaries, must also be noted. It was this 
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rimilarity which probably first gave rise to the now admitted 
fable of Fast selling his bibles at Paris as manuscripts, his im- 
peachment before the parliament as a sorcerer, and the necessity 
he was under of revealing his secret to save his life. 

The first printer, when he set about forming his alphabet, 
conld not have been troubled as to the shape he should give his 
letters. The form which would naturally occur to him would 
be that to which both he and the people to whom he hoped to 
sell his productions had been accustomed. It is not therefore 
at all wonderful, that the types used in the earliest printed 
books should closely resemble the written characters of the 
period, nor that this imitation should be extended to all the 
combinations of letters which were then in use by the scribes. 
Thus the bibles and psalters which appeared in Germany, 
among the first productions of the press, were printed in the 
characters used by the scribes for ecclesiastical service-books, 
while the general literature was printed in the common bastard- 
romaiL There is nothing whatever to support the assertion 
frequently met with, that the first printers made their books 
purposely like the old manuscripts in order to deceive purchasers 
into paying a good price for them. This view truly is the 
genuine outcome of the nineteenth century. 

When^SjsijByabeym and Pannartz, emigrating from Germany, 
took up their abode in the famous monastery of Subiaco, near 
Rome, they cut the punches for their new types in imitation of 
the Boman letters indigenous to the country, without an idea 
that they could do anything else. In the dominions of the 
Duke of Burgundy, where the labours of the scribes had been 
most extensively encouraged, the same plan was pursued. 
Colard Mansion, the first printer at Bruges, was also a celebrated 
tt^rapher, and the close resemblance between his printed books 
and the best manuscripts of his time is very marked. The same 
diaracter of writing was also in use in England, and Caxton's 
types accordingly bear the closest resemblance to the hand- 
writing in the Mercers' books, and to the volumes of that period 
tt the Archives at Guildhall Nevertheless Dibdin thus censures 
(^xton for not adopting Roman types : — " That perfect order 
tod symmetry of press-work, so immediately striking in the 
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pages of foreign books of this period, are in vain to bo 

for among tbe volumes which have issued from Gaston's press 

and the uniform rejection of the Roman letter so succesafuUy 

introduced by the Spiras, Jecson, and Swejnhejm and Pannarta 

is, unquestionably, a blemiah on our printer's typographical 

reputation." 

9. The short spacing of the early printerB also dsBervoa 
remark.* — The uneven length of the lines, bo noticeable ia 
manuscripts, was a necessity, as the writer could not forecaaS 
the space between the words so as to make all the lines of ai 
even length. But it certainly was no necessity with the printer 
for although in this respect the time-honoured custom of ths 
scribes was followed for a few years, the improved appearanca 
which evenness gave to tho work was soon observed, and ihuB 
a typographical step in advance was established. At Menti 
and Cologne tliis occurred at a very early stage. The firat 
Psalter, printed in 1457, and the Mazarine Kible of 1455 show, 
now and then, lines slightly deficient in length, as do some ot 
the earliest productions of Uiric Zel ; but this rudeness soon gavs 
way to a systematic plan of spacing the lines to one even lengfthi 
In the early specimens from the Bruges and Westminster piesHe^ 

* We ms; here observe, that bibliograpbeni often miEiise tbt 
" jostiScatiun'' when referring tu the praotiee of placing all the s 
the and of lines. The printer's term "justification" docs not necesmri^ 
refer to tbe spacing out ot tha wordt in a line. Ever; line in a page miul 
be " justified" or made of the nomiol length, and the la.st line in a paisi 
graph, oontnininE perhops no more than one word, nmat be justified eqiullj 
with the full-length line. Short lines are justified with quadrats, or pieoB 
of met^l, which fill up the line, hut, being lower than the type, do Do 
print. What U called "short," nr "bad," or "imperfect justification," j 
sure to reveal itself, to the dismay of the oompoeitor, by allowing tb 
faoltf line to drop out when the " fonne," or mass of type, is lifted. Th 
probable reason why Colard Mansion and Caxton did not space their Una 
to an even length is, that at that time they had not begun to aw tb 
ttitins-riiU. This nseful little slip of metal enables each letter as it i 
picked up by the compositor to be psased along on an even surface to il 
destination, instead of catching lu every unevenness or hurr of the prevka 
line. Its aboence would entail many obatmotionB to the spacing-out o 
linos, and render the plan of leaving all tbe spore space at tbe end, wtu' ' 
wa« actually adopted hy Gniton, at onoe more easy, eipeditioos, ftnd t 
fiom accident. 
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icing all the spare space at the end of the liiie«, , 
_ ing it between the words, gives a very rude ', 
to the page, &nd in these twoks it is curried to ft 
at than in the works of any German, Italian, or ' 
teis. Colard Mansion abandoned this practice in 
axton in 1480. 

i apparent, from the foregoing remarks, that tlie 
r first printers bore no slight resemblance to manu- 
indeed, until quite recently, a copy of the Matarino 

Library of Lambeth Palace, was bo regarded;* 
mblonce was soon modified, in many particulars, to 
lirements of typography. 

tion of manuscript capitals being both tedious and 

1 to the early introduction of large letters engraved 
ich were either printed in black at tlie Banie ini- 
18 other portion, or ia red by a aubaequent operation, 
aion seems never to have adopted them, although 
lis books are illustrated fay large and numeroiis 
Caxton inserted illustrations engraved on wood in 

books before 1484, the date of " .'Esop," in wliich 
lials first appear. 

s, likewise, are purely typographical in their origin, ' 
Having been content with heading their page with 
';" and the name of the treatise, Caxton followed 

the scribes in this particular ; for, with one escep- 
ad at the very end of his career, where the title of I 

printed alone in the centre of the first page, his 
iC without any title-page whatever. ' 

de "WorJe adopted the use of title-pages imme- 
' the death of his master, but Machlinia of X/mdon, 
jolraaster-printer of St. Albaii's, never used them. 
lute details may appear, at first eight, to bo hardly 
ecord ; but when we remember that two-thirds of 
mka are without any date, and that, by careful 

an old estitblUhed bookaetler, in one of our largest utthedml 
d a copy of Ciuctim'a " Statutes of Hen. VIT " ae an old 
it for 2». 6d. I Sob alao the remarka on Verard's " Euryalua 
D tiie Catalogue of tbe Harleiaa MS3., Vol III, No. 4392. 
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examination of the workmanahip, we can trace the printM 
gradually developing the changes from mannacript to typo- 
graphical character, we appreciate the eKistencB of a ms 
technical evidence which, like the strata of the earth, or the 
mouldings of a cathedral arch, affords chronological data quits 
independent of any other source, and enahles us, with a near 
approach to accuracy, to determine the age of any imdated book. 
To this evidence may he added some other important eigna 
which soraetimea bear witness to the date when a book 
printed. Such are the size of the printed page, its depth 
width, the number of lines in a page, the number of sheets in 
a section, and, above all, the sequence in the use of various 
typefl. In Gaston's books this sequence is very remarkable, as 
will be seen by the annexed table, where only books with fixoil 
dates are entered, bo that the reader may form his own jud^ 
meat as to the chronological order of the above-mentioi 
peculiarities. 

Some interesting facts may be gathered from this tab]& 

1. The types used by Caston bear a definite chronologicsi 
relation to one anotlier. Type No, i goes out of use, and is 
succeeded, in 1477, by Na 2. Type No, 3 is principally 
ployed for headlines during the use of Nos. a and 4. In 1480 
type No. 4 makes its appearance, but not tiU No. 2 is about to 
disappear. In 14S3 type No. 4* supersedes its predeo 
and, in its turn, makes way for Nos, 5 and 6, which close tha 
list. If tite books were added which give the dates of thi 
translation, which almost always coincide with those of thi 
printing, the result would be the same, 

3. All the books printed before 1480 were with lines of 1 
uneven length, whilst all printed subsequently wore spaced o 
evenly. 

3. Signatures and even spacing of the lines were 8yiichio< 
nous improvements, and both, when once adopted, were nevei 
afterwards abandoned. In the signatures themselves a curi 
fact may be noted — that whereas the custom of Caxton 
generally to use letters and Roman numerab, aa b j, for 
signatures, yet in the three years 1481 to 1483, and at no ot 
period, he used Arabic numeral^ thus fa i, or a 1. 



DEVELOPMENT. 



1111111 llllllllllll'g'lllll 


iiiiiii*iMiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
''■'■'hunmummm 






ntmtnt'tttnnt 




--„.»«„» ,,».V»VVVVV"^«^« 




roe naanyeu .... 

The Game of Gbeu, lit edition . 

The Life of Jason 

Dictea, lat edition 

Moral Proverbs .... 

Cordyale 

ChronicleB, let edition . 
Reynard, let edition . 

Tulle 

Godfrey 

Polycronicon .... 

Liber Faativalia, igt edition . 
CoDfessio Aaiantis 
Knight of the Tower . 

Msop 

King Arthur .... 
Charles the Great .... 
Paris and Vienno . 
Boole of Good Mannera . 

Art and Craft .... 

Kneydos 

Fayta of Arms .... 
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We may further add that the use of the paragraph mark (C) 

. Qevei appears before 1483; that the great device makes no 

appearance till 1487, the printed date to the third edition of 

the " Dictes " notwithstanding ; and that initiak in wood first 

appear in the " .iEsop " in 1484. 

By the application of these tests to the undated books we are 
enabled to ass^ each of ^em, with tolerable certainty, to a 
particular period. 





CHAPTER VI. 

COLARD MANSION. 

gKUGES, the old metropolis of Flanders, 
offers many points of the greatest inte- 
rest to the historian and the antiquary. 
In the fifteenth century, it was the chosen 
rosidenco of the sovereigns of the House 
of Burgundy, and to its marts resorted 
the most opulent merchants of Europe, 
trts, as well as commerce, were developed to a degree 
se unequalled since the Augustan age, and even Paris 
Bed in literary and artistic treasures. Artists and 
vera consequently numerous, and, as we have already 
of them who were connected with the production of 
3 enrolled as a trade guild. And this pre-eininenc« 
flterial to our inquiry, for William Caxton was not 
are than thirty years a constant resident in Bruges, 
■ a consideraljie period a position of great authority, 
3 city likewise took his first lessons in typography 
>d the materials necessary for the introduction of the 
ito hie native country. 

lanaion is generally admitted to have heen the first 
Jrugea, but of his history little is known. His name 
ly times in the old records still preserved in the 
library, and always in connection either with his 
le-manuscript writer, or with tlie. guild of St. John, 
me it appears it is written " CoUinet," a diminutive 
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of Collaert, from which Van Praet, his first biographer, thinks 
he waa at that time under age. In 1450 "CoUinet" received 
fifty-four livres from the Duke of Burgundy lor a novel, 
titled "Romuleon," beautifully iliuminated and bound in velvet. 
This copy is now in the Eoyal Library at Brussels, and another 
copy, written in characters exactly tike the types used twenty 
years later by Colard Mansion, is in the British Maaenm. Both 
the Seigneur de la Grnthujse and the Seigneur de Creveceur 
were his patrons ; the fonner, indeed, was at one time on BUch 
friendly and familiar terms with Mansion, that he stood god- 
father to one of his children. It does not, however, appear 
that in later years, when poverty laid its heavy hand on the 
unfortunate printer, any of his patrons came to his assistance. 

From 1454 to 1473 the name of Mansion is found, year by 
year, as a contributor to the guild of St. John, the formation of 
which has been already noticed. In 1471 he was "doyen 
dean, an office which he held for two years, at the espiratio 
which time he is supposed to have left Bruges for a twelve- 
month in order to learn the new art of printing. This is a 
needless assumption, grounded solely on his subscription for 
1473 having been paid through a brother of the guild- From 
1476 to 14S2 his name does not appear at all as a contributor, 
although the dates of the " Boece," the " Quadiilogue," and tha 
" Somme rurale," show that he was atill at Bruges, and pursuing 
his vocation. His subscriptioa to the guild is again entered 
in 1483, and his name occurs in the guild records for the last 
time in 1484, This was a disastrous year to Colard Mansion 
for, although not overtaken by death, as his early biographer 
have assumed, disgrace, poverty, and expatriation awaited him. 
He appears to have been in straitened circumstances for soms 
years, as in 1480 he could not execute the commission of Mod- 
seigneur da Gaaebeke for an illuminated copy of "YaleriuB 
Maximus," in two volumes, without several advances of money. 
The receipts for these instalnieutfi are still preserved, as is also 
a notice of Mansion's place of residence, which was in one of 
the poorest streets in Bruges, leading out of the Rue des Carmea. 
Hia typographical labours were carried on in one of two raonia 
over the porch of the church of St. Bouatus, for which we may 
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I same icnt as llie next tenant, six Uvres 
this room tii&t Colard Mansion, in May 
hod his beautiful edition ot Ovid's " Metamorphoflee," 
ent folio of 386 Icavee, full of wooJcuta, pristed-iii < 
&oni the text We know notliing of the sale of 
production ; but the expenses connected with it were 
is rain, for ahont three montha later he left the dty. 
ter of St Donatua, feeling uneasy aliout their rent, ' 

inquiries as to the prohability of Iiia return, there 

jpportimity of letting the room to a better tenant ; 

is in vain, and in October 1484 the apartment in 

neion had for bo many yeara been labouring at those 

hich are now prized ae among the glories of Qni^^, 

over to Jean Gossin, a member of the same guild as 

nd, like him, engaged in the manufacture of book?. 

,er, however, took care not to lose hy their tenant's 

;he conditions npon which his room (and probably a 

of printed sheets besides) was made over to Gossin 

he latter should pay np all arrears of rent. Nothing 

aown of ManBion after this sad event; ond it is 

contemplate the poor man turning his back upon 

city, to begin life anew at the age of nearly sixty, 

ny years spent in literary labour. It baa been sug- 

he took refuge in Paris, as the names of Paul and 

psion appear as printers in that city in 165a; but 

ti there is no evidence whatever. 

jjJTig the productions of Colard Mansion's pross, it 

Perplexing to the lover of accnracy to find tliat he, 

aarliest printers, issaed most of his productions 

^ and many without even name or place. In this 

Bowed the example of his predecessors, the scribes, 

.affixed their names, or the date of the transcript. 

Bumeratefl twenty-one works from his preaa, and 

been since discovered. These, to the eye of a 

rally divide themselves into two classes. 

i printed in a large bold Secretary type. 

I printed in a smaller semi-roman character, known 
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No one acquainted, although but slightly, with the practical 
features of typography can douht that the early books attributed 
to Caxton, and the early books issued by Mansion, came from 
the some press. Mansion employed for his first type a very 
bold secretary, exactly similar in character to the type first used 
at WestminEter. In PI. II and III they may be seen in juxta- 
position. It also closely resembled in shape and in size the 
character in which Mansion was accustomed to execute his 
manuscripta. He likewise printed, at the head of each chapter, 
the summary in red ink ; and here he displayed bo curious an 
instance of typographical ingenuity that the reader's attention 
is particularly requested to it. Jf we closely examine into the 
appearance which the red ink, as used by Mansion in hia 
" Bocoace," " Eoece," "Somme rurale," and "Ovide," presents, 
it will be noticed that it is very dirty in colour, and moreover 
that the black lines, nearest the red, have their edges tipped 
with red, a defect which tlie separate printing of lines in ted 
ink affords no opportunity for producing. The following ex- 
planation will satisfactorily show the modm operandi. The 
two colours were printed by one and the same pull of the 
press, all the type, both for black and red, being included in 
the same form. But it was impossible to heat the form with 
the balls, and leave a single line in the middle untooched ; so 
the whole page was inked black, and then (a space for play 
being always left above and below) the black line was carefully 
wiped from the intended red line, and that line re-inked with 
red by the finger, or by other means, after which the sheet was 
pulled. A twofold inconvenience attended this clumsy process, 
— the black could never be removed so completely that it would 
not taint the ensuing red, and the utmost care would not usually 
prevent the black lines nearest the red receiving a slight touch 
from the red finger, or ball. In fact, both these defects appear 
in every book printed hy Colard Mansion, in wliich the two 
eoloura were used, and to these was frequently added a third 
— the loss of a portion of the black ink nearest to the red 
caused by the wiping process. Actual experiment showa that 
this mode of working both colours at once is the only solution 
of tiie appearance, and the inducement for its adoption ww 
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ibftliility the perfect accuracy of " register " it secured, 
vas thus no fear of the red linea not fitting esactly 
)toper places-^an accuracy very difficult to ohtain, by 
printinga, at a rudimentary press. This peculiarity 
ansliip in the Bruges printer is not found in any 
I the Mentz or Cologne presses ; indeed all the typo- 
habits of the Bruges and Cologne printers were so 
ad opposite that it ia difficult to believe in any con- 
itween them, 

leen already shown that in early books uneven spacing 
sign that the workmanship is prior to that of books 
same press in which the linos are all of equal length, 
books of Colatd Mansion are only six in number, 
y hear this out. 

lin de Devotion before 1476 uneveD liaee 

I dn D^biet de> Nobles Hommei 147C „ 

b la CoiiBol&tiQn de FhiloBDphie 1477 „ 

jrilogue d'Alun duutier 147S* even linea 

me ru rale 1479 „ 

tAmorphoBeB d'Uvide 1484 „ 

then, 1478 as the year in which Mansion changed 
e, we may assume, without fear of error, that all 
d books, with short-spaced lines, were anterior, and 
dated books, with their lines spaced to one length, 

the " Quadrilogue." On this basis his undated 

1 may be thus arranged, 

478, having lines of an uneven length ; — 

its moi^ux des PhiloaDphei shurt-spoced 

ivectiveB contra la Secte ds VauderJe „ 

ntroTerae de Nobleaaa „ 

enCre troift valenreax PrinceB .,,.„,,,...,.. „ 

78, having lines of an even length : — 

dvineaux amoureiu. Edit. I full-spaced 

ictrimd du temps priSsent „ 

fjkriiie de bien rivre „ 

■pts in the volnme is 1477, which was the jear when the 
Bn^KMed ; the printing must have been later than this. 
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L'Art de bien moMiit 
La Purgatwre des aii 
I.' Abuse en court ... 
Lea EvangQea des Qi 
Le Diinat espiritaei 
Lei Adeuini 
DionjBii Areopaeiti 



Colard Mansion aeeme never to have produced works from 
his press with rapidity; therefore, aa the "Boccace" of 1476 
contained nearly 600 pages in large folio, and the " Boece " of 
1477 ahout the same, we may fairly assume that the five other 
short-spaced works were anterior to the "Boccace." Thia 
hypothesis would make Mansion a printer in Eniges about 
the time when Caston finished his translation of " Le Recueil 
des Histobes de Troyes," 

In the next Chapter it is proposed to show how all the 
peculianties noticeable tn the printed productions of Colard 
Mansion may be traced in those attributed to William Cazton. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
CAXTON A PRINTER. 

SSS *-IE evidence aa to where and from whom 
wS^i Carton a<:quired hia knowledge of the Art 
IGBi of Prictitig has been considered b}r nearly 
iSWK; eveiy bibliographer as being confined 
n^^ entirely to the information obtained from 
BmSJ ■ Caxton's own Prologues and Epilogues, 
with the one addition of the well-known 
f Wjnken de Worde, at the end of his " Bartholo- 
'roprietatibua Renini." The argument from technical 
:s in the books themselves has hitherto been almost 
erlooked, although a mass of the truest, because un- 
evidence may be found from the attentive study of 



iahaw, of Camhridfje, has most truly observed, in his 
■Jjidex," that the bibliographer should "make such 
Bad methodical study of the types used and habifg 
fcbBervable at different presses as to enable him to 
I be guided by these characteristics in settling the 
lOok which bears no date upon the surface."* But 
lilficulty in the way of this systematic study is the 
ty of having the books side by side, for their rarity 
that in no one existing library can they oil he found. 

3 the collection of 
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The "books printed in Caxton's typQ No. i, iiseil only at 
Bruges, are five in number, althougli we can trace liis direct 
connection witli but two of them. 

1. " The Recuyell of the Historyes of Troye," with Pro- 

logues and Epilogues. 

2. "Le Recueil des Histoires de Troye." 

3. " The Game and Playe of the Cbesse," with Prologue by 

CaxtOQ. 

4. "Lea Pais et Proeasea du Chevalier Jason." 

5. " MeditacionB sur lea Sept Pseaulmes penitenciaulx." 

To these muBt be added one book printed at Bruges in type 
No. 2. 

6. " Lea Quatre Derreunierea Choses." 

Before analysing the evidence supplied by Caxton's remarks 
and dates, it is necessary to explain how easily a mistake may 
be made, and an erroneous conclusion drawn, unless care be 
taken to remember the effect of the change of style upon the 
GommeDcement of the year. Id England, from the thirteenth 
century until 1752, the new year began on March 25th; while 
in liolknd an'3 Flanders it coraracnced on Easter Day. Neglect 
of this fact has led to many liiatoricat errors. Thus, one 
historian states that Charles I was beheaded on January 30th, 
1648, whereas others assert that the event took place on the 
same day in 1649; °^^ dates the flight of James II from Ma 
kingdom in February, 1G8S, whilst others date it in 1689. In 
these and many other instances one writer takes the old style of 
beginning the year, whilst others take the new style, each being, 
right from his own standpoint In a lately discovered 1 
printed by Caxton, and known as the "Sex Epistolae," 
have the text of several letters which passed between the Popa 
and the Doge of Venice, whicJi will be more particularly 
described under "Books in type No, 4." It is merely men!- 
tioned here as affording an apt illustration of the foregoing 
. remarks. The letters commence on December 1 ith, 1482, and 
I succeed one another in due order until the 7th of January, 
482, and the end of February, 1482. This was no blunder, 
for the old year continued until March sjlh, which waa New- 
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ay, 1433. BctiiroiDg now to tho consideiation of 
irst lessons in the Art of Printing, we will examine 
e books attributed to him, commencing with 
Ibcctbll." — This occupies the foremost place, because 
imseU teUs ua that with it he began his career as a 
Its Prologues and Epilogues contain curious and inte- 
isip from Caxton's own pen, t^Uing us how the Duchess 
dj, in whose service he then was, commanded him to 
be translation, which he had begun but not advanced 
tells us that he began to translate the work at Bruges 
ist, 1468, which, as the year in Flanders did not 
lence tOl Easter, was really 1469, that he continued 
t, and finished at Cologne on September 19th, 147 1, 
ng a period of two years and a half; that on its 
he presented it to the duchess, who rewarded him 
f ; that many persons desired copies of it, so that, 
I labour of writing too wearisome for him, and not 
. enough for his friends, he had practised and leamt, 
, charge and expense, to ordain the book in print, to 
lat every man might have them at once. As was 
i person making practical acquaintance for the first 
he effects of typography, Caxtoo ends with noticing 
3 eyes, accustomed to see one copy finished before 
1 begun, was the most wonderful feature of the new 
, that all the copies were begun upon one day, and 
■d upon one day. 

ods of time here mentioned by Caxton require 
I began to traniJate on March ist, 1469, but soon 
j self-imposed task, after writing no more than 
t (or sections of four or five sheets each). 
g of two years, in March, 1471, he resumed the 
and in the following September he presented the 
h the completed work. Now, six months would 
i yery likely time for the translation and a fair 
f to take ; but it would have been impoHsible to 
plished the printing also in that space of time, 
( the whole translation was finished befoie the 
B printed, as will be hereafter shown. We may 
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also notice, that the duration of Gaston's visit to Cologne must 
h»ve been very short, as his absence from Eruges lasted no 
more than six months. 

" Le REcnBiL " has but one date, and that evidently refers 
to the literary compilation alone, and affords no clue whatevep 
to the year of printing. Indeed, the numerous copies still 
extant in manuscript prove that the work enjoyed considerable 
popuiarity before it came under the hands of the printer. The 
date of the printing of this book has been fixed, by several 
writers, between 1464 and 1467, from the consideration that 
Le rivre, tbe compiler, is spoken of in the prologue as chaplain 
to the Duke of Burgundy, and in such a manner as to signify 
that the duke was then living. But in the English version 
there is a material difference 1 Le Fivre is not styled there aa 
in the French, " Chappellain de montres redoubte seigneur 
Monseigaeur le Due Phillipe de Bourgoingne," but " chapelayn 
vnto the ryght noble glorious and mighty prynce, in his ty-m&, 
Phelip duo of Bourgoyne." Philip, therefore, was alive when 
"Le Recueil" was printed, but dead when "The Recuyell" 
went to press. The duke died in 1467 ; and it is therefore 
inferred that " Le Recueil " must date between 1464 and 1467, 
while "The Recuyell" must be later than 1467. That thia 
should be considered as proving anything more than that the 
original French was compiled during the lifetime of Piiilip, and 
that when Caxton translated the same the duke was dead, seema 
' unaccountable. All the copies of " Le Recueil," both niana- 
I script and printed, followed the wording of the original, and 
the printer would no more think of altering it iu 1476, the 
probable date of imprint, than the transcriber would in copying 
the some twenty-five years later. The National Library afc 
Paris has a manuscript of this very book written after 1500^ 
but reproducing exactly the clause which, in the printed edition^ 
IB considered to be a proof of its having been executed prior to 
1467. Caxton altered the prologue of Le Ffevre to suit hil 
own time, because he was translating ; but, in printing froil 
the manuscript of another (assuming his connection with "li 
Recueil "), bo would have been in opposition to the practto 
of his age had he altered the original His translation m 
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printed and leprmted, word for woni, long after it 
iata. 

, therefore, no reason whatever for asserting that 

[U," written in 1 464, was printed before " The 

translated in 1474, and sent to press about the 

In fact, the whole tone of the epilogue to Book 

e Recuyell," leads unquestionably to the conclusion 

'8s the Tery first occasion on which Caxton had 

lelf with typography. He would never have said, 

amed to ordain this book in printe at my greitt 

expense," if he had already printed one or two 

Bernard assumes that Caxton bad nothing to do 

inting of " Le Recueil," and that it was executed 

imed hia attention to the new art. This opinion, 

■ not a single fact to supjiorl it. 

IB Book " affords but Little evidence of value, 

idng, for the most pait, merely a translation of 

y Jehan de Vignay for the Frencli original. It 

one date; but that is open to question in its 

"Fynyashid the last day of marcbe, 1474," are 

words of the epilogue. But what was finished. 

If or the printing^ From the context it was 

nnslation, although the printing was not many 

This date also must be advanced a year; for. 

Bed, the new year did not commence, in Flanders, 

■f, vhich fell, in that year, on April loth ; so that 

pl474, was, according to the modern reckoning, 

p to the second edition throws a httle light on 
'the first, Caxton there saya, in reference to 
irith the book : " . ... an excellent doctor of 
mode a book of the Chess mor^li.'^ed, which, al 
was resid'iiit m Bruges, came into my hands, 
the end that some which have not seen it, nor 
ch nor latin, I deliberated in myself to translate 
lal tongue ; and when I had so achieved the 
imprinle, a certain number of 
depesBhed and sold." He here appears 
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to mean that upon the completion of the translation he em- 
ployed some one elae to print it : — "1 did do set in imprinte." 
"Did do," according to the idiom of those days, was commonly 
used for doing a thing through the medium of another, Tha 
phrase was borrowed from the French — " plain pouoir de prendra 
et faire prendre les larrons," is the wording of an ordinanca 
dated in the fifteenth century. " He did do be said to ths 
messenger," for " he caused to he said," ia found ( 
of the "History of Jason." "The Emperor did do make a 
gate of marhle" occurs in the second edition of the 
Book," foL 85. Similar exaniples abound, so that we may 
fairly conclude that Caxton did not himself print the fitak 
edition of the "Chess Book," but that both the translation aud 
the printing were executed in Bruges. 

The other books, namely, the French "Jason," the "Medi^ 
tacions," and the " Qnatre Derrennierea Choses," contain 
bare text without remark or date of any kind, being, as bibliOi 
graphers say, sine uUd notd. 

The whole of the literary evidence therefore may be briefly 
summed up thus; "The Rccuyell" was translated in 
and printed some time after ; the " Choas Book " was printed 
after 1474, and probably in the latter half of 1475 > '^'' 
Recueil" was compiled ia 1464, hut, like the other four, 
no evidence of date of the printing, which was probably aboul 
1476. 

We will now examine the testimony affordel I 
of the technical peculiarities of these six boul. 
"The RecuyeU," the make-up of the sections, .i: ■ : 
of the volume, ia worth noting. It was the praclici' uf Caxtoi 
as of other printers, to commence the printing of his hooka wil 
the text, any preface which might he requisite, being add< 
afterwards in a separate section, with a different kind of si; 
ture. When, however, the whole of the manuscript, prolt 
OB well as text, was complete before it came into the pcjnl 
hands, there was no occasion for any such arrangement, 
appears to have been the ease with regard to " The Kecuydl,' 
where nothing has been added at the beginning, a 
section of live eheeta includes all the introductory matter, 
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well as a portion of the text. Now the first page, which bears 
the date of the conclusion of the translation, being on the same 
sheet as a portion of the text, it is evident that the whole 
Yolnme must have been in manuscript before any part was set 
up in type. "We may infer, indeed, from his own description 
of the effect that so much writing had upon him, that Caxton 
issued several manuscript copies before he thought of using the 
printing-press. The copy presented to the duchess was un- 
doubtedly manuscript ; or else how could Caxton have chronicled 
in the printed work her acceptance of the book and his reward 
for the present ? And this again leads to the supposition that 
the portion of the epilogue relating to the printing was added 
by Caxton to his original manuscript when he determined to 
print it 

For precisely similar reasons, Caxton's prologue to the 
"Chess Book," which was a translation or adaptation of the 
original French, is also a portion of the first section of the 
volume. None of the other books under review having pro- 
logues, we will proceed to a comparison of some other typo- 
graphical particulars. 

The following table will show some of the technical features 
of each book, and some of what may be called the " habits " of 
the printer : — 



5o. 



Title. 



Size. 



I 



1 TheRecuyell Fol. 

2 Le Reoueil Fol. 

3 The Chess Book ...Fol. 

4 Les Fids du Jason . . Fol. 

5 Meditacions Fol. 

6 Les 4*" derrennieres 

cfaoses Fol. 





No. Of 


No. of 


Type 


Sheets 


Lines 


No. 


in a 


in a 




Section. 


Page. 




5 


31 




5 


31 




4 


31 




4 


31 




4 


31 


2 


4 


28 



Measure- 
ment of 
Page. 

Inches. 



Spacing 

of 
Lines. 



5 X 7 1 uneven 
5 X 7 § uneven 
5x71 uneven 
5x7! even 
5x7! even 

5 X 7 f uneven 



09 
4> 

eg 

I 

none 
none 
none 
none 
none 

none 



From this table we perceive, — 

First, That the first five books are printed with the same 
types, are all of the same size, and all without signatures ; that 
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all agree exactly in the size of the page ; and that the even 
apacing of the lines in the "Meditacions" and the " Jason" 
proves that they were produced later than the others. 

Secondly, That the five hooka in type No. i may he c( 
Bidered as tlie production of one printer. 

Wto, then, was thia printer 1 When we attentively i 
amine the aliape of the letters in type JTo. i, we notice t 
remarkable similarity hetween it and that of the wriling of 
many Bruges maniAscripts of the same period, which would 
induce us, at first sight, to attribute the design of the type to 
some artist of that city. 

M. Bernard, whose opinion is of great weight, where hia 
nationality is not concerned, traces the pattern of type Na i 
directly to Colard Mansion of Bruges. Speaking of a mann- 
script in the National Library at Paris, written by Colard S 
sion's own hand, he says, "This book is written in o!J bStordaj 
and in exactly the same character as the types of 'Le BecneiJ 
des histoirea de Troyes;'" yet he attributes the cutting of t 
types to a French artist, and the printing to a German, Ulni 
ZeL The paper he also claims for a French mill, on account a 
the fleurg de Us, and the Gothic p with the quatrefoil, ignoiiiq 
the fact that these are common Flemish watermarks of t' 
fifteenth century, and found in abundance in the hooka be 
the Bruges and Westminster presses. 

That any of these books in type No. i were printed by TJld 
Zel, or any other Cologne printer, I cannot for a moment ImIisi 
It is possible, of course, that Zel, if employed to do so, cool 
have designed and cut types of the gros-b&tarde 
although, aa a fact, he never used such types himself ; but ■ 
the Cologne printers of that period had their own peculiantai 
and habits, which were not at all those of the Bruges printe 
Zel, from an early period, printed two pages at a time, as m 
be easily verified where a crooked page occurs ; for the oti 
page printed on the same side of the sheet wiC in every o 
be found crooked also. Now, " The Eecuyell " 
printed page by page, as were hkewise all the books I 
Mansion's press. And Caxton, when printing his quarto bool 
cut the paper up and still printed but one page at a timeL I! 
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acconnts for the entire rejection by Mansion,* and the sparing 
use by Caxton of the quarto size for their productions, as it 
necessitated twice as mnch press-work as the larger size. But 
stronger evidence is to be found in the fact that Zel, after 1467, 
always spaced ont the lines of his books to an even length, and 
would have taught any one learning the art from him to do the 
same ; yet this improvement was not adopted by either Mansion 
or Caxton until several years later. Whoever may have been 
the instmctor of Mansion and Caxton, and whatever may have 
been the origin of their typography, the opinion that either 
of them, after learning the art in an advanced school such as 
that of Cologne, would have adopted in their first productions, 
without any necessity for so doing, primitive customs which 
they had never been taught, and returned in after years by slow 
degrees to the rules of their original tuition, has only to be 
plainly stated to render it untenable. 

The printer of all these works was undoubtedly Colard 
Mansion, who had just before established liis press at Bruges 
— who cast the types on his own model for Caxton, and in- 
structed him in the art while printing mtJi and for him " The 
B^cayell" and the "Chess Book" — who certainly printed "Lea 
Quatre Derrennieres Choses" — who supplied Caxton with the 
material for the establishment of a press in England — who, 
about the time of Caxton's departure, used the same type for 
•* Le Becueil " — and who, at a still later period, printed alone 
Uie " Jason " and the " Meditacions." 

We will now examine " Les Quatre Derrennieres Choses," of 
which the only copy known is in the Old Royal collection in 
the British Museum. Like all Colard Mansion's books, and 
mlike any one of Caxton's, it is in French. It is printed in 
type Xo. 2, the type of the " Dictes " of 1477, ^^nd all the early 
bo^ which issued from the Westminster press. Then the 

* Van Fraety Bninet, and especially Campbell in his " Annales de la 
l^pof^phie Nderlandaise/' err in describing '* Le Purgatoire des mauvais 
Xiria,'* printed by Colaid Mansion, as a "petit in-40." The copy de- 
v&ei ii cut a little more than usual, but the watermark which is in the 
wMU tf the poff^ proYes the size to be folio, whereas had it been quarto 
fte vatamuurk must have been in the back and partly hidden by the 



L 



64 WILLIAM CAXTON. 

peculiar appearance of the red ink at once attracts attention. 
The two colours have been evidently printed at the same pull 
of the press, as was Colaid Mansion's practice. Here the 
process of wiping the black ink off lines purposely isolated, and 
then re-inking them with red, has been resorted to ; and here, 
too, as in the acknowledged productions of the Bruges preaa, 
the saniB defects have been produced; the red ink having 
tarnished appearance from the eubjacent remains of the black, 
and the black Hnes nearest the red having received a red edging, 
which, however interesting as a connecting link between two 
celebrated printers, by no means increases their typographical 
beauty. Now, as no Cologne printer ia known to have resorted 
to this nnique method of working in colours, I feel no hesitatioB 
in ascribing " Les Quatre Derrennieres Choses " either to Colard! 
Mansion or to Caxton working under bis tuition ; and as this 
peculiarity is nowhere found in Caxton's productions of tho 
Westminster press, the former would seem the more likely 
conjecture. 

The connection thus established between the types used by 
Caiton in his first attempts in England and those used by 
Colard Mansion is still further strengthened by the fact that 
the form of the &c., peculiar to typo No. i, is in Gevoisl 
instances, by an evident mixing of the founts, used instead 
of the proper sort belonging to type No. 2. This fumiahoB 
positive proof that the two founts were under one roof, whethez 
at Cologne or Bruges, or elsewhere. Whoever printed the fira 
books in type No. 1 most certainly owned type No. 2 also. 

Against all this, however, has to be placed the direct assertion 
of Wynken de Worde, who, in the probeme to his undated 
edition of " Bartholomieus de Proprietatibua Kerum," gives Itu 
following rhynie : — 

" And &1bu of joor charyte call to ramembraiitice 

The ftoule of Willjaoi Caiton fint pryntor uC tbis boke 
Id lateo tDDg;e at Coteyn hjself to auauce 
That euery well dUpoajd man may thereon lake." 

The phraseology of this verse is very ambiguous. Are we t< 
understand that the ediHo prine^ps of " Bartholomteus " p» 
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txton'a press, or that he only printed the fint 

nl that he issued a Iran^atian of his own, 

w only way in which the production of the work 

ica liiin in the Latin tongue t or, that he printfd in 

[vanco his own interests T The last seems the most 

Lding. But though the words will bear many con- 

^hey are evidently intended to mean that Caxton 

irtholomiBus " at Cologne. Now this seems to be 

ireless statement of Wynken de Worde; for if 

really {'rint " BartholomieuB" in that city, it must 

ith his own types and presBes, as the workmanship 

volumes proves that lie bad no connection with the 

ntere, whose practices were entirely different. The 

ry for the production of so extensive a work would 

nisiderable ; therefore, as Caxton's stay at Cologne 

W of his finisliing the translation of " Le Becuoil " 

\ the printing of this apocryphal " BartholomwHs " 

fl>Ben at a sulHequent visit, of which there is no 

Mition has yet been discovered which can, by any 

b imagination, be attributed to Caxton, although 

i than one old undated edition belonging to the 

M of printing. Accuracy of information was in 

|A much studied, aud to a general carelessness 

bid dates Wynken de Worde added a negligence 

Sown. We may excuse him for using Caxton's 

pral books which by their dates and types are 

m been printed by himself, as well as for putting 

k as printer to the edition of the " Golden Legend," 

B93i t^'> yeiirs after hie master's death. Such 

tere thought but little of at that time. But how 

^t for the blundering alteration in the 1495 edi- 

Polycronicon," where Wynken de Worde, making 

leaker in Caxton's prologue, four years aft«r his 

L promises to carry the history down to 1485; or 

titter error in the "Dictea" of 1528, in which, 

ig Caxton's epilogue, but substituting hia own 

me, he makes all the transactions there related 

J. Bivers (who had been fifty years m h 
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grave) and himaelfl "Wynken de Worde's Ijlunders in state- 
ments are well matched by his blunders in workmanship, of 
which, however, we will quote but two. In Caxton'a edition 
of the " Stans Puer ad Mensam," the third and fourth pages of 
the poem were accidentally trauBposed ; yet Wynken de Worde, 
notwithstanding the break of sequence, blindly reprints the 
error I Again, in hia edition of "The Horse, the Shepe, and 
the Ghoos," he actually omits a whole page without discovering 
his mistake ! Other examples might easily be quoted, but 
enough has been adduced to show that "Wynken de Worde was 
by no means careful in his atatementa* 

We must remember that Wynken de Worde, moreover, was 
too young to hare had any personal knowledge of Caxton' 
early efforts, and that the vast importance of the art to the 
entire world, and the interest attaching to its 
which would find no place in the mind of a fifteenth-century 
printer. We must not, therefore, regard De Worde's Btatement 
as deliberately made for the purpose of telling posterity some- 
thing about Caxton. Lewis, Caxton's first biographer, waa 
very sceptical concerning this Cologne edition of " Bartholo- 
UIBBUS." " Its having a Latin title," he says, "might possibly 
deceive De Worde, and make him think it was printed 
Latin. However this may be, it does not appear that any 
edition of it, printed by Caxton or any one else, either in Latin 
or English, that year, is now in being." 

* 'Williun Caxtim, except in the occaaioaBl intarchnnge of i and y, which 
were at that period considered tu equivalEOta, never altered the ortho- 
graphj of his Dune, a. fsct the uiore noticeable u the name cartainlj 
TDried In proDunciation : but Wjnken de Worde, although mentioning hii 
nuulei'R name but eight times, contrived to make the four 
Caxton, CaiBton, Cuton, and Caxon. With Fegud to hii 
Wynken de Worde appean to have tried how many 
invent, of which the following list ia not even coDipIrte ; — 

Wynken de Worde. Wynandus de Wordo. 

Wynden de Worde. Wjnandua de wotiL 

Wynkjn de Words, winandue de worde. 

Wynkyn Thowordo. Vunandua de worde. 

Wynkyn the Worde. Vuinandi de vuorde. 

Wynl^ de Word. Winand i VVordensL 

WinqniD de Worde. Winandi de WordenidM. 
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P^^rLfcpft Im Worde, who reprinted ** The RccuycU," had some 
TiTi^ nK/>IWjlu>a of Caxton having stated that lio liad been at 
O/^au&y uid carelessly adopted the idea as giving point and 
tiiraifc to hisi vene& 

Th« ffAiowiuii anecdotes illustrate in a curious manner the 
trp/j^sraphkai connection between Mansion and Caxton. A 
V/>kJKli«r of PariB purchased an old volume for the moderate 
ri3i of onf: louis. Ignorant of its great value, he took it to 
)LAfc \jk S^ma Santander, and asked him if ho thought two 
//n2* too <ifcar, "Xo," replied the wary bibliographer, and gave 
LIm th^ moni&y. That volume is now in the National Library 
«: F&ru, and contains, bound together in the (/rifjirud lx)ards, the 
**Qrtaririlogue," printed by Mansion at Bruges, and the French 
•*-/4AOB," print4wl in Caxton's tyjx} No. i. Something similar 
V/ thLi hftpp^ned in 1853, when Mr. Winter Jones discovered 
^ l\jh Library of the British Museum, '^ Les Quatre Derrennicres 
CtA«tf»," in Caxton's type No. 2, bound up with the " Medi- 
•judfjnsif^ in type No. i, and with contemporary handwriting 
rzcjung from i\t» last page of one work to the first of the 
ctL«; t\ifi volume Ijeing evidently in its original state, just a.s 
:; "wzti. print'j'l and bound at Bruges, in the little workshop of 
C^piAfl Mansion over tlie church porch of St. iJonatus. 

Iffcfft, perhaps, I may be excused if I venture to build a 
r.r>f hixt/jTy, found^^ in the absence of sure foundation, in 
SAsj lATia on proljability only, but which may nevertheless 
M witlcome to some as an attempt to draw into a consistent 
stfEfttiTe the scattered threads of Caxton's career between 147 1 
tOfi Ym ^^atablishment at Westminster. 

Caxton, liaving finished and been rewarded for liis trouble 
2& teabAlating "Le Recueil" for the Duchess of Burgundy, 
&AAd his book in great re^juest. The English nobles at Bruges 
wjih^i to have copies of this tlie most favourite romance of 
zcjz »;/ft, and Caxton found himself unable to supply the demand 
9,iu fcuflficient rapidity. This brings us to the year 1472 or 
147^ Colard Mansion, a skilful caligrapher, must have been 
tzf/wu Uj Caxton, and may even have been employed by him 
V. «xM;ute commissions. Mansion, who had obtained some 
lA^jwl^i^^H of the art of printing, although certainly not from 
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Cologne, had just begun his typographical labours at Bruges, 
and was ready to produce copies by means of the press, if 
Eupported by the necessary patronage and funds. Caston 
found the money, and Mansion the requisite knowledge, by the 
aid of which appeared "The Eeoujell," the firet book printed 
in the new type, and moreover the first book printed in the 
English language. This, probably, was not accomplished till 
1474, and was succeeded, on Caxton's part, in another year, by 
an issue of the " Chess Book," which, as we are informed in a 
second edition, was "anone depesshed and solde." Mansion, 
finding success attended the new adventure, printed the French 
"Kecueil," and, after Caxton's return to England, the French 
"Jason" and the "Meditacions." The three French works 
were doubtless published by Mansion alone, as Caston is not 
known to have printed a single book in French, although 
perfectly acquainted with that language. Caxton, having thus 
printed at Bruges "The Eecuyell" and the "Chess Book" 
with types either wholly or in part belonging to Mansion, now 
obtained a new fount of the pattern of the large batarde already 
in use by Mansion, but smaller in size, with the int«ntion of 
practising the art in England. To test its capabilities, " Lea 
Quatre Derrennierea Choses" was then produced under the 
immediate supervision of Mansion. 

Early in 1476 Caston appears to have taken leave of the 
city where he had resided for five and thirty years, and to 
have returned to his native land laden with a more precions 
freight than the most opulent merchant-adventurer ever dreamt 
of, and to endow his country with a blessing greater than any 
other which had ever been bestowed, save only the introduction 
of Christianity. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
WESTMINSTER. 

'N Uio preceding chapters Caxton's careot aa 
ail Apprentice, aa ft Merchant, aa Governor 
(if the Merchant- Adventurers, aa a Magis- 
Li;it«, and as an Anihaasador, has been 
traetid; the revival of literary tastes in 
Europe has been briefly sketehed, as well 
aa the htcTwy influences by which Caxton 
waa surrounded ; and we have seen his tmnalation of a romance 
for tiie Uuchees of Burgundy obtain such popularity that ho 
mi forced to have recourse to the new art of printing, in order 
to multiply copies quickly : hut wo have yet to investigalw 
the most impertant period of his history — those laat fiitoen 
years, to which the whole of his farmer life seems but the 
introduction — that short period which alone has caused the 
name of Caxtun to be inscribed on the tablets of history, and 
the typographical relics of which form the best and only 
niemorial which England possesses of her first printer.* 

AVe left Caxton early in 1476 preparing to return to Eng- 
land, after having disposed of Ida printed co]>ies of the " Chess 
Book " in Bruges. The next certain notii^e of liim is after 

■ There \a certainly the Roxburghe tablet in St. Margaret' b Church, 
Wertminster ; and, better atilJ, there is a " Caxton Paaion " in ooonoction 
with the "Pilatere' Corporation," by which the neeiis of eome afflicted 
auooeuon in Caxton's craCt ars alleviuted ; but a memorial worthy of our 
Ant [irinter and of bia countiymeu has never yet been attempted. 
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his aettlement at WeEtuiinster, when, in November ^42 2' ^^ 
had printed his first edition of the "Dictes an<I Say mga of 
_the Philoaophera." This book is, in facf, tlie earliest we have 
from Caston's press with an. indisputable imprint. It is evident 
that his arrangements for settling in. England, the engagement 
of assistants, aod all the other matters inseparable from a 
novel tmdertaiing, must have occupied a considerable time. 
If, therefore, we assume that Caxton commenced his new 
career in this country about the latter half of 1476 we cannot 
be far wrong. A cautious man, he began to try his powers, 
and ascertain the probable saJe for his productions, by printing 
email pieces. Copland, one of his workmen, who served with 
Wynken de Worde after his first master's death, has a curious 
remark upon this in the prologue to his edition of "Kynge 
Apolyn of Thyre," with which romance he appears to have 
commenced his career as a printer. " Whiche hooke I, Roberta 
Copland, have me applyed for to translate oute of the Frenshe 
language into our maternal tongue, at tbe exhortacyon of my 
foraayd mayster [Wynken de Worde], gladly foUowjnge the 
traca of my mayster Caxton, he/;yn.nifnije with small doryes aitd 
pamjletes, and so to otiiei:" That Westminster was the locality 
in which Caxton first settled, there is, fortunately, no room to 
doubt ; but as the exact spot has given rise to considerable 
discussion, it may be useful to collect all the instances in which 
Caxton connects his own name with a definite locality. We 
therefore give the following extracts taken verhattm ei literalim 
from hia works : — 

1477. Dictes and Sayings. First edition. Epilogue, m- 
prynled In/ me mlliam Oaxton ai westmestre. 

1478. Moral Provbrbs. Colophon. J haue imprinted .... 
At westmestre. 

14S0. Cbsosiclkb op Enqland. First edition. Colophon. 

enprinted by vie William Caxton Jn thabbey i^f tced- 

mynstre by lotidon. 
1480. Dksgription of Bhitain. First edition, Frologns; 

the comyn cronicUa of englond ben ... . now late «»• 

printed at we^mymtre. 
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diiutoiiii op THB WoBLD. First eOition. Prokigue. 

Ind emprimd by me .... to translate it into our 

taiemai tongxie . ... in tkabba^ 0/ taevtmeidre by 

attdon. 

Ietnakd the Fox. First edition. Epilogue, by m* 

nlPm Caxton traiidated , , , . in ikabbeji of leegl- 

loDFRKT OF BoLooxB. EpiJogue, aette in f'irme awl 

mpryrded .... in thabheij of westmenler. 

"iLORUiAGG OF THE SouL, Colophon. Empryntcd at 

reetmestre by tcilliam Caxtoit. 

JBBR Fbstivalis. First eJitiou. Colophon. Emprynttd 

t Wettmyneter by wyllyam Caxltm, 

luATDOR Sbkhonbb. First edition. Colophoo. £ii- 

rytded by Wylliam Caxton at Westmegtre. 

losFEaaio Amaktis. Colophon. £mprynted ed toeat- 

lesfrfl by me mllyam Caxton. 

OLDBN Legend. First edition. Epilogue, fynygshed 

at toestniestre. 

ATON. Colophon. Trandnteil . ... by William 
'axton in thabbey of Wesimyn-etre. 

Ikight op the Towbr. Colophon. enprynted at 
Veetmynntre. 

leap, Epilogne. cnpi-ynled by me willium Caxtoit at 
eefm^^tre in thabbay. 

HE Ordek of Chivalrt. Epilogue. traiulat»l .... 
/ me William Caxton dwdlynye in Westmymtre beeyde 
indoH. 

JNO Arthur. Colophon, emprynted and fyiiysshed 
i thabbey wegtmesire. 

ABis AND ViBNKB. Colophon, translated . ... by 
ylliarn Caxton at We«tmedre. 
DiRECTORiUH SACERDoTttM. Colophon. Impre»sum 

, . , apitd Westinonesterium. 

•OCTRINAL OF Sapibnce. CoIophoQ. translated . . , . 

/ toyllyam Caxton at Westmegtre. 

leae must be added Gaston's Advertisement, printed 

180. 
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"If it pleae ony man BpirituBl or temporel to bye oay pyea 
of two and thre comemoraoioa of saliaburi vso enpryntid after 
the forme of this preset lettre wliiche ben vel and truly cor- 
rect, lale hym come to westmonester in to the almoTtesrye at the 
reed pale and he ahal haue them good chepe." 

The following quotations are from titles or colophons of 
beoks printed by Wynken de Worde in the house of hia late 
master, only tliree of which are dated. 

ScALA Perfkctionib, 1493- 

And Wynkyn de Worde thia hath sett in print 
In WilUant Caxsto'iia howg so fyll the case, 

DntEOTOBiiiM SACERDOxnii, 1495. In domo Caxton Wynkyn 
fieri fecit. 

Lyndbwodb's CoNSTTrrTiONBa, 1496. Apud Westmonaeterium. 
In domo caxBton. 

The xii Pkofytks of Tkibulacton. Evprynted at Weit- 
viyster in Caxtons hous. 

DoNATtia Minor. In domo Caxton in westmonasterio. 

Whital's Dictionary. Ivipnjnted in the late hous of William 
Caxton. 

AcCEDBKCE. Pryrded in Caxons house at westinynstre. 

Tbb Chorle akd the Btrde. Emprynted at westvtestre in 
Caxtima hmiar. 

D0CTBYSAI.LB OP Dbthb. EnpryiUed at wedmynster Jn Cax- 
tons hous. 

Ortub Vocabulorum. prope cekberritnum manasterium quod 
xcentmyiidTB appellatur impre^sum. 

Adding to the foregoing the testimony of Stow, we shall 
have before us all the evidence of any authority, 

"Neare vnto thia house westward was an old chappel of 
S. Anne, ouet agaiuat the which the Lady Margaret, mother to 
King H. the 7. erected an Almeshouse for pooro women .... 
the placo wherein this chappell and Almeshouae standeth was 
called the Elemosinary or Almory, now corruptly the Ambry, 
for that the Almes of the Abbey wore there distributed to ~Uie 
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ad therin Islip, Abbot of Westmln. erected the first 
booke pirating that euor was in England about the 
[Christ 1471. William Caston, cittizen of London, 
sugbt it into England, and vae the first that practised 
ttjde Abbey." 

ng the foregoing quotations, it wiU be noticed that 
;he precise expression, Printed in the Abbey of Weet- 
■ affixed to some books, yet the more general phrase 
Westminrier is also used, and evidently refora to the 
ity, for otherwise we must suppose Caxton to have 
two separate printing-offices for many years. The 
bey" did not assume its modern sense, as applicable 
: fabric, until after the Reformation ; and the phrase 
at Westminster," used in 1484, just after "printed 
ej," 1483, and before "prinl«d in the Abbey," 1485, 
,t Caston himself attached to the word no very 
idea. We find also, from the ahove-raentioned 
snt, that "Westminster" in that instance meant 
ODesrje," where Caiton occupied a tenement, called 
■pale." The Almonry was a apace within the Abbey 
rhere alma were distributed to the poor; and hero 
Margaret, mother of King Uenry VII, and one of 
atronesses, built almshouses. Other houses were 
and we therefore conclude tiiat by the words in Ihe 
on meant nothing more than that he resided within 
precincts. 

,tioQ of St. Anne's Chapel and the Almonry, in 
that of the Abbey Church, seems to have been 
lod by all the biographers of Caxton. Dr. Dibdiu, 
ught, and others, place them on the site of the 
Qenry VII, which is the east end of the Abbey, 
ry was considerably to the west, and the following 
gathered from Stow, will give its exact locality, 
ibing the monastery and the king's palace, he pro- 
y, "now will I speake of the gate house, and of 
aete, stretching from the west part of the Close. . . . 
Dwarda the west is a Gaile for offenders .... On 
ie of this gate, king H. the 7. founded an almes- 
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liouse .... Neare vnto tLia house lundward was an old chappel 
of S. Anne .... the place wherein this chappel .... standeth 
■was called ■ the Almory." The Almonry was therefore west- 
Bouth-west of the western front of the Abbey. 

It has been argued that Caxton was permitted by the abbot 
to use the "Scriptorium" of the abbey as a printing-oflBce. 
Printing, even in those days of improvement, is necessarily in 
some parts a very unclean operation, but it was much more 
BO in its earlier years, some of the processes employed being 
extremely filthy and pungent. The Abbot of "Westminster 
■would never have admitted into the scriptorium anything so 
defiling, much less within the sacred walla of the church itself. 
There is, indeed, no evidence that any portion of the abbey 
was ever appropriated as a scriptorium : no mention of such a 
place is made by any historian, nor has any manuscript been 
recognised as having issued thence. 

The Abbot of "Westminster, at the time of Caxton'a aniTal' 
in England, was John Esteney, who succeeded to that office in 
1474, upon the promotion of Thomaa Milling to the Bishopric 
of Hereford, Those writers who maintain that Caxton returned 
to England before 1474 have mentioned Milling as his patron. 
George T^tscet succeeded Abbot Esteney in 1498, and was in 
turn succeeded by John Islip in 1500. Stow's chronology 19 
very faulty in ascribing to Abbot Islip any connection with 
Caxton, whose death occurred about nine years before Islip'a 
election to the abbacy. 

There is nothing to lead to the supposition that Caxton 
and Abbot Esteney were on intimate terms; indeed, the prtK 
bability is that they knew but little of each other. Our 
printer mentions Esteney but once, and that only casually, u 
illustrating the difficulty which even educated men experienced: 
in deciphering documents of a bygone age. In the prologue to 
the "Eneydos," Caston eaya, " My lord abbot of Weatmynalei 
did do ahfine to mo lata certayn euydences wryton in old 
Englisshe, for to reduce it into our EngUsabe now vsid." Th« 
sense of " did do shewe," as already noticed, would eeeni 
merely to signify "caused to be shewn :" or in other voidi^ 
the abbot only tent the documents. Caxton always appeUB t 
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1 prologue or epilogue, the names of thosu by 
Semployed ; and If ho had received any favour or 
from the abbot, he would io all likehhood have 
ne of his nnmerouB traaalations to him, as he did U) 
his palrona, Bome of whom, like Hugh Brycu uud 
aat, were plain " Mercers " only, 
ikely, therefore, tliat Caxton went to Westminster 
n of the abbot, or that he occupied any place within 
itself, or that he stood in any other relation to 
ban that of tenant. The rent-roll of the abbey was 
immediate charge of the abbot's cbamborlain, and 
axton would have to agree as to his tenure of "The 
n the Almonry, 

■n of Caston'a preference for the Almonry is not at 
though his being a Mercer may, possibly, have had 
;tion with his choice, as the Mercers' Company hold 
ments of the abbots of Westminster. Some of 
n the parish of St. Martin Otewioh (Broad Street 
lin the city walls ; and there was also a tenement 
: Pye," and another called " The Grehounde," the 
which are not mentioned. The rents paid for these 
ered in the "Renter Wardens' Account- books," at 
db But whatever induced Caxton to settle at 
', we may safely infer, from bis own mention, not 
wo or three years later, of " The Red-pale " as his 
t was there he originally established himself, that 
inslations were made and works printed, and that 
nded by his books and presses, and soothed by tho 
lions of his daughter, he breathed his last, 
le Worde, his immediate successor, printed several 
same place, dating them from " Caxton's house in 
." This phrase was considered, by tho early bio- 
joston, as proving that he had migrated from the 
where they assumed he first set up his press, and 
imaelf in a new residence. Bagford, with his usual 
ivention, identified the very street and house into 
in moved, and assigned reasons for his ejection 
ey. Por many yeara an old house in the Almonry 
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was currently believed to have been that in which our first 
pinter dwelt; but Mr. Nichols, who, as well as Knight, gives 
a woodcut of it, is of opinion, that the house could not be older 
than the time of Charles L Upon its demolition in 1846, 
portions of the beams were made into walking-stieka and anuft- 
boxes, and presented to various patrons of literature as genuina' 
relics of the famous printer. Interesting, indeed, would it hava 
been if we could have identified the exact spot where the first 
press was placed on English soil, and still more so if we could 
liave stood in the very room where Caxton worked ; but un- 
certainty hanga over all this part of our history. 

The printers of the fifteenth century, especially in Holland 
and Flanders, very frequently used armorial beaiinga for their 
trade-marks, the sliield being represented as 
hanging from the branch of a tree. A broad 
band down the centre of the shielJ is, to 
heraldic language, caUed a " pale," and this, 
if painted red, would be a "red pale." 
Doubtless this was the sign used by Caxton 
to designate his house. The woodcut oppo- 
site, taken from Holtrop's " ilonumena Typo- 
graphiques," pL 71, shows a house of the 
fifteenth century, which has two tenants, both printers, each 
of whom has a sign. This was in Antwerp. The printei 
Delff, in Holland, used a "hlack pale" for their marks. 

"We have already mentioned "The Greyhound" aa being held 
by the Mercers' Company from the Abbots of Westminster. 
From the same "Account-book" it appears that in 1477 thu 
"livelihode" made a "visitation," and "kept a dinner 
"The Greyhound," which cost them 26s. &d., besides sd. fol 
washing the table-cloth. There is nothing to indicate the locality 
of this tenement ; but from the fact that mercers, as well 
drapers, dealt largely in cloth and various woollen goods, 
would necessarily bo much interested in the great staple 
wool, held at fixed intervals, not far from the abbey 
They would therefore require a place in the neighbourhood 

• Stow okja the AbhoU of We«tmijister had tnx wcml^bonae* in 
Staple grsntud tbcnj b; King Heury VL 
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dnnng their risiUtion, which would, nt the some time, 
tli«tn good accommodalion for a dinner at its dose. 
1 here we may leinork that, althottgh bo muuh of his 
btDtton inu devoted to tronalating and printing, Caxton 
cfcaU; ttiU Uiok counidnmhle interest in bia old vocation, 
wool-iitiii'l') Fit \Veptmin8t<ir was an important mart, and 
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Beema, from the entries of Bolaries paid to priests, from money 
spent in obits, was, and vestments, and from the granting of a 
few pensions, to have been somewhat like the " beneOt societies " 
of the present day, with the additional advantage of prayers for 
the repose of the sotils of deceased members. And yet, if only 
a religious guild, it ia not apparent why they required certain. 
tenements in Aldermary, which they leased of the Mercers' 
Company, not far from the Steel Yard of the Uanse merchants, 
where large quantities of raw wool were stapled. But whatever 
may hove been the objects of this guild, thoir accounts, made 
up by their clerk every three years, show that towards the end 
of the fifteenth century they were in a flourishing state, with 
a good balance to their credit ; and that, on Midsummer-day, 
they, too, had a "general feast," on which they spent a lai^ 
portion of their income. The expenses of these lavish feasts, 
each time filling at least two folio pages, are entered in the 
accounts with great minuteness, from the amount paid to the 
"chief ook" as a reward (which was more than twelve guineas 
of modem money), down to the boat-hire for the " tutbuta, 
and nearly ^4 for "pottes broken and wasted at the same 
fest." * Of this guild Caxton was a member for some years 
before his death. 

* After an entry of the pajnient of six priaita' salaries, there occnr- 
"CoBtes and pcellei allowed by the hole Brotherhode toward theipenoei 
of the geball fest in iij*' jere of this accompt." 

TheBB "Costa and Parcels" oocupj two folio pagea, and contsli 
following among other itenu :~ 

" A tonn of wjns vj li " 

"Paide to John Drayton ohief colt for hia re- 

"AIbo for the hire of xxiiij duseyn of erthen 

pottaa for ale k wyna iiij s " 

" Also for erthen pottes broken k wasted at 

the same feat vj b riij d " 

" Also to Uij playere for their labour xij b id" 

\" Also to iij mynBtrelles ix t x d " 

"Also for the mete oE diuen strangers irj a " 

" Also for roBsbea iij a iiij d " 

" Alao for vj doBsyn of white ciippfa iiij b " 

" Alao for portage and botsbyre o( the Turbut iiij d '" 

" Also for ii Turbutta it 1 ij d " 
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lasaat to think of our printer as retaiiiinf; tbe frieiui- 
I City merchants after oil official rulalioniihip botwoon 
been disaolved. That this was the case is provwl by 
lulogy of tbe City of London, anil his continnnnco aa 
ol tho Mercere' Company, He, no doulit. haj many 
iends and supporters; indeed, it wouM be ImnUy a 
the imagination to fancy thut, during tho holding; of 
^ool-etaple at Westminator, CaKton would bo no dia- 
ibserver, and that at its close, when the wardens and 
hode" flocked to tbe "dentr kept at the grebounde," 
B by right as a liveryman of tlie Mercers' Cunipany, 
■ would be always a welcome gneat. Surely, before 
remembrance of post associatioaa and services, one of 
g-pledges woidd be, " The health of William Coston, 
01 of our fellowship beyond the sea." 
etum to facts. There is no doubt that Coxton was 

his tenement in the Almonry wben he printed tho 
a 1477- He would, therefore, be in tbe parish of 
et : and it ia somewhat remarkable that a person 

Eome name was buried there about two yoars later, 
e parochial records ahow an entry among the receipts 
.al fees of twenty pence for two torches and three 

low mass for William Caxton. Dilxlin assumes 
D have been our printer's father : possibly bo, but 
I evidence of kindred. We may notice, however, 

1 the amount paid may to us seem tdfling, yet it 

1 double the avera^-e burial fees of that period, 

I by the same accounts. About this time tbe 

it payment of ^30 (equal to ^400 or .£'450 now) 

fcCaxton for " certain causes or matters performed 

■«f " OaponB, ohekyns, geee, conyee, and pe[onea '' (jiigeonB), 

T provided them with "iiwaiinyB" oud "hcroiiB," with all 

g Dyrtera and "tee pranya," or prnwnit, with oil wirtB 

B, with jellies in "ii daaeD gelj diBhes," and with abun- 

\ The quantity of ale. wine, and ypocraa provided by the 

~ 103, and one cannot wonder at the heavy entriea for 

a broken and wanted," The 000k BoeniB to have been 

t Eberally than the wardens, who had but iix B between 
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by liim for the eaid Lord the Eing." flight not this have been 
for assistance to Edn-snl TV and bis rettnne wheo fngitives ab 
Bmgesl 

Caxton, aa might be expected, held a high positii 
panah ; and, vithin a very short time of his arriTal, his name 
appeals aa auditor of the parish acconnts. The parish audit 
seems to have been a very simple affair. It was open to all 
the parishioners, and the accoonts were probably read aload 
by the cleik who was engaged by the churchwardens to keep 
them. The balance in cash, and the castody of the " trea- 
sures" in the church, were then handed over to the incominj 
wardens, and the names of the most substantial parishioner 
present were added by the clerk to the usual form declaring 
the correctness of the accounts. The business on these occsr 
sions was fitly concluded by a good " supper." Caxton's namft 
appears annexed to the audit for the years 1478-80, 1480—82, 
14S3-S4; and it would have been most gratifying to have 
found tliat the signatures at the end of these and other accounts 
were genuine autographs. All the names, however, 
same handwriting, which is that of the scribe or priest engaged 
to keep the parish books. 
,^Caxton did not enter upon his new adventure of piintii^ 
' books without good and able patronage. Edward lY, as w« 
/ have seen, paid him a sum of money for certain 
I formed; and Caxton printed "Tully" and "Godfrey" ondel 
'. the king's " protection." The king's sister Margaret, Cuchest 
of Burgundy, was his friend and supporter, and perchance may 
have paid a visit to her old servant at the "Ked-pale," whei 
J she visited England in 1480. Margaret, Countess of Richmond 
mother of King Henry YII, also favoured his designs. £ai 
Eivers, brother to the queen, was a fast friend, with whoi| 
Caxton seems to have enjoyed a considerable degree of intimai^ 
and the Earl of 'Warwick likewise must have had some knoir 
ledge of him, aa Caxton dedicated to him the " Cbess-Book. 
I The "Order of Chivalry" was dedicated to Richafd III. Hour 
VII personally desired Caxton to translate and print the "Fajt 
of Arms," and the " Eneydos " was specially presented to Arthui 
l^rince of Wales. Mastei William Danbeuey, King Henry YI' 
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, was hie "good and syngder friend." William, E»ri 
lei, took great intcreat in his progress, and allowed 
' yearly fee " of a buck in summer and a doe in winter. 
Fastolf, a great loTer of books, of whose library eovetal 
(till esiat; Hugh Bryce, mercer and king'a ambassuduri 
Pratt, a rich mercer; and divers unnamed "gentylmen 
IS," are known to have employed liim. Some of these, 
'noble lady with many fairs douglitcrsi," for whom he 
" The Knyght of the Toure," engaged him to translate 
to print. , 

6 death deprived Caxtoa of hie old friend William 
lo, on his deathbed, requested hijn to print "The 
Good Manners." The terms in which Caiton men- 
,t OS a fellow mercer, an honest man, and "a singular 
old knowledge," show that a close bond of union 
>tween the two. It is to be hoped that their mutual 
the amendment of manners, and the increase of vir- 
tg " — was promoted by the publication. 

I died, and was buried at St. Margaret's, one " Mawde 
}i whose relationship to William Caxton there is no 
lence. It may have been the Maude who, twenty- 
earlier, became his wife while he waa yet in Bruges ; 

II explain, in a moat interesting manner, the reason 
that year suspended printing the "Fayts of Arms," 
td finished a new undertaking, "The Arte and Crafte 
IL" 

iOry of Caxt«n after his settlement at Westminster in 
fined to a catalogue of the productions of his press, 
Y many were prini«d from his own manuscript, and 
ions which often afi'ord the date of translation or of 
The following table presents an arrangement of these 
I which we may obtain some idea of the time occupied 
analation and printing. The roiaority of Caxton'g 
rever, bear no date whatever ; and here the only 
correct arrangement must be a careful examination 
risen, of the peculiarities of the various types. In 
'ariationa may be noticed from some of the dates as 
Caxton; but these are merely apparent discrepancies 
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anaed by the difference between the old and new style of 
■eckoning the commencement of the year, and also by the 
UBtom, then so common, of dating by the regnal year of the 
lovereign. 


»a™.. 


TRANSLATIOS. 


PRINIINO. 


1477— Nov. 18... 
I478_Feb. 20... 
1479-Feb. 3.- 

lUr. 24.. 
i48c^Apr. 22... 

June 10... 

Aug. 18... 
14S1— Jan. I... 

Mar. 8... 

Mar. 12... 

Juue 7:: 

i4S2-July 2... 

Oct 8... 

M83-Jnne ... 

June" 6... 
June 30... 
Sept 2... 
Nov. 20... 
Dec. 23... 
1484-Jax.. 31-.. 
Mw. 26.,- 

Sept." 13,.. 
,48S-June 18... 

July 31... 

Aug. 31... 

Deo. 1... 

Dec. 19 - 
,4R6_J„ne 8... 
,487-May 11... 
1489-Jfln. 23... 

Mny 7.,, 

July S„, 

I49o^Iune 15.,. 
July l^-'l. 




Dictea, lat edition (e) 
Moral Proverba (<) 
Cordyale (6) 
Cordyale (e) 








Orid, 15th Book (()... 


ChTmiides, (rt edit, {t) 
Description, lat ed. (e) 




Mirrour, latedit (i)- 
Mirrour, 1 st edit. («) . . . 






Reynart, irt edit. (e)... 








Tully (j) 
Godfrey l() 




Poljcronicon (b) 


Chronicles, 2nd ed .{<) 


Knight of the Toupb (e) 






Pylgremage «) 
Festival (e) 
ConfesHio (() 
Golden Legend (e) 

KQiBtt of the Tnote {t) 

Order ol Ohivftlrr {t) 
















chacUM^ ;::: 






King Arthur (e) 


P.ri. KidVienae («)... 


Charles [t) 

Parin and VfeniiB (t) 


GaodlU^ni^' (e) 


GoodMBiinen(e) 


F»yt»(6) 








Art iind'Craft'(e) 


Directorium, and ed. {*) 


F»jt- W 






\b) meuia begun. (i) meMu adtd. ■ 
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une Ulile shows that CaxtoD took ten wooks for tliH 
)n of the "Mitroui' of the World," containing 198 
welve weeks for "GoJefroy of Bologne," 384 pagw, 
ly Bix months for "Fayts of Amm," 286 pages. Tlie 
lOiipied in printing " Cordyale," 153 ym-geB, was ouly 
leks, whilst "Godfrey," supposiiig the printing iiume- 
> foUow the completion of the translation, took nearly 
hs. The " Knight of the Tower," 308 jages, required 
nths; "Charles the Great," 18S pages, five and a half 

"PariB and Vienno," 70 pages, three and a half 

"Good Manners," 133 pages, eleven months; and 
if Arras," 386 pages, more than a year. 
I's own translations made in this country were The 
ife of Jason ; the Mirror of the World ; Roynart the 
)dfrey of BuUoyn ; the Golden Legend ; the book 
ton ; the Knight of the Tower ; .Esop'a Fables ; the 
Chivalry ; the Koyal Book ; the Life of Charles the 
le History of the Knight Paris and the Fair Vicnne ; 
, of Good Manners; the Doctrinal of Sapience; tlie 
Arms ; the Art and Craft to Die Well ; Eneydos ; the 
he Life of St. Winifred ; Blancbardin and Eglantine ; 

Sons of Aymon ; and the Gouvemayle of Health, 
itain more than 4,500 printed pages, Tlie total pro- 

hia press, esoluding the books printed at Uruges, 
) above 18,000 pages, nearly all of folio size. These 
leak more forcibly than any argument for the great 

and perseverance of Caxton; anij.to this list must 
the translation of the " Vitte Patrum," which he 

)nly a few hours before his death, but did not live to 

t/ho have blamed Caxton for not choosing the Bible, 
reek and Latin classics, for the use and instruction 
untrymea, have quite overlooked the impossibihty of 
business profitable (and Caxton tells us, in " Charles 
," that he earned his living by it), unless it supplied 
of the age. The demand in England in the fifteenth 
■as not for Bibles in the v*nacular, nor for Horace, 
Somei^ whose writings very few could read in the 
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original texts ; * but the clergy wanted Service-books, and 
Caxton accordingly provided them with Psalteis, Commemora- 
tions, and Directories ; the preachers wanted Sermons, and were 
supplied with the "Golden Legend," and other similar books; 
the " piynces, lordee, barons, knyghtes & gentilmen " were 
craving for "joyous and plejsaunt historyes" of chivalry, and 
I the press at the " Red-pale " produced a freali romance nearly 
I every year."] Poetry and history require for their appreciation 
a more advanced mental education, and of these, therefore, the 
issue was more scanty. By thus bringing his commercial ei- 
' petjence to hear upon his new vocation, and by accommodating 
the supply to the demand, while, at the same time, he in no 
slight degree directed the channel in which that demand should 
flow, Caxton contrived to earn an honest living by the produce 
of his pre^, and to avoid the fate of his typographical brethren 
at Eome, Sweynheim and Pannartz, who, having printed too 
many works of the classic authors, about 12,000 volumes in 
five years, became bankrupt, and sank under the dead weight 
of their unsold volumes. 

Thus, in the selection of Imoks for his press, some of which 
he obtained " with grete instaunce, labour, and coste " — in 
translating and printing — in friendly communication and inter- 
course with the best educated men of his day — in the discharge 
of the social duties of bis position — Caicton passed the few 
remaining years of his life. In 1491, when close upon seventy 
years of age, but still in full vigour of mind, he undertook the 
translation of the " Vitie Patrura." Whether disease was at 
this time gradually undermining his health, or whether, as the 
following colophon renders more probable, he was taken ofi" 

• The hirtorian Gibbon regrotB that in the choice of authors Cwitaa 
"wis reduced to comply with tbe Ticious taate of hia resdem 1 tn gratify 
the nobla with treatises on herolilr;, hawkiug [Catclan prinltd nothing iff 
Ike aDTt], sod the game of Cheu : and to arouse the popular credulity with 
roinaiiCHe of fabulous knighta and legends of some fabulous saints. Thu 
father of printing eipresses a laudable desire to elucidate the histoi; of 
his oaaatrj ; but instead of publishing the Latin chronicle of Itadulpbni 
Higdea [uAicA twy fete could have readi he could only vcntore on th« 
Bngliah venioD by John de Trevisa .... the wurld ia not indebted to 
Bngland for one Jlrit edition of a classic author ! " 
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suddenly, is unknown ; but it is an interesting fact that he was 
spared to work at his favourite task of translation till within a 
few hours of his death. 

The following is Wynken de Worde's colophon to the " Vitae 
Patrum : " — " Thus endyth the moost vertuouse hystorye of the 
deuoute and right renowned lyves of holy faders lyuynge in 
deserte, worthy of remembraunce to all wel dysposed persones 
which hath bs translated oute of Frenche into Englisshe by 
William Caxtpn of Westmynstre late deed and fynysshed at 
the laste daye of hys lyff." 

The exact date of his death has not been ascertained ; but 
the burial is entered in the parish accounts for 1490-92, and 
from the position of the entry would appear to have taken 
place towards the close of the year 1491. This date is con- 
firmed by the following manuscript note, quoted by Ames : — 
"There is wrote down in a very old hand in a Fmctm 
Temponmi of my friend Mr. Ballard's, of Cambden, in Glou- 
cestershire : — * Of your charitee pray for the soul of Mayster 
Wyllyam Caxton, that in hys time was a man of moche ornate 
and moche renommed wysdome and connyng, and decessed 
ful crystenly the yere of our Lord mcccc lxxxxj.' " 

** Moder of Merci shyld him fro thorribul fynd, 
And bryng hym to lyff etemall that neuyr hath ynd." 

He was buried in his own parish churchyard, and in the 
account- books of the churchwardens appear the following 
faneral charges: — 

Item atte Bureyng of WiUiam Caxton for iiij torches ... v j s viij d 
Item for the belle atte same boreyng v j d 

These fees are considerably higher than those paid by the 
majority of the parishioners, and are equalled in but very few 
instances; they thus afford further evidence of the superior 
position held by our printer in his parish. 

Caxton's property consisted probably of little more than his 
rtock in trade. He nevertheless left a will, as fifteen copies of 
the " Golden Legend " are recorded in the parish accounts as 
having been "bequothen to the chirch behove by William 
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Cax3ton." The "Golden legend" was first printed in 1484, 
but the second edition, of which the bequest probably con- 
aiated, was not executed till four 01 five years later. By the 
churchwardens' account for 1496-98, it appears that by that 
time they had disposed of three of the fifteen copies : one for 
6g 8d, and another for 6s 4'/, by the agency of WiUiam Eyolle ; 
-^ and one for 68 Sil to the parish priest, probably for bia own 
use. Within the nest two years William Geiffe took five 
copies at an average of 5a 4rf each ; John Crosse one copy at 
5* 8rf; Walter Marten one at 58 tid; and Daniel Afoi^e E 
at 5s lod; another being sold in " Weatmynster halle" for 
5a 8d. This should have left remaining, in 1500, four copies to 
be accounted for, but the "Memorandum" acknowledges only 
three; probably one copy had been appropriated by tbe church- 
wardens to the use of their church. Two more copies we 
sold in the ensuing two years, and one left unaccounted for. 

The discovery of Caxton'a will would probably settle satis- 
factorily many questions about his family and relations, but 
all the registries in which it migbt possibly liave been da- 
posited have been searched without success. 

That our knowledge of William Caxton is coultned almost 
entirely to his public life, is much to be regretted. We can 
trace to some extent his career in commerce as well as in 
diplomacy. As a printer too, we can judge ot bim by t 
examination of his works ; but when wo wish to portray the 
man as a master, or in domestic life, or we desire to know what 
his neigiibours thought of him, we fail for want of reliable 
materia!. From bis appending a bitter satire on "women" 

il to the " Dictefl and Sayings of the I'bilosophers," we might 
J have inclined to think him a bachelor, did we not know that 
J he had a wife and daughter when he came to England ; but 
. that he was unmarried while "governor" at Bruges is almost 
certain, as the rules of celibacy were very atriot among mer- 
chants living out of their own countries. The Steel Yard 
merchants had a stringent law on the subject, and the Merchant 
Adventurers were doubtless guided by the same policy. 

We naturally turn to the prologues and epilogues attached to 
Caxton's translations for traits of character, but here again, wa 
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junded by dJiEcultiea, ^There pxiste^l in tlioso Jays nu 
I liteiature. Every antlior took from others what bust 
lis purpose, and that without acknowledgment, except 
authority to his own opinions. This practice has in- 
many of the works of that pieriod in conaiderablo 
T. Caxton was not free from this characteristic of his 
we accordingly find him appropriating whole prologues 
oguea from the Pranch originals, altering tliera only 
applicable to himBeif. Such instances may be goen 1 
Chess Book," the "Mirror," the "Goldon Legend," 
1," and others. Great caio is therefore requisite to | 
sh between Caxton's own thoughts and tho mere trone- 
those of others. ^, But, after making due allowance for 
,here yet remains, in Caxton's prologues and epilogues, 
turn of individuality, which must be the basis for any 
sreciation of his character. His repeated eulogies of 
rV, and the members of his family, indicate that all 
cal sympathies were with the House of York, This 
lateral, for the development of trade consequent upon 
Iween England and the princes of tho Low CoimtrieH, 
the English merchants staunch ailherunts to the White 
[is writings also reveal that ho had a deep sense of 
and was strict in the observance of his Christian 
Although in one sense the greatest reformer that thix 
bas ever known, he was quite unconscious of th(< 
of the art which ho introduced. In the tone of his 
was indeed eminently conservative, comparing the 
times of his apprenticeship witli the degeneracy of the 
g generations, when in the youth of London there was 
el nor good com found, but chaff for tho most part" 
icemed was be to note in his latter days the decline of 
and he urged his Sovereign to take immediate mea- 
its revival, even to the extent of engaging in a new 
jainst the Turks for the recovery of the " holy cyte of 
m." Conservative as he was in theory, there seems 
believe that he was no less so in practice. Caxton 
'6 in to the naw-fangled ideas of printers about the 
I of title-pages to books, though if we may judge from 
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the fact of Wynken. de Worde using them immediately after 
his mcister's death, he was of the revei^o opinion. In the 
adoption of signatures, initials, and lines of Ein even length, he 
was very tardy, and from the use of red ink he was evidently 

yf As a linguist, Caxton undoulitedly excelled. la hU native 
tongue, notwithstanding his self-depreciation, he seems to liave 
been a master. His writings, and the style of hia translationa, 
will hear comparison with Lydgate, with Gower, with Eari 
Kivers, the Earl of Worcester, and other contemporaneous 
writers. Many of his readers, indeed, thonght him too " ornate " 
and " over curious " in his diction, and desired him to use mora 
homely terms ; but, since others found fault with him for not 
using polished and courtly phrases, we may fairly presume that 
he attained the happy medium, "ne over rude, ne over curious," 
at which he aimed. When escited by a favourite subject, as 
the "Order of Chivalry," he waxed quite eloquent; and the 
appeal of Coxton to the knighthood of England has been often 
quoted as a remarkable specimen of fifteenth -century declama- 
tion. With the French tongue he was thoroughly c 
although he had never been in France ; but Uruges was almost 
French, and in the Court of Burgundy, as well as in that of 
England, French was the chief medium of conversation. With * 
Flemish he was also well acquainted, as shown by his trans- 
lation of " Reynart ; " indeed, this language, after so long a 
naidonce in Bruges, must have become ^most his mother- 
tongue. X 

Caxton s knowledge of Latin has often been denied or under- 
rated ; hut as governor of the English nation in Bruges, and as 
ambassador, he must have been able to read the treaties ha 
.assisted to conclude, and the correspondence with the king's 
coancil. Moreover, he printed books entirely in the Latin 
tongue, some of which were full of contractions, and could 
only have been undertaken by one well acquainted with that 
language. These were the " Infancia Salvatoris," three editiona 
of the " Direetorium Sacerdotum," a " Paalterium," " Horw," 
" Tractatus de Transfiguracione," and several " Induigeucea," 
To "ordain in print" a Latin manuscript of the fourteenth or 
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fifteenth century requirGcl a knowl^ifl^n of iha ]angim^r» on tlm 
part of the workman an well an of the manier ; for, an tho leiU^ni 
» and tf were identical in «ha[ye, and an m and t varicMl only in 
the number of ntroken, the latt^n* \}(i\u% without a dot, it waM 
smpOMiibl« to rea^l Home wonlx — for in^tanc^j, minimum (mini- 
mom)| where fifteen parallel Mtrok^^ dintract thf; eye - a(;art 
from their context We have, howevf^r, in the Kti^li^th tmnff- 
latiim of the 'HJloMen I>^gend'' \Hmi\vti rsvidr^nce on thin [K>int; 
for, in the "Life of Haynt Kocke," the prinUjr nayH, "which 
lyff in tranalated oute of latyn in t^i cnKlyf^nhe by me wyllyam 
Caxtom'' 

/An trannhitor, erlit<;r, and author, Caxtrm ban not rcA'A^m^A 
hi« due mee^l of \mi\m% The workM which he undertook at the 
mflffmtitm of hi» patronn, an well an thoiffs mdacUui by liimftclf, 
are hi>neiitly trennlat^;'!, and, c/mMiderinf^ the a^e in which he 
liTed, are well chonen) Hotiitiucjin, the favourite; lit^^mture of 
hia age, were Caxt^jn'n f^rttAi /lelight and that nr;t merely for 
the featif of pergonal prowi^m which they narniU^l, although no 
quality wan more denimble in the fifU'^;nth c^sntury, but rather, 
aff he himnelf flayn, for the examplr*M of ** <'j>urUtHyf humanity, 
friendlineM, harrlincMM, love, cowardice, murder, hate, virtue, and 
«n,'* which ** inflamed the hfsartH of the refi/Ier» anri h^'^in^rH Ut 
eiichew and fl/re Wf/rk« vicioun and diHhoneMt/' In Poetry ( 'axUin 
hhffWH to gnjat a^l vantage, for he prinUrd all the workn of any 
merit which ihtm dxinUul. 'Hie proh^gue to bin h('J'J)U(\ edition 
'/f the ** Cant^jrbury TalcH" pn;vej4 how anxiouH h*j waH U; be 
i-ffm'Jitf and at the Mime time MhowH the diflieulty be ha/l in 
obtaining manuMcriptM fre^j from error. The fK»etical reverence 
with which (laxUm «f;eak» of (*liaucer, "the firnt founder of 
f/rnaifi eb/f|nence in our KngliHh,'' and the j^ainn he t';ok Uf 
reprint the ** (JanUsrbury TalcH" when a purer U;xt than that of 
hin finit e/lition waa offcrcA to him, nhow hix high apjireeiation 
ef Kngland^H firHt great jKiet In IfiMt^jry the only availahle 
worka in KngliMb were the "Chronicle of iJnjUj^'and the 'M'oly- 
cwmic^m ; ** the latt^jr Caxt/m wirrie^l down, to the l;<;Ht of hin 
aUlity, U) nearly bin own time. It wan, inde^sd, hh a wriU;r of 
hitt^iry that CaxU'm wan U;Hi kn^mn U) our older autborn, Home 
'if whr/m, while including hiM name among tboHc of KngliHh 
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histoiiana, have overlooked the far more important fact that 

'' he was also England's prototypogropher. 

All reference to the Uturary forgery of Atkyns, who, in 
seventeenth century, to snpport hia claim to certain exclusive 
privileges of printing under the king's patent, invented the 
foolish story of the abduction, by Tumour and Caxton, of o: 
of the Haarletn workmen, and his settlement at Oxford 
1464, has here been purposely omitted. The whole account 
BO evidently false, so entirely at variance with the known facts 

I in Caxton'a history, and has been so often disproved in works 

on English typography, that it needs no further refutation. 

As to Caxton'a industry, it was marvellous : at an age when 
most men begin to take life easily, he not only embarked in 
an entirely new trade, but added to the duties of its general 

I supervision anil management, which could never have been 

light, the task of supplying his workmen with copy from hia 

I own pen. The extraordinary amount of printed matter, original, 

and translated, which he put forth has already been noticed; 
hut there seems reason to believe that some of his works, both 
printed and manuscript, have been entirely lost. Of his trans- 
lation of the " Metamorphoses of Ovid," only EooWxv huKbeea 
preserved ; hut we may he eei-tain that Caxton never would 
have begun to translate at the end of a work ; and it seems 
probable, as the manuscript is evidently intended for the press, 
that the whole was printed as well as translated. Moreover 
several of Caxton's works heing unique, and others having Ijeett 
but recently discovered, we may conclude that time will ytH 

I reveal to ua other apecimena. 

Several pretended autographs of Caxton have been claimed' 
1 1 since the public oxlnhition of his books at South Kensington 
h Museum, but great care should be taken before giving credenrai 
I ' to them. 

Great interest would attach to a veritable portrait of CaxtOD* 
but although two or three have been published, they aro all 
apocryphal. The only one that has any appearance of pro- 
bability is the small defaced illumination in the manuscript ol 
"Dictes and Sayings" at Lambeth Palace, which has receiv( ' 
too much praise from Horace Walpole, who engraved it for h 
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and Soble Aothora." King EJwarJ IV is roprcK«Dt«<l 

hrone, vrilli the young prince (to whom Eari Rivew 

t) standing hy his eido ; tliere ore two knnjing figurm, 

hich, Earl Rivers, is presenting to the king a copy of 

tmnslation, which Hunc« Walpole assumes to hnvn 

nted by the other, who of eouno would then be 

If this were the case it would be very interesting ; 

■tiiDately the second figure is evidently an ecclesiastic, 

I by his tonsore, and apparently Kpcesents " Uay- 

'Jie scribe, who eDgrossed the copy, and probably 

the illumination. The portnit commonly received aa 

^ton, and which first appeared in his " Life," by 

thus accounted for by Dr. Dibdin :— " A portrait of 

I, the Italian poet, from an octavo edition of his work 

poetry, of the date of 1554, was inaccuratoty copied 

ne for Sir Hans Sioane, as the portrait of Caston." 

) "Life," this portrait was " improred " by adding a 

rd to Burchiello'g chin, and otherwise altering bis 

and in this form the Italian poet made his appear- 

. copper, OS Caxton. Ames, Herbert, Marchand, and 

e reproduced this absurd engraving. From a note, 

fritten by Lewis to Ames, it appears that, althougb 

litted the portrait, it was Bagford'a creative genius 

ted it, as may also he inferred from Lewis's own 

a "inc. Baijford," upon the plate. 

istance of his appreciation of a higher life than can 

I from riches alone, we will quote an aaecdoLe which ' 

naelf wrote, and added as an appendix to " .'Eaop's 

B dwelling in Oxford two priests, both Masters 
lom that one was quick and could put himself 
iat other was a good simple priest And so it 
hat the master that was pert and quick was anon 
> a benefice or two, and after to prebends, and for 
in. So after long time this worshipful man, this 
fiding into a good parish with ten or twelve horses, 
k and came into the church of the said parish, 
■tore this good simple man, sometime his fellow. 
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CHAPTElt IX. 

THE MASTER PRINTER. 
• HIl question of (Jie nxaut spot upon whicli 
England's iimt jirintiiig presa weuj eetAb- 
lisbod hae nlrcady been discussed Tin- 
well - known advertiaemont of Cajtton, 
which states that piea of Salisbury usi' 
were on Bulo at the '" Ked-pnJf," in thi- 
almonry, at Westminster, not only indi- 
[wsition of liis house, but also the sign by which it 
The precise a|ipearaiice of the lUmonry in tlic 
r must be to eorae extent imaginary, but we 
a were there, and probably two or tliree 
indes that occupied by Cazlon. 
low aek the reader to imagine fourteen years passed 
1 first began working at bia new art. It is not 
Ictnre the wooden building in the almonry occupied 
»te but busy workmen. We can look in at yonder 
nd see the venerable master printer hirosfilf " sittyiif; 
idye where lay many and dyuerse paunflettis and 
The great towers of Westminster Abbey cast their 
ross the room, for he is an early riser and already at 
1 his translation of the new French romance, called 
," The " fayre and ornate tennea" of his author give 
,e plaayr," and he labours, almost without intermiBsion, 
IT sun, blazing from the western windows, warns him 
""s decline. Again, we watch him pass with observant 
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eye through the rooms where ilia servants are at work ; we see 
the movements of the compositors, who ply their rapid fingers 
close to the narrow windows ; we hear the thuci-thud of the 
wooden presses as the workmen "puU to" and "send home" 
the "bar," discussing meanwhile the latest news; and we sym- 
pathise with the binder, who, hammering away at the volume 
between his knees, looks in despair at the ever-increasing pro- 
geny of his master's art. Piles of hooks and printed " quayera " 
rise on all sides, and many a wise head is ominously shaken at 
the folly of supposing that purchasers can be found for ao many 
books. Nevertheless Gaston pursues his busy course, ever 
work with mind and body, preparing copy for the press, and 
guiding and instructing his workmen in the art which he had 
learned in Bruges at "grete charge and dispense," and the 
practices of which are to be explained in the following chapter. 

Of all the workmen employed at the " Eed-pale," the names 
of three only have descended to ua. 

Wtnken ub AVorub, who was probably a native of the town 
of Worth in Belgium, appears to have been the chief man. 
I When he entered Caxton's service is unknown ; it was probably 
lat an early age, as he was still living in the year 1535. 
1491 he succeeded to the stock in trade of bis deceased maelier, 
. |Tn]t ho did not append his own name to liis books until 1403. 
|He used many varieties of Caxttm's "mark." Va'" SS,.tu 

I RicHASD Pynson speaks respectfully of Caaton aa " m y 
worshipful master." He at ^rst se t up a press Jjljst outside 
Temple Bar, and used Caxton's device in his books. 

K Copland remained for some time after Caxton's 
leath iu the service of Wynken de Worde. He, too, in 
|irologue to " Kynge Apolyne of Thyre," mentions " my master 
Caxton." Doubtleaa there were many others, and some have 
supposed that Machlinia, Lettou, and Treveris were among the 
number ; but there is no evidence that these printers were < 
reckoned among Caxton's workmen. 

We come now to the mechanical means by wliich, during 
fourteen years, Caxton carried on his business. Was ths 
process of book-making the same as it is at the present timet 
What sorts of types, and bow many founts wore used ? How 
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were the types made, and what were their sizes? Did the 
compositors use npper and lower case, sticks, chases, brass rule, 
reglets, famitnre, and the yarious appliances of a modem 
composing-room f What were the presses like, and the practices 
of Uie pressmen f And lastly, In what form were Caxton's 
books issned to the public f To most of these questions it 
would, at first sight, seem as though no definite answer could 
be giyen ; but when attention is directed to the books them- 
nelves, undesigned, and therefore most trustworthy, evidence 
will be found in them as to many technical customs and pecu- 
liarities of the early printers. 

Before the invention of printing, the art of book-making, 
mechanically considered, was divided into three departments : 
the manufacture of the material upon which to write, almost 
entirely parchment or vellum ; the ink making and the writing, 
the scribe being his own ink maker; and the binding. Illu- 
minators there were, of course, but their work was merely orna- 
mental, and by no means necessary to the idea of a book. In 
monasteries famous for the diffusion of learning all these 
branches were carried on together. So has it been with 
printers, who, from the infancy of their art to the present time, 
liave occasionally included everything necessary to a perfect 
book in one establishment. If all the trades which, either 
directly or indirectly, are called into operation by printers were 
to be enumerated, few indeed would be omitted ; nevertheless, 
the absolute necessaries for the production of a book are — the 
material upon which to print, the types and presses with which 
to print, and the workmen to handle them. We will, tlierefore, 
consider Caxton's books under the following heads : — 



The paper. 

The types. 

The compositor. 

The press, the pressman, 

and the ink. 
The bookbinder. 



To these may be added, al- 
tlumgh not as necessary 
assistants : 

The nibricator, illuminator, 
and wood-engraver. 
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THE PAPER. 



1 



Fortunately, there is no need to enter here upon tlie obscure 
origin of the manufacture of paper. The onJy question which 
concerna us is — What kind of paper did Caston uae, and whenca 
did he obtain it ) He certainly had several sizes ; the largest, 
which was probahly found too unwieldy, was used only for the 
first two editions of the " Golden Legend," an uncut copy of 
which, in the University Library at Cambridge, gives 32 x 15! 
inches for the full meoBurement of a whole sheet. The large 
size of this book was, doubtless, suited to its intended use — in 
the public services of the church. He likevriae used several 
smaller sizes, which varied according to the moulds in which 
the sheets were mode, from 18^ x 13 inches to 16 x 11 inches. 

The quality of the paper varied considerably, though not to 
the extent apparent in the books as they now exist— chemical 
"doctoring" and washing, which have in many instances been 
resorted to for cleansing purposes, having weakened and rotted 
much of the paper bo treated, whilst the untouched specimens 
remain strong and fibrous. We observe in books still in the 
original bindings, and apfarently untouched, that the paper waa 
rough — sometimes very rough— on the surface, with long haira 
frequently imbedded in it, and marks where many more bod 
been removed ; of a strong fibrous testuro, unbleached, and of 
a clear mellow whiteness, indicating an absence of colouring 
matter ia the pulp. 

The accompaDjing woodcut shows a paper-mill of this period, 
A water-wheel was arranged to turn a wooden shaft upon which 
were rows of cogs which uontiDually lifted up to tiie height of a 
few inches a number of wooden pestles, and then let them fall 
upon the material, which was always in shallow water. The 
whole of the fibre was thus retained with its length and strength 
uninjured. When the pulp was ready it was taken up, in small 
quantities, into the hand-mould, and formed into a sheet. Then 
would be no difficulty whatever in making paper nowadays in a 
similar manner, only no one in the trade would spare the t 
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the luiKTiMineflA in thiuknesa and colour to whiiih the manu- 
Btnra vnu liablu at this early period, appears to have neceasi- 
ttd t sortiog of the sheets aftei they came from the tniU ; 
U> each other in colour and weight being put 
Thi« system of selection was adopted occasionally 
fur MD^e copies, economy being doubtless the indncemeiit. 
Vben two or three examples of a book can be compared to- 
plhn tlii* fact IB often rery evident, as in the two copies of 
'Tko Knight of the lower " which are in the British Museum, 
vkeic tho variation in quality is too great to be accounted for 
except by thia practice of selection. Several other instances 
•how that Gaston, when preparing to print a new volume, told 
off tho |Mper eeparately for certain copies. This custom also 
■eeomita for the oatonishing variety of wateT-marks frequenlly 
fnnd in one volume. 

Some poBsos.iDrG of uncut specimens of Coxton'e press have 
inagiDed them to be " largo-paper copies," but we have no 
ifidtuce that Caxton designedly printed special copies, except, 
(iAam, in the instances of the vellum " Doctrinal " and 



" Direotorium," hereafter to be noticed, but of these the appear- 
ance ia by no meaDs that of livres de Imce. 

Watermarks are of much leas value in bibliography than 
some" writers have imagined. In but very few instances can 
a limit of time be fixed for their use ; and as the marks might 
be repeated, or the paper itaelf kept for any length of time, 
and imported to any place, they cannot ba used as evidence 
either of the date when, or the place where, a book passed 
through the press. The arms of France — three Jkura-de^is 
on a BhieU, surmounted by a crown^ — which appear as a water- 
mark in " Le Recueil dea Histoires de Troyes," have been 
adduced fay M, Bernard as evidence of the French origin of the 
printed work. He was doubtless unaware that the same water- 
mark appears in " The Recuyell," " Canterbury Tales," ist 
edition, "Mirrour," ist edition, "Jaaon," "Chronicles," "Poly- 
erooicoQ," " Speculum Vitie Christi," " Dictes," and edition, and 
many others, embracing the whole of Caxton'a typographical 
career. When, however, paper bears the arms of a nation or a 
city, we may, in such a case, fairly conjecture, although not 
with certainty, the 'seat of its manufacture. It appears likely 
that all Caxton's paper was imported from the Low Countries, 
and it was in all probability purchased from some old connection 
in the great mart of Bruges. But wherever obtained, there was 
a, great intermixture of qualities, including the make of several 
mills. We have never yet seen one of Caxton's books in which 
the same watermark runs through the whole volume, and in 
many cases the variety is aatonialiing. Thus, in a copy of the 
first edition of the " Canterbury Tales," now in the hbrary of 
Mr. Huth, there appear no less than fifteen distinct water- 
marks. 

A few of the marks found in Caxton's books are here given. 
As already remarked, they indicate the Low Countries as the 
land of their origin, and most of them are found also in the 
block-books, the works of Colard Mansion, Gerard Leeu, and 
other early printers. 

No. r. The Bull's Head, which appears in the earliest speci- 
mens of paper known, and was a favourite symbol vith 
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ler makera of thi? fourteenth and fifteeuth centurieti, 
e Tarietiee of it are very numerous, 
he AiMS of John the Feariess, son of Philip the 
rdj. As eldest son the field is charged with a label ; 
■■ superimposed croee referring to liis crusade in 1395. 
rhis and the six succeeding marks have a direct con- 
ition with the ruling dynasty in Flanders and the Low 
untrieB. 

he letter p is very common in Cmtton's books, and is 
haps the initial of Philip ttie Guoil ; although paper 
iring a p had also been made in tlie nigu of Phihp the 
rdy. Its varieties are very numerous. 
he letter g is thought by Sotheby to be the initial of 
attet, third wife of Philip the Good. 
Ut. Sotheby, in his list of Caxton's watermarks, men- 
iB the p and g combined, as occurring in the Britiali 
laeum copy of " Jason." During a careful search, 
revBr, in the Eame copy, I was unable to detect any 
b nark. 

le Unicom — a symbol of power adopted by Philip the 
d, who chose two unicorns as supporters of his coat- 
rma. The same figure waa used extensively as an 
iment In his palace and furniture, 
e Arms of France. Thcae wore frequently used by 
ir-makers of the Low Countries, probably in reference 
le direct descent of the House of Burgundy from the 
p of France. 

3 Arms of Champagne. This province was ceded 
le Duke of Burgundy in 1430 by the King of 
ce. 

I Hand, over which is a single fleur-de-lui, the peculiar 
3 of the House of Burgundy. 

m's books the p is the most common among the 
, the order of frecjuency among the others being as 
rhe Hand or Glove ; the Arma of Champagne ; the 
1 ; the Arms of France ; the Greyhound ; the Arms 
Fearless; Shears; a Pot; an Anchor; an Unicorn; 
Iroea; Grapes; a Pelican, &c 
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The reader curiaus-on this point may see numerous other 
watermarfca figured ;by Mr. Sotheby in. the third volume of hia 
" Principia Tj^ctgrapliica." Many of these are merely varia- 
tions of the matk, the paper being made in the same mould. 
An accidental injury, or even the wear and tear of the mould 
by conslaht'. tise, often caused a contortion of the wires. In 
rare -instances the watermark occurs uninjured in shape, but 
quite at -the edge of the paper. This has been accounted for 
bysjrpposing the fine wires which held the watermark in its 
■ plitee on. the mould to have become loosened by decay, or some 
atcident, and so allowed the mark to slide along the face of the 
,■ mould, but it is more probably caused by the use of large al: 
of paper cut down to a smaller size. 

Of the value of paper in Caxton'a time we may form some 
idea from the prices paid by the directors of the Ripoli press, 
at Florence, between 1474 and 1483. An original " Cost book " 
of this establishment is still extant in the Magliabechian library 
at Florence. It is one of the moat interesting documents 
nected with early typc^raphy, and has been edited and pub- 
lished by the Padre Viucenao Fineschi. From this it appears 
that the following nine sizes or qualities of paper were then in 
use, the English prifl«a given being about the present equivalent, 
reckoning the lira at 38 ^d. 



r. Large paper of Bologna in common folio, about . £1 4 

3. Middling ditto ditto . . o 13 

3. Small ditto ditto . . on 

4. Paper of Fabriano, with a eroashow for water- 

5. Ditto, with a crosg for watennark 08 

6. Paper of Colle 08 

7. Paper of Prato ° 9 

8. Paper of Poacia, with speetacln$ for watermark . o 10 loL 

9. The same, with a //love for watermark ....09 

Zanetti quotes a document, dated 1483, which states tba 
price of paper in Florence to have been, at that period, foi 
"Carta reale, quademi 10.. .3 lir. 6 soL 8d;" and for "Carta 
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da scrivere il quadenio...i8 soL;" that is, royal paper about 
I2S 5d per ten quires, and writing paper 3s 4J^d per quire. 

The first paper maker in England was John Tate. He manu- 
factured specially for Caxton's successor, Wpiken" de Worde, 
who thus announces the fact in his edition of " Bartholomseus 
de Proprietatibus," printed about the year 1498 : — 

" And John Tate the younger, 

Joye mote he broke, 
Whiche late hath in Englond doo 

Made this paper thynne, 
That now in our englisshe 

This boke is prynted Inne.'' 

Tate, who died in 15 14, and whose will is preserved in the I 
principal registry of the Court of Probate, left considerable ;'; 
property, several of his legacies being in paper. - . 

It is somewhat remarkable that Caxton should have made 
so sparing a use of vellum for his books, and should have been 
so indififerent about the quality of the skins which he did em- 
ploy. The only examples known are a copy of the " Doctrinal 
of Sapience," at Windsor Castle, for a long time thought to be 
unique, and a "Speculum vitsB Christi," now in the British 
Museum, to which may be added a few slips on which Indul- 
gences are printed. 

THE TYPES. 

The question of the invention of moveable types, like that 
of the origin of paper, is one into which we have no need here 
to enter. The majority of writers on this subject having been 
unacquainted with the characteristics of type, have strayed far 
and wide in the discussion. M. Bernard, however, vmting as 
a practical printer, has done much to dispel numerous misappre- 
hensions, and especially that common error of supposing that 
the first moveable types were cut in wood. 

We now proceed to lay before the reader the earliest notices 
of typefounders, and such evidence as may explain the mechanics 
of typef ounding in the fifteenth century, especially with reference 
to the types of Caxton. 

Perhaps no part of the Typographic Art is hidden in more 
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utter darkneas than tlie early mannfacture of tbe types. Con- 
siderable secrecy no doubt accompanied all the operations of 
the first printers, and was niaintamed down to a comparatively 
late period. Moreover, it was but natural that the results of 
the new art should hold a more prominent place in men's 
minds than the processes by which those results were produced ; 
and thus, although priutera and printing were often mentioned, 
we find nothing concerning the mechanical part of typcfounding 
anterior to that cuiioua little book of trades, with illustra- 
tions by Jost Amman, which was issued at Frankfort in 1568. 
The author, in the few lines which accompany the illustration, 
omits all reference to the process, but, from the woodcut of the 
" SchrifRgiesser " and his tools, we shall draw some practical 
inferences concerning early typefounding. 

Whether Caxton, whose account of his first typographical 
venture is eontained in the prologue to the Third Book of 
"The Recuyell," made himself acquainted with the manufac- 
ture as well as with the use of his types there ia no evidence to 
prove. He simply remarks, " Therefore I have practysed and 
lemed at my grete charge and dispense to ordeyne this said book 
in prynte." If he only procured types and presses, and acquired 
the requisite knowledge to control their use, it no doubt cost 
him a large sum. The probability ia that his first two founts 
were cast at Bruges according to his instructions, and that he 
brought the second over with him to Westminster. But, when 
once settled in his native country, we may well consider whether 
he would not, for convenience sake, have become his own type- 
founder. No stray hint or remark can be found to incline us to 
the one opinion or the other. Several generations of printers 
passed away before we find in any work the slightest allusion 
to English typefounders The earliest appears in Archbishop 
Parker's preface to Asscr'a Chronicle of King Alfred, where, in 
speaking of the Saxon types with which the book was printed, 
\ the editor states that as far as he knew. Day, the printer, was 
I the first to cut them ; — " lam ver6 cnm Dayus typographua 
primus (& omnium cert^ quod aciam solus) has formulas sen 
incident : facilfe qute Saxonioia Uteris perscripta aunt, iisdem 
typis diuulgabuntur," This leads ue to suppose that John Day 
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was only one typefounder among others, and that therefore the 
art was at that time by no means a new one in England 
Seventy years later we find typefounding a distinct trade in 
London, and under rigid Grovemment protection, as we learn 
from the following decree: — 

"Decreed by the Court of Starre- Chamber, nth July, 
1637 : — 

"That there shall be Four Founders of letters for 

printing and no more. 
" That the Archbishop of Canterbury or the Bishop of 
London, with Six other High Commissioners, shall 
supply the places of those four as they shall become 
void. 
" That no master Founder shall keep above two Appren- 
tices at one time." 
Despite this restrictive care, however, the typefounders of 
Holland and Flanders supplied English Printers with better 
types than native art could produce, until the establishment 
of a foundry by the first Caslon. 

The only English author before the rise of encyclopaedias, 
who described the process of type manufacture was Joseph 
Moxon. This ingenious author, writing in 1683, gives an 
account of the whole Art of Printing, as practised in an im- 
proved style by himself, and devotes several chapters to the 
various methods of punch cutting, matrix sinking, and type 
founding. The process then adopted was very similar to that 
still in use, and differed greatly from that of Caxton, or 
Caxton's typefounder. The practice of Moxon, like that of 
modem typefounders, was to cut each letter in relief on a 
piece of steel to form the punch — to strike this punch into a 
small piece of copper, which made the matrix — and then to 
fit this matrix to the bottom of an iron mould into which the 
liquid metal was poured. The mould, which formed the shank 
of the type, was capable of a sliding adjustment, widthwise, 
to the width of the various letters (from an i to an JE); the 
depth or size of the body always remaining the same throughout 
the fount Thus, by using each matrix successively in the 
same mould, exactness in size of body was insured. 
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Thfl want of this exactness, indicated by the uneven appear- 
anee of the lines, and other considerations, lead to the conclu- 
sion that the fifteenth-century printers did not practise this 
method, but it is very difficult even to speculate upon the 
process which they did employ. The esamination of many 
epecimena haa led me to conclude that at first two distinct 
schools of typography existed together. The ruder consisted of 
those printers who practised their art in Holland and the Low 
Countries, and who, by degrees only, adopted the better and 
more perfect methods of the school founded in. Germany by the 
celebrated trio — Fust, Gutenberg, and Schoatfer. None of these 
divulged the secrets of their art. One fact, however, we know 
with certainty, and that is, that the German school employed 
the very beat artists that Europe could produce to cut the 
patterns, or rather punches, for their types. In an interesting 
tract from the pen of Sir Anthony Paniazi it is proved that the 
celebrated Bologneso goldsmith, medallist, and painter, Francis, 
was the artist who cut all the Aldine types, the elegance of 
which will for ever associate the name of Aldus with the per- 
fection of printing. From the " Coat Book " of the Ripoli 
press, at Florence, we find also that steel, iron, and tin were 
used in the manufacture of types about 1 4S0. But the English 
printers, whose practice seems to have been derived from the 
Flemish achool, were far behind their contemporaries in the 
art. Their types show that a very rude process of founding 
was practised, and the use, as will be described presently, of 
old types aa punches for new, evinces more of commercial ex- 
pediency than of artistic ambition. 

That Caxton'a types were really cast is evident from identity 
in the face of the same letter, where even a flow may be noticed 
as recurring continuously ; hut the material of which the 
matrices were formed must be to a great extent coiyecturaL 
M. Beruard has given an interesting account of some successful 
efforts to cast letters in sand, but his specimen has not a single 
overhanging letter in it, and, from its size, was certainly much 
easier to produce than would have been the small types of 
Caxton; yet in one respect, the "bad lining," or irregular 
heights of the letter, it has an interesting similitude to Caxfam's 
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type& In tlie office of Messrs. Caslon there are still in exist- 
ence some large Koman capital letters (about 3-line pica), which 
an old workman assured me he had himself used in by-gone 
years to form sand-moulds for type, a practice then by no means 
uncommon. 

We will now turn to the little book of engravings already 
mentioned as giving the earliest notice of the art. We there 
see somewhat of the practices of the Frankfort typefounders in 
1568. The woodcut shows that even a century after the inven- 
tion of the art there was an important difference from the 
modem plan, although probably the principle of punch, matrix, 
and mould was the same. There is a smaU furnace, with the 
pan of metal sunk in the top; by the side are the bellows, 
basket of charcoal, and tongs. Close to the typefounder is the 
bowl into which he drops each type as it is cast ; and the artist 
has correctly drawn these types with the " break " of the letter 
still attached The workman holds the mould in his left hand, 
and is pouring in metal from a ladle. On the table at his back 
is what appears to be a nest of very shallow drawers, which 
hold the matrices in alphabetical arrangement, while upon the 
top of the drawers are three or four matrices for immediate use. 
On the wooden shelves opposite are three moulds, some sieves, 
and crucibles. The sieves were probably for sifting the sand in 
which might be cast the large types, and in which the small 
ingotB for use in the melting pot would be run. The main 
interest of this woodcut lies in the type moulds, in which we 
notice a difference in shape from those now used; while the 
absence of the long wire spring which holds the matrix firm up 
to. the mould indicates that, during its use, the matrix was a 
fixture in the mould. The foremost of the three moulds on the 
shelf shows in its side a hole which may possibly have been 
used for the insertion of a matrix. 

As the early moulds were so dissimilar to those of modem 
use, let us look to the types themselves for evidence. Antici- 
pating the result of the analysis of the various founts used by 
Caxton (which will follow in its proper place) we find the con- 
elusion inevitable that hard-metal punches were not used, and 
(hat even types themselves were used either as punches, or in 
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twme analt^ns "way for the production of new founts. The 
use of ki^ types to fonn matrices in sand (as in the case of 
HesHTS. Caalon's foundry, above alluded to), was not imconunoii 
in bygone yean ; and that letters of a much smaller size can abo 
be effectively employed as punches is interestingly iLustrated 
by the shifts to which Benjamin Franklin, America's pioneer- 
printer, was put in the early days of the Transatlantic press. 
Franklin thus narrates his own practice : " Our printing-house 
often wanted sorts, and there was no letter-fomidry in America ; 
I had seen types cast at James's in London, but without 
much attention to the manner ; however, I contrived a mmdd, 
and made use of the letiem rue had as jmnchetms, slruele the 
matrices in lead, and thus supplied, in a pretty tolerable way 
the deficiencies. I also engraved general things on occasion." 

The metal of which Caxton's types were cast can only t>e 
conjectured. The probability is that it was soft, and if even 
HO soft as lead it would have been sufficiently durable to have 
performed the work for the small impression required of each 
book. In demonstration of this the author procured, by the 
kindness of Messrs. Figgins, a fount of their Coston types in 
pure lead, and composed a page of Caxton's " Chess Book," 
working it in the usual way, at a common hand press, and 
numbering each impression as it come from the tympon in 
order to note its gradual wear. The paper was royal cartridge 
of the common rough quality, and was worked dry. After 500 
pulls, perceiving no appreciable wear, the author stopped the 
experiment, being sufficiently satisfied. 

Our conclusions then, in respect of the founding, are mainly 
negativa The moulds were Jinlike those now in use, and the 
punches were jwt of steel. The process, whatever it may have 
been, admitted of contrivances incompatible with our present 
mode ; and we conjecture that the type-metal, if not of lead, 
was yet sufficiently soft to allow of it being easily trimmed up 
with a chisel This trimming up, ao often visible in type No. a*, 
misled the late Mr. Vincent Figgins, who, when examining the 
second edition of the "Game and Play of the Chess," came 
to the erroneous conclusion that the whole book was printed 
from types cut separately by hand, a conclusion which he would 
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ave adopted had he extnnded his examination to otlur 

lier works of Coxton in the same types. 

18 now see whut the foanta of types really were thai 

oaed 

1 we look at the long list of Engliah authors who hnv« 
npon early typography, and whun we recogniflo among 
les those of Moson, Palmer, Smith, Bowyor, Nichols, 
Watson, Hansard, and Timperlny, all of whom were, 
jrs, practically acquainted with the art which employed 
IS, it is a matter of some aurprise that nothing like a 
jiconnt of Caxton's types appeared. Nor is it less re- 
i that the only history of English typefounding is that 
e Mores, a well-known antiquarian, who was brought 
le Church, and who devoted many of the later years of 

the collection of old moulds and matrices. He pur 
II the whole stock of the last of the old race of letter- 
, Mr, James, of Bartholomew Close, whose extensive 

1 was said to date from the days of Wynkeu de Worde ; 
1 much to be regretted that, after tlie death of Mr. 
lis collections were not preserved intact. His cata- 

matrices existing in his own day, or in his own pos- 
re probably exact enough ; but his account of the types 
Haxton and Wynken de Worde is full of errors. 
f Caxton's career as a printer, viz., from about 1476 to 
T a, period of seventeen years, he used eight separate 

eastings of letters. These eight founts we have called, 

to their chronological appearance, No, i, No. 2, No,i*, 
0. 4, Na 4*, No, 5, and No. 6. 

divide them into charaeler of letter we find three 



|rpe No. 1 is distinct in character, and unlike any 
p known type. On comparison with a manuscript in 
holograph of Colard Mansion, of Bruges, M. Bemanl 
\ to the conclusion that it was formed upon the hand- 
ng of that celebrated ealigrapher. 
ypes 2, 2*, 4, 4*, and 6, are of the same character 
le early type of Colard Mansion, known as "gros 



3rd. Types 3 and 5 were designed, like the characters of the 
Bible and Psalter of tlie early Mentz printer, upon the 
Church Text of the scribes, and approach nearer than any 
other of Caxton's types to what modem printers call " black 
letter." 

I^ however, we divide the eight founts into distinct cnttinge, 
we find five ; — 

iBt, Type No. i. 

and. Type Na 2, modified firat into No. 2*, and again into 

No. 6. 
3rd. Type No. 3. 

4th. Type No. 4, modified into No. 4*. 
Stb. Type No. 5. 

Type No. i. 

Althoi^h we believe that Caxton had less to do with thu 
than with any of the later types, yet, as it ia the first with 
which hie name is associated — as it is that by using which he 
obtained a knowledge of the art of printing— and as it is the 
type of the firat English-printed book, — it is clothed with an 
interest peculiarly its own. 

The only books printed with this fount are five ; — 

The Recuyell of the Histories of Troy 1472-74 

The Game and Play of the Chess, ist edition . . . 1475-76 

Le Eecueil des Histoirea de Troyes 1475-76 

Lea Fais du Chevalier Jason t^fter 1476 

Lee sept Peeaulmes penitenciauls after 1476 

From the rarity of " Les Fais du Jason," only one copy being 
in England, and that inconvenient for prolonged examination, 
its peculiar features, if any, are not noticed in the following 
remarks. 

The first thing we observe in type No. i is, that it« general 
appearance is more free and manuscript-like than would be 
thought the case from the square-set figure of each individool 
letter. This is, to a considerable extent, caused by the great 
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variety of letters, there being only five for which there were 
not more than one matrix, either as single letters or in combi- 
nation : for, although the differences between the various ma- 
trices of the same letter may be but very slight, we have here 
the fundamental principle of freedom, namely, a recurrence of 
modified sameness. The execution of the type is good, sharp, 
and decided, with sufficient difference between the repetitions 
of the same letter to indicate independence of tracing or mecha- 
nical contrivance ; hence probably the work of one accustomed 
to cut letters. The body of the type, which is identical through- ^ 

out the five books, is the same as the recognised GreaLErimer— "^Vd r^* 
of modem printers. 

The complete foimt embraced at least 163 sorts, of which we 
remark upon the following : — 
a is not used in the English books, but often occui's in the 

French books. 
e is not used in "The Recuyell" or the "Chess Book," but often 

occurs in " Le Recueil " and " Les sept Pseaulmes." 
1ft is often used for an 361 in the French books, but always 

correctly in the English books. 
/I. — This incongruous and badly-cut letter appears about twelve 

times, in various grades of bad casting, before the recto of 

folio 36 of " The Recuyell," after which it is not found. 
a is only found in the English books, where it is sometimes 

used for a W^ 
Arabic numerals do not occur in this foimt. 
There are only three marks of punctuation, which may be called 

— the comma, or oblique stroke (/), the colon (:), and the 

fall point (♦). They are used arbitrarily as to power, and in 

numerous varieties of combination, such as, 

♦/ ♦/ A ♦/* *A // ♦ ♦ ♦ • ♦ ♦*♦ • ♦*♦ *^*> *^' 

From the foregoing remarks it will be seen that there are 
certain letters peculiar to the English and others peculiar to 
the French books printed in this type; and as these arc not 
in any way attributable to the fashion of the language, the 
fact strongly corroborates the opinion that, although from the 
same printer, the compositor, and perhaps the cases, were 
changed 
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Typb No. : 



Tliis was the first fount used in England when Caxton aet 
up his presses at the " Ked-]iale " in the Almoniy, and, before 
remarking upon ita peculiarities, we will give a list of the 
booka known to have been printed from it. Of these, as will 
be shown farther on, there are two easily-distinguished classes ; 
those printed first, with type No. a, and those printed after- 
wards, with a re-<ai3ting of the fount, which we call type 
No. 2*. 

TYPE No, a. 

Lea quatre derrenniercs chosea ante 1477 

History of Jason drca 1477 

Diotes and Sayings of the Philosophers, lat edition . i 

Horre, 1st edition circa 1477 

Canterbury Tales, iBt edition ante 1478 

Moral Proverbs 1478 

Anelida and Arcyte circa 1478 

Boethius de Conaolatione Philosophise 1478 

Propositio clarissimi Johannis Russell .... ante 1479 

Stans Puer ad Mensam ante 1479 

Parvus Catbo and Magnua Catho, lat edition . . ante 1479 

Ditto ditto and edition . ante 1479,1 

The Horse, the Sheep, and the Goose, ist edition aate 1479 

Ditto ditto znd edition . ante 1479 

Infancia Salvatorie ante 1479 

The Temple of Glass aide 1479 

The Chorle and the Bird, ist edition .... ante 1479 

Ditto 2nd edition aide 1479 

The Temple of Brass ante 1479 

The Book of Courtesy, i8t edition ante 1479 

TYPE Nu, 3: 

Cordial 1479 

Laurentiua Gulielmns de Saona de Nova Ehothorica, drca 1479 

Dictee and Sayings of the Philosophera, and edit., circa 1481 

An Indulgence 1481 
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Parvus Catho and Magnus Catho, ^id edition . . circa 1480 

Mirrour of the World, I st edition 1480 

Beynard the Fox, ist edition 1480 

Tully of Old Age, and of Friendship 1481 

The dame and Play of the Chess, 2nd edition . circa 1481 

This type has a more dashing, picturesque, and elaborate 
character than type No. i. It is an imitation of the "gros- 
bdtarde" type of Colard Mansion, with some variation in the 
capital letters, which are extremely irregular, not only in size 
but also in design, some being of the simplest possible con- 
struction, whilst others have spurs, lines, and flourishes. 

The general appearance of type No. 2 is very different from 
that of No. 2*, many letters in the earlier fount having a 
bolder and thicker face than in the later ; and the fact of there 
being a perfect division of the books into two distinct classes 
prevents our attributing this diflference to either wear of type 
or faulty printing — the former would be gradual, the latter 
irregular. 

On comparing the two classes, letter by letter, we find 
several single and compound letters occurring in the one and 
not in the other. Thus en (not final) is peculiar to the first 
class, while two forms of fe without a loop in the head, double 
II without loops, tfj, fea, fee, and too are found in the second 
class only. Other letters are so entirely different that a single 
example is convincing of their not having been printed from 
the same founts; and the remainder, although often very 
nearly alike, so constantly preserve some slight characteristic 
peculiar to each section, that a close examination of numerous 
instances, after making allowance for faulty printing, leads to 
the conclusion that no letters of the first section are identical 
with those of the second. 

A minute examination discloses the general fact, that the 
letters of Type No. 2* are somewhat thinner than those of 
Type No. 2, and that, in numerous instances, the tops, the 
descending tails, and the titles generally, have been truncated. 
For example, examine the letter f and its combinations in the 
two types; the second shows always a thinner-faced letter 

H 
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than the first. Again, notice how the topa of the various tis, 
the tails of en and in, and the tails generally appear in the 
second state. Ohserving that the two founts (2 and 2*) are 
never mixed, and that all the books dated before 
itt Type No. 2, and all those dated after 1479 in No. 3*, the 
two types appear to indicate two distinct periods ; and, taking 
into Donsidoration the peculiarities just noticed, it would seem 
that, upon the types becoming worn, some of the best were 
selected, ttimmed up with a graver, and used for mating 
matrices for a new casting. If this were not the case, how 
should we account for the new fount being so neurly like tha 
old I for, the two not having been used together, there was no 
reason for such care to make them match. 

The body of Type No. 2 is the same as that of Type No. 
and is exactly equal to two lines of " Long Primer " (Caslon'a 
standard), which ia very near to " Paragon." A complete fount 
of Type No. a consisted of 217 sorts, and Type Na a* of 254 

The &c of Type Na i, which, if it occurred at all, might 
have been expected in the first fount use*! in England, is found 
only in books printed with Type Na ; 

We may notice here that the sorts Ij, ej, in, and othen, 
presume an intended French use of Type No. 2, a probability 
strengthened by the tlj, and the combinations of to, being later 
additions to the fount in No. 2*. 

TrPB No. 3. 

This grand type, which was in use from about 1479 to 1483, 
has perhaps less direct interest for us than any of the others 
No English book in this typo is known, and until a very recent 
period it was considered merely as a supplementary fount used 
by Caxton for headings, &c. But the discovery of a "Paal- 
terium," fragments of a " Hone," and a " Birectoriura " prov« 
that three works at least were printed entirely with this fount. 
Upon these, especially the " Psalterium," ajid upon the head> 
ings of " Boethius," the " Golden Legend," and " Tully," tiis 
following remarks are based. 

The email letters are an exact copy of those cast by th* 
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1 founders. Fust and Schceffer, aiid am eijually 

The capital letters, however, an> very unlike 

yt the most part a modification of the Fkmish 

' as already presented to us in ihu gros-biUiirdd 

1 Mansion. 

body is identical, or very nearly so, with type No, a, 
nspd with it to distinguish proper names, &«., in tlie 
d " and in " Tully," but, having a muuli larger face, it 

complete fount conipri»6d 194 sorts. The stops gen<«r- 
amaUer than those of type No. 2, which is remarkable, 
ace of the letter is much larger. 

type was intended for Latin works, as the contractions 
,Uy prove. All the books we have in it are in Latin, except 
a in the first edition of the " Golden Legend," &«,, and 
be " Cordial " and " TuDy." Used almost 
[ Church Service books, it does not seem to have 
1 favour with Caxton ; but upion his death liis 
r, Wynken de Worde, came into poescssiun of it, and 
continually, 

TrpE No. 4. 
I No. 4 and 4* may be spoken of generally as me, there 
te same intimate connection between them as between 
and 3* ; unlike them, however, there is a slight varia- 
the body, type No. 4 being, as compared with the re- 
of it, or type No. 4*, aa 20 ia to 19. In other words, 
f of type No. 4 is rather smaller than that of Type No. 
lis of course would only be possible by direct intention 
odem typefounders, who use the same moulds and 
. for as many founts of the type as are required; but 
own in the chapter on typefoundiug, the moulds and 
were in those days very different. 

ngraving of the types is neat, and appears to have been 
1 by the same hand that cut type No. i ; but there is 
erence between the second states of the two founts — 
. 2* was, as already shown, cast from matrices formed 
ise of old caats of type No. 2 as punches, after being 
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trinmied by hand, but for types Noa, 4 and 4* there is the 
Btronge§t evidence of the same punches having been used, and 
therefore the vaiiatioii of body is the more remarkable, as it 
woidd have been as easy to make the re-casting agree in size 
with the original as to make the letters of each fount agree 
among themselves. The variation, however, is a fact. 

The body of type Na 4 is very near indeed to modern 
English (Caslon's standard), and is the smallest of any nsed by 
Caston. The re-casting, or type No. 4* (which loses i in 30 — 
that is to say, 19 lines of type No. 4* take up only the same 
depth as 2D of type No. 4), is exactly two lines of mmion,- 
The total number of sorts in type No. 4 appears to have been 
194, and in No. 4* 187, a few sorts not having been re-caat. 

We will now give a list of the works for which this type, in 
its two states, was employed. 

TVPE Ko. 4. 

The Chronicles of England, ist edition 14S0 

The Description of Britain 1480 

An Indulgence 1481 

Curia Sapientiffl circa 1481 

Godfrey of Boloyne 1481 

The Chronicles of England, 2nd edition 1481 

Polycronicon 1482 

The Pilgrimage of the Soul 1483 

A Vocabulary 1483 

Serritium de Visitatione ciira 1483 

Confessio Amantis (mosthj) 1483 

Sex Epistohe {mmslly) 1 483 

The Knight of the Tower {ftartly) 1484 

TYPE No. 4-, 

The Festial, mt edition 1485 

Quatuor Sermones, lat edition 1483 

Confessio Amantis (partlt/) 1483 

The Knight of the Tower {tnoslli/) 1484 

Caton circa 1484 

Golden Legend circa 1484 
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Deaih-Bed Prayers circa 1484 

uSlsop 1484 

Order of Chivalry circa 1484 

Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition circa 1484 

Book of Fame circa 1484 

The Cnrial circa 1484 

Troylns and Creside circa 1484 

Life of our Lady circa 1484 

Life of St Winifred circa 1485 

Life of King Arthur 1485 

Life of Charles the Great 1485 

Paris and Vienne 1485 

The commas have a notable chronological bearing. The 
short comma (/) was used alone up to the second edition of the 
"Chronicles," in 1482 — is used occasionally with the long 
conuna (/) in 1483 — and disappears entirely after that year. 

A good test by which to distinguish 4 and 4* is the shape of 
the lower-case tn ; the letter with the curled top distinguishing 
the book at once as belonging to type No. 4, whereas its absence 
is a sure sign that the type is No. 4*. 

Type No. 4* makes its first appearance among Caxton's 
founts in a very peculiar manner. In the autumn of 1483 he 
was engaged in printing two works, Gower's " Confessio 
Amantis" and the "Knight of the Tower." At sig. g of 
"Confessio Amantis" we find that the inmost sheet is in 
type No. 4*, the three other sheets of the section being in 
type No. 4. Several pages in sig. j are also in No. 4*, and on 
sig. J iiij recto the first colimin is in No. 4, while the second 
colunm is in No. 4*. This mixture of founts by no means 
proves that the two were in use at the same time; it only 
shows that before the cases containing type No. 4 were finally 
emptied out to make room for the new fount, one compositor 
had worked ahead of his fellows, who had not finished their 
taking of copy when the new letter supplanted the old. The 
table, although placed at the commencement of the book, was 
necessarily printed last, and therefore, as a matter of course, 
we find type No. 4* used for it. In the "Knight of the 
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Tower," Hg. f introduces the new fount to us, all that follows, 
aa well bb the introductory matter, being type No. 4* 

Type No. 5. 

There is much similaiity of design between thia and type 

No. 3, the likeneaa between some of the letters being bo cloae 
aa Co lead to the conclusion that one artist cut both. 

The books printed in this letter are as follows : — 

The Eoyal Book circa 1487 

The Book of Good Manners 1487 

IHrectorium Sacerdotum, lat edition cirra 1487 

Speculum VitsB Christi ciiva 1488 

Commemoratio Lamentationis circa 1488 

The Doctrinal of Sapience 14^9 

HortE circa 1490 

Servitium de Transfiguratione circa 1491 

In the and edition of the "Golden Legend" (1487 T), all 
the headings, both of chapters and pages, are in thia type. 

Type No. 5 has no exact counterpart in the boriiea of modj 
founders. The nearest would be two Hues of tii£vitgj^han 
which it ia alightly larger, losing one line in thirty-five. The 
total number of sorts in use appears to have been 153, The 
comparative scarcity of double letters is very noticeable. No 
Arabic numerals are used. 

The large Lombardic capitals used with this fount have S 
bold and striking appearance. Unlike any fonner fount of 
Caxton'a, tbey are all cast with the lai^est face the body will 
bear, and without the least beard. They ai'e used, more or 
less, in every book printed with this tyjw, although in some 
books (e.g. " Royal " and " Speculum ") they appear very seldom. 
They do not look at all well when used as initials to a word, on 
account of their size preventing them ranging with the sequent 
letters, and thia may have been the cause why Cajtton, except 
in the " Directorium," made a very sparing use of thera, save 
indeed that he converted them into quadrats. For this purpose 
they were doubtless adapted by some shortening process, wUcli, 
however, has not prevented Uieni cropping out continually in 
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the blank spocos of Ulo head linoH and aignaiuro linoH, wlum^ 
thoy often aasumo a very puzzling apiHmrance. In iho laiiuii 
books printed with typo No. 5 thene LotnlNmlio capitaln appoar 
as red initials, printed at a separate operation. Tliis tme for 
them was, doubtless, tlie invention of Caxton's siteceHHor, Wynketi 
do Worde, who ap^iears to have inlierited liis niaHter's working 
materials. 

Typd No. 6. yT' z?"^ 
The body of tliis fount is great primer (Canlon'H standard) 
within a shade, })eing almost the same as type No. x. The 
number of sorts in the fount is, for Caxton, very small, amount- 
ing to only 138. It may be called Caxton's last fount, for it 
camo into use in 1489, and was used for books up to 1491, the 
dato of Cax ton's deatli. Indecul, there st^mis good reascm for 
8upi)osing that for some time after Caxton's death it served his 
successor, Wynkon de Worde. With it tlie following works 
wero printed : — 

The Fayts of Arms 1489 

Statutes of Henry VII n'rrn 1489 

The Oouvenml of Health cirm 1489 

Reynanl the Fox, 2nd edition n'rm 1489 

lUanchardin and Eglantine rirm 2489 

Tlio Four Sons of Aymon n'rca 1489 

Diroctorium Sacerdotum, 2nd edition .... circa 1489 

Enoydos cirra 1490 

Tlio Fifteen ()(w, <fec circa 1490 

The Dictes and Hayings of the PhiloHoplic^rs, 3r(l 

o<lition circa 1490 

Tlie Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition .... circa 1490 

Divers Ghostly Matters circ^t 1490 

Tlie Art and Craft to know well to Die .... circa 1491 

Tlio Book of Courtesy, 2nd edition circa 1491 

The Ftjstial, 2nd edition circa 1491 

Quatuor Sennones, 2nd edition circa 1491 

Tlio Chastising of G<Kr8 Children cirra 141)1 

A Treatise of Live circa 1491 

We have in ilila fount another remarkable instance of the 
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contrivances employed by the early typefoundere. A i 
fount waa required, but whether Caxton gave the foundera 
instructions concerning its size, or whether the fount was • 
firat, and then sold to our printer, there seems no possibility of 
discovering ; but this we can prove from the pages themselves, 
that the greater portion of type No, 6 was made from the 
punches, or from old letters of Caxton's Nos. 2 and 2*. The 
body is rather smaller, nine lines occupying the same depth a 
eight lines of No. z ; and it is amusing to observe the shifts 
and coatrivancea resorted to for reducing those letters which, 
in type No. z, occupied the full body. For instance, the 9, 
jffi, and JB have the flourish which passes under the letter 
brought close up to the letter itself. The lEt was also treat 
in the same way, but the violence used has damaged t 
flourish so much that, in m.o3t instances, it broke away; 
some cases, however, it remains in a most pitiable and crippled 
condition. The corresponding flourish in the B has been 
boldly cropped off. jf and 3 are strangely transformed, < 
deotly by a blow on the soft metal, lengthwise- A few charac- 
ters altogether new appear, and a few interpolations from other 
founts, besides a quaint set of Lombardio capitals, among which 
occurs now and then a letter from the Lorabardic fount used 
with type No. 5. The total number of aorta waa 141. 

But here the question may very naturally be asked. How do 
we know that the books in the foregoing lists which are with- 
out date, without place, anil without printer's name, although 
printed with the same types as those of Caxton, are not really 
from the workshop of another printer, who had obtained his 
material from the same source as our printer? The evidence 
is entirely negative, but it is nevertheless very strong. 

When a new branch of industry becomes sufficiently deve- 
loped, one of the immediate consequences is a division of 
labour. Thus typefounders became separated from printers, 
as soon as the latter became sufGciently numerous to keep the 
former in constant employment. The earliest printers were 
almost of necessity their own typefounders, and it appoaiB 
that they each made or otherwise exclusively possessed thoae 
patterns of types which they used. There is certainly no 
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evidence that prior to the end of the 15th century the types 
of one printer were at the same time in use by another. This 
ezdnsiye use of types has been accepted as a fact by the best 
authorities, and has been of great use to the bibliographer in 
identifying the printer of books sine vlld nofd, for a printer 
may thus be recognised at once by his types, just as a man may 
be distinguished by his handwriting. 

THE COMPOSITOR. 

We will now suppose a fount of type delivered over to the 
compositors to be laid in the cases, an operation requiring much 
more care than in the present day, on account of the numerous 
double letters and combinations. One result of the combina- 
tions would be to equalise the size of the boxes, as the letter 
"e" for instance, which now requires the largest box, would 
then most frequently occur in combination with one of the 
consonants, and not be used alone oftener than many other 
letters. Counting the respective numbers used of each sort 
throughout many pages of different books, the fact is ascer- 
tained that single vowels and single consonants were more 
often required than any one particular combination. Arrang- 
ing a case on the basis that the sorts most in use should be 
placed before the compositor in the position most accessible to 
his fingers, and remembering that in all the old representations 
of a " case " there is no division into upper and lower as now, 
we arrive at the accompanying plan, which is doubtless a 
tolerably exact representation of a compositor's case as used 
by Caxton. There are 209 boxes, which would lead to some 
little difficulty in keeping "clean cases;" and one need feel 
no surprise at finding wrong letters so often making their 
appearance in Caxton's pages. The combinations of in, ni, un, 
ntt, nnj im, mi were often found in the wrong boxes, and have 
brought down to the present day the strongest evidence against 
the usefulness of logotypes. 

In the earliest representation of a printing office the press 
is always made the most prominent object; very often, how- 
ever, as in Plate VII, with a compartment for the compositor. 
Figure i is the earliest instance, and we there see a compositor 
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at work. Before him is the case divided into eyen boxes, and 
raised on a cleft stick is the copy. The composing-stick is in 
Mb riffht hand, doubtless owing to the engraver not having 
reversed the drawing from which he copied : it ia held correctly 
by the man in Plate VIIL We have already noticed the use of 
a composing-stick and setting-rule, and the evenneaa of lines 
consequent thereon. It waa not adopted at Westminster until 
1480, although Caxton must often have seen the improved 
appearance which lines of an even length gave to the page in 
the numerous works previously issued from all the Continental 
presses. He would, doubtless, have imitated them had hia 
mechanical apphances permitted ; hut we do not find evenness 
of page until the arrival of type No. 4, in the year 1480 ; and 
then, probably for the first time, composing-sticks, setting-rules, 
and chases were seen in the Westminster printing office, 
njefore this the types were no doubt, as M, Bernard has shown 
to be the ease in the later block books and the early examples 
of Dutch printing, taken straight from their boxes, and placed 
side by side in a sort of coffin, made of hard wood, with a stOUt 
bottom, and screws at the foot to tighten the page when com- 
pleted. The width of the page could not be extended beyond 
the internal measurement of the " cofiin," bat might be reduced 
at pleasure by placing down either aide a straight piece oi 
wood. The length of the page would be regulated in a aimihu 
manner, by varying the thickness of the foot-block against 
which the screws worked. 

Let us, then, imagine the workman with bis wooden box 
before him. The further end would be ahghtly raised, to keep 
the typos from falling forward. He begins at the left-hand 
comer, and adding, from the case, letter to letter, soon gets 
to the end of the first line, and, not having room for the next 
word, makes it quite tight with quadrats or spaces. Then 
comes the second line, and this, as well as all the rest, would 
not be so easy. Placing rough types npan rough types adinita 
of very little shifting or adjustment, and to tliis fact, I imagine, 
we must attribute the practice of leaving the lines of an un- 
even length in early books. Any attempt to push along the 
words of a line in order to introduce more space between them, 
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without some plan of easing the friction, would be certain to 
break up the line altogether — and so the lines were left just 
as they happened to fall, whether full length or short Some- 
times, when a word would come into the line with a little 
reduction of the space between the last two words, the space 
was reduced accordingly; but more often a syllable at the 
end of the line was contracted, such as ''men" into ''me,'' 
or "vertuous" into "vertuo*." Most often the compositor, 
knowing the practice to be understood by his readers, would 
finish his line with just so many letters as his measure would 
take, and accordingly it is common to find words divided thus : 
— why-|che th|at w|ymen w|iche m|an. But when once 
the "setting-rule" was brought into use all that was altered, 
and the various words of a line could be pushed about, and the 
spaces between them augmented or reduced with ease. Having 
completed his proper number of lines, the foot-piece would be 
placed after the last line for the foot-screws to work upon, and 
the " form " would be ready for press. There being a bottom 
to the box, nothing could fall out, and, although doubtless not 
very tight in some parts, the sloppy ink then used would not, 
like modem stiff ink, draw up any loose letters. 

If the sides of these coffins, or wooden boxes, were equal 
in height with the types they enclosed, they would, like them, 
leave their mark on the paper. This was the case in some of 
the early Dutch block-books, where the sides of the chase 
appear occasionally printed in the margin. I have searched in 
vain for any marks of the chase in the margins of Caxton's 
books. But whatever method he used — whether he screwed 
up the types in wooden boxes, or whether he used iron chases, 
^-one thing is very plain in nearly every book he issued, either 
the "justification" was bad, or the pages were "locked up" 
very loosely, for quadrats and spaces are continually " working 
up " and showing themselves. 

The composing-sticks were originally of hard wood, without 
any sliding adjustment; one set, all the same, were for folio 
pages, another for quarto, another for octavo. 

" R^ets," or thin pieces of hard wood the length of a line, 
appear never to have been used. When a " white " line was 
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wanted imder a chapter head or over a colophon, em quadrats 
were ranged side by side for the purpose, and very often capital 
letters which had been reduced in height for the purpose, 
although often not gufRciently. These low capitals would often 
work up while at press, and make undesirable appearances in 
very conspicuous places. For esamples the reader may exac 
the " Koyal liook," and " Speculum Vitee Christi," in the British 



The " balls " with which the page was inked before taking 
an impreaaion appear to have undei^one no change in a} 
or make from the earliest times until the very beginning of 
the present century. When, however, the flexible composition 
now in use was invented it soon entirely superseded the old 




plan, and now it is a matter of great difficulty to find an old 
pair of balls. These balls were hollow hemispheres of wood 
with a handle. Wool was fitted into the hollow, upon which 
the akin, or " pelt," was nailed on the side more than half-way 
round ; then more wool was pushed in till the skin was quite 
tight : the last nails were then hammered in, and the balls fit 
for use. 

The page having been completed by the compositor, it went 
to press in its chase or wooden box without any further opera- 
tion. The business of " reader " as yet was not. All the 
workmen's blunders and errors, the turned letters, the wrong 
8ort«, and the numerous literal mistakes were left uncorrected. 
Even whole lines were occasionally omitted by the workman, 
and the omission remained throughout the edition, 
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indispntable evidence that "proof sheets" after composition 
were quite unknown. At page 1 25 of Lewis's "Life of Caxton," 
we read concerning our printer — "As he printed long before 
the present Method of adding the Errata at the End of Books 
was in Use and Practice, so his extraordinary Exactness obliged 
him to take a great deal more Pains than can easily be imagined ; 
for, after a Book was printed off, his way was to revise it, and 
correct the Faults in it with red Ink, as they then used to 
correct their written Books. This being done to one Copy, he 
caused one of his Servants to run through the whole Lnpression, 
and correct the Faults he had noted with a Stanesil or Ked-lead 
Pencil, which he himself afterwards compared with his own 
corrected Copy, to see that none of the Corrections he had 
made were omitted." A most laborious task indeed, had so 
foolish an idea ever entered the mind of so practical a man as 
Caxton ; but the whole assertion is a mere fiction, started by 
Bagford, adopted by Lewis, and repeated by every subsequent 
writer, without a shadow of evidence to support it. The only 
books in which manuscript additions were made at the time 
of publication were the " Polycronicon " and "Mirrour of the 
World." The former, in the majority of copies, has the year 
of the world and the regnal year engrossed in red ink on the 
side margins; and the latter, in the woodcut of the seven 
concentric circles which represent the astronomical heavens, has 
the names of the celestial spheres written in black ink between 
each circle. But although I have examined about five hundred 
of Caxton's books, I have never seen anything approaching to 
a grammatical correction coeval with the date of the book. 

Many people have been puzzled by the abnormal punctuation 
in Caxton's books. As a rule he employed three points, the 
comma, the colon, and the period or full point. Notwithstand- 
ing these three varieties, Caxton appears to have been entirely 
ignorant of any, even the most archaic, principle of punctuation. 
Nor indeed could we expect anything else imless we suppose 
him, in a literary sense, far in advance of his age. 

In order to place ourselves as level as possible with the ideas 
of the fifteenth century regarding punctuation, it will be neces- 
sary to trace the use of points to their origin. 
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r.ikv «v«^thin|it "lae, tncindiit;; the indention of 
pnnctuaciott «m no raddca di^^verf : on the contnj?, it had a 
meat fiwhlR umI protiacted Lufaney. The eodiijfit knuwo mann- 
wripto am without pointa, onit all the wonls nm on without 
ajMOM b«twe«n thero. Th« cnnfnaiQii which resulted led to 
th* pkn of Mpomtinft the wonla \»j a ainglit dot. Then » space 
EietWMiti thn wnrda xup^nRdeil the dot, which was tuFoed to 
nnothxr nnn, vix., tn «how the «nd of » phrase or santence. 
Thfi Of«i<)c KriiiiimAri&iui w«i« tb« fint to notice that 
mi^ht b» ilivldnl into [urtA or limba. They called a. 
tr^nUinMi <t [i^rioil, a litnb was a colon, and a clause a eamiB& 
Ihit thiis" ilivi^ionn wew (or eanturiea but theoretical, the 
nirffnl writer* imying Init littlo attention to them, and tha 
KcrilfMi, tioinmoiil}', noiio. ^iua Donatus, who lifed in the 
fiftli oniilttry of tliA ChriiitiAR era, and wrote a graminar which 
R«rvml iM A Inxt-hook for all Europe until long after the inven- 
tion frf (irlutintd was the first to di^tinguidh by points the three 
rllTiairniB r>( tlin (JrMik grammarinnA. lie did not, however, get 
li^ond the dot, which he placed at the bottom of the line to 
rlmignat^ llie cunima, in the middle of the line for the colon,. 
UhI Ht th» top of UiP lino for the period. 

In Uin iiintli mill liinth Mnturies the oblique stroke 
i-ominn, and tlii> dimbln dot fur a colon, came into use by careful 
wriler»i th<' mujority, howevi<r, used either no points at all or 
tlin iliib In dl ito (Kwitiuns without discrimination. Often the 
did At tlin tfi|i iif lliv line was tliti oidy division for all parte of 
a Miilenev, Tht> n>inembranoe of those various practices among 
llif wrilHni of iHxiks will mrvo to explain many of the pecu- 
liaritiM of puiictiwUon in our oarly-printod books. 

Tho mil I li plication of books by the printing- press brougjit 
nut Blitmtily Ihu nnonuiliu! of punctuation, but it was half 
fi'iiturj lnt4<T Ix'foro any general system was adopted. The hist 
|iriHU<r« wvn' not gtwnmarians, nor can they b« expected to 
show It knowlndgit of punctiiAtiuu in advance of th^ age. 
Kvt'H tlxwe l<<«n)i>t.l printere, Aldus, UoDQtius, and Henry 
9tr<ph«n«, wimp <iuilf> ignorant of systematic puactualioD, aa 
tlipir l<oi.4« )<lAinly show ; eo that we need not think any tha 
vonc i»t Outon or our oilier eatty pnutos if in this n^ect 
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00 were very faulty. Wlien, hrjwi-vu, sysU'iu at last wa» 
iped, it was to the printers aii>l uot to tho authors tliut 
iprovement vas due. 

oing now to tlie books of Caxtoo, wo liiiil, ns already 
ttutt be employed tluee points. Mis commas wen long 
short {/) strokes; his colon was like oura, one dot over 
I ; and Lis period was a loienge-ebaped dot at top. All 
wen used very capriciourfy ; in fact, Caxtou made very 
liBtinctioii between them, nor did his workmen. Each 
liior Beems to have kept his points all in one box, and to 
ised , tiiem at haphazard. We find even a head line witli 
mmj before, and another after it I'uU points ore com- 
used in the same way. The full point at top often 
the middle of a sentence, and not seldom we see a dance 
the points used thus ,'..ll"-'li to celebrate the oonclusioii 
>ok or chapter, the compositor apparently regarding them 
mental devices. 

e of Caxton's hooka are entirely vi-ithout itointe, notably 
n poetry or in Latin. In others the full point or the 
) used exclusively. In " Paris and Vienne " only the long 
is seen. His long and short commas are used without 
riation of meaning. The semicolon did not exist for 
, although something lite it appears once in his great 
; type. The paragraph mark (IT) as showing the com- 
lent of a fresh sentence, and the coloured initial which 
'A the same purpose, did good duty for the full point 
'phen is frequently met with, and where the line waa 
J, Caxton often employed the colon, which was half the 
iss, in lieu of it 

imtil we are well into the sixteenth century do we find 
I adopting an acknowledged system of graduated points ; 
u surprise that standard authors like Chaucer and 
9 should have ignored all systematic punctuation most 
,tly modified when we remember that, after four cen- 
)f the printing-press, modem authors and printers have 
igaries, and that even now no two authorities agree as 
lonect usage of the points of punctuation. 
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L' jtrtMeiil day take 
• GutituituMi fud' Uodt 
B tfpH. Xbe 




9 aMTonJ qf 4e I *' 
f WHTf priul»] bj auea&s of s FBOK. Of one W iMa^T 
II tu jMHiwMituju uf ft mmmaen of sood oagnTiaf^ f***^ in 
k oil oulour un tiotli ciilai Uiepiptrly dfwmri^pujMm, 
I eauiudiv U> luiT« been, witbcat doolit, pnnted in ot 
t yniu- 1445-" T1i«K can be no qoMtitm, tfaeretoi^ 
ftwHiMt ty]M.*-i)ruil«ra founds t*eMreac^ to their bands; 
• «« Iwve no dtnteriptton of tlie mecbanism of the ead; 
, u to tbe instance of tjpefoimding, hare 
p to Ihc Sad dalad engravings. The earliest reprcsenta- 
tHwtg (if a piinting-prcM an found in the works of Jodocus 
1Fta4iii£ Asmiifaiu, the c«]ebrtit«d printer of Fans. Two of 
\hr^ wre delinented in Plnt«B Vll and VIII, whereof the earlier 
S« ifani as a printer'a device in tlin title of a work dated 1507. 
^ ta^ pTOSs, Plate IX, having upon its basement the date 
>, tcAs taken from thu Bugfonl eoUection, and has hitherto 
f )^i>nUy eonsideTed as tlio OArliest Tvpre^entation of a 
ti*\|lHiTvws. The small preaa was taken from a IncS vt 
' •Ul>i>) 1533. The other comes also from Um Bagford 
V^>^K «nd appears to be about the middle of the sixtoiartll 
* \\\f nieehanism of the spindle is eviileni|y i^rand. 
IVts^vf'ttli'iil htirf-, however, principallj' oa ywtil g( ibl 
t' •■•.* Vt l.v |ii>[otiiu1er seen through a dooc in tlM kKtSpaMB^ 
\Wv \ v\y I'Hmly iMurtmyed : I hatf wl haia aUa to taM* 
">k fi>i' whioh IhiH woodcut w»s dwJ^g wA In «1I th«» 
" Mii< |irlhnlp]o is the same. Tlitw » * 
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the table bear the pressure, and the " hose/' as the transverse 
piece between the screw and the platen was called, served to 
steady the downward pressure. The girths, drum, and handle 
served to run the table out and in, and the tjmpans and frisket 
were identical in principle, if not in appearance, with those now 
used. In Plate IX we see some of the pressman's appliances 
ezpoaed to view. There is the shears for cutting out his 
tympan-aheet, and for general purposes ; next to it is a pick- 
bmah for cleaning out picks in the type; a pair of compasses 
for accurately testing the " furniture " between the pages ; and, 
lastly, a screw point for making ''register.'' 

To each press is assigned two workmen ; one is pulling lustily 
It the bar, while the other is distributing ink upon the balls 
pfevioualy to beating the form. The two heaps of printed and 
white paper, in Fig. 2, appear to our modem notions very 
awkwardly placed, being both on the off side of the press, so 
that the workman had to reach over the form whenever he took 
op or laid down a fresh sheet of paper. As however this 
peeoliarity is represented continually, and so late as the seven- 
teenth century, it was doubtless a common custonL 

Ko doubt the ink was better and the impression harder in 
the time of these presses than in Caxton's time. His ink was 
of the weakest description, and the amount of power required 
for a " pull " of the press proportionately weak, the one necessi- 
tating the other. His presses, in the earlier part of his printing 
eaieer, did not take more than a post folio page ; and, with a 
teiy sloppy ink, the pull, if strong, would have made a confused 
mass of black instead of a legible impression. As it is, the ink 
has been almost invariably sriucezed over the edge of the letters, 
and has contorted their shape. Few indeed, although practical 
men, would imagine the deceptive nature of an impression taken 
from new types with weak ink and light pressure. In such a 
eaae the type appears at one time much thicker than it is, from 
the " apuing " of the ink — at another time battered, with some 
portion of it broken — and again, to use a technical term, as if it 
were all " off ite feet." 

The representation of the "Printer" in the "Book of 

Xiades/' 1569, shows that the presses then were fitted with 

I 
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lioth "tymp&Ds" and "frisket;" and many signs lead to the 
helief that similar appIianceB were used by Carton's workmen. 
In Ehort pages we often find a few lines of nmtter put at the 
bottom, which was blocked ont by the frisket, and answered 
the pnrpoBe of a " bearer." Several instances occur in the 
" Godfrey," at the Public Library, Cambridge ; also in the 
" Jjfe of Our lAdy," at the British Museam. In " Speculi 
vitse Christi" we actually find "a bite," half of the bottom 
line remaining imprinted. 

We have already noticed that only one page at a time was 
worked in the earlier part of Caxton's career, although later, 
at the probable introduction of Wynken de Worde, two pages 
were managed. This necessitated great care in getting the 
nnsigQed pages in their right places, and that such care waa 
needed is proved by several instances of transposition. 

Before leaving this portion of our subject, a pecnliarity 
probably connected with the mechanism of the press must bo 
noticed. A small hole at the four comers of each sheet appears 
in every book printed with type No. i, Sudi holes (first 
noticed by Mr. Tupper) have not been obsen-ed in any books 
printed with the later types, except " Qualre derrennieies 
choses." The employment of points by modem pressmen to obtain 
accuracy of register, and the punctures (called "point holes") 
in the paper, consequent upon the use of them, are well known. 
The holes under notice certainly suggest a siraUar practice. 

After due time allowed for the ink to dry upon the paper, the 
printed sheets passed into the hands of the binder, whose opera- 
tions come next under consideration. 

THE BOOKBINDER. 

The art of bookbinding had not in England, in the fifteenth 
century, reached the perfection seen in the beautiful Conti 
nental specimens of the same period. Nor indeed was any 
nncommoa binding required for the cheap productions of 
Caxton'a press. His sheets were not, as in modem practice, 
pressed between glazed boards after being printed, but went, 
without further process, from the press side to the hands of 
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the binder. The few specimens which have reached us in a 
pristiDe state show the indentation, more or less distinct, made 
hf the types. The edition of ''Eneydos," 1490, was hurried 
thnni^ ihe binder^s hands so soon after the first section (which, 
eoniBimiig the prologue and table, necessarily went to press last) 
W9M printed, that all the leaves of that section, in every copy I 
bare Been, show a very bad ''set-off" from the type on the 
apposite pages. 

To enaUe the binder to collate the sheets of each section 
eonectlj, it was the custom, as well with the scribes as with 
tibe printers, to place distinguishing marks on the first page 
of esdi sheet; iJiese were called signatures, and as Caxton 
ved only 4** for his books, ihe binder (as a rule) was sure 
tiist ^liien he had got sheets a f , E U, a Hi, a iUh together his 
•eetion was complete. Some printers, who were irr^ular as to 
the number of sheets in a section, adopted the plan of signing 
the eenfoe sheet of every section upon the third as well as the 
lint page, so that the binder by this distinguishing mark might 
direeHy see the number of sheets intended for each section, 
however great the irregularity. In such cases the 4° would 
be ngned on the first five rectos, leaving only three unsigned. 
Caxton, however, never adopted this plan, his sections always 
eontaining the same number of unsigned as of signed leaves. 
The sheets having been collected into sections, the signatures 
lenred again to collate the sections into volumes, the only use 
iat which they are now retained. All the early books from 
Ctxton's press axe described as unsigned, because the signatures 
were not printed, but inserted in manuscript at the extreme 
bottom of the page. 

The modem binder begins by folding all his sheets into 
quarto, octavo, &c., according to the size of the book, each 
Mded sheet making a section; they are then collated and 
boimd In Caxton's books the collation of the sheets preceded 
die leading. It has been already observed that the quarto 
mm were treated, both in printing and binding, as folio, the 
ftftat being cut in half before going to press. The type was so 
manged that when three, four, or five sheets were folded one 
iBode another, quirewise, the pages should be in their proper 
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The open liheeld of each section being gathered;!! 
Ifcnocked even, and folded in the middle. This adoptioi 
plan for book^ of all sisea was in accordance with the old n 
of the scribes, who necessarily cut their vellum sheets to 6 
intended size before the manuscript 'was conunenced, and y 
^tiheir sections from three sheets, if very thick, to six c 

i very thin. The section of three sheets was called " temio" 
-of four sheets "quatemus" — of five sheets "quintemus" — 
Gaxton adopted the "quatemus" or "quaternion" ' 
for all his books, using a lai^er or smaller section only if the 
beginning or end required it Wyuken de Worde, however, 
made freqnent use of the temion. 

From the foregoing remarks we see that the temion and 
qnatemion must necessarily be arranged in the order of &e 

I following diagrams, by consulting which the reader may easily 
)uiow the pages belonging to any given sheet. 
I A Tbrnion — Three sheets of paper folded in half, qoirewise, 
ft one inside another. This gives six leaves, or twelve p 
? 
*ise. 




A QcATEBKJON — FouF shcets of paper folded in half, quire 
Jiwise, or one inside anotlvir. This gives eight leaves, or sixtetr 




If this arrangement be kept in mind it will be fiiund very 
I oaeful in many ways. Foe instance, it is often important tv 
\ know whether a leaf preceded the first printed page, and, if ao, 
dietber the blank leaf found in many volumes is that leat St 'I 



THE MASTER PRINTER. 

1 that it a quaternion was aJi)[iteil for tho firet section, 
le tirst and the eighth leaf would belung to 
E paper ; and therefore if aig, a 8 had a watermark Big. a j 
not have any; if Sij had a watermnrk, Hy ehould be 
;, and so on with aJt| and a 6. and with attil and as, 
ve arrive at the middle sliect of the section, and where a 
examination in the fold will certainly show the thread 
)inder, always a true si^'u of the centre. These indica- 
■e often the only decisive evidence cif the conipletenese 
apleteaeas of a volume, and enable us to decide, even 
printed signatures are wanting, the true coUation of a 

iwords are not found in any of Caxton's booka, although 
i there a word by itself at tlie foot of a page may look 
e one ; but in every instance this word will be found to 
I integral part of the text, and therefore in no sense a 
ird, which by its very nature must be treated as the 
rd of the next page. 

iper manuscripts of the fifteenth century it is not un- 
i to find vellum used for the inmost sheet of each section, 
id a slip of parchment pasted down the centre of each 
This was to give an increase of strength to the back 
he binder's thread would be likely to tear through the 

Instances where these slips are used are couuuon in 
hed" specimens from Gaston's press. The manuscript 

at Althorp, containing " Propositio," is treated so 
out, and in the quarto poems at Cambridge the marks 
aste, where the slip was torn away at the rehinding of 
ime, are very visible. 

earliest pictorial representation of a binder at work is 
d in the httle " Book of Trades," to whicli reference 
ady been mode ; but as there is nothing in it peculiar 
ge we will pass on to the material of the covers. This 
y frequently only a stiff piece of parchment, with the 
iroed in, and a blank leaf jiasted down inside as a 

A few books still remain in this state, just aa issued 
te " Eed-pale " by Caxton. Such are the copies of 

dfi Sanectute" in Queen's College, Osffird; the "Art 
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and Crafty" ** Directorium," and the '' Game and Play of the 
Chess," in the Bodleian ; and the '' Godfrey of Boloyne " in the 
library of Mr. HolfoixL If intended to be moie durable, Caxton 
used ** boards" sometimes made of oak, or beech, and some- 
times (fortunately for bibliographers) of waste sheets from the 
pn»sd i^astoil t<)gether. These were coyered with brown sheep- 
skin, u|>on which ¥ras a simple pattern of circles, or crosses, 
or dragona, <l'c. Instances may still be seen in the 2nd edition 
of the '* Festial " at the British Museum ; in the " Serritium 
de Transfiguratione," lately purchased for the same library; 
in the 2nd eilition of the '' Minour of the World," at Bristol ; 
and at other libraries In the last-mentioned volume four 
lt»avo8 o( the unique ** Fifteen Oes " were used as linings for 
the inside of the boards. An account of a "Boethins," of 
which the interior of the covers was composed entirely of 
'* waste sheets," is given in the description of that work. 

When bound, we may consider that the book was generally 
reaiiy for delivery to the purchaser. It was so with all Caxton's 
later publications, but the earlier books still required the 
services of tlie rubrisher. 



THE ILLUMINATOR, THE RUBRISHER, AND THE 

WOOD-ENGRAVER. 

It has already been noticed that, in the latter half of the 
fifteenth century, the great development of book manufacture 
led to a corresponding division of labour. Thus in Bruges 
we find there were Scrivers, or persons who wrote the text 
only of books, VerlicJUers, or Rubrishers, who probably con- 
fined their attention to illuminated capitals, and Vinghette 
makers (miniatores), who were artists capable of designing 
and painting subjects. In only one instance do the books of 
Caxton suggest the idea that the services of the Vinghette 
maker were to have been employed. At the commencement 
of his edition of Grower's " Confessio Amantis " (sig. i, 4), the 
prologue of the author is begun more than half-way down the 
page. The blank was evidently intended for a design of some 



THE MASTER PRINTER. 135 

sort, possibly for a large woodcut, after the fashion of Colard 
Mansion, who printed all the great cuts to his " Ovid " by a 
separate working. As a rule, however, Caxton's books required 
no help from the vinghette maker, although he certainly em- 
ployed, so late as 1485, the services of a rubrisher, to insert 
the initial letters at the beginning of chapters, and to make 
paragraph marks in appropriate places. For this purpose a 
vermilion ink was nearly always used, although occasionally a 
light blue alternated. For the initial of the first chapter a 
square space was left equal to the depth of four or five lines of 
type : for succeeding chapters a space of two lines was generally 
considered sufficient. 

The first use of woodcut initials was in 1484, after which 
year they were never (except on rare occasions when a sort 
ran short) omitted. Caxton had only two or three of each 
letter, and sometimes only one, as may easily be seen by the 
recurrence of a particxdar initial Some of them have their 
heavy blackness relieved by a few white dots punctured in 
the face of the letter, a practice frequently adopted by the 
German school to lighten the groimdwork of early woodcuts. 
Caxton's initials are varied in shape, and often elegant in 
design, but with the exception of the floriated ^ at the begin- 
ning of the "Order of Chivalry," and "^Esop,'' and perhaps 
the 18 in " Eneydos," they demand no especial notice. A few 
of them are given here. 

The woodcut iQustrations to Caxton's books have not received 
much attention from the writers on the early history of wood 
engraving. Strutt, Singer, and Ottley in his " Enquiry " have 
omitted to notice them. Dibdin and Jackson have devoted a 
few pages to their consideration ; and Ottley, in the posthimious 
work on the "Invention of Printing," has some interesting 
remarks on the early use of the art in England. His opinions 
are enforced by a facsimile of some rude woodcuts in his own 
possession, which he believed to have been executed as early as 
the celebrated S. Christopher of 1423. From his arguments 
we may conclude that although no great amount of vitality can 
be attributed to the art of wood engraving in England in the 

ly part of the fifteenth century, it nevertheless was known 
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and practised by native artists; and that the use of natiye 
talent for Caxton's books was therefore possibla 

At the same time it requires no artistic education to see that 
there is a great similarity in general appearance between the 
illustrations in some of the early Dutch books, and the wood- 
cuts of Caxton's " Chess Book," " Golden Legend," and others. 
In the ''Troy Book," folio, printed at Augsburg in 1483, and 
the French-printed "iEsop," 1476, the broad outline and heavy 
black feet of the figures at once suggest a similarity of style if 
not identity of artist. But whether Caxton's cuts be native or 
foreign, there can be little doubt of the origin of the designs. 
His artist merely copied the outlines found in the manuscript 
from which the book was being (or to be) printed. At that 
period there were a certain number of standard works always 
in demand, and for each of these the illuminators had a conven- 
tional treatment, which appears repeated over and over again in 
different books. To those who have examined the illuminated 
manuscripts of the fifteenth century, executed in the Low 
Countries (of which there are nimierous examples in the Boyal 
Collection of the British Museum), the identity of design and 
treatment in Caxton's engravings will be evident. 

It is somewhat remarkable that woodcut illustrations pre- 
ceded the use of woodcut initials in Caxton's books by about 
four years. In the "Fables of uEsop," 1484, we meet with 
printed initials for the first time, while woodcuts, illustrative 
of the text, had been used in great abundance for the " Golden 
Legend," the "Chess Book," the "Mirrour of the World," ist 
edition, and " Parvus et Magnus Catho," the last dating about 
1481. 

The following is a list of all the books printed by Caxton 
with woodcut illustrations : — 

Parvus et Magnus Catho, ) © rp j . 
3rd edit. .....} '48^ » Two designs. 

^^r °* ^' ^°'^^ "*} 1481 Numerous designs. 

The Game and Play of the ) o' j. j • 
^, 1 i.^ V 148 1 ? Sixteen designs. 

Chess, 2nd edit. ... J ° • 
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Golden Legend . . . 
Canterbury Tales, and edit 

JEsop 

Order of Chivalry. . . 
Boyal Book .... 
Speculum vitaa Christi . 
Doctrinal of Sapience . 

HorsBy 3rd edit. . . . 

Servitium Transfiguratione 

The Fifteen Oes . . . 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd 

edit 

Divers Ghostly Matters . 



} 



1484 Very numerous designa 
1484 Very nimierous designs. 

iaSa / ^®^^ numerous designs. 

I Initials first used. 
1484 Large floriated 9L 

1487 ? Seven small designs. 

1488 ? Numerous designs. 

1489 Two designs. 

o J A fragment, with one 
I design. 

1490 ? One small design. 

^ ( The Crucifixion cut and 
'^9°M borders. 

1490 ? Old cuts reprinted. 
1490 ? One small design. 



Had Caxton*s opportunities allowed, he would probably have 
used the wood-engraver's art to a much greater extent. The 
above table shows that in 1481, when he first employed wood- 
cuts, he also discontinued them ; that in 1484 he again, for one 
year only, used them; and that in 1487 they took a permanent 
position in his typography. This seeming capriciousness was 
probably owing to the difficulty experienced in obtaining the 
services of a wood engraver. 

The engravings in 1481, 1484, and partly in 1487-8, appear 
to have come from the hand of the same artist. Li the last 
year, however, we find considerable improvement, as shown in 
the illustrations to the "Royal Book," and "Speculum VitsB 
Christi ; " but Caxton's best specimen of the wood-engraver's art, 
and one which has been much praised by Dibdin, and especially 
Jackson, for its composition and feeling, is the well-known 
" Crucifixion." This design is frequently seen in the books of 
Wynken de Worde, who received great credit for it until its 
earlier use was discovered as a frontispiece to Cax ton's " Fifteen 
Oes." 

The largest woodcut known to have been used in Caxton's 
books is the Assembly of Saints, at the beginning of all the 
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editions of the " Grolden Legend," and the smallest, of which 
there are four, are found in illustrations to the text in the 
" Speculum vitsB Christi." 

This portion must not, however, be dismissed without a few 
words upon that most interesting of all Caxton's woodcuts, 
the large device. Caxton used but one ; the small device, of a 
similar design, which is commonly attributed to him, and which 
is first seen in the " Chastising of God's Children," being cer- 
tainly not earlier than 1491, in which year he died. 

The interpretation of the.ilevi.ce offers a question by no means 
of easy solution. We may dismiss, as unworthy of serious 
notice, the suggestions that the figures should be reversed to 
read 1447, or that the 74 or 47 refers to Caxton's age and not 
to a particular year. The problem to be solved is, does the 
design mean 74, and if so, why did Caxton use the year 1474 
on his device? Bibliographers have hitherto assumed that it 
must be in reference to the introduction of printing into 
England, and quote the colophon to the ist edition of the 
"Chess Book" in support of the argument. But, as already 
shown, the date of the " Chess Book " refers to the translation 
of the work, the printing having been certainly accomplished later 
at Bruges, and probably in 1476, Caxton's settlement at West- 
minster not having occurred until late in that year, or in 1477. 

The first to suggest that this mark had no reference whatever 
to Arabic figures was Mr. Bradshaw of Cambridge; and his 
opinion has of late received an interesting and curious con- 
firmation. Mr. Adin Williams of Kempsford, in the course of 
some antiquarian researches, took a rubbing of a monumental 
brass in Standon Church, Herts, and was struck by the resem- 
blance which a part of it bore to Caxton^s well-known mark. 
The brass is iu bad condition, but it is easily deciphered, and 
is in memory of John Felde, alderman of London, who, like 
Caxton, was a mercer. The alderman is represented kneeling, 
with two sons and a daughter behind him. Above, on one side, 
are the family arms ; on the other is his trade mark as a mercer. 
\ The surrounding legend is:— **3Jo!)n jTefte, aftetman Of 

Uontion, Mtxtf^mnt of t^e i^taple of ^alm. Bfieli 




The mark of Felde is here givpn, the rfutted line only being 
aginary ; and beside it, for the sake of comjmrison, is a roduc- 
n of Coxton's mark. It wiU be seen that if the top pennant 





B mark were cut away, and the loop adilcd, we should 
m have a close resemblance to the so-called figures in Caxton's 
rice. That Felde'a mark is a combination of conventional 
ms then commoiUy used by merchants is undeniable ; and 
iton's device is doubtless of a similar character. It is his 
sonal seal, and the central part is probably the very same 
rk as that used by him when, as Govemour of tho English 
tion, he stamped every bale of British goods which entered 
issued from the city of Bruges. 

Cho debate upon Caston'a device has until lately been oon- 
>d to the central portion, the surroundings having been by 
leral consent considered merely as ornamentation. In all 
babjlity this view is correct ; but, as hidden meanings have 
n discovered in these side ornaments, no apology is needeil 
their introduction hero, however fanciful they may be. Mr. 
dden, of VersaiUes, a well-knovm writer upon all matters of 
tBotypography, says in one of his letters * that the ornament 
the left of the fflga is clearly the letter S, while that on tho 
Kisite side is a C. 

Cheee initials, he feels Bure, refer to the words Sancta Colonia, 
city in which he supposes Castou to havo learned his art. 
t so, says another critic ; S. C. must surely mean the Staple 
^ IiBttrea d'na Bibliogntphe, Qnatriame Sdrie. Faris, 1875. P. 23. 
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nf Calais, tbat great wool-mart of wliich, like Felde, Cazton 
wea a nit<rchant ; the froeilom of nhich wae a privilege he might 
well bo prmid of, and which would give him certain important 
rights in tho importation of books. 

Ah I mya critic No, 3, hut Caston held an important post 
in tho city of Bruges, anil had to place hiB official seal on all 
English goods imported or exporteil, so that, in remembrance 
of tills, & C-i or " Sigillum Caitoni," would he very appropriate 
initials on biti trade mark. 

Thc«u guussva are mor« amusing than inatmctive, and it 
fluuild be romemberoil that Roman capitals were not used by 
(Jaxtou ill any of hia works, nor indeed in those of his English 
onnl«in]mnme8. 

The i>pinioii that the interlacement is only a tmde mark is 
much slreii^'theiiiHl by tlie discovery of its original use. In 
1487, Caxton wislting to print a Sarom Missal, and not having 
tho types proper for the purpose, sent to Paris, where it was 
printed for hliu by W, Maynyal, who in the colophon states 
plainly tlial he priiiti^d it at the expense of 'Williaiii Caxton, 
of I.ondi.m. When the printed sheets reached Westminster, 
Ctucton wishing to moke it qnite plain that he was the pub- 
lisher, engraved his design and printed it on tho last page, 
which happened to bo blank. This is the first occasion on 
wliich it is known to have been used. The unique copy of 
this Missid is in the [wssession of Stephen Legh, Esq., M.P., 
and wns exhibited at the Caxton colehralion in 1877, 

Tlie following list of books in which the device ia found 
shows that it was not until the end of Caxton'a typographical 
life that he adopted this distinguishing mark. 

Missole ad Usum Sarom 1487 

Speculum vitffi ChrisU ciVca 1488 

Doctrinal of Sapience 1489 

The History of Reynard the Fos, and edition . . eirea 1489 

Directorium Socerdotum, and edition .... circa 1489 

Enoydofl 1490 

The Dictcs and Sayings, 3rd edition area 1490 

The Mirrour of the World, and edition . , 
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few Ghostly Matters 

B Teataal, 2nd edition 

ir Sermons, 2nd edition 

Katfaeiine of Senis 



ffa 1490 

rat 1490 

'rca 1490 

'rea 1491 



rhe magnum opm of Caxton was undoubtedly the edition of 
he Golden L^end," 14S4. The translation alone of this 
it Tork must have been no slight task, while, as to number 
leaves and size of both paper und printed page, it far ex- 
led his edition of " King Arthur," which was the next 
[est. The smallest pieces of his printing now extant arc 
lie Advertisement " and the " Induigentes," 
"he commercial results of Citxton's trade as a printer are 
■nown ; but as the fees paid at his burial were far above the 
rage, and as he evidently held a respectable position in his 
ah, we must conclude that his business was profitable. The 
lervation of the " Cost Book " of the Ripoli press has already 
1 noticed, and some extracts of interest translated therefrom, 
may presume that Caxton also kept exact accounts of his 
.e receipts and expenditure, and if such were extant the 
ly doubts which now surround the operations of hia printing- 
B would be definitely solved. We should then know the 
e at which he sold his books, how many pence be asked for 
small quarto " qaayers^" of poetry, or his pocket editions of 
"Horffl" and "Psalter," how many shillings were required 
lurchaae the thick folio volumes, such as " Canterbury 
IS," "King Arthur," &c That tlie price was not much 
er than that paid for good editions now, we may infer from 
rate at which fifteen copies of the "Golden Legend" sold 
'een 1496 and 1500. These realised an average price of 
id. each, or about £i 13a. 4£/. of modem money, a sum by 
leans too great for a large iUuatrated work. This, however. 
Id depend on the number of copies considered necessary for 
dition, wliich probably varied according to the nature of 
work. On a Wank leaf in the ist edition of "Dictes," at 
.orp, is written, apparently by Bagford, "N.B.— Caxton 
ted 44 books, 25 of which were with Dates, and 19 witli- 
On e would imagine that so definite a statement must 
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have had some foiunlation, but it appears to rest entirely on the 
writer'a bare assertion. Some foreign printers issued bo many 
as a 75 or 300 copies of editions of the "Classics," hut it is not 
probahle that Caxton ventured upon so large an impression, ae 
the demand for his publicationB must have been much more 
restricted. 
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MERCERS' RECORDS.— WARDENS' ACCOUNTS. 

{Mtrccra' llaU, Undon.) 

1 G L 1 O Volume in the Archives of the Mercers' 
L mpany, written on parchment bj varioua aoribeB 
in the 14th and I5tb CenturieB, extending from 
1344 to 1464, The contenU of the vulume Include 
—a rent-roll— the oatb of hoiuseholdcrB — of linen 
cl th meters — of liverymen— of brethren — of brokers 
— (f upprenticea on their entry and issue — of free- 
mea — an almanack — and the balonce-Bheeti of tbe 
whole C mpHoy 

The Bcco mtd nf tbe receipts and disborBcments of the Company are 
•mmal, and reckoned by the regnal year of the King. These accounts 
»re generally made up under the folloiring heads : — The annual fee of 
every liveryman— fees paid on the entries of apprentices— fees paid on 
the issue of apprentices — fines— quit-rents — general expensea — and foreign 
expenses. The last head comprises all payments made for goods and 
^ervioe not iucloded in the legitimate businese of the Company. 




Oath taken by Caxton on "issuing" from hU apprentioeebip. 

To shall (were that ye shal be true vnto oure liege lorde the Ityng and 
tu bi* heires kyngea/ je shall also be obedient t Redy to oome at all lefluU 
SlUnonna A Warnyng of the Wardeois of the mercery/ vban and tu often 
M ye be duly monysshed & warned by them/ or by any of them/ by tbeir 
Bedell/ or by ooy other in their name/ leSull excuse idwey except/ AU 
Ordynaunoes & Rules by tbe ffeliship of the meroeri Ordeyned mode and 



id 
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Btablubed and bere after for tbe wele worship & proGtb of the aeid feliship 
to be mode/ ye shall bolde andkcpe/ All coicacons necesiKLrij Ordjnaimcea 
and GonnoeU for tbe welfare of the seid fieliahip ottd tbc Becrets therof 
to you Bhewad/ ye ahall kepe secrete & bolde for councell/ and thcou n 
ony of tbeym to diaoovar or shew by ony mesne or eallour vnto on 
peraoone or peraoones o[ any other ffeliahip. Ye shall also ba contributory 
to all cbarges to you putt by tbe wardeinB & ffelisbip to bere k, pay yo* 
parte of charge sett for yo' degre like as other uf the same Seliship shall 
do for their degre. Moreou ye ahall not departe cute of the aeid ffellahip 
for to serve ne ye shall not accompany you w' otiy peraoone or perEoones of 
ony other feliahip wherthrough prejudice Jt hurte may in ony wise growe 
Tnto tbe aeid ffelisbip of tbe mercery. And on this ye shall swere that 
during the tyme of your aeruyoe ye shall neither bey ne sejl for yo' owns 
self ne foe ony other persone ne that ye shall Keceiva ony goodes or mar- 
chsndise by ony cotlonr belonging rnto ony other p'noan than oonly to yo' 
maist whiche that ye now seme or shall seme w'yone the Seliship of ye 
mercerie except by his apeciall license & will And also that ye shall not 
take ony shop houa ch'mbre seller ne wareboua by ony cotlo' for to ocupie 
tiyeing and sellyng vnto suohe tyrae aa that ye have ben w' the wardeina of 
the mercery for the tyme beyng and by con of hem for shopholder amytted 
Bwom and entred Ne that ye shall take ne bans ony apprentice or ony s£ 
for to ocupye vnto that he by you vnto oon the aeid Ward, for apprentice 
first presented & by the seid Wardoin so amj-ttod All which poyuta & eny 
of hem to y' povrer wele k truly ye shall hold k kepe so help you god ke. 



The oath adminiatered to Gaxton npon taking up bis freedom. 

Ye shall swere that ye shal be good and trew vnto 0' liege Lord kyng 
of Englond and to his Eyrea kynga/ obeisaunt k obedyent to the Mayor Jt 
to the minyaCera of this Cite/ Tbe fimnchises and Cuatumes thereof ye 
■b&l maynteyne and the cite kepe hacmles in that that in you is/ ye ahall 
be contributary to al man' charges w> in this cite aa somons watches 
contribncions taskes tallays lotto and skotte and all other charges bere 
yo' parte aa ony other frema shall/ ye ahall oolo' no foreyns good whetby 
the kyng might lose hia custunte or his auauntage/ Ye ahall know n 
foreyn to bey sell nor meicbundise wi another Soreyn within thia Cite nor 
the fraunches therof but ye wame the Chaumberleyn therof or some 
mynyaters of the chamber/ ye shal emplede no frema out of this Cite whils 
ye tnow have right & lawe here within/ ye shall toke none apprentice but 
if he be fre borne and for no lesae time than for vi) yers/ within tbe £nt 
yere ye shall do hym be enrolled and at the tennes end ye shall make bym 
fre if he have wele and truly served you/ ye ahall also kepe tbe peace/ ii 
yv owne penone/ ye shall know no gaderynga coarenticleg nor com^pimciea 



e Bjeoat tlie peace bat }>e wame the Maier thereof ft let it to yo' power 
bhese poyntec je nhall wele and truly kepe accordyn); to iM the Ltwei ft 
.umca of this Cit« to 310' power bo help yo\i go-l uid hoUdame A by 
Boke/ 



tie Feltawahip in the 22ad yma of li^ward III Duitibcred 4 WtirdeiiB 
tOI LiverymsD, and in tlJs year among ChoK who paid tlieii fec^ 

Richard de Cauaton r Theobald de Cauiton 

Hlchoel de Caiwtou Nichol de Caiuloa 

William de CauEton Hoger de CkUitoD 

Heniy de Causton I 

Ibo in the and year of Henry VI. — Stevjn Cauaton, 



Oder the and year of Henry IV, among the " Entrees des Appren- 
I," is— WillioiD Oaiuton/ Appr. de ThoB. Gedenvy . . . fj a 

1427—1428. 
nder the 6th year of Heniy VT the name of Robert Large appear* tor 
Gnt time. 

eat la compte de John Whatley, Robert Large, Thomas Bataill, et 
D Pidiuyl! fait alffeate de Seint John Baptist Ian vj"' nps. ]e con- 
it en quila iU estoient gardema de la uiistere del mcrcerie come piert 



nder the same jeoj', among " Entrees des Apprei 
Robert Halle 
Bandolf Streets I 



! AppBtya de Robert Large 



1430— 143 1 - 
Tnder the 9th year of Henry VI, among the " Entrees <!ea Appren- 

S|"— 

Item reaa. de Thoma Nyohe appilt de Rob' Large . ij g 

Item ress. de Rich Bonif aunt appnt de Rob' Large 1 

Item de Jamaa beton appnt de dit Rob' . . J '"^ ^ 

1431— 144'- 
"he following item ia from the Wardens' Eeceipta in the lOth year of 
nry VI— 

tem. lis eoj chargent qilz ount reeeu de ThnB. Stauotun ifrere et 
.one de Robert Large de monje quil ad rcaau outre mere en ptie de 
wwot de lea idi preatrei a John Wavyn pies gardenia de Ian passe. 



r 
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Among the Entriea of Apprentioea in the 14th year of Henry VI — 
It' de Hear. Onkmonton le apceotice de Robert Large ij a 

'437— 1«8- 
Araong tliB Iflsuea of Apprentices in the iSth year of Henry VI — 

It' Rimdulffe Stre^te lappRtice de Kobert Large ■ . ij a 
Among the entries for the aama year — 

iiij a 

1438— 1439. 

Among the Wardens' Receipts in the 17th year of Henry VI — 

It' Ila Boy chargaont pour argent reaau p' fynas de dius pereonea en 
lo' temps p' ces ijila fautent de ohiuachier oueaqz le mair Robert large. 

In theuame account, under "fforein eiipcDaeB." 

Item ■ptSe a iti trompatts le iitii i' doctobre Ian xvii]"* du dit Eoy 
Hen TJ*" pour le chiuachee de Robert large maij v li vL a viij d 

1440 — [441. 
Prom the Wardens' Receipta in the lyth year of Henry VI — 
It' ils Boy chargeont pour aigent reaoue des Exeoutoa Robert large del 
legooe du dit Robert xx !i 

In the same year, under tho Isane of Apprentioea — 

It' Thomas Neche qui fuiat nppfltice de Rob' large . , ij a 
In the neit year, under the lasue of Apprentioea — 

It' Rich Bonafant q fuiat apptitloa de Rob' large . . ij B 

1442—1443. 
Among the lasuea of Apprentices in 21 Henry VI — 

Xrafer Heton appi^tice de Rob' large , ij b 

Among the Entriea — 

Riohard larga appbtics de Geffrey FeMiiig . . . . ij h 
Among the Isauea of Apprentices in 33 Henry VI — 

John Harrowe appTLtice de Robert large ij a 

Among the laauea of Apprentices in 25 Henry VI — 

Richard Caxton s'unt de John Harrowe ij b 

1448—1449. 
In Foreign Expeniefl for the a7th year of Henry VT — 

To Richard Burgh for berynge of a I're our Uie See TJ ■ 1 



I450-14S'- 
fnder Foreign Eipensea in the 29th ytar uf Honry VI.— 
;ein. Paid to John Stubbei for Perjs to the Gentilwoman of the 
ihesse of Bnrgejn vj d 

sm paid to Hewe Wyche for & writ direete to Sandewyche [or the 
Tiys of the Gentil womanB of the duchea of BurjfeyQ ij s vj A 

"453- 

an dii gnkCB m ccac liij Et del Roy Herry siztne puis le con- 

'ndfa the heading " Entre en la lyvere pm' An " — 

It' Emond Redekiuipe vj s viij d 

It" KJchaert Burgh vj b viij d 

It- William Caiton rj s viij d 

heee namea have been erased with the pen, and the following memo- 
lum added beneath — " qz int' debiCoreB in fine copot'." 
\ the list of penona Gaed "r^ilti fautent de chiuachiec onesijue Ic 
r Geffrey Felding " in the same year are the names of — 

WUIiam CaiiCun iij e Uij d [ Thomas Bryce iijs iiij d 
Richard Burgh iij s iiij il | William Pratt iijs iiij d 

1462— 1463. 
'ndar Foreign Espenaea in the 2nd year of Edward IV — 
xm for botehyre for to shewe to ye lords of ye coubbU the i're y> 
a from Caxton & ye felaahip by yonde ye See vj d 

1464—1465- 
.t the end of the Wardeaa" Account for the 4th year of Edward IV — 

Dettoura. 
bem. "Ye Selaahip by yende ye see for yeir patenta xlvij li x d 
Linang the Foreign Expenaea for the same year — 
bem to Jenyne Bakker, Currour, for berying of a letter to Caxton 
ye see xiviij a viij d 

1465. 
Folio xlj recto.] Anno liiij' Uv«. 
loDite holden of the hole felyshipp the xvij"' daye of uctobr' the yere 

Bttre Bent on | Welboloued we grete you well certifiyng youe that 

Bee. aa towcbyng the convencion of the lordea that was 

appoyoted to begyn at sent Oniers the firet daye of 

I the p'aent mnneth of ootober/ the whiche we ttuated 

iql^it ia no that it bolditb not/ Sea the leeae ouce souaign lorde the 
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kyng RemembryDg that thentreconrBe expired the Sirst day of Notmln 
next comjng/ hath written a letter to the maire of londcm/ wherooC Jl 
Hum TKCeyxiB a copye clouod id thu letter/ And where aa the ^Bglg 
bis lettre willeth that truths a p'sone aa ■hnlde go in meiuage for the b 
gadon of tbentrecoQis shulde he p'rided in enche fourme as je m^w 
cejre b; the lettre it ts thougth here that it is Dot oore parte het« in ll 
Citie to take vppon vs a mater of so grete wejght where that all t^ 
here to fore the kyTig by tharise of his lords of his Councell have mads 'i 
p'visioD in that behalf e and vppcm thix we have labored to themajiew'tl 
wardens of dius felyshtppes aventerers that he wilt write an auiuware 
the kyog of his lettre in the most pleaont wise that he can that it W 
pleas his highnea by thaviae of hia Councell to p'vida for this niater f 
the weall of all his aubietta/ whertore consideryng that the day comy 
nygh vppoD and how that Che kynga wrytyog and hia nicassge sbal! 
Bpedde from bena we are not certen/ wherfor we pray joue for the wells 
alle the kynga subiotts by thavise of the felishipp there in a» goodly lu«t 
ye can labu' for a meane by the wbiche jo' p'Bones & goods may be in suret 
for a reasonable tyme/ and in the mene wfayle there com wiytyng from tb( 
kyng to the duke/ or ales from the duke to the kyng if it will ho happeai 
for p'rogacion of the aame/ and aache coata aa ye do rppon the Buytt 
will that they be generally levied there in auche mah and fotirme aa 
seme most espedient/ written tc. 

John lambert John Wards ) 
a W. Caston John Baker John Alburgh ( 

1466. 

(Folio C xliiij.] 

Conrte of adventerers holden the iij** (it'c) day of Jone A° xiiij* livj, 
fTor a lettre send I Hit is accorded by the aald felishipp for by 
from Caxton lettre send from William Caiton and theiyn a Copye of 
Gonemo''' a lettre aent to the said William by therle of Waraike 

I tor thabstinena of byiog Wares forboden in the dukea 
londea of Bucgoyne by acte of p'lement that a lettre eholbe made and 1 
to the said William by the Guatoaea and Adventerera whiche ia made 
sent in the fourme following &c, 

A lettre send I Right truaty Sir We grete yoae well/ lettjug j 
ou to Caxton witt the daye of makyng of this We receyyed a lettre 
gouno'' from you directed to the mayre and vs written at 

I Brudga the xivij"' daye oE niaye last post and theiyn 
closed a copye of a lettre directed to youe from oure good lorde therle of 
Warwik whiche we hane well vnderatonde ft cooceyved/ and oppeaed it 
to our felishipp for whiche we deaire and praye youe/ in that youe is tr 
conaider and fulfill thentent made by acte of p'lement and the opeciall 
desire of ouK fonaid lorde for the publique weoU of this Innda and that 
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B be made there in tlint youe it for the complyiihmeiit of 
« right requjretb/ WB wiUyng in no kjnde the aside Wto to bo 
laa nor bnrte hj hod of oure felyshipp in that tb is and thkl the 
mee founde qnycly jf any auche be a« g:[>d forbede that ye do correcion 
£ th ordenauco there mode and theutent of yo' tettre and u for Jo' 
Ice of uiiiuware of the lordes intent heie u yitt we can not vnderttonde 
ii diapoHicion but as sone ob we have knowle^ ye shaii haue wittynff 
i u for the lettres that ye write ye sbulde sent from ceint Omera i 
syued non as yittuid as for any ioperdy that abnlde fall ye ahall vndt 
ide it tber soner than we bare/ and if we tnowe of any ye ahal! haw 

liyng&o. 

Vrit at London the iij"' day of June/ 

J. Tate/ J. Msrehall/ Ed 
J. Broun Cuatoaes of th 
k thaventerera of the sa 

, Will- Caston Qnno' de la nac" deng"- 

Snvoye p' lymond preete le iiij"* io' de June. 



146S. 
Folio rij reeto.I Anno xiiij" ]xviij°' 
rtonm assiged : Courte hnlden the ix daye of Septembr the yera ttxme 
go In aiiibsB- I writte hit was nccorded and agieade tbot for aaniocbe 
e by the kyngea na the kyng dt hia Counseil deayred of the f eliaahipp 
nmaundment. to bane certen p'nones of the same to go ou in Am- 
bassat n' diua EmbaBaatos into fHaunders as for tbe 
Ui^yng of Wollen clothe that tbcia peraones vndcrwritten ahulde be 
lented to the tcynges higbnes & hia Councell/ they to do aa shall pU 

William Redeknape 

JnbH Pykcryiig 

William Caxtou 

[Same Folio and year.] 

iony assigned Courte holden the xiviij daje of Septebr" tlie yere 

the said am- aboue said 

•Bsatos for hit ia accorded that William Bedenape and John 

leire Coats. Pykeryng shall hane in honde xl li at'ling towarde 

tboire costs ft charges for thatubaasatt of thenlargyng 

Wollen clotbe in the Duke of BurgufL londea wbiche sbalbe leyde outc 

' tbe cnndith mony at this tyme receyued vnto the tyme another Courte 

9 had for tbe p'viaion of the same by tbe advise of tbe Aldermen of oure 

rlyahipp. 
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MERCERS' RECORDS.— RENTER WARDEN'S ACCOUNTS. 
(JHereeri' Ball, London.) 

A folio VDlume on pftper, in the Archiven of the Mercere' Otonpftny, 
writtfD in the 15th Centuij, being & continuation, on a different plui, of 
the " Wardens' Accounts." 

It appears tliat about 1463-4 the wealth of the Mercem, eepeciollj ii 
housea and lands, bad so mncii increased, that it was found convenient, 
imt of the four Wardens, to appoint one whose businesa it should be b 
keep an account of the Company's estate. Accordingly every year a 
" Renter Warden " was chosen ; and from this period the Rent-n " 
main feature in the boots, the sum total onlj of the Fees and EitpenBeB of 
the Company appearing under their separate heads. 

1463— 14S4. 
Under " Qwyterents." — 3rd Edward IV. 
Item paid to je Chamberleyn of Westm' for y" pye 
Otewiah for iiij t'm* at Est' A° iij'' xx s 

1464—1465. 
4tii Edward IV. 
Item to ye m' of S Giles in y" ffeld for 

»aijd 

Item to y Chamberleyn of jabbey of Westm' f er ye 

1467 — 146S. 
7th Edward IV. 

Item paid for Rep'ac* done at S Martyna Oteanich 11 
of yacopts/ as in tyleng and oj' yinga n a vj d ob' 



Martyne Oteewich rj a 



c IxxT. Under the head " Discharge by Qwyterents of the 



Paid to the Chambleyn of West' for the pye 11 s 

Some year. Under " Qwyterents of Whet' " (Whittington). 

The Ward* of O" lady brethered of seiot Margaret at We«tm' 



^ 



•^Qwyterenta." 



uSi 



1 to the CtwwmboTlejn of west> for tlie grehound 

der " Other pkiemeDto.'' 

r » dener kept at the grehound U the 

];iidod 
n for wenhjDg of > tftbyU doth 
liiij a Ixniiij Undci tbe uune. 
of the ward' o( o* huly bretbered of h 
tent* in Aldeimue v ■ 



yd 



Durg'ets ftt WcsteBMM' (or 



THE WILL OF ROBERT LARGK, 

■a of London and Mercer, dated Ilth April, I44I. The ori^na] copy 
the book, callad "Rouse," fonnerly depotited in the Prerogative 
;, Doctors' ComtnonB, uid now in the Probate Regutry of tbe High 
i of JoEtice. In Latin. 



ttie Jlanic of SSJID 9nim. On tbe eleventh Day of the month 
pril in tbe Yew of our Lord One Thousand CCCC and fortj one 
e nineteenth Year of King Henry the Sixth after the conqneat 
ibert I^rge Citizen and Mercer of the City of London being in 
ct health and memory do hereby make execute and ordain my Will 
lig manner Firrt I batueath and commend my Soul to Almighty 
I m; Greater and Saviour to the Bleswd Virgin Mary Hii Mother 
to all tbe BalntB and my body to be buried in tbe parinb Church of 
)lave in the Old Jewry Ixmdon to wit in the wune place in which 
body of IHizaheth my Ute wife lies buried which my body being 
id I will and bequeathe firet and prinoipally that ntl and singular my 
] ihaU be faithfully and entirely paid in fuU And afterwards I 
eath to the High AlUr of the said Choroh of St. Olave that tbe 
r of the same shall specially pray for the good of my soul C b Also 
qneath for the use of the structure of the same church to be applied 
■evet it shall be most requisite according to tbe sound discretion of 
porisbionerB twenty marca Also I leave twenty pounds for my 
utors to buy one set of vestments to be chosen according to the 
ment of the aforeeaid paHshionerg and such set of vestments I will 
main in the said church of St. Olave to serve for the glory of GOD 
mg as thej shall last Alao I bequeath two bundrcd marcs for the 
ou of providing a Chaplain fit and honest and well instructed in 
9 things which pertain to the holy ofiiceB to celebrate mass at tbe 
: of (he biessed Maiy in the said church of St. Olave daily when it 
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shaU be appoiDtnd or otherwise according to the discretion af mj wife 
and to be present at divine service at each hour appointed for pcajer tu 
officiate to pcaj and to mitiiBter according to the discretion of four 
approved mo«t profitable for the Bolvation of jay soul Also I bequeath 
to Alice my daughter one hundred pounds to bo pud to her when aha 
Hhall arrive at the age of twenty-one jiears to be spent in the purchwe o[ 
furniture and utensils most necessary for her house according to eoond 
advice and counsel Also I bequeath to Elizabeth mj daughter Eva 
hundred marcs sterliDg and I will that the said Elizabeth mj daughtel 
together with the aforesaid five hundred marcs left b; me as above to 
the said Elizabeth my daughter bo and remain in the goveraance of tha 
aforesaid Stephen Tyohemerssh until the said Elizabeth my dau^ter 
■hall arrive at the age of twenty years or be married he the said Stephen 
finding sufficient security in the chamber of GuildhaU in the City o£ 
London according to the custom and usage of the said City to deliver up 
to the said Elizabeth my daughter the aforesaid five hundred mwlM 
aterling when the said Elizabeth my daughter shall arrive at the afore- 
said age of twenty years or be married without renderiiig any other 
interest therefor only and eicept tha reasonable support ot tha said 
Elizabeth my daughter And if the said Elizabeth my daughter shall 
happen to die unmarried or before the age of twenty years then 1 will 
that two hundred and fifty marks of the aforesaid five hundred marks 
left by me as above to the said Elizabeth my daughter revert to the said 
Alice my daughter if she shall survive and if she be dead then the said 
two hmidred and fifty marks together with the other said two hundred 
and fifty marks remaining be at the disposal of and distributed by mj 
eiecntors in pious uses and works of charity for the good of my soul and 
the souls above mentioned in manner as afore is set forth Also I be- 
queath to the common box of the Mystery of Mercers of the City of 
London for the support of the poor of the said mystery twenty poimda 
Also I bequeath ten pounds to be disposed of according to the discretion 
of my executors in the purchase of a vestment to serve in the Uercers' 
chapel in the church of St. Thomas of Acan London so long as it wiU 
last Also I bequeath to each convent of the four orders of mendicant 
friars in the City of London to pray for my soul forty shillings Also I 
bequeath to the convent of friars of the order of St Cross near the Tower 
of London twenty shillings Also I bequeath one hundred shillings for 
the purchase of bedding linen and flannel according to the discreti 
my eieoutors to serve in the Hospital of St. Bartholomew in West Smith- 
field so long aa they will last Also I bequeath one hundred sbillingi 
wherewith to purchase in like manner bedding for the new hospit 
caUed St. Mary Spital without the aforesaid thousand pounds left by a 
to him the said Thomas my son be and remain in the safe charge ai 
government of the aforesaid Johanna my wife ontil the said Thomas my 
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hall active at the age of twentj-foar jean the the 

Ending BnlEdeiit Ncnritj in the Guiidball chamber of the dt^ of 

Ion according to the manner and cnstoia of the eaid Gitj to dellrer 

) the said Thoma« my ion the aforesaid tbooaaiid ponndi vhen he 

DM laj wm Bhall arrive at iiis aforenid age of twenty 'f oar jrean 

out rendering an; interent therefor only and exoept the retwonable 

ort of m; said BOD Tbomas AJbo I bequeath to Robert m; aon one 

•and pounds eterling and I wil! that the s«Jd Kobert my ku tag«tbcr 

the aforesaid thonsaad pmindB sn left bj me as above to the said 

!rt my ann be and remain in the safe charge and govemanoe of the 

«aid ThomBfl StaautOD my brother until the said Robert my aon 

arrive at the i^e of twenty-four year* the aaid Thomaa Staunton 

ng saEGcient eecunty in thu GTiildhall chamber of the City of LandoD 

rding to the manner and cnHtom of the Hud City to deliver up to the 

Robert my son the aforenid thousand pounds h left by me oa afore- 

when the eaid Robert my eon thai] arrive aa his aforeiaid age of 

ity-fom yeaj^ without rendering any intereat therefor only and 

pt the proper inpport of my said son Robert Also I bequeath 

tiobard my son one thousand poands sterling and will that the 

Richard my aon together with the aaid thousand ponnda so be- 

Ahed by me to him an above shall bo and remain in the safe custody 

goveniance of the aforesaid Johanna my wife until Richard my said 

shall arrive at the age of twenty-four yearn the said Johanna my 

finding sufficient security for the said thousand pounds in the soma 

aa above specified And in case one or more of my said nons Thomaa 

ert or Richard shall die before reaching the said age of twenty-four 

■a then I will and bequeath that the portion or portions of that my 

or those my sons so dying before the age of twenty-four years shall 

irt to that one or those of my said sons surviving And if all my said 

I shall die before arriving at the age of twenty-four years then I will 

bequeath that the said three thousand pounds shall be disposed of 

distributed by my executors in pious nses and works of charity for 

good of my own soul and the souls of my parents my wives and my 

dren also of my friends and benefactors for the souls of all I hold in 

em and of all the faithful departed this life in such way as my eiecn- 

I may consider to be better for the pleasing of GOD and among poor 

unied men and women desirous of marriage Also I bequeath to the 

ish church of Shakeston where my father lies buried a vestment of the 

le of ten pounds to serve in the same church to the glory of GOD go 

J as it will last Also I bequeath to the parish church uf Aldester 

we my ancestors are bnried a vestment of the value of ten pounds 

10 I leave to the parish church of Overton where some of my relatives 

buried B vestment of the value of ten pounds Also I bequeath to 

noma Nyche my servant i marks Also to Rlohard Bonyfaunt my 
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apprentice i marks Aliio I bequeath to Henry Onkmoatan m; appreo* 
tice I pounds Also I bequeath to Robert Dedea my apprentice xx m&rlu 
Aiaa I bequeath to Christopher hit apprentice xi puimda AIbo I be- 
qaeath to William Caxtou mj apprentice ix marks Also I bequeath to 
John Gode my servant i pounds Also I bequeath to William Brydde 
my BerTant x marks AIejo I bequeath to William my kitchen servant 
xl shillings Also I bequeath to Katherine my servant x marks and to 
Isabella Lynde xl shillings Also I leave to William Sampson my ser- 
vant at my manor of Horham five marks Also I bequeath to Petar my 
servant at the same place xl shillings and to Thomas my servant at the 
same place iivj shillings and viij pence Also I bequeath to John de 
Ramsey servant of Isabella Boteley i marks cd his marriage Also I 
bequeath to Richard Tumat the son of Johanna my wife xx ponnds 
Also I bequeath marks to be divided by my executors among the 
children of John Chirch Citizen and Mercer of the City of London 
who shall be living at the age of xxiiij years Also I bequeath to 
Thomas Staunton my brother if he will undertake the charge of exe- 
cuting this my will and will act with good diligence in this office C 
pounds Also I bequeath to Amulph Strete Mercer on the same con- 
dition C marks and to Stephen Tyahemerrah on the some condition C 
marks Also I leave to Katherine my mother C marks Also I bequeath 
to Johanna my wife by way of gift and instead of her portion of all and 
singular my moveable goods and chattels by law belonging to har four 
thousand marks And in case that she Johanna my wife shall be dtn- 
satisSed with this my said legacy then 1 will that this my lega^ to the 
said Johanna da cease and become void in law and that then the said 
Johanna my wife do have of my moveable goods and chattels only IJiat 
portion to which she is entitled by law without any oddition or advan- 
tage whatsoever Also I bequeath to Thomas my son one thousand 
pounds sterling and I will that the said Thomas my son together with 
parishioners of the aforesaid church for twenty years neit after my 
decease the said chaplain taking for his annual salary ten marks to be 
paid and administered at the bands of my executors in order that he the 
said Chaplun may specially commend to GOD my soul and also the souls 
of Elizabeth and Johanna my wives Richard Herrj my late morter and 
the souls of all those whom I esteem and the souls of all the faithful 
departed Also I bequeath to the high altar of St. Margaret in Lothburj 
London C s Also I bequeath xx Pounds to be paid by my executors for 
the purchase of one set of vestments according to the expressed ehoioe 
of the aforesaid parishioners which set of vestments I wish to remain hi 
the sud Church of Saint Margaret to serve for the worship of GOD so 
lung as they shall last Also I leave xx pounds to be disposed of and 
divided by my executors among the more indigent poor men and women 
of the ward of Coleman Strsst Also four pounds to be divided by my 
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iton unong the Cb&pLuiu and Clerks In the ChoTabea ot St. OUve 
St. MKi^Biet kforeBud within tvo ycara next after my deoeaw tbM 
my xl B each jeu in orilcr thkt the afureuid ChapliunB and Cleric* 
pray for my soul Also I bequeath for the new oiakiDg and cun- 
tion of an nqneduct lately begun in the City (if London CCCC marha 
I paid within four years according to the discretion of my executor* 
ntditioa however that the aforemid aqueduct be completed wltbia 
jeiua next after my decease and not otherwlu Also I bequeath for 
vork of maldng and repairing London Bridge C nuu-ks to be paid 
n four yean according to the discretion of m; eiccutur* Alao I 
wth for the cleansing oE the Watercourse called Walbrook neat the 
ih of St. SloT^aret Lothbury &nd for the enlargement and aphotding 
a same church to be disposed of according to the wise discretion of 
lecutora and four approved pariahionera oF that Church CC marki 
3Te if necessary so that it do not exceed CCC marks Also I bequeath 
irka to be di^kMed of according to the wise discretion of my execu- 
foi the marriage of ten poor girls of gi>od character namely to each 
are tan girls at her maniaga ten marks whether in the country or 
le City of Loudon Also 1 beqneath C pounds to be divided by my 
iton among poor domestic servants in the counties of Lancashire 
IParwidcBhire that is to say one poor manservant ten shillings and 
lOther twenty shillings and to another forty shillings as occasion 
require ho long as the said pounds may suffice Also I bequeath 
■ounda to be distributed by my executors where it may be moat 
ed Bishopsgato London so long as it will lasL Also I leave five 
:8 wherewith in like manner to purchase bedding for the hospital of 
Blessed Saint Mary of Bethlehem wlthoat Bishopsgate aforesaid. 
I boqneath forty shillings wherewith tn like manner to purchase 
ing for the hospital of St. Thomas of Southwark near London. Alao 
queath six pounds wherewith in tike manner to purchase l)eddii)j; 
ihe Lepershouses at Hakeney les lokes without the barriers of St 
ge Southwark and of Sb Egidius beyond Holbom London namely 
hch of the said bouses forty shillings Also I bequeath one hundred 
ingB wherewith to provide and purchase food and other things most 
ssary for the poor prisoners in Newgate London to bo distributed 
rding to the sound discretion of my executors Also I bequeath one 
Ired shillings to be distributed in like manner among the prisonem in 
^te London Also I bequeath for repairs in the nave of the church 
'bakstede Gve marks Aluo I bequeath for repairs in the body of 
church of Cbawicy in tbe county of Essex forty shillings Also 
qneath to Richard Foliet meroer twenty marks Also I bequeath to 
iam Halle meroer lately my servant twenty pounds Also I bequeath 
Lgnes lately my servant forty shillings Also 1 bequeath to each of 
two said daughters Alice and Elizabeth three cups with covem from 
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tuuoDg my cupi Cklled BtaDding cups of ailver-gLlt whichsTer of 
cups witb tbe cohere shall weigh twenty-four ounces and * * 

[one leaf ef the orifjinal ti here mtMinp] 
tbe s* Richard Tnmat dying without male heira lawfully begottan, thtni 
I will that all the above lands and tenements with their appurtenanoea 
Bball revert to the male heirs of mj before -mentioned Bon Robert liftrge. 
Provided nevertheless that it the b' Eiohard Tumat shall take possoBsion 
of aH the aforesaid lands and tenements In Newton that then he shall b 
eiolnded entirely from the manor of Hocham in the county of Essex witli 
the lands and tanementa and appurtenances belonging thereto. 

Then foTowa the Probate, dated May 6th, 1441, and proved beFom 
Zanobio Mulakyn, Dean of the Church of St. Mary-le-Bow, London. 



BRUGES RECORDS.— JUDGMENTS. 

(The Archita, Brugei.) 

The following docoinent ia fonnd in one of the mail^ volnmee of 
Records preserved in the Archives of tbe City of Bruges. Like the other 
volumes of this interesting series it is in manuscript coeval with the history 
it elncidates. The title at the beginning of tbe book is i 

" Regifltre van alle zakeu gbehaudelt by Seepen van BrnggbcT in huerL 
camere daer zy daghelicK vergaderen. Beghint in Septembre in tjaer 
dunst vierhondert ilvij," ; or, " A register of all matters brought Under 
the notice of tbe Conncillors of Bruges, in their daily session assembled. 
Begun in the month of September, in tbe year one thousand four bondred 
xlvij." 

(T&iNSLiTION.) 

To all who see or bear these Presents — ^tbe Burgomasters, Sheriffs, 
and Council of the Town of Bruges send greeting. Be it known that 
■WUliam<!raes, an English Merchant, Complainant, of the one part, and 
John Selle and William Caxton, English Merchants also. Defendants, of 
the other part, have this day appealed for justice before Roland de Vos 
and Guerard le Groote our Fellows, Sheriffs. The said Complainant says, 
that John Granton, Merchant, of the Staple at Calais, was bound and 
indebted to him in certain siims of monej- ; that is to say, firstly iD;£6o 
sterling for and because of a certain obligation, and further, in the Hom of 
jQsfi sterling on account oE a certain exchange which had taken place 
between them, aa well as for expenses and costs incurred in that matter, 
amounting on the whole to^i 10 sterling. For this sum he had caused 
the said John Granton to be arrosted in the Town of Bruges, and that the 
said John being arrested, the said John Selle and William Caxton b 
luretiet (or bim, in equity and law. 
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IMS the laid John had departed thn Town of Bruge* without 
nnd iBtiMfied him, or appealed for juitioe, he demanded thkt 
endants should be cumpelled imd adjudged, a> Surotiea of tha 
John, to paji the said claim. 

IB said Defendants, in aiuwer, acknowledged that in 
«aid thej hud become Sureties to the said William Craee for the 
John Granton, but submitted that the aaiJ Joho waa quite solvent, 
enough, and would certainly pay the amount ; reqiiinng therefatti 
the aaid Complainant might aeelc his debt of the laid John, who wai 
eal debtor, and that they might be dlHcbarged from their eaJd >ur«ty- 
: disputing alto the sum demanded by the Defendant on account of 
mid Biohange, for certain reaaona thereupon alleged ; the afomaid 
itiff holding the validity of the aoid eucetyahip, and dEUiandinK ae 
said ; together with many other reaeona subaiitted by Che aud par- 
And after hearing the said parties on the aaid queitiona, with their 
ments, as well as certain Merchants, that the said dispute hod been 
■mined by our Fellows, Sherifia, who had adjudged and decided i That 
aid Defendants should, as the Sureties of the said John Grajiton, pay 
aatiafy the said William Craea, firatlj in the aaid aum of £60, of which 
s)ud obligation mode mention, and furthermore in the sum of j^35 
ing on occoont of the stud exchange and coats. And that, upon the 
mder of the said obligation, good and suthcient seuurity amounting 
le two said sums of j^Go and £a sterling should be given ; that in 
at some future time the aaid John Crouton ahould deny Che debt of 
nid earns, or allege payment, that then, on the other bond, the aaid 
stiff sbould be wntenced to render and repay the said two suma and 
!. Right of action being teaerred to the aaid Defendants against the 
John Granton, the original debtor, as law and equity direct. 
I wibtesa whereof, &c, 2 January (1449). 

^f BRUGES RECORDS.— TOWN REGISTER-S, 

(Thx Arthivet, Bni^a.) 
Register written on paper in the Rfteeoth century, and containing 
1 Jndgments, given in the Town of Bmgei during the years 1463-9. 

(Tbabblahm.) 
rlieteai Daniel, ion of Adiien, called Sheriff Daniel, Plaintiff of the 
par^ and Jeroneme Vento, for and in the name of Jaqnes Doije,* 
'dunt of Genoa, Defendant of the other part, have promised and 
led to leave all the differences between them to the judgment and 
* Fotup* one of me celeUiatad DutU EUnlij of Gaooa. 
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arbitration ol WilHiim Coxton, Merchant of Kngland, and MuUi ul 
Gaveraor of tbe Engluh Natiini in tiiBee parts ; and of Thomu PecMi 
u Arbitraton, uid wiucable Umpins and common frieniig, the nid 
parties, and each of them, promising well and tegall; to abide by, obiem 
and perform all that the said Arbitrators shall dedde and adjndicate ct 
&e said difFerencee, without opposition of my kind. And that the m" 
Arbitrators having hcant the pleas of the said parties, arid formed therMB 
their sentence and judgment which they have reported to tlie foil du 
of the SheriSs of Bmges, it has been notified to the said parties, tbi^ 
because the aaid William Caiton was unavcndablj abseot from the b^ 
City of Brages, the said parties hare been summoned before the said fttH 
chamber of the Sheriffs of Bmges, and have appeared. To whom hil 
been signified the arbitration and judgment by the said Arbitrators, wlddi 
was and is as follows ; that is to say — That the said Jeroneme Tento, fdr 
and in the name of the said Joquea Dorie, shall pay to the siud Sceplleer 
Daniel promptly and in current money the sum of ^'4 gross ; and that lbs 
said Jeroneme above-named nhall advance to the said Sherifi Daniel 
another ^4 gross, the said Scepheer Daniel, however, giving good iuretjr 
to the said Jeroneme that he will repay the said sum of ^4 gross whieh hs 
had advanced, within the first four voyages, in whatever country it may^ 
be, that Sherifi Daniel may malce with his vessel, that is to say, on eat' 
voyage £ I gross. Provided always, that in case the said Daniel shall u 
moke a voyage with his said ship within the nert six monthu, and that tha 
said Daniel, or bis sureties, shall be bound to pay and restore to th 
Jeroneme Vento (without the said Jeroneme agree to a postponement) tha 
other payments above-named. The observance of which judgment and 
arbitration by the said parties, and each of them, haa been decreed in tin 
said ful! chamber of Sheriffa of Bruges. 
Done the 12th of May, 1469. 



ISSUE ROLL OF THE EXCHEQUER. 

Under the date of " Easter. 19 Edward IV, I5tb Jane," is the fol- 
lowing; — 

To William Caxton. In money paid to his own handi in discharga 
of 20 I. for the Lord the King oommanded to lu paid to the name William 
for certaui causes and matters performed by him for the said Lord the I 
King. 

By writ of privy seal amongst the mandates of this term. 



^BllUKOAB] 



(/n Uie Talrs of SI. MarjartCt Church. WalmiiuUr.) 
Tglume of biennial Accounts of the Church wudens, kiulited bj the 
f Pkriebionen. Each Accoant Is written on a quire of parchment, 
[dcM In itself : the; vaiy coniiderably in nixe, but have been i»re(ully 
id in one Voliune, and are in beautifid condition. The period inaluded 
bla Volume it 1464 to I503. The contents consist of — Receipte of 

I Ktr Boriala, Obit*) &o.— Rents — Legacies and Gifts— Pay meats f»r 
tin — EUaiiee — Few-rsnta — Collectioiu — and other iteina. 

Oomp'us Thome Frampton A: Willi Stafford ctistod' bouni* & orna- 
itO»» ecdie p'ooliial' ux margnrete Weatm' vidol't a Jivij* die Uaij 
regia Edwardi quartt post conq'm AagV quarto vsiju' iiij dieoi 

II the List of Fees for Burial b— 

It" leo' de Oliver Cawstoii die sepult' p' iiij tapr' viij d " 

jDong the Miacellaneoua Receipts for 1476^ 

It" of a rewanie for a boke II * Chalea lent to tHr 

Ric'Wideujle «» d" 

.478- 
Here folowith Tbacoompt of John Wycam and of Nicholas Wolles- 
t Wardeios of the pansebe Churche of seynt margarete oE Wesbn' 
* from the vij" day of tbo moneth of may in the yere of our 
. god M* CCCO Ixxviij ■ " • viito the iviij"" day of may in 
yere of our lord god M'CCCCbix^t" • • * 
D the List of Fees far Burial in tbe Brst year- 
It' the day of buryiog of William Caxton for ij toruhia 

and iiij tapirs at a lowe Biasao xx d " 

"be amount paid does not appear large ; but in a very long list of 
ial fees there are only four equal in amount, the common rate of lees 
ig ij d, iiij d, or vj d. 

I4S0. 
Tie sama Account. In the List of Fees for Burial in the second year- 
It" the day of bureying of Jane large for ij tapers iiij d " 



^he Audit at the end of Che same Account is as follows : — 
'The whiche gome of ixiij IL xs vd ob. q* tbe foraaido 
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haae paid and delyned in the fulle Audits vnto wiUiom Ganud and 
WiDisin Hachet their Suoceasoura togeder w' the treaouree of and in the 
chirehe aforeneid tn them delyued in the begjnnjng of this accompte 
* • in the presence of John Randolf aquyer Kichard Vmtrey gen- 
tilman Thomas Burgejs John Kemiall notary William Caiton " • 
with other paryBhyna " • ■ 

Jn this Account among the Burial Feen for the first year— 
" Item atte Burejng of Mawde Casaton for torches and tapres 

iij B ijd '■ 
In the second year — 

" Item atte Bureying of WiBiam Caxton for iiij torcbea vj 9 viij d " 

" Item for the belle atte eame bureyug vj d " 

Here we remark again that in both these cases the fees paid are con- 
siderably larger than usual. 

In the Accounts fur 1496-3 among the Legacies, and their produce — 
" It" receyued by the handea of William Ryolle for ooae 
of thoo printed bokea that were bequothen to the 
Churche behove by William Caxaton vj s viijd " 

" It" receyued by the handes of the eaid William for a 

nother of the same printed Bokos called a legend vj a iii j d " 

" It" by tlie hands of the parisshe preat for a nother of the 

same legendes vj « viij d " 

At the end of the Account — 

"Memorand' there remayneth in store to the said Chirnh " 
"If in bokea called legendes of the bequest of William 

Caxton xiij " 

Among the Payments at the end of the same Account — 
" It" pajde for a supper gevyn vnto the Auditours herynge 
and detennenyng tbia accompt and to the newe Cbirch- 
wardeyns as it hath ben vsed and accustumed here 
tofore i»»" 

In the Accounts for 149S-1500 — 

" The Receites of Bookea called Legendes in the Grat yere of thli 
accompte " — 

" Fyrst Receyued of John Crosse for a prainted legende v a vUj d " 

" Item Beoeiued for a notber legende sold in Westmynster 

" Item Receined of Willm geyfe for a notber of the lune 

legendea v b viij d " 

" It" receiued of the said Willm Geyfe for a notber Legende v s viij d " 
" It«)n R of Walter Marten fur a notber legende v • ij d ~ 
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I the Bwood year of the sutae acisiunt — 

Item R. of William Geiffe for ij Ugendes printtd 

If R of Dviiell itforgE for a, printed legende v a id" 

ttem K of William GeiSe far a printed legends v > " 

Memorand' Iher remayneth in store to the nkiile chirch ■■ • • • 

[t* in bakes called Legendea of the bequest of William CartDD lij " 

L the Aocoonta for 1500-2 there are not entered any satd of 

igendefl." 

rher remapieth in store to the saiiie chirohe." * > * 

Iteni a pimted legende booke of the bequeete of Will'm Caxton." 

tST. MARGARET'S RECORDS. 
D OF OUR LADY ; WARDENS' ACCOUNTS. 
{In the VtHry of St. Margaret's Churrh, Watmiiuler.) 

Volume of triennial Accounts of the Fratemitj of our Biassed Lady 
imption, beautifully written on Tellum, and in excellent preservation, 
icladea the period between 1474 and 1522, and is of very great interest 
luitrating the customs of that period. The earlier as well as the later 
imea are not known to exist. The foUowing are the principal headinga 
IB various Acoonnta: — Arrears of Members — Rents received — Bequeata 
Gifts — Receipts for Obits of Members — Fees of new Members — Renta 
— Payments of Salaries — Wages — Annuities to Almsmen and Women 
louse-repairs — Wax Candles, and other expenses, for the Stirine of our 
y in St. Margaret's Church — and Miscellaneous expenses. 

(24th June, 1474, to 34tl] June, 1477.) 
he firat Acooont la headed — 

This is Chaccompte of maister William Thirleby heniy marble gentilman 
Jamea Fjtt maistres or Wardeyns chosen of the Frat'Bte or gyldo 0/ 
I blessed lady seint mary the virgyn w'in the p'issh chirch of seint 
'gaiet of the towns of Wostm in the shire of midd' founded, that is to 
from the feat of Natiuite of seint John Baptist in the jero of y" rcigne 
Ljng Edward the iiij'* after the conquest xiiij vnto the said (est of the 
iuite of seint John the xvij" yere of the reigne of the same kyng by 
•e hole yerea aa it p'ticnlerlj appiereth in p'cellez here folowjng that is 



Tnder Payments of Rent in the same Account — 

Also the said late maistres charge themsilf w' a certeyn quite re 

John Randolff of london mercer for a licence of Fre entre of c 



L. 
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in imd gaing out for hU tfuntea thurgb the g&te &nJ an Allej a 
lady Alley in the kjngies Strete of the towne of weatm'." 

In the Bune Account, under " theatre of diiles p'aonea of Dew to the i^ 
bat'nite " is " Juhn CaiHton 

Also among the PaymentB— 

"DiQers paymenCa by the said Ute maiatera for the said Fiatemlte 
* * ^ of the which tbay axe to be allowed in tbiH occompt/' 

" Of the money by tbem paid to (he wardeins uf the Croft of meToery of 
londoa for certain ((uite rent going out of the teH't in the p'i& 
Aldermarie Chiroheof loodon at v b by the yere." 

The Fraternity appear also to bave held tenements in Kiog Street, 
Weatminster, at Kenaington, and at Stroud. 

In the uune Account, after the payment of aix priests' ealariea^ 

" Coatea and p'celles allowed by the hole Brothsrhode toward tbexpences 

of the gefiall (eat in iij** yere of thia accompt" 

Tbeae "Coats and Parcels" occupy two full folio pages, and bace 

yielded the following jtems : — 

"Atonnofwyne vjli" 

" Fiude to John Drayton chief cok for hia reward utv s " 

" Aliio for the hire of uiiij doseyu of ertben pottes for ale 

ft wyne iiij«" 

"Alao for erthen potts broken t w^ted at the same fcst vij a viijd" 
" Atao to iiij playera for their labour lij s id " 

" Also to iij mynstrellea ii a id' 

" Alao for the mete of diHea of atrangers xvj ■ ' 

" Also for maabea ij H ilij d ' 

" Also for TJ doseyn of white cuppes ij a 

In addition to scares of "Capons, chekyna. gese, coayes, and peioues,' 
(pigeons), tho chief " cok " provided them with " awannya " and " beruna,'* 
with all sorts uE (ish, inclading oysters and " aee pranya," or prawol, witil 
all kinds of meats and gome, with jellies in " ix dosen gely dissheo," Mid 
with abundance of fruits. The quantity of ale, wine, and ypocraa provided 
by the butler is marveUoiia, and one cannot wonder at the heavy entriea 
" pottea and mippea broken, and wasted.'' The Cook aeema to have b 
paid much mure liberally than (he Wardens, who bad but xzx ■ betw 
them "for their dllligence." 

In the Accounts for 1490-3 a 
known as "The Uaidenhead," 
Wolslaple." 
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AIko, under payment of Rent^ 

" For s certajn Quit rant paid out of a litBll teBt in the wolatapl 

lir of the staple at iid by theyere." 

" Also for a certain Quit rent paid out of tbe Reota in 

Alderra'ay p'ieahe to John More Renter of the Meroeni 



From "Rymer'sFoedera." Folia Londiin. :7lo. Vol. XI. 536. 
(Tranblatioh.} 
CONCERNING THE OTtEATY OF BURGUNDY, 
rhe King to all whom it may concern, &0, Greeting. 

Be it knonm that 
rnasmnch as determinate arrangcmmtB cnnnrning the intercourse of 
cchandiBB between our Bubjectn and the Rubjecta of our well-beloved 
urin the Duke of Burgundy have in a sure form and mar 
orded and agreed to in timea past and since that time often renewed, 

We, 
Wishing on our part to hold good and observe mch wrangementu, 
1 being well assured of the faithfulnesa and discretion o£ our we!l- 
nved subjects Richard Whetehill, Knight, and William Caxton, 
)o make, ordain and constitute, by tbeae presents, tbe said Richard and 
Iliam our true and accredited Ambassadors, Agents, Nuncioa, kod 
eral Deputies ; 

living and Granting to our said Ambassadors, Agents, Nuncios, and 
|)aties, and to either of them, full power and authority and general aa 
1 as special cummnndroent to meet, to enter into treaty and to com- 
nicate with onr aforesaid Cousin or hia Ambasaadon. Agents, Nuncios, 
1 Deputies delegated with sufficient powers for this purpose by our 
I Cousin, coDceming and upon the continuation and renewal of the 
i^said Intercourae, oad, should oocaeiun require, to make and conclude 
I arrangements, 
Ind to do and exercise all and singular other deeds which may be fit 

'romiaing, in good faith and on our kingly word, always to hold as 
Eed, acceptable, and binding, all and any the Acts and Deeds of our 
1 Ambassadors, Agents, Kuncios, and Deputies, or either of them, as 
:«aaid, which may be done, performed, 01 done by procuration, in the 
going matters, or any portion thereof. 
iB witneaa our hand at Wycombe, this 20th day of October ( 1464J. 
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A SHEET OF PAPER IN THE NATIONAL RECORD OFFICB. 



Then 






" To tharche deacon of ■WiiBtm' that nows u and for the tjme sbnlbb 
We, Richard FitzJames, Almoner and Counsaillor unto oitce «ouvei 
lord the King, and Richard Hatton, chnpluyne aod counftaillor vnto 
said aouverain lord, greting in our Lord God enerlaating. And whereu 
we, the said Richard and Richard, were appoynted, lymjtted and aaai 
fay our said Bouverain lord and the lordes of his moat noble couiuaill to 
examine, detennyne and paoifie a certain variaunce depending betven« 
Grerard Croppe of WeBtiuiuBter, taillour, of the oone partie, and Elini- 
bath, the doughter of WiUiftm Caiton, wif to the said Gerard, of ths othre 
partie ; We, the vij" daje of May, the x]"' yere of out said bout 
lord, had the eaid parties before ua in the Kingea Chapell within hi* 
palois of Weatmineter at this appojntement and conclusion by tlieire both 
aeaentea and ^grementes :— That noon of theim, ne any othre for theim, 
■hall froinhenaforth veie, ene or trouble othre for any maner matier or 
cause theim concernying for matrimony betwix theim before bad; and 
every of theim to lyve sole from othre, except that the said Gerard shall 
mawe fynde the meanea to have the love and favour of the aeid Elizabeth. 
For thaccomplisshment of nhich aggreroeot eithre of theim of their owne 
voluut&rie willea bound theim self unto us by their faithee and troothea, 
and never to varie from their said promyaea. And therupon the aaid 
Gerard to have of the bequest of William Caiton, the fadre of the aaid 
Elliftbeth, ix'i prynted legendea at xiij s iiij d a legend. And the said 
Gerard to delyver a generall acquitannce unto thejteoutour* of William 
CaiitoD, her said fadre, for their discharge in that behalf. And besides 
thies premiBsea both the said parties were aggreed before UB In he bound, 
ecbe to othre, in G.U. by their dedea obligatorie with the condicions above 
wreten to performe alle the premissea. In witteneaae whereof I, the said 
Richard FitzJames,'have to thies preseutea sette the aeale of myn office. 
And I, the aaid Richard Hatton, have aetto my seal, and eithre of ua 
anbacribed oar names with cure owne bandes, the ix" daie of May the xj" 
yere of the reigne of our said aouverain Lord" 
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A 

DESCRIPTION OF BOOKS PRINTED 

IN 

TYPE No. I. 



EXPLANATION OF TERMS. 



5n, or QuiNTERNiON, means a section of five sheets folded together in half 

= lo leaves =20 pages. 
4n, or Quaternion =8 leaves = 16 pages. (See p. 132). 
3n, or TsBNiON— 6 leaves— 12 pages. 
Reoto is the right-hand page of an open book. 
Vebso is the reverse, or the left-hand page. 
A DiREOTOB is the name given to the small letter placed where the 

Illuminator was intended to paint in a large initial. 



LIST OF BOOKS IN TYPE No. i. 



1. The Recuyell of the Histories of Troye . 1474* 

2. Le Recueil des Histoires de Troyes . . . 1476 ? 

3. The Game and Play of the Chess Moralised . . 1475-76? 

4. Les fais et prouesses du noble et vaillant Chevalier Jason . 147- ? 

5. Meditacions sur les Sept Pseaulmes penitenciaulx . 1478? 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE No. i. 



No. I. — ^Thb Kscuyell of the Histories of Trot. Translated 
1469-71. Fclio, Without Place or Dale. (1474?). 

Collation. — Book I has fourteen 5"" and one 4" = 148 leaves, 
of wbicli ihe first is blank. Book II has nine 5™, one 4", and 
one 3" = 1 04 leaves. Book III has ten 5" = 1 00 leaves. Total 
351 printed leaves and one blank. 

Ttpographical PARTicuLABa — ^Tjpe No. I only. lines of 
very uneven length ; full lines measuie 5 inches, but vary in 
different parts from 4f to 5J; inchea 31 lines to a full page. 
Without signatures, catchwords, or numeraLs. Space is left, 
with a director, for 3 to 7-line initials. As may be seen by the 
collation, each book begins a fresh gathering, probably for the* 
convenience of binding in three separate volumes. 

(Commencing the work with a blank leaf, Caxton's preface 
follows, printed in red ink, and occupying the second recto. 

The Text begins thus : — 

d^re tegsnnrti^ t^e bulume tntttuleli an) nameli 
% t^e tmtsell of t^e ^icdotses of Ctope/ amiposeli 

an) Iftatont out of lisunte iooto of latsn m 
to fxtM^t is t^e rsB^t bntrra&le persume anil toot^ 
s^tpfuU man • Hooul le ffeitte . prrest anil d^opelasn 
bnto ^e rsg|t noile glotsotts anil m^g^tg prpnce in 
l|t0 tgme 94elt9 liuc of ISourgo^ne of ^ra&anli fct 
%n t^e srte of t^e Si^^ntadon of our lorli goli a t^ou^ 
0an1i foure |on1irt1i %ists snii fbure / flnli tramAatfli 
anil lirobint out of fxtnsH^ in to ntgUssi^e is imillsam 
OTaxton mtrtrr of s^ H^tt of ILonlion / at t^e (omaulirmrt 
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o£ rtte tigiit ttBt msfltils an* ijrrtuDusc ^CBtircssf Is* 
rrtoiitii)^ (alls - iJaargarm 6b lijr gtacr of gob . J^ 
rijfSBt of JBourgognf of aotrefe of iiraban^i &-c/ 
3^tiri)r sayD iranslacion aria torrfec toas iirgonne in 
Utugis in t^c Countrc of jTlaiinlirfs tfjf fjirst iraj of 
marffir Hje y^rc of tl)c ^fncacnarian of out sait lort goti 
a tjousairt foutf tjonifrt siitB an! rggttf / ^nfi rntirt 
ani fgnBS0})j5j in ttir J)cl5 igtE of ttTolfn 11)£ . lii . liaij of 
Beptrmbrc tiir Bcrr of our sapli lort got a ttousani 
fourf ftoirtrrti siitg mt rltum &t. 

9n1) on ttat otfieu sitic of tijts Ircf fololortf) 1|)e ptologe 

Caxton's Prologue begins on the verso of the same leaf, with 
space for a 4-line initial W. 

i^an S rnnrmfiie ttiat tuns n^^n <s tounlim 

The first book commencca on the fifth recto, with space for a 
7-linB initial W. The second begins on the 149th, and the 
third on the iSjrd recto, the whole ending with some Latin 
rhymes on the SSand recto, the verso being blank. 

Bbuaiikb.— No one speaking the English language can look 
at this patriarchal volume with indifference. Here, for the first 
time, our forefathers saw tbeir language in print ; and, could 
our intereat in any way have been heightened, it would have 
been by knowing it to have been printed in our own instead of 
a foreign land. The history of its origin is shortly this. In 
the original French it was a favourite novel of the English and 
Burgundian courtiers, for, although nominally an account of 
the Trojan wars, it is really a series of love-scenes mised with 
mythology and knight-errantry. The manuscript translation 
made by Caxton for the Duchess of Burgundy, whose court 
was at Bruges, having excibul great interest, a deninnd arose 
for copies quicker than Caxton could supply them. The print- 
ing-press having been just established in that city by Colaid 
Mansion, Caxton, whose thoughts were now homewards, deter- 
mined to use it as a means of multiplying his translation, and 
of learning at the same time a new trade which would support 
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him on his retam to England. This he did at a great charge 
and expense, and then, having procured a new fount of types 
and all the necessary material, came over to England and erected 
his press at Westminster. 

Fortunately this work cannot he reckoned among the rarities 
of Caxton's press, as there are copies in the British Museum, 
Sion College, College of Physicians, London, at Oxford, Cam- 
bridge, Paris, and fourteen other libraries. The Duke of Devon- 
shire gave ;^io6o io«. for a copy in 181 2, the same copy having 
been purchased by the Duke of Roxburgh a few years previously 
for jCS^' 

No. 2. — Lb Rbcubil dbs Histoirbs db Troybs. Compose en 
Van de grace 1464. Folio. Wiihoid Printei^a Name^ 
Place, or Date. (1476?) 

Collation. — Book I, twelve 5"*= 120 leaves, of which the 
first and last are blank. Book 11, eight 5" and one 3"= Z6 
leaves. Book III, eight 5°*=8o leaves. Total, 284 printed 
and two blank leaves. 

Typographical Particulars. — Type No. i only is used. 
The lines for the greater part are spaced out to one length, 
being more even in this particular than the two English books 
in this type. A full page has 31 lines, without signatures, 
numerals, headlines, or catchwords. A space two to four lines 
in depth has been left at the commencement of each chapter 
for the insertion of an illuminated initial, a director being 
sometimes inserted. 

The Text, 31 lines to a page, which is divided into three 
books, begins thus on the second recto, after a blank leaf : — 

dtli (ommntce \t bolume ^xAxXvXt \t tenteil lre0 it^totre^ 
lie trosesK dttm^wt par benrra&Ie fiomme tooul \z tmxt 
presKtte d^appellain Ire nuin tresKlrou&te ^etgnetir mon^eu' 
gnetir le Bue ^fielippe Ire tourgoingne (&n Ian Ire gtoee* 
mil • eeee . Ixttit . : * 

and ends on the 286th verso. 

antipfro' le roa e^tori' le tog prottenor et le toa oitome^* 

• : • ^XTjXitiX • : • 
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Reuabks. — The Listory of the Trojan War, a favonrite 
Bubjeot for Beveral centuries with European, writers, was the 
foundation of numeroua romancea. Of these the chief were 
the apocryphal history by Dares Phrygius, a Trojan priest, 
celebrated by Homer ; the account of the same war by tUctys 
Ctetensia, a aupposititioua historian; and the History of the 
Siege of Troy by Guide of Colonna, a native of Messina in 
Sicily, who wrote in the thirteenth century. The rise of these 
histories, their growth under the editorial care of eucceaaive 
scribes, the incorporation of incidents from other romances, and 
their finsil development in the compilation of " Le Recueii des 
Eistoires de Troye," form a curious nnd typical example of this 
class of literature. According to the unanimous testimony of 
all printed editions and nil manuscripts of the complete work, 
"Le Keeueil" was the composition of Raoul Lefevre, chaplain 
and secretary to Philippe le Bon, Duke of Burgundy : but in a 
manuscript copy of this work in the National Library, Paris, 
the first two books are attributed to GuiUaume Fillaatre. And 
this is remarkable — that Lefevre succeeded Fillastre (who was 
ft voluminous author) in the office of secretary to the duke. 
Probably, finding hia predecessor's history unfinished, he took 
it up, and, after adding Book III, issued the whole under his 
own name. In that age a similar course was by no means 
uncommon, nor was it an infringement of any recognised 
literary right ; we can hardly, therefore, with M. Paris, call it 
(even if true) "une grande fraude literaire." On the other 
hand, several copies were issued with the name of Lefevre 
■while Fillastre was yet living, and Caxton, who was contem- 
porary with both writers, ascribes the whole work to I>efevre. 
Nor is there any noticeable variation in style between the two 
portions, as might be expected if composed by two authors; 
indeed the style of " Le Reeueil " is the same aa that of " Lea 
faia du Jason," an acknowledged work of Lefevre. 

Steevens asserts that Shakspere derived the greater portion 
of hia materials for the play of "Troilus and Cressida" from 
Lydgate's metricarcom position, " The last Destruction of Troy;" 
but Douce, in liis " Illustrations," is far nearer the truth in 
tracing the incidents employed by oui great poet to CaxUm'e 
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n of " Le Kecueil des Histoires de Troje." The latter 
, and frequently reprinted in the i6th and lylh 
centuries, long after Ljdgata's' laboured metre had becoma uiU- 
qnatfid. 

There is a perfect copy in tLe British Museum, besides a 
large fragment. The National Library, Paris, has a copy, and 
four others are in private libraries. A fragment of eight leaves 
waa purchased sotne years ago by a bookseller, and made into 
tour thick volumes, each volume having two printed leaves 
with a hundred blank leaves on each side. These were all 
disposed of as specimens to lie open in the show-cases of 



Ko. 3. — The Gaiie and Flat of the Chbbs Mohausbd. 
{Trandale-l 1475) First £ditim. Folio. Without 
Printer's Name, Place, or Date. (1475-76 1) 

CoLi-ATiON. — Eight 4°* and one 5'=74 leaves, of whidi the 
1st and 74th are blank. 

TTPOGitiPHiCAr, Pabticolabb. — Only one tjpo, No. i, is 
used throughout the work. The lines are not spaced out; 
the longest measure 5 inches; a full page has 31 Itnca. With- 
out title-page, signatures, numerals, or catchwords. 

The volume commences with a blank loaf, and on the second 
recto is Gaxton's prologue, space being left for a 2-line initial, 
without director. 

The Text begins thus : — 

© lilF rigfit nofilf/ riatlt firrllrnt \' brrtuoue srintf 
©forgf true of «Tlavriuc iFrl of laaartojift an!) of 
BaltsfiurBF/ grrtc rijamtrrhum of Vriiglontr &' irutrnant 
of SirEloni oUrst firoicr of feynge «?liluiiil) lig Hje grace 
of BoS fesnge of tffnglanti aiiti of fraucc / jour most 
Imm&lE struant toiUiain (Caiion amonge ofljrt of sour 
Htniantes ficnirs unto pob) ptas . liclttE . 3io)it ani tiirto= 
cjE bgon Bout yPnrmgts / iiiaiit Ijiglie pugssant anti 

The Text ends on the 73rd recto, 

ana stntiE joto tt)actomj!lisst(rment of gour tlBE nofilE 
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3[0Btius anil bcttuouB tirsirs ainen :/: dFenssBtft tj« 
last liag of marrtiE tfir ptt of tuit lortr goTi . a . riiouisanlr 
foure fjon^eti anli Iiiiiii. -.:.:.■. 

The 74tli leaf is blank. 

Remarks. — " Fynysahid the last day of Marche the yer of 
oiire lord god a thoiiaand foure honderd and Ixxiiii." The word 
"fynysshed" has doubtless the same signification here as in 
the epilogue to the second 'book of Caxton'a translation of the 
Histories of Troy, "begonne in Brugia, contyuued in Gaunt, 
and jinyaehed in Coleyn," which evidently refers to the trans- 
lation only. The date, 1475-76, has been affixed, because iu 
the Low Countries at that time the year commenced on Easter- 
liay; this in 1474 fell on April loth, thus giving, as the day 
of the conclusion of the translation, 3i8t March, 1475, the 
same year being the earliest possible period of its appearance 
as a printed book. 

The literary history of the "Game and Play of the Chess" 
does not appear to have hitherto received that attention which 
is its dua Before 1285, jEgidius Colonna bad composed his 
renowned work entitled " De regimine principum," which treats 
of self-government, domestic government, and national govern- 
ment. The " Liber de ludo Scachorum " of J, de Ceasolis 
appears to have been based upon this work, its chief originality 
being the representation of the several stations aud duties of 
life by the pieces used in chess. About the middle of the 
fifteenth century two distinct French versions were made. The 
earlier was probably that by Jean Faron, in 1347, who trans- 
lated it literally from the original Latin. About the same time 
appeared the favourite and standard work of Jehan de Vignay, 
who took great liberties with the text, and added many stories 
and fables. Both these men were of the order of Preaching 
Friars, and seem to have worked quite independently of one 
another. Caxton's edition was principally from the version of 
Jehan de Vignay, to whom he gives the title of " an excellent 
Doctor of Divinity, of the Order of the Hospital of St. John's 
of Jerusalem," which is remarkable, as in his preface Jean de 
Vignay styles himself "hospitaller de I'ordre de haut pas,' 
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i^e is GO termed in all the manuscripts. On companBg the 
Xnglish and tbe two French vereions, it is evident that Caxtoa 
mnst have been well acquainted ivith both. His prologue 
addressed to the Dnke of Clarence contains, noniims mutatis, 
the whole of Jean de Vignay's dedication to Prince Jolm of 
France; while Chapters I and III are taken entirely from the 
translation of Jean Faron. The remainder of the book is from 
the version of Jehon de Vignay, with one or two special inaer- 
tiona evidently from the pen of Cazton himself. 

To show the curious way in which Caston adopted and 
adapted while translating, the dedication to the Duke of Clarence, 
bitherto considered aa his own composition, is here ^ven side 
by side with its French original. 



"aiton's Prologdb to 
Gamb and Plat oi 

Chbhs." 



"The 



CO the right noble / right 
ixcellent & vortuoua prince 
leorge due of Clarence Erie 
if warwjk and of / salisburye / 
;rete chamberlayn of Eng- 
and & leutenant of Ireloud 
Idest broder of kynge Ed- 
rard by the grace of god 
yngo of England and of 
raiice / your most humble 
eruant william Caxton a- 
longe other of your seniantes 
indea vnto yow peas, helthe. 
aye and victoiye vpon your 
'jiemyes/ Right highe puys- 
int and redoubted prynce / 
or as moche as I haue vn- 
&ist«uid and knowe / that ye 
■e onclined vnto the comyn 
ele of the kynge oui eaid 



I'boloqdk of Jean de Viq- 
jfAT ro HiB Fbbnch tbass- 

LATION (a.D. 1360) O? THS 

" LcDua Saccoruu " of J. 

DE CESSOLIii. 

A Tres noble & excellent 
prince J eh an de fiance 
due de normendie & auisne 
filz de philips par la grace de 
dieu Eoy de franco . Frere 
Jehan de vignay vostre petit 
Eeligieux entre les autrea de 
vostre seignoire / pais Bante 
Joie & victoire aur voa en- 
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saneryn lord . his nobles lonles 
and comyn peple of his noble 
Toyame of Englond/and that 
ye sawe gladly the Inbabitana 
of the same eufonaed in good . 
■vertuous . pronffl table and 
honeate manners . Jn whiche 
your noble persone wyth 
guydyng of your howa ha- 
Imundeth / gyuyng light and 
ensaniple vnto all other/ 
Therfore I baua put me in 
deuour to translate a lityll 
book late comen in to myn 
handoB out of frensh in to 
englisfihe / Jn which I fynde 
thauctoritea . dicteea , and ato- 
nes of aimcient Doctoura phi- 
losophea poetea and of other 
wyse men whiche been re- 
counted & applied vnto the 
moralite of the publique wele 
as well of the noblea aa of the 
comyn peple after the game 
and playe of the cheese/ 
whiche booke right puyasant 
and redoubtid lord I haue 
made in tlie name and vnder 
the ahfldewe of your noble 
protection / not preaumyng to 
correcte or empoigne ony 
thynge ayenat your noblesse/ 
For god be thankyd your 
excellent renome shyneth as 
well in strange regions as 
with in the royame of england 
gloriously vnto your honour 
and lande/ whiche god mul- 



nemia . Treschier & redoubte 
aeign'/ pour ce que Jay en- 
tendu et scay que vons veez 
& onei volentifirs choses pro- 
fhtables & honestes et qui 
tendent alinforraacion de bon- 
nea meurs ay Je niia vn petit 
liuiet de latin en francois la. 
quel niest venuz a la main 
nouuellement / ou quel plus- 
sieura auctoritez et dis de 
docteurs & de philoaophes & 
de poetes & dea ancieua sages/ 
sont Hacontez & sont appli- 
quiez a la moralite dea noTdes 
hommes et des gens de penple 
selon le gieu dea eachez le 
quel liure Tres puissant et 
tres redoubte seigneur jay tait 
on Horn & soubz vmbre de 
Toiia pour laquolle choee 
treschi seign' Je vous auppU 
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tetj^je and encrece But to 
ihentent that other of what 
estate or degre he or they 
stande in . may see in this 
sayd lityll book/yf they 
gonemed them self as they 
ought to doo / wherf or my 
right dere redoubted lord I 
requyre & supplye your good 
grace not to desdaygne to 
resseyue this lityll sayd book 
in gree and thanke/as well 
of me your humble and vn- 
knowen seruant as of a better 
and gretter man than I am/ 
For the right good wylle that 
I haue had to make this lityll 
werk in the best wyse I can/ 
ought to be reputed for the 
fayte and dede / And for more 
clerely to procede in this sayd 
book I haue ordeyned that 
the chapitres ben sette in the 
b^(ynnynge to thende that 
ye may see more playnly the 
mater wherof the book treteth 
&c. 

Before concluding this article we must give an interpolation 
of the text which has real interest as showing Caxton's feelings 
towards " men of law." The French author is regretting the 
conduct of some lawyers of Eome and Italy, and Caxton, with 
a natural burst of indignation, which suggests that personal 
experience had something to do with it, adds this : — 

** Alas I and in England what hurt do the advocates, men of 
law, and attorneys of court to the common people of the 
royaume, as well in the spiritual law as in the temporal : how 
turn they the law and statutes at their pleasure ; how eat they 
the people, how impoverish they the community. I suppose 

M 



& requier de bonne voulente 
de cuer que il vo^ daigne 
plaire a receuoir ce liure en 
gre aussi bien que de vn 
greign' maistre de moy/car 
la tres bonne voulente que 
Jay de mielx faire se je pouoie 
me doit estre reputee pour le 
fait/£t po' plus clerement 
proceder en ceste ouure/Jay 
ordene que les chappitres du 
liure soient escrips & mis au 
commencement afin de veoir 
plus plainement la matiere de 
quoy le dit liure p'ole. 
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that in all Cbristendom are not 80 many pleaders, attorneys, 
and men of the law as be in England only, for if they were 
numbered all that long to the courts of the Chancery, King's 
Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, Receipt and Hall, and the 
bag-bearers of the same, it should amount to a great multitude. 
And how all these live and of whom, if it should be uttered 
and told it should not be believed. For they entend to their 
singular weal and profit and not to the common." 

There are ten copies known of this book, of which two are 
in the British Museum, one at Oxford, one at Cambridge, and 
six in private libraries. 



No. 4. — Lbs fais bt proubssbs du noblb bt vaillant 
Chbvalibr Jason. Folio. WiOund Printer^s Name, 
Place, or Date. (147- ?) 

Collation. — Sixteen 4"* and one 3"= 134 leaves, of which 
the first and last two leaves are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^There is no title-page nor 
colophon. The type used is No. i only. The great majority 
of the lines are fully spaced out, agreeing in this respect more 
with the French editions of " Le Kecueil " and the " Psaulmes " 
than the English "Recuyell" and the "Chess Book." FuU 
lines measure 5 and 5-^ inches ; 3 1 lines to a page. Without 
signatures, numerals, head-lines, or catchwords. 

A blank leaf commences the book ; at the head of the suc- 
ceeding recto, with space for a 4-line initial, and with a director, 
the Text begins thus : — 

I SI gallee Ire mon engm flotant tta pm long 

tetnp0 m la partdnlinit lied xan^ W flmtnx^ 

anctenned f^i^toiu^ arn^t comme St boulxiU m^ 

net mon espertt m port tie repos / 0ouliamement 

0apparu au pre^ lie mos bne nef eontiuttte par bng j^omme 

The Text ends on the verso of the 31st printed leaf : — 

ant a mon tietiant W tre^relrottlite 0etgnetir / iil^t atottjs eeulx 
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ui It tontenu it a pirsmi bolumr liront . ou orront Hit . 
uil Uur vlsm "Ot orart ciruerr aulant qur mon (ittit rt ru 
r rngin na srru tourf)tcc nc pni tompctnlice &~c * : . 
(Fiplitit 

Bbvarks. — All the books pTinteil with these types are traceJ 
I Mansion, either alone or assisted by Caxton. In this work 
iJ the " MeJitacione," the even length of the lines proves 
lem to be later productions than those in which the lines are 
ore uneven ; and this is plain evidence that if these two 
orks were printed by Mansion (as doubtless they were) it 
lUst have been after 1478, the year in which he adopted the 
laa of even lines ; but if we attribute them to Caston, we 
.oEt suppose I'lni to have forsaken his own establishment at 
te Red-pale, in or after the year 1480 (being the period when 
B first adopted the practice of making his lines of an even 
ogth) for the purpose of printing abroad what he had every 
icility for printing at home. 

The existence of this edition was first made known in 
ngland by a letter from M. Van Praet to Dr. Dibdin, who 
mt an account of it to the "Gentleman's Magadne" for July, 
!tz. 

Only three copies of this scarce book have been aa yet 
iscovered. A magnificent one is at Eton College ; another 

in the National Library, Paris, which, when purchased in 
3o8, was bound up with "Le Quadrilogue," a work printed 
f Colard Mansion, in 1478; and a third is in the Library of 
le Arsenal, Paris. 

'O, 5. — MbDITACTONS stir lbs SkPT PbKADLMBS PaNlTKN- 

CiAnuc. Folio. WitiiotU Printer's Name, Place, or 
Dale. (1478 J) 
Collation. — Three 4"" and one 5" = 34 leaves, of which 
le last only is blank. 
Ttpoohaphical PAJiTictiLARa. — There is no title-page. The 
aly type used is Ho. i. The lines are for the most part fully 
paced out, though now and then there is a deficiency in this 
»pect, which only occurs, however, on the verso of the folios, 
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the recto throughout being fully spaced. This peculiarity is 
observable to a greater or less extent in all the French books 
printed in this type. The full lines measure 5 inches, and 51 
lines make a full page. There are no signatures, folios, not 
catchwords. 

In all typographical particulars this work agrees with the 
French edition of "Jason," already described, and there ia 
little doubt was printed by Colard Mansion at Bruges, about 
1478. 

The Text begins on the first recto, — 

a. brape penitanrc tat romme aufunt fsrftitUf 

1 pat laquelle lominE pEcIjfur qui srlon la parainlf 

'bt Ituiiansillf bcsffnlg tE 3ii«iisalnn m JitJfrico 

monta tiF rccfjicf ic 3i)ctiro en ^fietiisaUm / cfst abision lir 

And ends on the 33rd verso, with a full page, followed by a 
blank leaf, — 

fiultarion ■&? IffBSi rBptritwEUe / ■puis rncnreB ail tc plaist 
me ionnr quf par n scptrnuaice tifs pscaulmrs he pmittn- 
ce irsiiiirl; roiTrsponlrnit am Btpt affcrtf tr lommE prins 
pour Irs srpt iiEgret ^ie lESct'Ellf Iie pmilEncE %t puissc mfii 
trr ft paruEnit atoj? rn ctlfE tant Blorirusc ciK fte 3fietuBa= 
Icm en (ai^urllE tii tabitrs t\ %t offcir auec Irs sains tt te= 
neurcf \t Barriftr e Ije loEngc sans fin / : ^M*&£i 

HEMABK3.— This work is a translation from the original 
Latin of Cardinal Pierre d'Ailly, entitled " Meditaciones Circa 
Septem PsalmoB Penitontiales." It was composed about the 
end of the fourteenth century, and translated shortly after 
into French, but by whom is uncertain, although from the 
Rtyle it is supposed by several of his biographers to have been 
from the pen of the Cardinal himself. It has been attributed 
to Antoine Belard, but on insufHcient grounds, as his version, 
printed at Lyons in 1543, was a much later production. Th« 
Cardinal was the author of at least 42 works, many of whidi 
are preserved in Harl, MS., No. 637 ; liut neither in the British 
Museum nor in the National Library, Paris, does there appear 
to be a MS. copy of this commentary on tlie Penitential ~ 
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Ibout 1483 the original Latin was printed nt Paris by AnL 
>ylaut, and another edition of German, isth cent, workman- 
ihip, but without Name, Place, or Date, is in the British 
Huseum. It was also reprinted at Strasbourg in 1490, and in 
he " Orthodoxographa," Basle, 1555. The Commentary on 
he Penitential Psatms printed by Wynken de Worde was 
nmpoaed hj Biahop Alcock, and has nothing in common with 

Pierre d'Ailly was bom of poor parents at Compii^e in 
350. Hia father, at the coat of many personal privations, pro- 
ured for him a sound elementary eduiiatiou, and at an early 
ge he obtained the appointment of Bursar in the celebrated 
yoUege of Navarre. He made himaelf master of the pbiloaophy 
nd Bcience of hia age, studying especially metaphysics and 
stronomy. "When only twenty-five he was accounted the 
ireatest scholar and most skilful debater of the time. In 1380 
he University of Paris conferred upon him tlie degree of Doctor, 
nd in the following year he delivered his famous oration upon 
be healing of the Fapol schiam which at that time woe disturb- 
og all Christendom. This procured for him the benefice of 
foyon, which ho held till 1384. He was then recalled to Paris 
o be Grand Master of the College of Navarre, where only twelve 
ears before he had studied as a p«piL At this period his fame 
roB greatly increased by hia successful pleadings before Pope 
^ment VII. against the new-fangled doctrine of the Immaculate 
/onception of the Virgin Mary. In 1389 he became Chancellor 
f the University of Paris, as well as Confessor ajid Almoner 
the young king Charles VI. Already well versed in Church 
lolitics, he now became initiated in Court mysteries, and by a 
lappy mixture of wisdom, wit, and polished maimers, greatly 
ncreased his fame and power. In 1394 the Canona of La 
lainte Chapclle having become very neglectful of their duties, 
le was appointed Treasurer, and soon initiated acme sweeping 
eforma. Two yeara later he was consecrated Biahop of Cambray, 
fhere his firmness and prudence in the moat trying circum- 
tancBs exercised the most happy influence on his Diocese. Hia 
avouis and patronage were conferred on those most worthy by 
b^^roety, zeal, and abOities to receive them, and especially 
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3 to avoid even the appearance of simony, t" 
141 1 he was chosen Cardinal, and it was about this time tV 
ho pablished the " Meditationea " upon which this article is 
founded. He distinguished hiniaelf at the Councils of Pisa Find 
Constance, and was President of the Session at which Jolm 
Hubs was condemned to bo burnt. He died in 1420 at thfl 
height of his fame. 

The only Existinb Copt at present known was discovered 
in the General Library of the British Museum, in 1841, 
Mr. J. Winter Jones, bound up with "Lea Quatre Derrenicrea 
Choses." It is perfeef, in an excellent state of preservation, 
clean, and free from all disfigurements. It has the final blank 
leaf, the verso of which is covered with quotations in the 
handwriting of the fifteenth centnry. These quotations are 
extended over the first recto (which is also a blank) of the 
book mentioned above as being bound up with it, proving 
that they were bound together soon after printing. For an 
article on both works, from the pen of Mr. Jones, see " Archao- 
logia," vol xsxi, page 412. 
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No. 6. — Lbs quatrb derrenibres choses advbnir. Folio, 
Without Printer^s Name, Date, or Place. (1476 ?) 

Collation. — Nine 4°*= 72 leaves, of which the first only is 
blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — Type No. 2 only is used. 
The lines are of very irregular length, 28 to a page. Without 
signatures, folios, or catchwords. Commencing with a blank 
leaf, the table follows on the second recto, the first three lines 
being in red ink. 

The Text begins : — 

itte fxt^tnt ttaittit mt iiuwe m patre pattieij principa 
Ie0 : Mt^(iutlU» cfiaiEtntne conttettt ttm mttt^ lEtmgtilt / 
red vwctm m la fourme pi ^tnmit : 

and ends on 72nd verso : — 

quilf voutntmtnt aux cfiodeiJ ierreniered / iont la frepete 
memotre tt xttntbamn HapeUe ^sm pecfite^ a ntl])e aux ber 
tujs rt confetme m inunt^ oniures / par pog on paruient a 
la filoire rtemrtle :amen 

Explicit liitt ie 

patuor iflout00tmt£( 

An important typographical peculiarity in this work is the 
mode in which the printer has employed red ink for the title- 
lines of chapters. The modus operandi and how the red ink 
overlies the black, is explained at p. 52, ante. This curious 
and primitive practice is not seen in any books except that 
under notice, and those printed by Colard Mansion of Bruges. 
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Another typographical characteriatic which intimately connects 
this book with those printed in Type No. i is the existence of 
two small holes on the outer margin of each leaf, made by 
pointB in use hy the pressman. These, it should be noticed, 
occur in all the works for which type No. i was uaed, but 
none, except the present, printed with type No. z, aor indeed 
in any English printed books. Again, we find among the un- 
doubted first issues of the press at Westminster that the books 
in folio, such as "The Life of Jason," "Dictes," "Canterbury 
Tales," "Cordyale," &c, have all 29 lines to the page, while 
" Les quatre derrenieres chosea " has but 28, On taking, how- 
ever, the actual measurement, it will be seen that the depth of 
the page la exactly the same as in the type No. i books. EtI- 
dence has been already produced to show that the five books in 
type No. I were printed iu Bruges by Colard Mansion alone, or 
assisted by Caxton ; and to the same source we have no hesita- 
tion in ascribing "Les quatre derrenieres choses." 

Kbharks. — The title, " De quatuor noviasimia," was applied 
to many religious treatises of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries ; and so many Latin manuacripta of distinct works 
have come down to us that it ia difficult to distinguish between 
them : nor were the early printed editions less numerous, Hain, 
in his " Repertorium Bibliographicum," giving the titles of 
twenty-one editions printed in the fifteenth century. They all 
agree, however, in one particular, viz. — that no copy gives the 
name of its author. The Latin original of one work on this 
subject is attributed to " Denis de Leewis, natif de Rikel," who 
died in 1471 : it was printed at Antwerp about 14S6. But 
the authorship of this particular version is given to Gerardus ^ 
Vliedenhoven, and Mr. Holtrop gives on account of three printed 
editions. There is a fourth in the University Library, Cam- 
bridge, besides which there are four Dutch editions. Early 
French anonymous versions wore alao very numeroua, and it is 
fortunate that a manuscript in the Royal Library, Brussels, has 
preserved the name of the author to whom wo are indebted for 
the present translation. It bears the following colophon : " Cy 
fine le traittie des quatre demieres choses, tranalatd de ktin en 
francoie par Jo. Mielot I'an de grace mil ccoc liy." 
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Philippe 1q Bon, as ia well known, maintained many secK- 
taries for the purpose of adding to the treaaures of his library 
by translations, colUtionB, commentoriea, &c. In this wny 
were employed Guy d' Angers, David Aubert, de Iloadin, Drotn 
Dncret, de Dijon, and others. Tliey brought into use that 
pecnliar style of writing termed " gtosae batarde," which, at tt 
later date, Colard Mansion took as a pattern for hia types. 
Among the duke's secretaries, one of the most indefatigable 
was Jean Mielot He united in himself the qualifications of 
author, translator, and scribe, as he lets us know in the manu- 
script, "Traite de vieillesae et de jeunosse," now in the Eoyal 
Lihrary, Copenhagen. 

The only Existing Copy known of this edition was dis- 
covered by Mr. J. Winter Jones, while ro- cataloguing a portion 
of the old royal library in the British Museum. It was bound 
in the same volume as the " Meditacioiis," already described at 
page 179, to which the reader ia referred for further particulars. 

No. 7. — The Histoby of Jason. Folio. Without Prinier'a 
NaitiK, Place, or Dale. (1477 1) 

Collation. — Eighteen 4" and one 3''=i5o leaves, of which 
the first and two Inst are blank. 

Ttpographical Pakticui.ars. — There ia no title. The only 
type used ia No. z. The lines are very uneven in length, the 
longest measuring g inches. A full page has 29 lines. With- 
oat signatures, folios, or cotchworda. Space is left at the 
commencement of chapters for the insertion of a z-line initial, 
with director. 

The Text begins thus, on the second recto, the first leaf 
being blank : — 

f ®c aamocSE aa late ftg t^r comaulitmEnf of tf)E iifff)t 

SfiF & noble princeBSE mg tig^t rrtoublFli la^s / ^Vi 

la^S jfearflarrte fig tfte state of ao^ J3ucl)tBSE of Jaour= 

and ends on the 148th verso, 

ainonQ tf)e most toortte ■ anti after tl)is prescnl life eii= 
lastmglifE in ijrufit tojjo grant l)im & bs ifiat fiougfjte bs 
toitt l)is bloolje t\tm& i)i)us amen 



U 



RsHABRB. — As already noticed when treating of the original 
French yeraion of " Jason," its compiler was Raoul Lefevre, 
secretary to the Duke of Burgundy, and while in the serv 
of the duchess, it seems most probable that Caxton beca 
possessed of a copy. The date of imprint has been generally 
attributed hy bibliographers to the year 1475, but this is, I 
think, too early. The features of Caxton's history about that 
time seem to point to 1476-77 as the date of his settlement in 
England; and November 18th, 1477, is, as we know, the day 
on which the printing of "Dictea" was finished. Now the 
typographical appearance of "Jaaon" proves it to have been 
one of the very earliest products of the Westminster press ; 
and Caxton's remarks ia the prologue to " Golden Ijegend " 
show the translation to have followed "The Eecuyell" and 
"Chess Book." The evidence, therefore, seems to point to a 
date immediately preceding " Dictes " or the early part of 1477, 
when the young prince, to whom it was dedicated, would be 
six years old, and much more likely to make use of the work 
than if presented to him two years earlier. 

Gerard Leeu, at Antwerp, reprinted this English text in 
149a, a fact noticed thus by Gerard Legh in "The Accidence 
of Armory," 1576 — "The History of Jason, which was trans- 
lated out of Frenche, and printed at Andwarpe by one of my 
name." 

Of the six known copies there is one in the British Museum, 
one in the Bodleian, and four in private libraries. 



No. S. — The Djctes and Satinos of the Piulosc 

Folio. " Enprynted hy me William Caxton at Wed- 
^>iedre," 1477. Firet Edition ; without Colopfion. 

CoLLATios. — Nine 4" and one 3° = 7S leaves, of which the 
first and two last are blank. 

TrpoGRAPHiCAL Parti C0LASS.— There is no title-page. Only 
type No. 2 is used. The lines are of very uneven length, tU6 
ing 5 inches; 29 lines to a full page. Without 1 
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folios, catchwords, or signatures. Space is left at the beginning 1 
of chapters for the insertion of 3-line initials, with director. ' 

Commencing with a blank leaf. Earl Rivera's prologue 
follows. 

The Text begins thus, 00 the second recto : — 

JRete it is so fl)iit rurrg fjumajjn (frraturt fig lf)t 
in Btiffraurc of our lorli fiot' 'S born & ortrigiirt to 

bt sufiartte aiiti tiital bnto tije sionncs of fortune 
9nti so in tiiuecse Se mang sonars tusses man is perplrjs 

The work concludes on the verso of the 73rd folio at foot, 
and is followed on the 74th recto by Caxton's epilogue and 
additions, commencing with space for ^'line initial. 

efre tnlicti) t^c fioo& namrt titt tiicttB or sagcngis 
$ of tt)E pijilosop^rfs rnprpnlrt /fig mc bjiiiiam 
(llaiton at torstmrjitrf tljc srrr of our lori ■ itt ■ 
©dCtitt ■ JLiilJii ■ aSBljirijE fioofe is late iranslatft out of 

The Text ends on the 76th verso, with a short page of six- 
teen lines — 

position in t!)is tootltf/anli after tljfia Ij>f to Igue n[cr= 
lastsngiB in jruen amm 

tffitsir est finis .■.- 

Bbmabkb. — This book is remarkable as being the first which | 
bears a. plain statement of the place and time of its execution. 
It is thought by some to be really the first book printed in 
England. A few of the quarto pieces may perhaps have pre- 
ceded it, but there is none that can be proved of earlier work- 
manship ; and if, as there aeema good reason for supposing, 
Caxton did not settle at Weatminster before 1476-77, he would 
not have had time to produce much. 

The history of the English translation of this work is interest- 
ing. It appears that Earl Rivers, moved thereto by a remem- 
brance of relief from many worldly adversities, determined 
Y his vows at the shrine of St. James of Compostella. In 



190 WILLIAM CAXTON. 

the British Museum (C. i8. e. a) ia "An Abbreviation of the 
graces and indulgenoea wkich Alexader vj granteth to all true 
believinj; people of every sexe or communitie of the giete hoapytall 
of Sayut James of Cupostella," This shrine bad been for many 
years the favourite resort of those who intended a short pil- 
grimage. Many ships, and those of the largest burthen, were 
engaged in this passenger traffic, the chief port of embarkation 
being Southampton. Thence in the year 1473 the earl Bailed, 
and while on the voyage Lewis de Eretajlles, a Gascon knight 
celebrated for his great prowess, at the court of Edward IV, 
showed the earl a copy, in French, of " Les dits moraux des 
philosophes," with which Lord Rivers was greatly delighted, 
retaining it for more intimate perusal. On his return to Eng- 
land, in the same year, the king appointed him one of Uio 
governors of the Prince of Wales ; and now, having more 
leisure, the earl began a translation of the work into Xngliah, 
which, however, notwithstanding the assistance of an earlier 
translation hj Scrope, occupied bim some years, supposing it to 
be completed only a short time previously to its being printed 
in 1477' ^'^^ Rivers evidently had a good opinion of Caxton's 
literary abilities, for he requested him " to oversee " his trana- 
lation before printing it, and the result was the addition of a 
chapter " towching wymmen," introduced by a very characl«r- 
istic prologue from Caxton's own pen. This prologue ia re] 
with a quiet humour, which reveals to us more of Caxton's 
disposition than all his other writings. It proves also the 
intimate terms which must have existed between Lord Rivers 
and himself. 

We may infer from this, the first edition had a rapid sale, as 
about 1481a second edition (described further on) was produced 
in tlie same type, and page for page, the same as the originaL 

There is an oft-quoted but much overrated manuscript of 
this translation in the Archiepisoopal Palace, Lambeth. It is 
on vellum, and has one inconsiderable illumination, famous 
only on account of giving the sole representation known of 
Edward V. Earl Rivera is presenting a copy on bei ' 
knee (probably this very one) to the prince, who is seatei 
bia throne. By the earl's side is pourtrayed an ecclesiastic 
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liiti shaven crown, probably " Haywanle," whose name appears 
it [be end of the Tolume as the writer. We may suppose the 
ail to be in the act of reciting the metrical prologue which 
ippeais at the commen cement, and the first five lines of which 
m — 

TluB boke Ute trwulaU ber« ia light 

By AntbdOf Eu-l (croiurc) that vertueui knv^^ht 

Pleace it to acoepte to jnure Doble gnjx 

And at joaie oonuemeni Icywiure uid ipKe 
It to aee reede and <mdBtBtODde 

The writing is the usual secretary hand of the fifteenth 
;entury, and the date of transcription, as given in the colo- 
phon, is December i9th, 1477, or abont six weeks after the 
Publication of Caxton's printed edition, of which it is a ver- 
batim copy, with the addition of the metrical prologue already 
[loticed, and the following paragraph which precedes Caxton'e 
prologae to the chapter on women — " And suffice you with the 
translation of the sayinges of thes Philosophres, And one 
William Caston atte desire of my lorde Eyuers / emprinted 
many bokes after the tonour and forme of this boke/whiche 
Willm saide as foloweth : " then comes Caston's chapter, 

A different and somewhat earlier translation is in the Ma. 
department of the British Musemn (Harl. 2266), "latetrans- 
latyd out of frensh tung in to englysh the yer of our lord 
M cocc L to John Fostalf knyght for his contemplacion and 
solas by Stevyn Bcrope squyer sonno in law to the seide Fob- 
talle." Literary taste is not often associated with the name of 
Bir John Talstaff. 

Thirteen copies of this edition are known — Two in the 
British Museum, one at Cambridge, and tlie remainder in 
private libraries, The Rev. T. Corser's copy, sold in 1868, 
wanting three leavesj sold for ^iio. Xt<^^- /uu^ "-"T*^ ^C fSW I 

No, g. — Fbagmbbt of a "Hoes." Octavo. WUhout 

Prinier'g Name, Place, or Date. {1478 1) 

Four leaves only. Typo !No. a. Lines very uneven in ^^^| 
length, the longest measuring 2^ inches; twelve lines to a full ^^^| 
IjB^. Without signatures, catchwords, or numerals. ^^^H 
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The evidence vhich & perfect Tolume might afibrd being absent, 
the foUowing suggestions by Mr. Bradsbaw, of Cambridge, 
offered : — From the small portion remaining of the original, it is 
impossible to state with accuracy under what particular class of 
aervice-boofcs it should be ranged. To all appearance it 
part of a primer, or " Horb secundum consuetodinem 
AnglijB ; " though its diminutive size renders it improbable 
that it contained, as well as the Hours, the Litany, the Vigila 
of the Dead, and all the miscellaneous prayers usually found 
this class of books. The above fragment will be found to 
uiclude the following portions of Suffiagia at Lands : — St. 
Thomas of Canterbury (the last few words only), St. Nicholas, 
St. Marj- Magdalene, St. Katharine, St. Margaret ; after which, 
in the four leaves that are wanting, there is room for All 
Saints, the Prayer for Peace, the Versicle and Response, 
Benedicamus domino, Deo gracias, and the commencement of 
the SufFragia of the Three Kings, the rest thereof occupying, as 
above, the head of the second portion of the fragment Then 
follow the Suffragia of St. Barbara and the concluding verse 
Benedicam' dfio Deo gs, with which the service ends, 
comparing this with the Hoite of the same period it will be 
seen that these prayers always occur at the end of Lauds, and 
are peculiar in their order to the English Church, with the 
exception of the Three Kings and St. Barbara, which, in this 
sequence, are peculiar to this fragment. Suffragia of the Three 
Kings, and of St. Barbara, are found amongst the miscellani 
commemorations in most of the English primers ; but those of 
St. Barbara, as found in this fragment, differ altogether from 
those which occur in other Horaa. It is well known that 
the Esterlings were a thriving and influential corporation 
in Caston's time, consisting of German merchants from the 
City of Cologne and the other towns in the Hanseatic League, 
and occupying the Steel Yard in Cannon Street as their London 
residence, with All Hallows the Great as their parish ehuioh, 
and St Barbara as their patron saint Now in their accustomed 
service, comprising Matins and Lauds, the SuSrages of the 
Three Kings of Cologne, which, as already remarked, do not 
commonly occur at those hours, would be most apptopiiate, not 
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on account of the name eo much as the subject of the prayer, 
■which is for success in trade, and for peace and health in travel- 
ling; — "concede propitiua . . . . ut itinera quo ituri sumus, 
celebritate, letitift, gratis et pace, ad loca destinata in pace et 
salute et negotio bene peracto cum orane ptoaperitale, Bnlri et 
eani ledire valeamua." This alone proves very little ; but when 
we find that the nest auffrages are those of St. Barbara, whose 
name never occurs in the English Lauds, but to whom the 
Esterlings prayed as their patron saint, it becomes probable 
that the fragment before us was part of an Anglican primer {or 
Hone), with additional prayers, for their especial use. And if 
these German merchants, in whose country the typographic art 
had made great progress, wished to have this, their daily service, 
printed, to whom could they go but to Caxton, the only printer 
then in England. 

Should this view he correct it considerably Increases the 
bibliographical value of the fragment, which ia otherwise of 
great interest as being, in all probability, the earliest English- 
printed service in existence, and which, from the unevenness in 
the printing and the early types, must have been one of the 
Brat products of the Westminster press. 

The fragment on which the foregoing remarks have been 
founded is in the Bodleian Library (Douce Fragments). When 
jiiginally extracted from an old book-cover it formed a half- 
iheet, but now two quarters, 

No, 10. — Chauoek's Cantkkburt Tales. FoUo. Sine nlld 
notd. Mrgt EdiUmi. (147S!) 

Collation. — Forty 4", one 3°, one 5", one 3", one 5", one 
j°, one s", and one 3°, making together 373 leaves, of which 
Jie first only is blank. 

Typographical Paeticulars. — There is no title-page. The 
inly typo used is No. 2. The lines in the prose portiona 
ire very unevenly spaced, but the longest measure 5 inches ; 
!9 lines to a full page. Without folios, signatures, or catch- 
vords. The book commences with a blank leaf, after which the 
Text begins thus : — 
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i^an rtiat B^ipnll baittt tlis s^otirts sole 
tD Utit> t^t IiToug^tr of marri)e t^tt pcit ;>( tote 

an^ batiO) runi} brcnr in suclje licouc 
©f toliirftt brrtu mgtniiriJi is lf)( fioui 

On the 37jnd leaf recto are the following lines, beijig tlie 
conctnsion of the Pareon's tale : — 

tifUatien of sgnnr . TTo ttiat Igf tc bs tipnge tliat tiougt)! 

tDitli tis pmpus blaob ilmm. 

©xpliEit rrarlatus ©alfrpit ffftaurtr Ut 
^fnilmcia bi ftititur pro fatiula Hrrloris. 

The reverse is occupied bj what is called Chaucer's retrac- 
tion, commencing — 

n ®tD prac 3 to i)rm allc tfiat tjniCFnc ttiis Ittil treatssi 

and ending — 

liEus . ^ft omnia Btcula sftulor' amm. 

which concludes the yolume. 

Nine copies are known, of which two are in the 
^ruseum, one at the Bodleian, one at Merton College, Oxford, 
and the others in private libraries. 

No. II, — Thb Moral Proverbs of CRiaTYNK Folio. "En- 
printed by Caxton At Westmestre" 147S. 

Collation. — Two sheets, or four leaves, all printed. 
Typographical Pahticulars. — The only type used is No. i, 
z8 lines to a page. Without signatures, catchwords, or folios. 
The Test begins, with a heiid-line on the first recto, thus ; — 



^ 



Cte morale prouerhts of CTristBne 
^t grcte bertus of oure rllera notable 
a^iU to rrmembre 13 tijing proftlatle 
3n fiapps fjous is . bitjerc tibjcllcti) pru'bnue 
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and ends on the fourth verao, 



at tofsfmrBtrc . of fcuertt tiiE . n . Tsast 
ani of tsM *et)toart / Hie . ibif . iiEre torajit 



k^. 



3in fcutrec ttc totlE season 



—Crifityne de Pise was, with the single exception 
of Joan of Arc, the most famous woman of her age, She was 
hom A.D. 1363, in Italy, and, at the early age of fifteen, 
married Etienne Caatel. After a few happy years her husband 
was taken from her by death ; and now, although, to quote hai 
own words, " nourri en delices et mignottemens," she found 
herself almost in destitution, with aged parents and three young 
children dependent upon her. Fortunately her father, who had 
been physician to Charles V of France, had taken great pains 
in her education, by which she had well profited. Urged on 
by necessity, she devoted herself to a Uterary life, and soon 
became famous. Her writings, which show a vast amount of 
reading, were ever on the side of virtue, morality, and peace. 
Her -unimpeachable life assisted the tendency of her writings, 
and both were an honour to the age in which she lived. For 
many years her labours were incessant After a laat song of 
rejojcing on the victories of the French arms under "La 
Pucelle" sfao retired to a convent tor the remainder of her days. 
The date of her death is unknown. The biographers of 
Cristyne vie with one another in her praises. There is a 
charming monograph upon her, by M. Eaimond Thomasay, 
entitled " Essai sur les Ecrits Politiques de Christine de Pisan." 
8vo. Paris, 1838. See also "Les Mac. Franc," vol. iv, p.i86i 
and "M4m. de TAcad. des Insc.," vol. ii, p. 762, 

" Les prouerbes moraulx " were originally composed as a 
supplement to "Les enseignemens moraux," written by Cris- 
tyne for the instruction of her son, Jean Castel, who passed a 
part of his youthful days in the service of the Earl of Salis- 
bury, in England. 

The translation of these proverbs into English by Earl 
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Rivera appears to have taken place about the same period as 
Ilia longer effort the "Dictea of the Philosophers." And here 
we may notice that the earl has been credited by Horace 
Walpole and Dr. Dibdin with the pedantic design of making 
nearly all the lines of hia translation end with the letter " b." 
A very cursory examination of the poetry of the fifteenth 
century would have ahown that the terminal e was common in 
all writings of that period. 

In the " Fayttes of Arms," translated and printed by Caxton 
at a later period, we meet with another production of the same 
authoress. The only copies known of the " Moral Proverbs " are 
in the libraries of Earl Spcncor, Earl of Jersey, and Mr. Christie- 
MiUer. 

No. 12. — PaopofiiTio JoHANffis EussKLL. Qiiarlo. Wiihoul 
Pnnter'i Name, Date, or Place. (147- J) 

Collation. — Four printed leaves, the reeto of the first and 
the verso of the last being blank, 

TrpoaRAPHiOAL rABTiOTiLARa. — There is no title-page. Only 
one type, No. 2, is used. The lines are very irregular in length, 
a full line measuring 4 inches. A full page haa 22 lines, with- 
out signatures or catchwords. The speech, which is all in one 
paragraph, hears evidence of having been printed a page at a 
time. It commences with a 2-line space for the insertion of an 
initial, with a small director, and haa been reprinted in full by 
Dr. Dibdin. 

The Test begins on the first verso ; — 

^Topositio fj^idtissimt (@rafoiis . iEagietri Slo ^3 
i^annis Musscil ticmtorum tiocioriEi at atitunc ^^ 
^mbassiatoiis xpianissimt Utqis (Sti\xnittsi -J 



and ends with twelve lines ( 
last three are — 



) fourth recto, of which the 



pIiarE a^ tsti lautirm / rt fialtationtm fitiei ipia 
hf / nostti q; SfrrmiBSimi regis rofiut . golacium xt 
uclation?m q; / tt slOTiam plcbis sue . amm 
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In the eighth volume of the "Censura Literaria," page 351, 
appeared the first public notice of this tract, which till then. 
had been mistaken for a manuscript. "Whether printed at 
Bruges, which ia not unlikely, or at Westminster b difficult 
to decide. 

John Eussell, " Orator clarissiroua," Bishop of Lincoln and 
Lord Chancellor, held many offices of trust under three sove- 
reigns. He was bom in the parish of St. Peter's, Winchester, 
in the beginning of the reign of Henry VI, and commenced 
his education there. At an early age he went to the University 
of Oxford, where he obtained the degree of Doctor of Decrees, 
In 1449 he was made follow of New College ; was afterwards 
appointed to a prebendal stall in Salisbury, and in 1466 to 
the Archdeaconry of Berkshire. On the latter appointment ha 
removed to court, where he was much noticed by Edward IV, 
In September, 1467, he was commiaaioHed by the king, together 
with Lord Hastings, Lord Scales, and others, to conclude a 
treaty of marriage between the king's sister Margaret and the 
Duke of Burgundy. A few months later he was engaged in 
nrranging the trade relationship between this country and 
Flanders, It was probably then, if not at an earlier period, 
that he became acquainted with our printer. Hie name appears 
often after this as assisting in the negotiation of various treaties. 
In February, 1469-70, "Messire Galiard, chevalier; Thomas 
Vaghan, Eseuier et Trosorier do la Chambre ; et Johan Eussell, 
Docteur en Decrot, Arcediacre de Eetksuir," accompanied by 
Garter King at Arms, were commissioned by King Edward IV 
to invest the Duke of Burgundy with the order of the Garter, 
On this occasion the oration which forma the foundation of the 
present article was delivered. The investiture took place at 
Ghent, and here, if Caxton were present, of which however 
there is no positive evidence, he would again make acquaint- 
ance with John RussolL In 1476 the Archdeacon was raised to 
the bishopric of Rochester, and in 14S0 translated to Liacohi, 
In March, 1483, he appeared as "Orator" before Pope SixtuB 
IV (see Harleian MS. No. 433), anil was probably in Rome 
when his Sovereign, Edward IV, who had appointed him one 
of his executors, breathed hia last. In the short reign of 
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Edward V he waa appointed Lord Cbancellor, to which office 
La waa re-appointed by Richard III. In 1485 he retired to 
pri-vate life, and died in January 1494. He was interred in 
Lincohi Cathedral, under an altar tomb in the Chantry Chapel, 
founded by hini on the south aide of the Lady Chapel. 

He was the first Chancellor of Oxford appointed for life, in 
which university he was Tery popular, England also fihould 
keep hia name in memory if only for the great change he 
initiated in promulgating the statutes of the realm in the 
vulgar tongue, instead of Latin or French, a practice continued 
ever after. Sir Thomas More thus draws his character: "A 
wyse man and a good, and of much experyence ; and one of 
the best learned menne undoubtedly that Englande hod in hys 

An interesting aatt^raph, as showing the Archdeacon at 
Bruges in 1467, when Caxton was governor, occurs in a volume 
of " Cicero de Officiis," in the Public Library of Cambridge : — 
" Empt' p Jo. Euacel . archidiaconii berkshyrie apud oppidii 
bruggense fiandrie a" 1467 mens' Ap'l' 17° die." 

A fine uncut copy is in the magnificent library of Ear! 
Spencer. It appears to have been bound up by mistake in a 
volume of blank paper intended for manuscript alone, being in 
the original binding, and the whole volume otherwise consist- 
ing of the common manuscript hand of the fifteenth century, 
■which afiorda no indication of local execution. It waa dis- 
covered in cataloguing the library of John Brand, which was 
sold in 1807, and where it appeared among tlie mannecripts 
(Part I, Lot 30), " A work on Theology and Religion, with 
five leaves at the end, a very great curiosity, very early 
printed on wooden blocks or type." The Marquis of Bland- 
ford bought it at the reasonable price of ^3 5s. At the sale 
of his library in 1819 (Lot S75*)> ^"^ Spencer waa obliged 
to give ;^I26 for it. It was for many years considered as 
nniqne, until another copy was discovered in the library at 
Holkliam, these two being the only copies known. 
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No. 13. — Stans Pubr ad Menbam — Moral Distiohb — Salve 
Regina. Quario. Sine vllA notd. (Ante 1479.) 

Collation. — Four leaves, all printed. 

There is no title-page. Type No, 2 only is used. There are 
33 lines to a page, or three stanzoa in " Ealad Soyal," '" with a 
blank line between the stanzas. Long lines measure 4 inches. 
Without sigiiatures or catchwords. 

The Text begins, on the first recto, thus ; — 

. Stans pun: ai mcnBam . 
m 3f "otct rijittif first tf)s sflf tnaUt 

T^itf) all t[)tn fitxte to berttio' tiisrjtiline 
afore tftjj soucrafin stonligng at tfte lafilt 

The poem concludes with two stanzas on the third recto, the 
latter of which is : — 

®o litill figlle fiacEjn of floqutnc e 

^ra? BOHB rtiHirrn tfiat tte sfial eu or rttic 

JTfiouBt) ttioii be not tomptntiious of scntenri 
©E t1)E rIatoBcs for to taliE ittit 
Wmt^ct to alle bcrtur sl)al tljg pngtf) Icte 
®f tiiE torgfjjnB tijouQli Itjcr 6f no Date 
§f ouBtt Sf arngg put tfte faute in Irtgatf 
. tSitilicit . 

Moral Distiohb immediately follow the above, and fill up 
tiie page. Ilie whole ia here given. 

atpBe erl8 Slnb arcsE Irmprratlo i 

3)<tvt QOl) Dcuoutljt ^nt to tf)!i soup goberls 

Clje toorn> besilB anl to tljji beb mertlg 

<Soo tf)9 tnai? salilp ^nD be tfjcre toronDls 

Snstoere iremurelg anti slepe sftotlB 
&o to tt)B mete appefentlB . ifiplicit . 



1 




2 the "verso of the preoedin^iit 



The Salve Begina begins < 
tte head of the page. 

. an 5olg 5alue rcgina in engltsaft . 
Slue tntt^ all obrisance to qoti i ^umlilrase 
^Srgina to ttgnc eugt more in filgsgc 
ifiatcc to crisl as tor bsitut exprtSBc 

The " Salue " ends at the foot of the 4th recto, 

iHaffc of Ipf ants ttrmc crfacion 

Saluf niEt as frit as toe can suffgsc . amm. 

Tlie reverse of this leaf gives the foOowiag :— 

SiHstte ijati^ tuotttirc anti bstCae nr can 
JUoto magtiEn is motfft anti goti is man 
5.euj tlijn aBfegng anli belnie i^at toonlter 
jFot mpg^t i)atf) maisttg & BftgU flotfi liniier 
. ElEo laug &c . 

This is followed by six proverbial couplets, the last bcing- 

itnotor n t^ou bwettt Sc ttian tliou maist slafee 
|?f tf)ou ftnst et tt)ou ftnotoe tgan it i» to late 

This finishes tlie Text as it stasda in the only two copies 
known. 

From the absence of the word fifipltcit, or any other similar 
ending which Caxton. made a rule of placing at the end of hia 
works, great and small, it is not unlikely that this piece is 
imperfect. This is rendered more probable fey the absence of 
the blank leaf at the beginning, which, supposing a printed 
leaf wanting at the end, would be its counterpart. At the same 
time it should be noticed that the only two known copies agree 
in this deficiency, and that Wynken de Worde, who reprinted 
from Caxton's edition, concludes in the same abrupt way ; 
though it is not impossible that he printed from an imperfect 
copy, and did not know it, as in this very tract he has repro- 
duced, with his usual carelessness, an accidental error of 
Caxton's edition. Caxton, in printing, had transposed the two 
pages of the second leaf, proving that, even in the quarto uie, 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE NO. z. »I 

lie had not arrived at the art of printiHg more tlian one page a 
time, and Wynken de TVorde blindly repeats the mistake. 

Among the many pieces which make np the catalogue of 
Lydgate'e worka must be inclnded " Stans Fner ad Meniam," 
as the two concluding lines prove ; — 

" Of the writing, though there be no date, 
I! ought be unias jlut the fault in lyd^kte." 

Dan John Lydgate, who know Chaucer in his old age, 
and may have been acquainted with Caxton in liis youth, was 
aa indefatigable rhymester. Riteon gives a list of 251 pieces 
attributed to his pen. The dates of his birth and death are 
equally obscure, and the only fact concerning him, of any 
certainty, is that he was bom at Lidgate, near Bury St Ed- 
munds, whence he doubtless derived his name. {Bari. MS. 
2251, folio 283.) 

The "Stana Puer" is a translation of the "Carmen JQve- 
nile de moribus puerorum" of Sulpitius, of which the first 
edition was probably printed at Aquila in 1483. But the type 
used for Caxton's tract (the last dated use of which in its first 
state was in 1479) proves it to have been printed at least 
Bome years previous to the impression at Aquila ; so that we 
may fairly consider this as the "editio princepa" of the tract. 
It was reprinted by Wynken de Worde three times early in the 
succeeding century. 

The " Salve Eegina," in its style and metre, closely reeem- 
blea the acknowledged pieces of Lydgate, and was also, in all 
probability, from his pen. 

The copy in tho University Library of Cambridge is the 
only one known, and though now in a separate binding, was 
formerly in a volume of poems all printed by Caston, of which 
an account is here appended. 

Bishop Moore's library, rich in old black-lett«r poems, con- 
tained, among its other treasures, one priceless little volume, 
in quarto, bound in plain brown calf, and lettered on the back 
"Old poetry printed by Caxton." The collection appears to 
have been made before it came into the bishop's possession j 
but the fact of the poeraa being bound together led Middleton 
land all succeeding writers to describe them as one work. Kr. 
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Bradabaw'a careful examination, however, showed that the 
volume contained eight distini;t publications, which have 
since been bound eeparately. Some of theae are unique, and 
some are found alone ia other collections. Before re-binding, 
the volume contained the following pieces ia the following 

L Stana Paer ad Mensnm; Moral Distichs; The Salve 
Begins, II. Parvus Catho and Magnus Catho. HL 
^H The Chorle and the Bird. IV. The Horse the Goose 

^^H and the Sheep ; Stanzas ; The proper use of certain 

^^H nouns ; The proper use of certain verhs. V, The 

^H Temple of Glass. VL The Temple of Brass ; A trea- 

^^K tise which John Skogan sent unto the lords and 

^^P gentlemen .... exhorting them to use virtues in their 

^^H youth ; The good counsel of Chaucer ; Balad of the 

^^H Tillage without painting. VII. The Book of Courtesy, 

^^^k VnL AneHda and Arcyte and The Complaint of 

^^^^ Chaucer to his purse. 

^^^ There ia nothing to ahow in what order these tracts wew 
printed. Being all in verae we can draw no conclusions from 
irregularity of spacing, and even where two editions were 
printed it is sometimes impossible to say which had pre- 
cedence. That they were all printed before Fehmary and, 
1479, we may safely aaaume, as they are, without exception, 
in the early state of type No. 2, which then made its Jast 
dated appearance in " Cordyale ; " and that many were among 
Caxton's first essays aeems probable from their popular nature, 
and the small amount of labour required ia their production. 
For these reasons they are treated consecutively, together 
with three other editions, in Noa. 14 to 25, thoae pieces whose 
longest linea all measure 4 inches being placed before those 
measuring 3^ inches. 

No. 14. — Pahvtib Catho. — Magkdb Catho. Quarto. First 
Edition. Sins ulld nold. (^Ani» 1479-) 
Collation. — Three 4" and one s" = 34 leaves, of which 
the first was doubtless blank, though wanting ia the only 
known copy. 
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203 



There is no title-page. The type is No. a onJy. Full lines 
meaanre 4 inches, and each page contains 33 lines, counting 
the blank line between the Btanzas. Without signatuiss or 
catchwords. 

The Text commences with title-line on the second recto, a 
blank leaf having originally preceded it — 

. ffiic Jfntipft paniHS fl?atl)0 . 
<Ku amliutcTe qua plurimos ftoirs gutter matt 
aza^an 3i aisucxte to mg rnnnntirantr 
Snti an tiotei U\t folkrs mtn fitniousls 

"Parvus Cotho" terminates in the middle of the third 
recto, 

E?at)att BC it rrte Irt not sout Jert 6e tticnBe 
3Sut tjotit as tijts sattt tuitf) al goui fioU mtfnte 

. ffiic finis iJarui ratfjonia . 

making in all sevea stanzas, in " Balad Royal" 

"Magnus Catho" immediately follows on the verao, with 
space left for the inaertioa of a z-line initial S> ^th director. 

■ Jtjic Sntipit maaiiHB Catijo . 
I ^ brus FSt aimus nobis bt racmina liirut 
jj^ic tific ptcciiiuE fit pura mrtite tolrnbus 
jFor ti)5 tijat pb la intoarbis tijf toit 

The Text ends on the 34th verso, 

Jj^ttt iiaue 3i fontie ttat sfial gou gustiE & Irte 
^trttgbt to QDtst fame aria leur sou tn til tous 
. (ffiipficif tGatijo . 

The work is in four books, containing 42, 39, 27, and Jz 
stanzas of " Balad Royal," each of which is headed by a couplet 
from the original Latin. 

The "disticha" of Cato were very popidar for many cen- 
turies. Their author, and even the origin of their title, is 
entirely lost, though some of their stanzas are traced as far 
bock as the second or third century of the Christian era. In 
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the middle ageB they were used as a school-book, to 
Latin, aa well as to inculcate moial masiins ; so that to he 
unacquainted with "Cato" waa Ejiionjmoua with general 
iffnorancB, Chancer continually mentions the work. " He 
knew not Catoiin, for his wyt was rude," says the miller of 
the rich "Gnof." These remarks apply to "Magnus Cato" 
only. About ti8o Daniel Churche, an ecclesiastic attached 
to the court of Henry II, added a few Latin precepts as intro- 
ductory to the original, and from that period the two were 
mostly transcribed together, being distinguiBhed as " Parvus 
Cato" and "Magnus Cato." Of the English version of these 
"diatichs" wo cannot have a better account than that given 
ua by Caxton himself in his preface to " Cathon " glossed ; 
" which book," he says, " hath been translated out of Latin 
into English by Master Benet Burgh, .... which full craftily 
hath made it in Ealad Royal for the erudition of my Lord 
Boucher son and heir at that time to my Lord the Earl of 
Essex," This translation of Benet Burgh is the test printed 
by Caxton, twice in quarto, and once in folio with woodcuta, 
before he undertook the translation of the extensive French 
Gloss, which will be brought to the reader's notice under tha 
year 1484. 

"Maister Benet Burgh" was Vicar of Maiden, in Essex, 
when he translated " Cato," as we learn from the colophon in 
Harl. MS., Ko. 271. He afterwards iiUed the offices of Arch- 
deacon of Colchester, 1464; Prebendary of St. Paul's, 1472; 
and soon after High Canon of St. Stephen's, "Westminster. 
He appears to have been an author as well as a translator. 
The following is the title of a poem in Harl. MS. 7333, folio 
1496 — "A cristemasse game made by Maister Benet: howa 
god almyghty seyde to his apostelys and echeii off them were 
baptiste and none knew of othir, &c" Ha also appears to 
have written a considerable portion of the poetical translation 
of "De regimine principum" attributed to Lydgate, an wo 
infer from Mnrl. MS. 2251, folio 236, iu which occurs this 
side-note, in the same handwriting as the body of the poem — 
" Here deyde the translato' a noble Poet Dane John Lydgate 
And his folower gan his prolog in this wise p' Benedictti 
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Biirgh." He or Lydgate also wrote an original foai 

to "Catho Magnua," which, althongh not printed 1 

may be seen in seveial manuscripts. Ritson, indeed {Bih 

Poet., page 66), ascribes the whole to Lydgate. 

It does not seem improbable that the printing of " Parvui 
ot Magnns Catho " was undertaken by desire of " High Canoa 
Buxgh," who, holding a canonry iu Westminster, was likely to 
have become acquainted with Coxton. 

The only Esistikg Copy is in the Public Library, Cam- 
bridge (AB. 8. 48. a). It \s perfect, but without the original 
blank leaf, and measures 8^ x 5^ inches. For an account of 
the Yolame which contained it, see page 198 anie. 

So. 15, — Pabycb CATHa — Maqndb Catho. dbiarfo. Second 
Mdition. Sine vM not4. {Ante 1479.) 

Collation. — Three 4" and one S" = 34 leaves, of which 
the first was doubtless blank, although wanting in the only 
known copy. 

TypoGiiAPniCAL Paeticulabs. — The variation in this edition 
is only typographical The poem is reprinted page for pagtv 
and line for line, yet the composition of tlio type is different 
through out. 

The only ExiSTiNO Copt known is in the Ubrary of the 
Duke of Devonshire, at Cliatsworth, whsre it is bound with 
the quarto edition of " Stans Puer," already described. It 
came from the old library at Hardwieke HalL In the Harleiaa 
CataloguB (in. 6202) the above two tracts appear together — 
probably thia very copy. 

Ho. 16. — The HoRaB, the Sheep, and the Goobb.— Vabiodb 

Stanzas.— The proper appucation op certain Nouns 

SUBSIAKTITB, AND Versh. First Edition. Quarto. 

Sine ulldrtotd. (Ante 1479.) 

Collation. — One 4" and one 5° = 18 leaves, of which the 

first was doubtless blank, although wanting in the only known 

copy. 

Typographical Partioulabs. — There is no title-pag& The 
type ia all Ka a. full Lines measure 4 inches, and each page 
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contoinfl 33 Uiibb, jnclusive of the blank line between the 
Etanzas. Withont signatures or catobwonis, 

Tkb Horse, the Sheep, and thb Goose commences on tbe , , 
second recto, tbe first leaf being blank. 

The Text begins, with space for a z-line initial, m^ i 
director, 

t ©nttrhrrBifB / plrrs an^ itscortrs 
^aiftociiE pcrBonrs toece ttoo or tf)te 
Sougtit out tf)t grounlita be rfrortfs 
?rf)t» toas tte custom of antiquitE 

On tbe fourteentb leaf verso, 

9IU in one bessell to sptfer tn bioTlire iilegn 
€i)at no man sfjoWc of otltct ijaue Ijisiasn 

Ml)m itibttt) ti)£ fjorst ti)e Si)00» & tt)e stttp , 

There are in this ]}oem 77 stanzas of seven lines each. 

Vaiuous Stanzas follow, ending on the sixteenth recto, the 
verso being occupied with short sentences, as "An herde of 
Ilertes. A murther of crowes. A bjMyng of rooks," &c 
The whole ends on the eighteenth verso — 

a (Sons iinlareti gf ^e take t^e lonliE ^e 

a J8"on tiiBmcmtinli flefttj. ffiiplicit. 

The only Existing Copt is in the Public Library, Cambridge 
(AH, 8. 48. 4}, and was formerly bound, with other pieces, in s 
volume already described at page 51, 

The whole of these fugitive pieces are attributed to the pro- 
lific pen of Dan John Lydgate. 

No. 17.— Thb House, the Sheep, and the Goobk. — ^Variohb 

Stanzab. — The proper applioation of oaBXAiH Nodns 

BUBSTANTiVE, AND Verbs. Quarto, Becotid Edition. 

{Ante 1479.) 

Collation, — One 4" and one 5'— iS leaves, ol which th« 

first is blank, 

TTPDORAFmcAL Particulars. — These are the same as in tbe 
first edition, with the exception of the orthography and the oh 
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1 title-liae, frhicb iu tlie other edition is oltogother wanting;, 
a sufficient reason for attributing this to a litter period ; for, had 
the first edition been printed with a head-line, we may certainly 

i assume that the improved appearance would not have been 
omitted by Caxton in the reprint. In this edition we find the 
sixth leaf, noticed as wanting in the only known copy of the 
first edition. 

1' The test begins on the second recto, 

^^L Cije 1)ors . tl)r sijcvc S: tl)f g1)oos. 

^^B Ontiebtrsics . plrrs anti titscortirs 
^^r 13JttDnic prrsonrs torrr ttsa or tljre 

*o«g1)t nut tftc grountjts be tccarlics 

SE^ta toaa tf)c rustom of antiquitE 

and ends with (!;l|]ltCJt on the eighteenth recto. 

There is a fragment of six leaves in the University Library, 
Cambridge, and a perfect copy, with the original leaf, in the 
Cathedral Library, York, a reprint of which was presented by 
Sir M. M. Sykes to the members of the Boxbui^h Club. 



No. i8. — Infancia Salvatorib, Quarto. Without Printer': 
Name, Bate, or Place. (147-?) 

Collation. — Eighteen printed leaves, unsigned, with a blanl 
both at beginning and end. 

The type is all No. i. There 
to a fall page, and a. long lino 
eignatures, folios, or catchwords. 

The Text begins thus on 



lines of uneven length 
3 J inches. Without 



leaf :- 



recto of the first printed 



3^ic Slncijit Crarfatus qui 3)nfilulafut 
Snfancia saluatoiiig . 

*Iijt Eiictu a fflfsaw aiigusto Ist ie 
e Bctibetftut Ijniusus ortiiB jl^EC autm 
liesctipno prima facta est a. pimtjc . 
Sirie ©irino . ffit itianf oms itt pfitmntut 
BJnguU in ciuitatein sua ascEntiit Et SioSEpIj 

and ends with a full page on the eighteenth recto, 



i 
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CfcrlFSiaBtiri bii" . Si filii tibi sint . miii 
illOEf ct tucba illoa a putiiria tlior' . Si 'fi'Iic 
tifjt Bint / BErua corpuB illflt' ft non ostmiiant 
tjilacein farirm tuam all iilas . ©rrgorius . 
(■SuauiB q's iustuB sit . tu in })ac bita no tirbrt 
ESSE BEcuc ijj nrsiit quo finr Bit tEtminantius . 

This printed tract differs entirely from tlie MS. ia the 
British Maseum, Royal 13 A xiv, "De Xti infantia," bnt 
agrees partially with the "Evangelium InfantiiB" attributed 
to St. Jamea, and printed in voL i of the " Codex apocryphna 
Novi Testamenti," by Fabricius. 

The only Existinq Copt known ia in the Royal University 
Library, Gottingen. It is in good condition, and was pur- 
chased in 1746 of Osborne, for this library, at 15H (1). Ames 
described this very copy when in the library of Lord Oxford, 
but neither Herbert nor Dihdin could bear of its existence, 
nor discover it in the Harleian Catalogue. It ia there never- 
theless, among the " Libri Latiai. Quarto," and thus described, 
"Infaatia Salvatoris Tractatus, corio turcica, deawit. Land. 
apud Gaxtaa, sbis Loco." (See Caialogvs BiblioflieacB Sar- 
UiancB, vol v, page 252, No. 7008.) 



H"o. 19. — The Temple of Glass. Quarto. Sine ulld notd. 
(Anle 1479.) 

Collation. — Three 4" and one 5", unsigned, or 34 leaves, 
of which the 1st ia (1) blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — There is no title-page. The 
type is No. 2 only. Full lines measure 4 inches, and each page 
contains 23 lines. Without signatures or catchwords. 

After the blank the poem commences on the znd recto, with 
space for a 2-liue initiul, with director ; — 

. ^iit templE of Bias . 

f ®r t^oudftt conBtrrcnt Sc grntous ScuBnta 

dFor pcnstffjEl) antr fjigl) iislrw 
aro trt S iBfnt noto tf)is otfjcc njQfjt 
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Tlie Text eada at the foot of the 34tli recto, 

% mniE fl)at fitnggne anti gooilg of face 
' 0011) so ti)]} tuns anti yut tjit in f)cr Qiace 

. tK^ipIUit tf)e tmtplr of g(as . 

There seemB no doubt that this was one of the less favoured 
compositioaa of Dan John, although by some writeta it has 
been attributed to Hawea. It was reprinted by Wynken de 
Worde. 

The only Existing Copt is in the Public Library, Cambridge 
(AB. 8, 48. s). It is perfect, excepting the blank (1) leaf, and 
was fonaerly bound with other pieces in a volume already 
described at page 301. Measurement S^ k 5^ inchea. 



No. 20. — Thh CHOBia AND THE EiRD. Quarto. First Editio 
Sine vlla noid. {Ante 1479.) 

CoLiiATioif. — One 5°, or 10 leaves, of which the ist is blank. 

Ttpographicai. Pabticulahs. — There is no title-page. The 
type need is No. 2 only. Full lines measure 4 inches, and each 
page contains three verses of "Balad Eoyal," or 23 lines, in- 
cluding a blank line between the stanzas. Without signatures 
or catchwords. 

After the blank the poem commences on the 2nd recto, space 
being left, with a director, for the insertion of a 2-Iine initial 

The Text begins thus :— 

tp iSoftlmES of ottit liKnfs nnlj fiQurcis 
?aaf)ic1)E prouglj fjtn fnirtuo' of sentence 
e Text ends on the loth verso, 

©00 Utell ^uager anli recoinanfte me 
®nto me maistet tott$ tmntilE affection 
9Sesefee fi]im lotolg of mcrcj) anl) P8tc 
®f tljB xutf mafesng to fjaue compassion 
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35. An AdvertiBement ...••. 1477-78? 

36. Directorium. First Version . • • • 1477-78 1 

37. Horse. Second Edition ..... 1480 ? 

38. Psalterium, &c. ..... 14S0-83? 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE No. 3. 



No. 35. As Adtkrtibemest, Lorig Octavo. Westminster. No ' 
Date. (About 1477-78.) 
Ttfooraphical Particolabs. — The type is a]l No. 3, the ' 
whole advertisement being eompriaed in seven lines, unevenly ' 
spaced, tliB longest measuring five inches. The verso is blank. 

Sf it plcse ons man spirituel oc tnnporel to i^e ons 
PSes of Itoo anl) tiixe comtmoTacuis of snlisfauri hst 
tnpimtiti afffr t^t fotmf of tffis vxtstt Irttrr tofjir^c 
trn tori aria Inilg torrrrl/Iatc tpm coinE 10 toratmo; 
nrstft in to tt)c aimonfstBe at tfte xttii pale mti Je sfial 
!)aue tt)em gooli ciirpE . ■ . ■ 

Bupplico fltft rcliula 

Ebmarss. — This ia an interesting relic, not only as giving n 
the name of the house inhabited by our first printer — the Ked- 
pale ("reed" was commonly used by Caiton for "red")- — but 
also OB a specimen of advertisemetita in the fifteenth century. 
Although small in size, it may also be considered as the earliest ' 
instance known of a " broadside " printed in this country. 

Our printer was not alone in advertising his books, although, 
from the fugitive nature of such productions, specimens are very 
rarely to be found. An interesting list of books printed by ' 

I at Nurembaig, in the fifteenth century, is in tho 
Biitiali Museum (C. 18. e. a. 27), to which is attached tfas I 
following heading: — "Cupientea emere libros infra notatoflj 



vonient ad lioapicinin siibnotatum Veaditorem habituri largjssi- 

The " Pja " * ^aa a collection of rules to show the prieat how 
to deal (under every possible variation in Easter) with the ooa- 
currence of more than one office on the same day. In reading 
Caxton's Advertisament the question arises, — In what respect 
did the " pyes of two and three commemorations of Saliaburj 
use" differ from the ordinary pyesof Salisbury use? The Very 
Reverend Canon Eock, D.D., has kindly placed at my disposal 
an explanation which confines the " pye of two commemota- 
tiona" to the rules tor Easter and Whitsuntide, and the "pye 
of three commemorations " to the rules for Eaater, Whitsuntide, 
and Trinity.t Caxton's Advertisement, therefore, refers to 

' The jPtcn type of printers is conunool; sappoaed to derive iti naine 
b^om having been used for printing the earl; "Pica aeu Directoriam. " I 
have aearohed Id vaio Binong the earliest editions of the Dicectorium tor & 
copy printed in types approaching the size of Pica. Thej are inortJj tba 
size of modem Brevier. 

f "Eaater being a moveable feast, and ruling the time for Septuagesima, 
Seuigeainia, and Qiunc[uageBiina Simdaya, and the beginning of Lent, M 
well as the Sundays tor Wbitsnntide and the beginning of Trinity, makea 
great and ever-reourring alterations in the Servioe of the Calendar on 
Skints' days. Henoa waa it to ahow the Cleric at a glance how to com- 
memorate the Saints' days that came in the everchanging times of Lent, 
Eaater, Whitsuntide ; and the Octave of the Trinity, the Pica began by 
giving a table of the Dominical letters, which make the keys of all the rest 
□t the Ptai,- and after such a way DO matter what month or week Easter 
might fall on, the maimer of commemorating the Saints' days happening 
then, or of putting them oS till another time, was acnurately described for 
all variations. But as the chief variations in keeping the Saints' days 
happened at Eaater and its following week— at Whitsuntide and its week 
or Octave — and at Trinity and ita Octave ; and, as daring these three 
great feasts, with their Octaves, the occurring feast itself was chietly 
celebrated with mere mention, or Collect, or Commemoration ; and aa 
people in Caxton's days bad not printed Init handwrittim Breviaries with- 
out the Pica or Pye in them, Caxton printed, to supply their want, " pyes 
of two and three commemorationa,"— that is to say, directions for saying 
the whule office of imo Octaves or Commemorationa, say of faster and 
Whitsuntide, and of three Octaven, Easter, Whitaimtide, and Trinity, It 
ihould be borne in mind, as I have pointed out in C. 4, ;i, 139 of "The 
ChuToh of OUT Fathers," that the Laity as well as tha Clergy used to say 
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separately published portions of the common " Ditectoriam seu 
Pica Sarum," applicable, perhaps, to the current year only. In 
the succeeding article is described a " Pica," which, in some 
particulars, agrees entirely with Caston'a description. 

A poor copy is among the Douc^ fragments in the Bodleian ; 
aud a good one, formerly in Dr. Farmer's library, at Althorpe. 

It has been au^sted that the firat line being very abort, 
tbe syllable co has accidentally dropped out, and that the text 
should read "to buy any copies," &c, ; but thu word "copy," 
in that sense, was unknown in the fifteenth century. 



No. 36,— DiREOTOHiCMjaEuPiCASAnuM. Firat Version. Quarto. 
Sine ulldnotd. (Abaui 1477-8.) 



ITo perfect copy of this book being known, the Collatioit 
is necessarily omitted. The four fragments from the covers of 
the St, Alban'a " Eoothius " are four separate half sheets in 
quarto, making a total of sixteen pages. 

Ttpogbaphical Pabticulabs. — Only one type. No. 3, is 
used in these fragments. The lines are not spaced out to one 
lengtb. The longest measure 3^ inches. A. full page baa 32 
lines. Without signatures, or catchwords, or printed folios to 
the leaves. There are no initial letters, nor is there any space 
left for them. The whole is in very contracted Latin. 

Bkuares. — There can be no doubt that this was the product 
of Gaston's press, as all the circumstances connected with it 
tend to prove. It was extracted from the covers of a book 
■which was evidently bound in Caxton's workshop, and for the 
binding of which he had used waste sheets from the press (see 
anis, page 215). The fragments belonging to known books 
were all printed by Caxton before 14S1 ; while the "Advertise- 
ment" and " Directorium," reasoning from the moasurement of 
the lines and their uneven length, were certainly printed before 

the Breviary. Hence Cfixton'a invitation to bay his "pyes " to tlie I^tf 
too. — Extnui from, a l^ter ta J, f. QtmldiTig, Eiq., Jrom ^e Very JBev. Canon 
Bock, D.D. Ftbruary, 1862. 
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1480, and probably about tlie same time as the later est of 
qnarto poetic pieces, i.e., about 1478. 

THa " Directorimu " ia not the same veraion as tliat printed 
by Caston, about 14S6, in type No. 5, and a second edition of 
which waa issued a few yeara later in typo So. 6. These last 
are the text revised for Bishop Rothurham, founded upon an 
earlier version, of which latter the leaves under notice appear to 
be a portion. 

Formerly in the library of the St. Albau's Grammar School; 
they oi'e now in the British Museum. 



No, 37. — Hobs ad csum Sarum, Second Edition. QuaTto. 
{14S0-S3.) 

So perfect copy being known, the Collation is of necesaity 
omitted. The following remarks are made from three frag- 
menta rescued from the St. Alban'a "Boethius," already 
noticed. 

Ttpoqrafhical pAitTioiiLARa, — The only type used, judging 
from these fragmenta, was No. 3. The lines are spaced out, 
and measure 3I inches. A full page has 20 lines. The initiab 
and paragraph marks are not inaerted. 

The first fragment, a quarto leaf printed on both sides, but 
very defective, oontaina part of the " Suffragia of the Three 
Kiaga," which are among the additions to the fiiat part of the 
"Primer;" and in an early edition by Wjnken de Worde, 
immediately precede the Latin "Fifteen Oea." 

The second fragment is also but one leaf, and contains the 
commouceiuent of Part II of the " Hor£e," the " Ne Eeminis- 
caris " being the anthem belonging to the Seven Penitential 
Psalms, 

, The third fragment consists' of two pages of prayers, con- 
taining the first of the "Fifteen Oes" in Latin, and some 
prayera near the end of the Litany, 

EKHARKfl. — As all the "Fifteen Oea" and the Litany, aawell 
US other prayers, intervene between the two pagoa of the third 
fragment, it ia evident they were not intended to be printed oa ■ 



k^ 
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one sheet; tliis, added to the fact that the paper is printed 
only on one side, makes it clear that these are proof pages. 

This edition of " Horae " is entirely unknown to any of our 
bibliographers, and was doubtless a second edition of that 
already noticed at p. 191. 

These fragments, now in the British Museum, were pur- 
chased in 1874. They were formerly in the library of King 
Edward VI Grammar School, St. Alban's, 



No. 38. — PsALTBRiUM, ETa Quarto, Sine uUd notd. (1480- 
83?) 

Collation.— a It^tfiffiklVXnopqt^^t^XVi 

are 4°*, with a i blank ; but as only one copy is known to be 

in existence, and that imperfect, no complete collation can be 
given. 

Typographical Particulars. — There is only one type, 
No. 3, used throughout the work, excepting for the signatures, 
where the Arabic numerals belong to type No. 2. The lines, 
which are spaced out, measure 3! inches, and a full page has 
20. Without printed folios or catchwords. Space for the 
insertion of 2 to 4-line initials, generally without director, is 
left at the beginning of paragraphs. The signatures are in 
letters and Arabic numerals, a mode of signing used by Caxton 
only between the years 1480 and 1483. 

The book doubtless commenced with a blank leaf for a i, 
which is wanting in this copy. 

The Text begins at the head of a 2 recto, thus : — 

Sttfil tnim t^t in f)at bita 
n xat^mii in quo poiS(0ttmu0 fo:^ 

miliwciw inf^ttnt treo q' ii^ 
umi0 laulii&u0* ^uUu0 ^'m xaox^ 

" Jheronimus super Psalterium " ends on a 6 recto, and is 
followed by two prayers and a metrical hymn. 
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The Psalter finishes on sig. t 3 recto, and is followed by the 
Canticles, Te Deum, Athanasian Creed, a general Litany, in- 
cluding most of the prayers now in use, and ends imperfectly 
on sig. g 7 verso. There is an eighth leaf, which at first sight 
is very defective, seeming to be g 8 ; in fact it is an intercallary 
leaf, consisting of two pages accidentally omitted between t 7 
and X 8, and bound up wrongly after g 7, the real g 8 being 
absent. 

As these typographical blunders suggest that the compositor 
worked from a printed and not a manuscript copy, we may well 
believe that this is not the first edition of the work. 

The only copy at present known is in the British Museum, 
having formed a portion of the old Royal Library. It has 
the initials M. R. (Queen Mary I.) on the back of the volume, 
and was recognised as being printed with Caxton*s types by Mr. 
BuUen of the British Museum, through whose hands it passed 
for re-cataloguing. ^ 
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Ko. 39. — Teh CnRONicLEa op Ekglakd. Folio. "Empryrttfd 
by me William Caxtmi in thahbey of Westmymtre." 
June loih, 1480. First Edition, with short commas. 

Collation, — Prologue and taLIe a 4'', signed (j, iij, and il'lf, 
the first leaf being blank, a. (a j blank) tlCtirfflt)ifelmnn 
|l 4 r S t UI are 4""; g i^ * 3"- Total 182 leaves, of whicli 
two are blank. 

Typographical PARTicrmAna. — There is no title-pnge. Tjpe 
No. 4 only is used. There are forty lines to a full page. The 
lines are spaced out to an even length, and measure 4f inches, 
Tlie Bignatutes are in lower-case letters and Arabic niunerals. 
Spaces left for the insertion of initials. Without folios or 
catchworda. The short comma ( , ) only is used. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows on aig. \\ 
recto, the Test beginning, with a apace for a s-line initial, 

ift tijc grw; of tiiBncainacJon nf out Uirt ^i)u «ist M. 

ffiffl*D:<B.U:ix.aiU) in ti)e xx.-Qtxt of ti)E iSfflne of 
3J ftBttg (Elitoac'ti t})E fourtljc / 'BMt rfqueBtE of tigticrre 

Bciitilmm S i&^"f tntinioiirt mt lo rnprmfc lije tro: 

ni'cltB of Crnslont as in ifjis tcoftr gijall ig Ite Biif= 
ftaunrEDffloii folobiE/Snti fo tljrntiE tSaf mcrs inon mag 
s« anXi 



The Chronicle ends on the sixth recto of sig. J 



the V 



being 



Ctua tn^rtl) ttis ytrstnt tiooliE of tfiE croniclrs of 

Englon^ / nip'n | IrU Iig mr iMiltiam fflaiton 3tn rtiatifire of 
toEStmj)HStcc 6j) lon^on | JFengsstiti a«li artomjiliSBljili 
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tife X . hag of 3iuBn ttc fitre of t!)in= | cainacion of out Inlr 
flob iKl.Cteieiffi.lJrii.anti in tlje xi.'sm of | tfte ngw 
of ftgnfi fffititoarli tftr fottrtt 

EEstARKs. — The use of short cominiis, which chajacterieea the 
early state of this type, would induce U3 to give priority to tbia 
edition over the other, in which tlie long eommaa are need, 
independently of any printed date. 

The history here printed by Cazton differs tut little from 
the "Cronicle of Brute," one of the most popular of th« 
fifteenth and sixteenth century books. It is, however, carried 
further than any manuscript chronicle I have seen, and it 
appears probablo that, as any writer who felt competent made 
his own additions in transcribing, bo Caxton added more or 
less to his copy, and brought the history dovra, as he acknow- 
ledges having done ia " Polycronicon," to the battle of Towtoa 
The old " Cronicle of Brute" was so caUed from the opening 
chapter which describes the settlement of Bnitua, the descen- 
dant of j'Eneaa, in Britain. The respective parts due t*i 
Nennius, Douglas of Glastonbury, and Geoffi'ey of Monmouth, 
are probably too obscure to determine. The St, Albans 
Chronicle, printed two or three years later, and in types some- 
what resembling those of Caxton, is the same text, interpolated 
throughout with a history of the Popes and ecclesiastical 
matters. This, and the edition of Machlinia (Carton's text), 
about the same date, are not unfrequently catalogued ertone- 
ously as from Caxton'a press. 

One of the most rare books from the early Dutch Press ia a 
reprint of Caxton'a text by Gerard Leeu. 

This work ia often coiled " Caxton'a Chronicle " by old 
writers, probably from the publicity he gave it both as editor 
and printer, and he is often blamed for its inaccuracies, 
although, with the exception of the last few pages, he had 
nothing to do with its compilation ; nor indeed does he in any 
way lay claim to it. 

Of this edition with the short commas there are copies 
at Cambridge, Bodleian (2), St. John's, OxfoKl, Hunterian 
Museum, Glasgow, and Lambeth Palace. Six are ia privatfl 
hands. 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE NO. 4. 



No. 40. — The Description of Britain. Folio. " Fynyslied 
ly me WUUam Caxton," No Place. i8?A Aiujust-, 
14S0. 

CoLLATios. — Three 4" and one 3", unsignei Thirty leaves, 
the last being blank. 

TTPoaRAPeiCAL Paktiodlars. — There is no title-page. 
Type No, 4 only ia used. There ore forty lines to a full page. 
The lines are spaced oat to an even length, and measure 4J 
inches. Spaces left for the iceettjon of initials. Without 
signatures, folios, or ' catchwords. The eignaturea were pro- 
bably omitted on account of the limited extent of the 
work. 

The Text begins, on the verso of the first leaf, thus : — 

J^it is so tijat in inang ani IsiutrBc plarrs tfjc comj)n 
cconules 1 of nislonti brn Jalj anlj also noiu late cnptinteli 
at bustnisnstte | 

and ends on the 29th recto, 

latrt tfiE 6oofE of ^Uolictoniton into rnBliflsS / dFengsB^eti 
tg mr I toilliam QTailon (l)e xWi . irag of 2lugusl tftf jjctr of 
out lor^i goli I iM . (RdtiSiS . Ixxx . anti tl)E xx . jiere of tl)c 
ugne of ftgng «?litoart | tiif fourt^c . 

Eemahrs. — " Tlio Description of Britain " is one of the 
chapters out of Kaiph Higden's " Polycronicon." Caxton 
printed it as a supplement to the Chronicles, and evidently 
intended it to follow on after the termination of that work. 
The blank leaf at the end instead of the beginning favours this 
idea. 

It ia improbable that a second edition of "The Description 
of Britain " was issued, as no copy with the long conunaB (/) 
has yet been found. 

Copies are in British Muaemn, Cambridge, Oxford (3), 
St. John's, Oxford, Lambeth, Glasgow, and four in private 
libraries. 
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JSo. 41. — CuKiA Sapibnti^; ob thb Court of Sapikhck 
Folio. Without Printer's Name, Place, or Date. (1481!) 
CoLLATios. — a fi [ Ir arc 4°", E is a 3" = 38 leaves, of whkli 
I tile first is blank. 

I TrpoGRAPniCAL Paktiqitlahs. — There is no title-page. 3Tw 

I type is T\o. 4 throughout. The whole work ia m " Balad 

Eoyal," or stanzas of seven, lines, of which there ore five lo 

each page. Without iolioa or catchwords. Space b left for 

I the insertion of 3-line initials. 

After ft Llank the Test begins on a if recto, with apace for a 
3-line initial, with director, 

5^e laficro' & p' "lOBt ntErueglo' tofritca 
(!5f Bapicnce sgn firstE reptli itature 
t iHg purpos IB to trll as toriten tlttbts 
an^ sprrgallB Srt moosf nolatlt cute 

The Text ends half-way down the second column, on tha 
I sixth TeisD of signature t, 

I Igugng / tiEirfuI totriEics / anlj 

lirtliEful iel3EB ol ioije anl] of 
jEfine 

Remarks. — The only manuscript copy of this poem ja 
preserved in the library of Trinity College, Camhridge. It 
belonged formerly to John Stow, who has noted several omis- 
sions in the text, as compared with some other copy, probably 

I the printed edition ; and who has written over the top, " By 
John Lydgate." The poem itself is headed "Here heginnoth 

I B hrief compiled treatise called by the Author thereof Gtaia 

I Sapieniiw." 

The following deBcription by OlJys is taken from Bih Hart. 

' VoL ni, No. 3313 : " Though neither the author's nor printer's 
name appears to this poem, it was visihly enough printed by 
Caxton and composed by Lidgate, had we not the authority of 
John Stowe for it, in the catalogue of his writings. The author 
tells us it was written at the command of his Sovereign (■aes- . 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE NO. 4. 



SS» 1 



haps King Hen. V), and it seeuiB to be one of the Bcaroest of 
. hia pieces extant There seems to he more invention in it and 
Tariety of matter than in most other poems of hi3 composition, 
I displaying, after a copioua debate between Mercy and Truth, 
Justice and Peace, a distinct survey throughout the palace and 
domains of Sapience, of all the products of nature, in distinct 
chapters, and of arts and sciences ; with his further reference, at 
the end of each, to the authors who have written on them." 
Ames says {T;/p. Ant, page 67}, after quoting the whole of the 
"Prohemium," "I take Caxton to be the poet or author, by 
the above verses," This opinion was perhaps too readily 
adopted. Although there is a curious paraUel between the 
poet's statement of his rude and corrupt speech, and the apolt^ 
of Caxton in his additions to " The Kecuyell " for hia " vnper- 
fightness " in English, owing to his having been educated where 
waa "spoken as brode and rude englisah as is in ony place of 
englond;" and although we know that Caxton could put 
together a few verses, as in the instance of the last two stanzaq. 
of " Moral Proverbs ; " yet, judging from the literary ability of 
his known works and translations, we should hardly be justified 
in aseribing the authorship of " Curia SapientiiB " to him. The 
plan of this work, in which theology, geography, natural history, 
horticulture, grammar, rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry, music, 
and astronomy are all in turn described, was certainly too high 
a flight for our printer. 

The titles given to this boolc, " The werke of Sapience " and 
" Tractatus de Fide et Cantus famule sue," adopted by Ames 
and other bihhographers, were taken from the first and last 
lines of the poem. The proper title, "Curia Sapientis," 
appears at the end of " Liber Primus." 

Caxton's edition is very scarce. St. John's, Oxford, and Earl 
Spencer, have copies, and fragments are in the Bodleian and 
the British Museum. This last Hbrory is inaccurately stated by 
Dibdin to possess a perfect copy. 
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No. 42. — Thb History op Godfrbt op Bolotnb; ob thb 
CoNQUBST OF Jebusalbil FoUo. Printed the 20th 
NoveinbeVy in the Abbey of Westminster^ by WiUiam 
Caxton, 1481. 

Collation. — a is a 3"*, with a J blank ; i a 2*^, i i being 
blank; i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, i5i ^^ 16 
are all 4", 17 is a 3"*= 144 leaves, of which two are blank. 
Excepting the first two gatherings, the signatures are entirely 
in Arabic numerals. Dibdin corrects Ames, and says he 
counted 146 leaves, but Ames Was right. 

Typographical Particulars. — There is no title-page. The 
type is entirely No. 4. A full page has forty lines, which are 
of an even length, and measure 4f inches. Without folios 
or catchworda Space at the commencement of chapters is left 
for the insertion of 3 to 7-line initials. 

The volume commences with a blank leaf, after which follows 
the prologue, the Text beginning on a 2, with a space for a 
4-line initial, 

l^e j^ge couraggoujs; fagtejs; / anli balgaunt uU% til 

t nolile ^llu!e(trou0 anli bertuou^ perieconne^ int Irigne 

to ie recounteli / put in memorge / anli toreton^ to tjenie 

tjat tf)er mag lie gguen to tf)em name gfnmortal ig %f^ 

iieragn laulie anli pregsgng* 9lnlr also for to moeue anli 

tenflato 



ending half-way down the recto of the sixth folio of sig. 1 7, 
the verso being blank, 

mgng ♦ toi)ici)e liooofe 3J i^flan in tnarcj&e t^e xi\ irage ani 
fgngs^ I ^W^ tfie bit trag of 3fuB« / tf)e gete of our tori • 
M ♦ (ffifflfflffi * linj I ^ t|e tl)e xxj gere of tje regne of our 
saglf isaueragn lorlr fegng ©tj | toarli tj^e fourth . <& in tj&iie; 
maner jiette in forme ^ enprgntelr tl)e | xx irag of nouem:^ 
ire tje gere a forsagtr in tiiaiiag of toestmester | ig tj&e 
saitj toglliam (ffiaxton 

In the British Museum is a splendid manuscript of this 
work, a large folio, on vellum, fifteenth century, with numerous 
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I iUuminationa, The character of the writing ia very similar t 

I the lai^e type of Colard Mansion, and it begins " Les anciennee 

I histoireB diet que eraclea fut moult bon x'pien et gonnemeur de 

' lenapire de romme." The text ia without doubt the original of 

' C ax ton's tranglation, with which it agrees chapter for chapter, 

but is carried much further than the death of Godfrey, with 

I Tvliich Caxton concludes. The author appears to be imtnown- 

An edition was printed nt Paris, in 1500, with the title 

"Les faits et Geates de preux Godefroy de BoviUon et de see 

chavalereux freres Baudouin et Eustache." 

Copies are in the British Museum, Cambridge (2), Imperial 
Library, Vienna, Htmterian College, Glasgow, Bristol, Gottin- 
gen, besides four in private libraries. The copy belonging to 
S. Holford, Esq., ia specially interesting j it is in its original 
vellum cover, and contains the following interesting notice ; — 
"Thiswafl king Edw. y" fourth Booke." Also the autographs, 
"p'tinetKogeroThomey,"and "Bob' Wellbome," Theformer 
of these names is worth a comment, because it throws some 
doubt upon the accuracy of the previous notice. Koger Thomey, 
like other literary mercers of his time, was probably a friend and 
supporter of Caxton ; he certainly patronised his successor, 
Wynken de "Worde, as the following lines from the "Poly- 
chronicon " of 1495, show 1 — 



" W jaken de Worde o£ vertuoua entent 
"Well to coiTBCte, and gretelj hym comforted, 
" This q)ecyal boke to make aud eette in prente. 



How then did Roger Thomey become possessed of the copy 
of " The History of Godefroy of Bulloyn," belonging to his 
king? On the inside cover is also the book-plate of Sir John 
Dolben, Bart,, of Finedon, in Jiforthamptonshire. This volume 
was sold among the books of Secondary Smyth, in 1682, and 
passed into the library of the Earl of Peterborough. It was 
afterwards in the Vernon collection, which is now included in 
that of Mr. Holford. 



L 
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So. 43. — LETTTSflS OF LUSCLGEHCI TROJf JoBANHES DB GuBUB, 

ALUS De LiLna, oacxD ex 1481 on thz adthobitt Of 

Pope Sdctub IV, fob iasBTASOK AeAiNfiT thb Tthkb. 

Ob PiiTchment. 1481 

Tbia indulgence is represented b;f two slips of panjunent, 

extracted from the St Albaa'a "Boethios," {Sea 

page a IS.) 

Originally ia one, the document was cut in two pieces by 
Caxton'a binder, who naed them for strengthening the back of 
the book. They were pasted, one at the beginning and 01 
the end, down the whole length, inside the boards. When the 
volume was dissected they were, unfortunately, subjected to the 
usual soaking in water. This has entirely changed dieii 
original appearance, as the print has necessarily participated 
In the shrinking of the parchment From personal examina- 
tion, while the fragments were ia the original state, the follow- 
ing particulars are obtained : — 

TrpoGBAPHiCAL PAETICDLAB3, — The Type is all No. 4. 
The lines, which are spaced to an even length, measured nine 
inches. The complete document, apparently, contained 13 

The second slip containing the date, ia as follows : — 

mutare lifirre rt lictte | . et singuloru fCbt pcis 

senlES Biailli gmissicriiiB intmlgEciani tt Tjisiitnsarionu 
sanrtt crnciatE qu . . 1 mus et ftcimits apprnsione torn 
. . in / Balum lie mrnsis | 

(fftfffffl. liiii . ac pontificalus prcfati sanciisstm: liomini 
iiositi to . ini Stxti pape . . 

The two slips, now measuring each 7J le 1 inches, were 
originally about 1 1 x a inches. They are now in the British 
Museum. 

'So. 44. — LbTTERS of InDOLGESCE I3BUED IN I481, OS TBM 
AUTHORITY OF PoPB SIXTU8 IV, H)R A3313TANCK AGAINBT 

THE Turks. Second Edition. On Parchment, i48t. 
Tho type is all ffo. 4. The lines are spaced to an sreoi 
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length. The whole document ia printed on one side of a slip 
of paper. 

The only two copies known are paated inside the " Royal 
Book" printed by Caxton, and now in the Bedford Library, 
Bedford: They measure 8x6 inches, A slip of parchment 
coataining four linea of the same Indulgence wqh discovered by 
Mr, Eradshaw in the Library of King's College, Cambridge. 



Ho. 45. — The Chrokiolks op England. Folio. " Em- 
jm/nted by me imlliam Caxton In thabhey of wert- 
medre" Odoler ith, 1482. Second Edition, with long 
eommae. 

CoLiATiON. — Prologue and title a 4", signed ij, \i), and ijij, 
the first leaf being blank, a (a ( blank) Iictiefg})ifelmn 
0P5rStUIarQ4";5 isaj. Total 182 leaves, of which 
two are blank. 

Typographical Pakticularb. — There is no title-page. Type 
No. 4 only is used There are forty linea to a full paga The 
lines are spaced, out to an even length, and measure 4 j inohei 
The signatures are in lower-case letters and Arabic numerals. 
Spaces left for the insertion of initials. Without folioa or 
catchwords. 

The above collation and particulars are identical with those 
of the first edition, described at page 247, unte. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows on aig. 
ij recto, the Text beginning with space for a 4-line initial, 

£l H&ESEtEof tfignraniargonof outltrrtSitmaiBt^ 
(TCtCffl/liii/llnlr in \%s ix efrt of tfieKfBneoE 

i fegng ifftitoatli tfie fourtf) / atte rntucst of IjjjuerBe am 
tgluini 3i $aue eniifujjrjil) mc to mprcntr tlje ittro= 

njitlw of ©ngionlf / as in tfiis lioofe slial ifi Hje siiffraunce 

«f fioa 

The Test ends on the sixth recto of aig. JJi '^^ verso being 
hUnk, 
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3ri)usr tnlttt) tf)is vrtBcnf took at ti)t <ffnmBrlE8 of 
ffingloni / (CnprBiitrt tip me ?iiB3iIliam tCaiton Sn tiiaii6eB 
of tocBlmfStte bjj lonlron / jFengsstjcl] / an* accomplpssjBl 
tijE / hiil / Sas of ©ttotrc / Cie strt of ttjt Knramacson of 
owr lori ©oi / fH / tftiKatai / torij anti in rt)E iiii Bert of 
tte want of fegnfi iEiitoart ti]E fourtti 

Copies are in the British Museum (2) and Oxford, with three 
itt private libraries. 

Ko. 46. — PoLYCBOSicoN. Folio. "Impi-i7itedajid set in forme 
hy ma William Caxlon." Without Place or Date. 
Translation ended 2nd Jidij, 148a. 

C0LI.ATION. — a & are 4", with the first leaf of a blank ; ffl is 
a a"; sigB. i to 28 are 4"", the first and 5th leaves of sig. i 
being blank ; sig. 28 is followed by an unsigned single sheet, of 
which bat one leaf is printed, the other being blank ; 29 to 48 
are 4"; 49 a 2"; 50 to 55 are 4°*, with the last leaf of 55 
blank; sig. 50 is followed by 53, sig. 51 being accidentnlly 
omitted = 450 leaves, of which five are blank 

TrpoGRAPHicAL PAUTicDLiRs. — There is no title-page. The 
type is all Ko. 4. The lines, which measure 4J inches, are 
fully spaced out, and forty make a full page. Space is left 
at the beginning of the chapters for the insertion of initials. 
The first gatherings have the signatures in Eomoji numerals, 
but all the reat are signed with Arabic numerals. After the 
introductory matter folios are introduced, although with many 

The Text, preceded by a blank, begins on sig. % 2 recto, with 
space for a 4-line initial, 

B litEfe t^anfeunflfS latolic A: IjoiiQiirE tor inrrjitor50iis= 
Ij) bm bouniiE to BEftc nnti offrs bnto torjtEts of Ijsfti 
totpES/tatirftc atrttlii Jjaiir prouffjtEli outE mortal 
Ipf/tijat s|)EtoE bnto tljE tciicrB anii iicrErs ftp tlje 

tneamplES of itsngts 9o.s%& j toljat tijsngr is lo Iie itSBieti / 
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The Text ends an the recto of 55-7 ; the verso and 55-8 
lieing blank. 

totstpngc/ *!?ntrt Hir Bftonli linji of 3iUBlI t^t xxii bcm 
nf tfte rrgne o£ fegnsc ie*toarttt)E fowilli ,V of ti)c 3iicar= 
nation of oute loc^ a tliousanli foui: ijonlin'ti tonxt stott 
anlr ttoesitr/ 

^FgnsssSfl) pre Cajton 

Bbmarkb. — Few of Cnxton'a books have excite J more 
mtercst and research than the " Polycronicon." It appeaia 
to have had its origin with Koger, Monk of St "Werberg, in 
Chester, who, about the beginning of the fourteenth century, 
made an extensive compilation in Latin from several of the old 
chronicles and works on natural history then in existence. 
Ealph Higden, of the same monastery, who died before r36o, 
amplified this compilation, entitling his work, " Polycronicon ; " 
and thia, judging from the numerous copies still extant, had a 
very extended [wpularity. In 1387 Treviaa, chaplain to the 
Eari of Berkeley, translated the Latin of Higden into English 
prose. An account of Trevisa, with a history of his works, is 
given by Dr. Dibdin, in Typ. Ant. vol. L, page 140, who, how- 
ever, has not included in his list Trevisa'a English translation 
of the Gospel of Nicodemua {Addit. MS. 16165). Trevisa'a 
translation of theBible is expressly mentioned by Caxton in his 
prologue. Kearly a century later, Caxton " a little embellished " 
the antiquated text of Trevisa, which, together with a con- 
tinuation of the history to the year 1460, was finished on. 
July 2nd, 1482, and printed soon after; he entitled his 
continuation "Liber ultimus," and it is most interesting as 
being the only original work of any magnitude from our 
printer's pen. 

Caxton teUs ua very little of the sources of his information. 
He mentions two little works, " Pasciculus temporum " and 
"Aureus de Vniverso," from which, however, he certainly 
obtained but httle material for his "Liber ultimus," which 
treats almost entirely of English matters. 

As a specimen of the alteration made by our printer, when 
he "a lytyl embellyshed" the text aa rendered by Trevisa, the 
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following quotatioa is given, in which the consequences ol 
Man's fall are graphically described. The embellishment 
chiefly conBista in modernising the old English, althoo^ ben 
and there Caxton added sentences to the text. 



TEEVISA'S TEXT, 1387. 
(Hacleian MS., No 1900, fol. 9+6). 

From that day forthward 
ye body y' is corrupt by syne 
gieuey y° soule / Ye flesche 
cQuetiy azen* y' soule / and 
manes wittea torney & aa- 
aentith liztlich to euel A 
monea owne meynal wittea 
bey hia owne enemyes |[ So 
y* al a manea lif is tempta- 
cion while he lyuey hero in 
erye Also man is eii fnilyuge 
and aweyward . he may nouzt 
Rtidfaatlich abide he falliy 
Kitliche hot he may nouzt 
lightlich arise . P'iite is of 
birye sorrowe & care i lyuyng/ 
and man mot nedea deye 
And thoua alle oy° yat bey 
made haue schelles ■ ryndea ■ 
skynnes ■ wolle . heer . briatela • 
fethers ■ wyngea other akales ■ 
man is y bore wiyout eny 
helyng / naked & bar . anone 
nt his birye ho gyney forto 
wepe atte bygjTiyng liche to 
a best , but hia lymes failey 
hym & may nourt help hym- 
self . But he ia febler yan any 
oy' beate ■ he kan noon heipe ■ 
he may nouzt do of hymsclf 
but wepe wiy al bis myjite. 



CAX TON'S TEXT, 1483. 
(Sig, 10 4 TeiBo), 

Fro that day forth the boc^ 
that is corrupt by synne gien- 
eth the soule The fleashe 
coueytetb ayenste the soule 
and mannea wyttes tome and 
assente lightly to euyl A 
mannes oune meynal -wyttes / 
be hia owne enemyes / so that 
al mannes lyf ia in temptacion 
whylo he lyueth here in erthe . 
& the disposipon of the soule 
ruleth meynteneth / helpetb 
and conforteth the body / But 
ayeinward the wretched d^ 
poaicion of the bodye dia- 
tombeth the soule ■ Also mail 
ia euer fayllyng and wayward 
he may not stydf astly abyde / 
he falleth lightly but he may 
not lightly aryse / Profyt of 
byrth is sorow and cars in 
lyuyng and man must nedes 
dye And thaugh oil other 
that be made haue shellea 
ryndea skynnes . wolle heer 
briatela federa wynges owther 
akals / Man is bom withoute 
ony helyng or keneiyi^; 
nakede and bare / anone at 
hia birth , he gynneth for to 
wepe atte b^ynuyng lyke ■ 
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beest but his lynunes fayllea 
hjm and maye not helpe hym 
self ' but he is febler than ony 
other bceate / ho can noon 
helpe / he may nought doo of 
hym Be]f but wepe with al his 
myght No beest hath lyf 
more brutyl & vnseker / None 
hath Bekeiiesee mote grctuouB 
noon more lykyng to do othei- 
wyse than he shuld . none is 
more cruel AIbo other bestea 
loue euetyche othur of the 
Bome kynde . and dwell to 
gydei and be not cruel / but. 
to beestea of other kynde that 
he contrary to hem / But man 
tometh that maner doyng vp 
BO dowue and ia contrary to 
hymself and cruel to other 
men/ 

This is one of the most common of Caxton'a works, at least 
thirty copies being known, of which half are in various publio 
libtaiies. 1 



No best hay lif more brutel 
and vnsiker. Noon hay aeke- 
nesse more greuous ' noon 
more litynge to do oy'wise 
than he ^olde / noon is more 
cruwel Also oy' bestea louey 
eiieche oye of ye same kynde 
& woney to gedres & bey 
nouBt ciuwel but to beatea 
of other kynde y' ben con- 
trairie to hem But man 
tomey y' maner doyng vpao- 
dou & is contr'ie to hym self 
& cruel to oy' men 



So. 47. — The PiLGBrMAct: of the Sodi. " Emprynied al 
tseetmestre by wilHum Cuxion, and fynysshed the sixtJi 
day of June," 1483. 

Collation. — An unsigned 2", with the first le»f blank ; a ft 
C 1] e £ B i t 6 I m n are 4", with a j blank ; is a 3", with 
the last two leaves blank. Total 114 leaves, of which four are 
blank. 

TiFOGRArHiCAL pARTicoi.Aiis. — There is no title -page., 
The type tluoughout is No. 4. The lines are of an equal 
length, and measure 4J inches. A full page has forty lines. 
There ia a ronning head to the pages, and the leaves have 
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jirinteil Iol!o», miiii1n;rud very carelessly, Space h.na been left 
for lilio ineortion of 9, 3, and 6-lino initials. Commencing 
with B, Monk, the title and table follow on folio \\, wbkhis 
viiHigned. 

Tim Tiat Iji'hiiis, on the second leaf, thus: — 

JftAia ij 

Criiis liooft IS mlpticTi tf)E pplgrnnaije of t^e BotoIe/tranB= 
Inift II outc of dFinissije in to eFngiBSslje / toijictje booit is 
ftil otttruonle 11 mntnstoitci^snstiicsotiilr/an^inanj! qtits^: 
tfions asso^lrti to cau 11 se a man to Ipe tl)r tmer in ti)te 
tnorlti / anil it contrjinEtt) fcue II ioofeiB / as it apprettfi tr«= 
afift fij) «r!)ni)j)*i'ca 

Tlie Text ends on tlie fourth leaf of Big. 0, and the vetao d 
folio ists, 

JtJtK fnlirtt) IftE lumtE of psIfftemaBe of tfie Boutr ttaB»= 
laiii II out of dFrniss1)E in to iSnglegs^c toitj somfcoftat of 
atitiinoiiB/tt)E jjEtE of out lotii / jlfi.(ff«T.ar<!l / *r tijEclrn/ 
anil EntiFli) in Hje Slifjp || If of SEgnt UacttjolBinrto 

(PmprBnlrti at totBiincstrE fiy ?L2BiIliam €n.rton/anli 
f)jn))BBfirti II tf)B BJiti) liflj* of SuBn/ttEfiErE of oncloili/ 
jH-tfrtf-a-gr/ Imiir lianti tlje &rgt gEtc of tljE rrgnt of 
ftiinjjE «51ilDart tt)E fi)*(!)E / 1| 

Tliis is the only book from the press of Caston having the 
name of lidwai'd V ju the colnphaa 

KEHAitKa. — The common, custom among preachers of the 
Uiddle Ages of engaging the attention of their heareis by 
fpiriiiialUiiii} tales and even jests current among the people is 
well known, Tliis practice seems to have suggested to a monk 
named GuillBurao de Deguilleville the idea of moraiUinff the 
celebrated " Roman de la Rose." His poem vos divided into 
three parts, and completed about 1335- It L-ontaina more tbut 
36,000 lines, and its title is "Le Romant dee trois Pekrinagea." 
These three pi^iniages are " Ln pelerinage de la vie homaioe;" 
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" Le pelerinage de I'Ame ; " and " Le pelerinage du Jesiu- i 
Cliriat." Brit. Mua, Addit. MS. 22937 contEiins the threa f 
parts complete. Hone of these appear to have been printed. ] 
Not satiafied, however, with the result of bis laboura, Guillaunw 
ftgain set to work and recast the whole poem, with many ampli- 
fications and additional verses. This, wliich was finished about | 
1350, and of which a manuscript copy is in the Bib. Imp. 
Paris, 6988', ia the test of which several editions were issued I 
irom the early French press. 

Nearly a century passed when another monk, Jehan de 
Gallopes, transposed the rfiymes of DeguiUeville into Trenoli 
prose. This was with the object of modernising the old lan- 
guage, or, as he sayB, " pour esclaircir et entendre la matiere 
la contenue." Gallopes, however, apparently extended his 
labours no further than "The Pelerinage de I'Ame," and 
here we find the text used by the translator of " The Pyl- 
gremage of the Sowle," printed in 1483 by our William 
Caxton. Manuscripts of the proae " Pelerinage do I'Ame " 
are very scarce, but a perfect copy is in Bib. Imp. ParU, 'So, 
7086. 

Of the author and translators mentioned above, but little 
can be said. Guillaume de De^illeville was monk, and after- 
wards prior, of the Abbey of Chalis ; and this seems all that 
is known of him. His name appears in the later manuscripts 
as Guillaume de Guilleville, and is mostly so printed, but ia 
spelt correctly in some of the early Frencli printed editions. 
In a fourteenth century manuscript, already noticed, the name 
appears "de Deguilleville," and that this is the true ortho- 
graphy is placed beyond question by an acrostic, consisting of ' 
two "chansona" in the French text. Here the author has 
veiled himself in the initial letters of each line, and by putting 
these together we obtain his real name, " Guillaume de Deguille- 

" Jean de Gallopes, dit le Galoys," as we learn from the 
prologue to his French prose version, was the " humble chapel- 
Iain " to John, Duke of Dedford and Regent of France, for 
whom the translation was undertaken. It was, therefore, 
executed before the death of the Regent, in 1435, and there 
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I reason to Buppose that its author was an I^gliahman. 
In the Imperial Library, Paris, is a manuscript, mentioned 
by M. Paris {Z*» Msc. Fran^., vol v, page 132), entitled 
" Vie de Jesus Christ," which is attributed also to Gallopes, but 
which appears to be a different work from the third " Pilgrim- 
;e " of Deguillevilie. 

To John LjdgBte, monk, of Bury, is generally attributed the 
B&igliBh version of " The Pylgremage of the Sowle," and pro- 
* bably with truth, as some of the additional poems found here 
form a part abo of Lydgate'a well-known poem " The Life of 
our lady." He is also supposed, from internal evidence of 
Btyle, to he the author of "The Pilgrimage of man" (Cotton 
MSS; Vitel. C. xn), an English metrical translation of DeguiJle- 
■ville's " Pelerinage de la vie humaine." 

The niimerouB copies of the " Pilgrimages " still extant in our 

old libraries prove that they must have attained a considerable 

■ amonnt of popularity. In France there were several printed 

^editions, but in England, probably owing to the growth of the 

Reformation, "The Pylgremage of the Sowle," printed by Cax- 

ton, is the only known edition. 

Copies are in the British Museum, St, John's, Oxford, and 
Sion College, London ; also in the Althorpe and Britwell 
L Libraries. 

There is no connection whatever between this work and 

iBnnyan's "Pilgrim's Progress." Caxton's book treats of the 

I journey and trial of the soul after death, the only point in 

common being that both are supposed to happen in a dream, 

" The Pilgrimage of man " is nearer in idea, hut equally distinct 

f in treatment. 
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v2fo. 48. — A VocAunLAJtY IN French and English. 
iSine uM nold. 1483! 

Collation. — Two 4", and one 5", imsigned = 36 leaves, 
vthe first being, doubtless, blank. 

TTPOGKApniCAL Partiodlars. — There is no title of any sort 
B type is No. 4 throughout. 49 lines in double columa 
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{84 lines) make a full page, and the long lises : 

2§ inches. The words " Frensshe and " Englissh " appear 

as head-linea to every page. Without folios, catchwords, or 

initiais. 

The Text begins, in double column, on tlie and recto, 

JFtFiiBBljr iPngliBBi) 

tK)i comntEnfE la tafile JUitr fifflpnnrtf) tljc tablt 

Be cm prouffBtablc Bocfrinr ®t tftis jjroiiffptablc IcmungE 
Pout trouufr tout pnr ortirnt jFot to fjjn'bc all tg ortrt 
att qut on boultira aprenlirE JEftat toljicfjt torn iagllc lernr 

The Test ends, with seven lines on the z6th recto, thus; — 

jFtcnss^E CEnglissl) 

Ha Otace tic gainct ESprrft Cfje grace of tI)E Ijolg g^oost 

HeuI fnlurainfi Irs tuccs SSIbUe fnlpgljtc ttc iittttg 

JEe ctuLt qui If aprmtiront iDf fi)cm tftat sijntl IcntE it 

iSSt nouB ioinst pcrscuEcante SnlJ hg gi>ue prrSEueraunre 

ffin tonnes opctacions S" gooi totcfefs 

»Et apres ccBtt bic IransitotiE anti after tf)ts I^f transitorie 

ILa pathutafilc ioge & Qloxit UTtirtutrlaBtgng jopcantislone 

"A Book for Travellers" is the title given to this work in. 
Typ. Ani. voL i, page 315, but as there is no especial suit- 
ability in it for the use of travellers, and as from ita composi- 
tion it appears to have been formed with a scholastic aim, it 
lias been thought advisable to change so evident a misnomer. 

So manuscript of this compilation in French or English 
is known to exist, nor is there any clue to the author. 

A copy ia in each of the four following lihraries — Bipon 
Cathedra!, Eamborough Castle, Earl Spencer, and Duke of 
Devonahire. 



ITo. 49. — The Festiai. (Liber Festialis). Firat Edition. 

Folio. " Emprt/nted at Wesimynsler hy Wyllyam Caxttm 

tlie lade day of Juyn, 1483." 
Collation.— a 6 C i C E fl 5 i fe I m n are 4"', a f being 
blank; and ]l are 3"'=ir6 leaves, of which one is blank. 
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Ttpografhical Pabticulabs. — There is no title of any sort 
The type is entirely Xo. 4*, which here appean for the fint 
tima The lines, which are fully spaced ont, measure 5 
inchea. A fall page has 38 lines. Without folios or cateh- 
words. Space left for the insertion of 3 to 5-line initjala, 
with director. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the sermon for the iirst 
Sunday in Advent follows on sig. A tj, space being left for the 
insertion of a 5-line initial 

The Text begins thus : — 

iB}t0 lias i^ (<illslr tfie first 0on1ias of aliuent / t|at 
10 t^t 0onlias in 010190 comsng / ^pttbat |ols 
t cffixcf^t ttit0 lias matut^ xsumion of tj comjmgi0 
Cte fir0t coming ba0 to fise manftsnlre out of turn 
liage of tift lieupll mi to itgnqt manns0 suAbU to 
l)l900e / ^nli t^t0 otf)rr coming 0tal fie at t^t lias of }mm 

The Text ends on the sixth recto of sig. p, 

b0 t^at for b0 lieseti on t^e roolr tree / d^ni cum lieo patre & 
0pu II 0anrto btutt et regnat lreu0 ^^(iriBi / 

(explicit 

(j^nprgntrtr at azirsttngn^ter ig togllgam (Barton t^e la0te 
irag of Slugn anno liomint fft (tt(tt(tt(B Uiiiiij 

Tlio comi)iler of " Tlie Festial," John Mirkus, was a canon 
of tlio Monastery of Lillosliul, an old foundation in Shropshire, 
as W6 learn from a M8. copy of his work in the Cottonian 
Library. He says tliat, finding; many priests, from incapacity, 
were, like liimself, unable to teach their parishioners properly, 
ho had taken i)ains to compile sermons for all the principal 
feasts of the year, which he had extracted chiefly from the 
" Golden Legend." The omission of the prologue, by Caxton, 
as well as the fmal sermons on the Paternoster and Burial of the 
dead, makes us suspect that our printer had a copy imperfect 
at beginning and end. The subject of nearly every chapter 
in " The Festial " may also bo found in the " Golden Legend ; " 
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Imt, taking the two books, as pnnt«d bj Caxtoo, for eom- 
parison, it will be 6e«n that tha BBrmnM for tbe HotcsU« 
Feasts, with which each work commenee^ Imtb nolhii^ in 

conunoa but their subject, and that the histories of tha n 
ore treated very differentlj, and often disagree ervn in ' 
BuppoEed historical facts. The " Gotta BomaDonim " fimished 
many stories for the "Golden Legends," bat in "The Featia]" 
that mine of anecdotes has contributed still more kr;ely to 
tiia illustration and enfoTccment of the preacher's lemnrka 
"The Festial" is yet further remored from our Book of 
Common Prayer, with which it has been aseodated by some 
writers. With tha exception of the n&ines in the calendar there 
18 nothing in common between them. 

Although in Caxton's edition of this work it is entitely with- 
out a name, there seems no reason for giving il the Latin title 
by which it is generally known, "Ljber Feetiyalia." John 
Mirkus, its compiler, who wrote it in English, sajs, "I will 
and pray that it be called a Festial ; " and, accordingly, it was 
80 called by "Wjnken de Worde in several editions, by Bood of 
Oxford, and by other early printers 

Copies are at the British Museum, Bodleian, Lambeth, and 
Althorpe. 

No. 50.— ForR Seimoxs, etc. (Qcatuor Sermoxeb, etc.) 1 
First Edition. Folio. " Enprpit-d by Wylliam Caxtoa ] 
at Westmeitre." Without Dute. (1483 T) 

Collation, — a t c are 4", ^ a 3" = 30 leaves. N"o blanks. 

Ttpooraphioal Paktioularb. — There is no title. The type 
is entirely Na 4*. The lines are fully spaced out, and measure 
5 inches. A full page has 38 lines. "Without folios or catch- 
words. In this book we find, for the first time, the paragraph 
mark' (f used — a mark which never appears in the early state I 
of this type. 

The Test begins on sig. a (, with space for a 3-line initial, 
without director, 

ffic maBsiet of smiEHw in tfje Bctoni fiooc an^ tje 
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ficat|ll)Batgnclioit/saj}tfi tf)at tje snuecagn csujb/ 

tot)B flo* inatie i| al crcafurcg in ^men erttiEtir toatrt/ 

Inae Sis ounf BCioi= 1 nes / &b tfje toljicje i)e tooft t§at smne of 

On aig. i iff. recto, 

C JTlie ©tncraUt Smlfncc- 

©oil men ants tocmincn 31 iio sou to bnlicrsfDntt ffiat 

g saur f$at t)auB cure of Bour sotolfis be rommaumliBli of 

our ortEnarifB anB fig tlie coBBtstuiions anti tfjc laSSt 

of tolfi (1)iici)e lo sij^tot to bo" fouft tBtnES fig Hie :5tit 

in ftt^ A 4uaitec of ttft ^eu ones toften ttis pcple is most 

The Text ends on the sixth veiso of eig. b, 

resuticctionis glotia intrr sanitos rt clEcfos tuos trsussiiati 
tfspi IJ rent / prt ijiiistuni tiominm nostrum Smcn / 1 

enyrBittrt] i&B toslltam QTaiton at tofstmcstre/ 

Behasks. — The name of tho writer of these homUieg is not 
known, nor do they appear attached to any of the manuscripts 
of the Festial above noticed. That they were, however, printed 
by Caiton at the same time as the Festial appears evident from 
the identity of their typographical arrangements, strengthened 
by the fact of their being, in several instances, under tho same 
cover. That Caxtoa also intended to allow their separate use 
may, nevertheless, be deduced from the first gathering having S 
for its signature, and from the existence of some copies unac- 
companied by the Festial. In the Lambeth copy the sermons 
precede the Festiah 

The four sermons are thus apportioned : — 

1. On the Paternoster, the Creed, and tho Ten Command- 
ments. 

2. The Seven Sacraments, the Seven Deeds of Mercy, and 
the Seven Deadly Sins. 

3. A continuation of the subject of Deadly Sins. 

4. On Contrition, Confession, and Satisfaction. 

After the sermons are "The General Sentence or Commi- 
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nacion," aad two forms of bidding prayer, called " The Ledea 
on Sondaye," 

Every priest was obliged by the Canon Law to read the 
"Modus Fulminandi," or Comniination, and to preach at least 
one sermon every three months. These homilies appear to have 
been written for this purpose, and would probably meet with a 
good sale among the preaching orders of the clergy. 

Nine copies are known, of which two only are in private 



Ko. 51. — Servitifm tb VisiTATioKB B. Maru; YiRoisia. 
Quarto. Sine ul/d notd. ( 1 48 1-3). 
Collation. — One 4"= 8 leaves, of which the last is blank, 
Ttfographical Pabticulars, — The typo is entirely No. 4. 

The lines, which are fally spaced out, measure 3J inches in 

length; there are 26 lines to a full page. Without signatures, 

folios, or catchwords. 

The firat leaf is wanting in the only copy known. The 

second recto commences with apace for a 2-line initial, with 

director, 

P iSima atit mifii tunc aurora refulait & 

tornliis polo fugicntifif hmtriB relo ru 

itstmtt ytie btcunq^ a nottc ^istinit . tuc quo 

followed, on the same page, by — 

S.tctio BEita 

On the verso is — 

%tttiatm 'it ®mtV . p octauaa prima bi; 

giving the lessons for the week. On the fourth recto is — 

ah missam 3inftoiftis 

The sixth verso begins — 

©ratio sanrtiBsimi . J . n . Siiti papt quarff 

The Text ends on the seventh verso, two lines short of a full 
rage, 
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rt nultatm ypctua rmascamui; . $ec xpxn 



Hie atHj 'Easnsa Con is in the British Mnsenm (C 
r), kud, although vantii^ the fiist leaf, has tbe final blank 
Measuzeinent, S% x 5{ inches. 

KO. 51. — Sex fKWttWlJSTtaSOLg EriBTOL£ PER pKTItCV CAB' 

MBUAinni nfEKDAXx. Quatio. Per Willdmum Caaimt 
in ir<MtaioMnto*a (14^3.) 

Coil-iTlox. — a 1 t aw 4" = 24 leaves, of which B j i" 
hUnk. 

TcPOGRAPBiCAL PABTiCciABa — There is no title-page. The 
tTpw osed ai« Nos. 4 and 4*. The tine«, trhieh are spaced to 
an eTen length, measaro 3^ inches, and there are z6 to a p^e. 
'Without catchnords or folioe. The whole appearance of tdie 
print is like the " Servititim de Visitatioue " and the " Order <A 
ChiTahry," 

The use of types 4 and 4* leather points unmistakably to 
I4S3 as the period of issue ; and this date, gathered from the 
typt^raphicsl partieulare oiJy, is completely verified by the 
letters themselves, the dates of which range from December 
nth, 14S1, to February, 14S3. 

The Test begins on a ij recto, with an introduction whicli 
occupies three pages. 

5 ttrrruirs Siii JFmntic in ra liuratu 
bntrtoni amis tousiitutus paulo post 
bnustisstmus rorum biolat cmmunitatcs / 
init forliis mm STttrbinanbo Krgr ilea= 
^oltlano iSc^iolaitnisium tiutc / ti Sorrn^ 
tinonim rrpu / quob prr brnrta focbor' no 
lirrbat / ?=lmtti propria rcposrunt / illc tfc= 
Biuewari / Xjistus poniiffi ^uartus / relics 
dtctbinabi fotb Sit. 

The ail letters begin on sig. a iij verso. On t S recto is the 
following colophon ; — 
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jFiniiint Btx p'cltganfissime ciitsfolf/ 
quarum tt(g a Bummo ^ontiftcr Stito 
©uarto tt Sarro ffartinalium (Hollrgio 
atr ^(lugtrisghnmn iHEnffiarum iurnn 
3(oaimcm ^orcnipm totiiirmtif all ipso 
lauce atr nintinn yonltficEin tt *ffnriiina= 
Its / oil jFcrtariEitse ttiliim susfFptum / con= 
scripte sunt/ Jmprrssc prrteiillrlmumtfTai; 
ton / tt WiQtntn txtuntnit ptt ^Jftnim 
fflniiiflianu ^ortac' Haurcatum in ?iiatst= 
monasttrio 

Beneath this is a Latin quatrain, beginning 

Crioiiuu rultor, 

followed by 

Sntexfxtiatia maBnanim littetatunt punrtatacum pamas 
[umfuc. 

The Text ends with 23 lines on the verso of the same leal 

Bbuarkb. — These six letters passed between the Sacred 

College of Cardinals on one aide and the Doge of Venice on 

the other, the subject being the necessity of closing the war 

with the City of Fecrara. 

Petms Carmeliauus, the editor of these letters, is noticed 
by Mr, Gairdner, in his preface to the " Memorials of King 
Henry the Seventh," published in. 1858, for the Master of the 
KoUs, as having been in England from the time of Edward the 
"Fourth. He may, therefore, have personally employed Caxton 
to print hia "Sex Epistohe." The title "Brisiensis" some- 
timea attached to his name shows that he was a native of the 
town of Brescia. He seems to have taken an interest in educa- 
tional matters, as verses by him to John AnwykyI and to 
William Waynflete, Bishop of Winchester, are prefixed to the 
" Compendium totius grammaticie," printed at Oxford about 
1482-83. Some more of hia poetry ia printed in the Oxford 
"Phalaris" of 1485, Tanner assigns to Carmelianns the fol- 
lowing promotions — Rector of St. George's, Sonthwark, 1490; 
Prebend of York, 1498; Archdeacon of Gloucester, 1511; 
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Prebend ot London, 1519. Being in aueh favour, no wcmdei 
that he waxed rich, and that when, in 1523, "an annoal grant 
was made by the Spirituality for the King's personal expenses 
in France for the recovery of the Crown," the name of " Mr. 
I'etrus Carmelianua " appears among the "Spiritual Persons" 
for the handsome sum of ^^333 6s. Sit In the Calendar of 
State Papers, where he is called " Latin Secretary of King 
Henry the Seventh," mention is made of a letter sent to him 
from Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, thanking hirn for ha 
Bervices, and promising him favour and reward. On the pro- 
jected marriage of Prince Charles of Castile with the Princess 
Mary of England he wrote a poem in Latin, printed by Pynson 
about 1514, of which a unique copy is in the Grenville Library 
(see ArcliCBologia, voL xviii.) In the same library is a manu- 
aeript poem on the birth of the Prince of Wales (i486), another 
copy, beautifully illuminated, being among the royal MSS. in 
the British Museum. Botb are evidently in the handwriting 
of Carmelianus, the latter being his presentation copy to the 
king. The argument of this poem ia bo characteristic of the 
age that it is worth noting. Almighty God, compassionating 
the miserable state of England lacerated with civil war, con- 
voked a meeting of the Saints in Heaven to ask their opinion* 
as to how the long-standing dispute between the Houses of 
York and Lancaster might be composed. The saints reply that, 
if the Oronificient Deity cared for any of their counsels, no one 
was better qualified to state how the wars might be terminated 
than King Henry the Sixth (already in heaven), who knew the 
country and the causes of dissension, and they reeommended 
that he should be appealed to. Henry is accordingly called 
upon to reply to the Supreme Being, and proposes that the two 
houses should he united so as to be one house, for which an 
opportunity then offered by the marriage of the Earl of Rich- 
mond with the Princess Elizabeth. The Deity approves and 
decrees its execution, the marriage takes place, and the poem 
terminates with an exhortation to England to rejoice on acoonnt 
of the prince's birth. Carmelianus died August 18th, 1527; 
John de Giglis, Bishop of "Worcester, in 1497, his contemporary 
and countryman, also employed Caxton to print InditlgenceEL 
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3ript, " Carmen de Vere," * in the British Mnaeum, 
which is dedicated to Edward Prince of Wales (afterwards 
Edward V), dated April 1482, affords some information from 
the pen of Caimeliaa himself. Ha saya that for the previous 
ten years he had been travelling about the world, having very 
lately arrived in England, with the intention of proceeding to 
Germany and Switzerland; but, captivated hy the pleasantness 
of the country, he had been unable to leave it. He adds that 
Lis poem was written to gain the favour of the prince. Whence 
hia dignity of Poeta laureatus was obtained is not known. 

The only copy known of this tract was discovered in the year 
1S74 by Dr. G. Konnecke, archivist of Marburg, in an old 
volume of seventeenth century divinity, in the Hecht-Heineon 
Library at Halberstadt. It was described in the "Neuar 
Anzeiger" of Dr. Julius Petzholdt for October 1874; also in 
the Athenieum for February a7th, 1875. 



No. 53. — CoNiiaaio Amantis. Zarge Folio. " Evprynted at 

Wesimedre by me Willyam Caxton the ij day of Septem- 

hre j a thousand j CC'CC Ixscxaij (a typographical error 

/or Ixxxiij). 

Collation. — A 4°, signed ij, tij, iiij, the first and eighth 

leaves being blank, followed by a 4°, signed on the second leaf 

only I 2, the first leaf being blank ; then ibcllEfgJIliklm 

n p Ct r B t U X a J & a U aU 4" ; (2 a 3°, with the sixth 

leaf blank. In all 222 leaves, of which four are blank. 

Typographical Paeticdlaes. — There is no title-paga Type 
No. 4 is used for sigs. i to i ; sigs. & to (ft, as well as the 
introductory matter, are in type No. 4*, while sigs. g and J are 
partly in one and partly in the other. Where type No. 4 is 
iised there are 46 lines to a column, and 44 lines of type No, 
4*. On sig. J iiij recto the two types appear in the same page, 
the firet column being in No, 4 and the second in No, 4*, 
Without catchwords or folios. Space left for inserting 2 to 
6-liQe initiab, with director. The signatures at the beginning 
if which were kindly cummunickt«d 
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of the volume are irregularly printed, aud show tlie want of a 
settled plan in the printer's mind. The first 4°, 'which, as it 
includes the index, must have been printed last, ia propeclj 
signed ; hut, on beginning the hook, it appears aa if the com- 
positor thought there could he no uae for signatures if eveiy 
leaf had a printed folio, and accordingly they were omitted 
except on the second sheet, which ia signed in Arahic numerals 
only. The incoavenience of thia heing seen, the folios were 
omitted, and the signatures printed in the second 4", 6 ; while 
in sig. C both plans are united, and we have signatures and 
folios too to the end of the book — the latter, however^ with 
continual errors. The introductory 4° is not included in the 
enumeration of the folios. Note that aig. t 4 is printed a 4, 
and that from sig. p to the end the Arabic numerals used in 
the signatures give place to Koman numerala. The hook is in 
double column throughout. The date in the colophon is printed 
a thousand CCCC Ixsxsiij, a typographical error, which voold 
have led to some confusion had not the regnal year, " the firat 
year of the reign of King Richard the third," been also added, 
fixing the right date as 14S3. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the paragraph title and 
table follow on sig. if, space being left for a 3-Iine initial, with 
director. 

The Text begins thua :— 



J^is fioofe is intitutrt 
t rDnffs=l|sioamaiitJs/ 

tijat is to sayr |] in 
enslBSS^e tl)£ confrssjon of] 
Hie lamt maalj anti rout 
PBlcti bs II SDSan ©otoct 
Bpjjft borne in toalgs | 



t)ob) H)e tuoTl^ bias first of 
ii tocvsE folio tot II 



the 1 



The Text ends on 
colophon in firat ooh 

ffinprBntFti at torstmestte 
6b me II SiHillBam (ffoilcn 
ant fj2ni)ssl)rli t1)c ii|| tag of 



Cf)us cnirtl) tfie prologue 

of aig. l£ 5, jFoIiO (JTlffji with 
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gtptnnirE ti\e fjret jictr of 
II tegnr of ligng Kirtart 
(ttjE tftfirt/tfjf lleftE of our 
lotto a tiiousanti / ffiffifflOE / 1| 
ixixiiiif 

I Bbxarks. — Tlie life and poetical writings of the "moral" 
FGower have received frequent illustrations from modem critics. 
[Hia chief work, the "Confessio Amentia," appears to have been 
feegun about 1386 and completed in 1392-3. It was originally 
^dedicated to Eichard 11, but, on the wane of that monarch's 
.power, Gower suited himself to the changing times, and recast 
JhJB prologue. The copies made after this version are termed 
I^ncastrian. The Latin verses and the marginal index are in 
some manuscripts, as in Caiton'a printed edition, included in 
the text They were. Dr. Pauli believes, the original corapoai- 
tion of Gower, abounding, like his other poetry, in instances of 
false prosody and even had grammar. The verses are imitations 
in the manner of Boethiua, but often unintelligible. 

Seventeen copies are extant British Museum (3); Cam- 
bridge ; Pembroke College, Cambridge ; Hereford Cathedral ; 
Lambeth ; Queens' College and All Souls, Oxford ; and eight 
in private libraries. 



No. 54. — Thb Book whioh the Knight of the Towih 

MADE TO THE " BNBETQNBMENT " AHD TEACHING OF 

Eis DATI0HTBR8. Folio. " Emprynted at WeEtnii/tisire 
the lasts day of Januer the fyret yere of t/te regns of 
Kynge Ryehard the thyrd." {i.e. 1484.) 

Collation.— A 2", signed on seeond leaf only i j ; a & C 
Jl E f g 5 t ^ I "^ °^ 4"' n a 3°, with the last two leaves 
blank. In all 106 leaves, of which two are blank. 

Bote— aig. [ ittj is wrongly printed tl ilij, and the first 
leaf of i is without any signatxire. 

TiPOGBAPHiOAL Pabticulaes. — There is no title-page. The 
type, as far as sig. f, is No, 4, and forty lines, each 4^ inches 
llong, make a full page. From sig. f f to the end the type is 
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No. 4*, with 38 lines, each 4^ inches long, to the page. 
lines are fully Epaced out Withoat folios or catchtrads 
Space is left for 3, 4, and 6-line initials, with directors. 

The Test commences with the prologue on an unsigned lea^ 
with space for a 3-line initial 3, 

He hrrtuoust ftottrBnE & Ucftsxw fiaii & Icmrft nt 

ii siitl)r||a3 Ijaue cntEuoiitrt rt)Fm to Urn for a umtmi 

tmaunce 



^m IirBBiinrfti Hie Soof: toljitfjc ISf ftnpffljt of t^t torn 
inatiE / anh siicfetif) of mans fagrt EnsamplEs unti ^ou 
sjjaHEinEiifss anti trcfigng of t)is ious^fErs 

The Text eniia on the foiirth verso of sig. n, 

J^fct fjjngsstrt tf)E 6006E / tofjirfiE tfiE ItiiBffbt of tje Cow* 
inalltiE to tljE rnfiEjigimnnit aiil) fFritBiig of fiis ioufliitftB 
ivansta || Wis oiilc of jFrmsst in lo our matfrnatl iSnslssstt 
lotiflue l)Hil«if iSJaiHiam (jTaiton/totiirtr doofe luae EnSEli 
&■ fDiiPSsljEti tf)f 11 fjiraf Sag of ^uyn / tijE kek of outE tort 
m itittCiS Ixxxiii 
2lnt EnprsntEli at IntBtmgnBfrE tf)F lagf iag of SanBun tilt 
fl'rBt fitrE of tljE rrgnE of ftgngf Usttart tSf tijgrtf 

Ekmahkb.— *In the department of " Maine et Loire," between 
Chollet and Vezins, may still be seen the ruins of an ao 
ch&teau, called " Latour-Landry." Archaologista ascribe &e 
structure to the twelfth century. The place originally bore the 
name of " La Tom " only, the old family name of the ownen 
being " Landry ; " but eveatualiy the two were combined, 
" De la Tour Landry " became the patronymic of a long race of 
knights. The earliest instance of the double name is found 
in a document dated laoo. Passing over the history of the 
family, we will confine ourselves to Geoftey and his book, 

pour renseignment de ses filles." The date of neither his 
birth nor death is known. He was at the siege of AiguQIoa 
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[ in 1346, when he muet be Bupposed to be at least of the age of 
twenty yeais. He tells ua he wrote his book in 1371, which 

, would make him, at the youngest, 45 years old, though he waa 
prohatily older. In all the illuminated copies of his work 
he is represented as discoursing with his three daughters, for 

I whose instruction ia their journey through hfe it was written, 

I aa the knight himself in a preface informs us, 

He had also sons, as we leam that a similar work had 
preyiously been undertaken for their instruction, *' as hit is 
rehetced in the booke of my two sonnes, and also ia an 
Euangcly." {See Caxton's edition, sig. n 4.) It is interesting 
to note here, as an instance of the entire disappearance of books 
once well known, that neither of these compoEitioiis of the 
knight are known now to exist. We also learn that in the 
compilation of this work he called to hia aid two priests, who 
read to him the Bible, the " Gesta," and various chronicles of 
Prance, England, and other countries. To this may, perhaps, 
he attributed the predominance of the ecclesiastical element in 
this book. The knight originally intended to write the whole 
work in verse, but finding that method necessitated a less 
concise narration, he soon changed his composition into prose. 
In the original French, however, a considerable portion of the 
introduction, though prose to the eye, will be found to haye 
retained its metrical form. 

Several writers have denounced the work as obscene, and 
more fitted for the corruption than the instruction of youth; 
while othetg, taking into consideration the manners of that age, 
have arrived at the very opposite conclusion. At any rate, it 
is plain our Caston thought highly of it : he says in liis preface, 
" I advise every gentleman or woman having children, desiring 
them to be virtuously brought forth, to get and have tiiis book, 
to the end that they may learn to govern them virtuously In 
this present life." He tells us also the occasion of his tran- 
slating and printing it, which was " at the request of a noble 
lady which hath brought forth many noble and fair daughters, 
which he virtuously nourished." An interesting article upon 
this work appeared in the Jtelroapedive Review: New Series, 
1827; vol. i, part ii,page 177. See also, ie Livredu CltevaHer 

L A 
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da la Tour Landry^ par M. Anatole de Montaiglon. lama 
Paris, 1854. 

We must here notice that, although the anonymons English 
translation (Ilarl, 1764) preceded that by Caxton, a companflcm 
of the two versions makes it evident that our printer owed 
nothing to his predecessor. M. Montaiglon, indeed, from a 
literary point of view, gives a decided preference to the earlier 
text. 

Tho following amusing extract is suggestive of Shakspete's 
" Taming of the Shrew." Act V, Scene IL 

IIow a woman sprange vpon the table * Capitnlo xvi\j. 

N a tymo it happod that Marchauntes of Frannce cam 
J from certayn Fayres/ where as they sought Draperye/ 

and as they cam with Marchaundyse fro Boan / that one 
of them said / it is a moche f ayre thynge a man to haue a wif 
oboysaunt in alle thynges to her husbond / Verayly sayde that 
one / my wyf obeyeth mo well / And the second said . J trowe / 
that my wyf obeye me better / ye sayd the thyrd / lete laye a 
wag(3r / that whiche wyf of vs thre that obeyeth best her 
liusbuntl / and doeth sonnest his commaundement that he 
Wynne the wager / wherupon they waged a Jewele/and ac- 
corded al thre to the same / & sworen that none shold aduertyse 
Ills wyf of this bargayn / sauf only to saye to her / doo that 
whiche J shall cominaunde what soeuer it be / After when they 
cam to the first mans hows / he sayd to his wyf Sprynge in to 
this bacyno / and she ans werd / wherf ore or what nede is it . 
And he said by cause it playsyth me so / and J wyll that thou 
do so / Truly said she J shall knowe fyrst wherfor J shall 
sprynge / And soo she wold not doo it • And her husbond waxe 
moche angry and felle / and gafe her a buffet / After thys they 
cam to the second marchauntes hows / and he saide to his wyf 
lyko as that other saide / that she wold doo his commaundement / 
And it was not long after that he said to her Sprynge in to the 
basyn / And she demaunded hym wherf ore / And at the last 
ende for ought that he dyde / she dyd it not / wherfore she was 
bcten as that other was / Thenne cam they to the thyrd mans 
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|(' hons And there was the table cohered 'and mete eet theron And' 1 

, the marcLaunt said to thother marchauntea in thejT eres / tbat 
* after dyner he wold commaimde her to aprynge ia to the bacyn / 
■1 And the huabond sajd to his wjf /that what Bomeiier he com- 
rt maimded her she shold do it / his wyf whiche that moche louyd 
■f hym and dred hj-m herd wel the word . And it was so that they 
i[ bygan to ete / and there was no salt vpon the table / And the 
goodman sayd to his wyf / Sail sur tablo And the good wyf 
whiche hadde fere to disobeye hym / sprang vpon the table and 
ouerthrewe table ; mete / wyn / and platers to the ground / How 
said the good man / is this the manere / Cone ye i 
playe but this / are ye mad or onte of youre wyt . Syre said she / 
J haue done your commaiidement / haue ye not said that youre 
commaundement ahold be done what someur it was. Certaynly 
J haue it done to my power how be it that it is youre harmo 
and hurte as moche as myn . For ye sayd to me that J ahold 
spryge on the table / J said he / J sayd ther lucked salt vpon the 
table / Jn good feyth J vnderstode said she for to sprynf! / thene 
was ther laughter ynouz & al was taken for a bourd anil a moc- 
querye / Thenne the other two Marchauntea said it was no 
nede to late her aprynge in the hasyn / For she had done 
ynough / And that her husband had wonue the wager . . . And 
thus ought euety good woman to fere and obeye hot lord & hus- 
bonde and to do his commaundement is hit right or wrong / yf 
the commaundement be not ouer outrageous / And yf ther 
be vyce thcrin / she is not to blame / hat the blame abydeth 
vppon her lord and huabonda 

There are two copies in the British Museum, one at Cam- 
bridge, one at Osford, and two in private libraries. 



No. 55. — Caton. Folio. Without Printer'a Name, Place, or 
Date. " Translated . . . by William Caxton in iJiahbey 
of Westmynstre the yers of (mr lord M CCCC Ixxxiy." 
(1484?) 

CoLLATiON.^The prologues and table a 3", signed if and 
Hi on the second and third lectos, the first and last leaves 
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being blank : then a&Cll^f8f|are4^; t^S*^; afand 
t lo being blank. In all eighty leaves, of which four are 
blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^There is no title-page. Two 
sizes of type are used : Ko. 2 for the Latin headings, and No. 
4* for the Text. The lines, which are fully spaced out, 
measure 4§ inches, and there are 38 to a full page. Without 
folios or catchwords. Space is left for the insertion of 3-line 
initials, sometimes with and sometimes without directoiB. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, Caxton's short prologue and 
his dedication to the City of London follow on sig. ij. 

The Text begins thus : — 

C ^ttt itss^mttf ti)t prologue or profiemse of t$e ioo& 
calltt II ®aton / toj^tcfie Iioofte fiati^ Im ttan^lateli in to fSn? 
ilVi^^it &s II ittas^trr iSenet iSurgfi / late 9ltc$eliefcen of 
^olttft^ttt ant II j^se cj^anon of ^aint jsitepj^ett^ at toe^tme^tre/ 
tojfej ful ctaftlBllJati^ tnatre it in ialatie mal for t^e enitrt 
cion of ntB lort ISotu: || jsijer / Sone Sc Jepr at tftat tgme to mj 
lort tf)e erle of ^^t^tx || 9lnt)f &s ^^u^e of late cam to ms 
i)ant a fiooft of ti)e saft ffiaton || in jFrenisijsiJe / tofiiefte 
rrjercetj mang a fagr lentgnfle antr nota || file enjsiamplejsi / 
S iiaue tranjsilatrt it oute of frengsje in to ffin || glgjsijsije / 
aiEJ al along ijere after sjalle appiere / to|)ic|) if prejsiente 
nnto tf)e fflgte of lonton / 

iE^nto ti)e nofile aunc^ent antr renometr (ffijjte/tte 
b (Kgte II of lonton in ffinglont / S fflJailliam (Baxton 

argtejegn || & conmrge of ti)e jsiame / & of ti)e frater^ 
ngte ant felausfiip || of ttje mercerge otoe of rggfit ntg 
jserugge & goot togll / ant of 

The table follows, making, with the introductory matter, eight 
printed pages, the whole concluding on the fifth verso, with the 
sixth blank leaf. After another blank is the Gloss, headed by 
a quotation of seven lines of Latin in typo No. 3, with a if for 
the signature. 

The Text ends on the ninth recto of sig. i, the tenth leaf 
being blank. 
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^8nge men mag inlijtule tiiis Iglcll Iioafe rtic mBroitr of l^e 
w 11 flame & gourrnmrnt of tfic fiolip aiiti of tijc Botolr/ 

JEjere fgnpsslifti) Htis prcstnt 6006 tot'riJE 'S sa^iii ot 
calletfjiciatiion natislatrt outr of dFrcnssijc m to «?nalBSSftf 
&P 2i2BilI= II iam tffaiton in tt)a66rji of tocsfmpnstrc t^t grrc 
of outE lort I iH (!I(C(ff(D: liiijii / ■Rnti rije ffirst grrc of Hjr 
tEflne of Spaf II itjjriiatlJ tje ijatli tijrwiil laji of iftemti'e 

Kemabks. — In his prologue Caxton says, " To the end that the 
liistoriea and examples that be contained in this Httle book may 
be lightly found . . . they shall be set and entitled by n 
Rubrics . . . and they shall be signed as that followeth of the 
number of leaves where they shall be written." Accordingly 
the numbera given in the table agree with their proper folios, 
but these folios ate not inserted, either in print or manuscript, 
in the body of the work, rendering the table almost useless. 

CaitoQ says in his preface that he translated from a French 
copy, "which rehearsed many a fair learning and notable 
example ; " and some portions of bis own introductory matter 
suggest also a French original. "Were a manuscript to be found, 
its title would probably agree with Cniton'a concluding descrip- 
tion of the work — " the mirror of the regime, and government 
of the body and of the souL" 

The year 1483 is usually assigned to the printing of this 
book ; hut as the translation was not ended tiU December asrd, 
it aeema improbable that it was printed till 1484. 

As already noticed, this " Caton " is a very different work 
from the composition known as "Catho Magnus," the distichs 
of which serve here only as a text whereon to hang an extensive 
gloss. A short notice of " Mayster Eenet Burgh " has already 
been given. 

There are copies in the British Museum, Cambridge, 
Gla^ow, Oxford, Exeter College, Oxford, and seven in private 
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'So. 56. — T&K GouHS Xmsxxo. LargeA Folio, Firtl SH- 
tiom. "Fjptg^ed at mtbneslre the twenty 
mevtmin/ae gen <tf okt lord M / CCCC / Ix*^ I 
Bf me WsOgam Caxton." (1484 !) 

COLLiTTOX, — An cfl=igB€d 3", with, first and sixth leaviK 
Uank;all t Ii rfgl)iklinnopqrStux^^jl;are4*'; 

S C ^ an 4"; I » 3" ; S is a single sheet, followed by a 
Ka0o lea^ the back ed^ of which Is sometimes returned round 
9, and GometboiK sewn sepaiatelj ; aa bb [C Ittl rc ff are 4** ; 
^ a 5' : ^^ ii 4** ; £& a 3*, Ut 6 being blank. In all 449 
leaves, of which three ape blank. 

Typographical Pabticulaks. — There is no title-page. 
There are two sizes of type, Xo. 3 being nsed for head-lines 
and heading to chapters, while Xo. 4* is nsed for the text 
The whole is in ji;.i|ji]e coinmna. anH the lines, which are fully 
spaced oat, measnie three inches; 55 lines in a coluom, and 
no to a full page. There are folios throughont, but numbered 
very irregtdaily. Space is left for the insertioa of 3 to 6-Ilne 
initials, with directors. There are no catchwords. Woodcuts 
are used thronghont, apparently from the hand of Uia same 
artist who engraved the cuts for the second edition of the 
"Chess Book." 

The first edition is principally distingoiahed by the nse of 
Type Na 3 for head-lines, &e., and also by a variation in the 
signatures X and §. Both this and the second edition ai4 
printed upon very large sheets of paper, larger indeed than 
Caxton ever used before or after. The edition of 1493 is npon 
the usual siza 

The first leaf ia blank ; on the second recto is a large woodcut 
of Saints, 9x6^ inches, under which the Test 
making a full page : — 



{Wvodeiit Iff Siunti.) 



IS a large wootlcut 
Test begins thus, I 
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t ijottouclBajjnt Scram 

BEBtt ft)B» aurtollrgtt/ 
tia alturs? sommc Qooti || 
totrfec / to Himiie tftat H)£ 
ifufil fBnlE II tlie not glilE / 
Slnir tJ)e flp tiortour || sapnt 
auBtun saBtf) in tf)c lioofe 
of tliE 1] labour of monfers / 
t^at no man Htrongc || or 
ni9Sl)ti> to latiouTc ous1)t to 
ic siiE II foe lnt)irf) rause 
tofttn 3 ftai varfour: || mrt 



fc accomplissfieb lisumse 
tocrftEB II &■ tBStorjjES tranB= 
latrt out of ftEnsBJjE II m to 

EngIj>BBi)t at ti)C rci^urBtE of 
crv= II tEjjn iorliEB / latigts 
anil 8Ent))lmm / 1| as tl)s= 
Btocfie of tt£ ieeubeI of 

iTtosE/ II tfie took of tlie 

CftfBSE / fIjC JjBBtOIBE of II S^ 

son / Cfte tBBtorBE of tJje 
mjjctouclof ttiE tooulli/tije 
ito toofeEB of iHEta= I mots 
plicsros in lofisri)^ bEm ton= 
tEjjnEli li 



This prologue finishes, half-way down the second column, 
ou the veiBO of the Eame lea£ On the third lecto is anothei 
woodcut, 3 x 4J inches, of a horse galloping past a tree, beating 
a label, fiSLS JKtUBtE ^B (see a facsimile in Dibdin'a Typ. AiU., 
Tol i, page 186). This was the device of William Fitzallan, 
Earl of Arundel, Caston's patron. Underneath this commences 
Caxton'a own prologue, with space for a 3-line initial S, 



#0 for as mocf)c as 

t^iB II sasti iDErfeF toas 

grttE & ouET rl)atBf= 

atlE to mc tacfompliss^E || -^ 

feipb me in iI)E bEgjinngnB 



also tiaue enprjrnfet it in tf)e 
moost tirst || IHcsc ttat $ 
ijauE couiiE ot mjigftt / anti II 
lirescnte tijis saijt) boook to 
|iB aool] ^ II mbii lax'nsiiS9 1 



This occupies the whole page. On the third verao the table 
is begun, ending on the sixth Tecto, with sixteen lines in the 
first column, the rest of the page being blank. It ends thus — 

Sues folio (EitHttS. nbii 
ttSipItcit 

On sig. a j the original Text is begun, space being left for a 
6-line C, 
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jmt (jmr of ttialiiift itugsB^ft of pgnoraiur * 
SmpuiBsaucE/ll to pe gf^r 

or comsng of our liatr so tome to forE/pawn-- 
turt II man msgfjt sage gt 6i 

U(a in to t\)\s tooiUs ^iB atom mtxius II 

1 bk 5 recto, half-way down the second 

afow IB mdXst mencson/ 
ESaflif^E inErfec II S ^au( 
actom]]lisstE't> at t|)c com? 
maun=l|5£mentE anti rcqucstt 
of ti)e noble antr || iiugssauntc 
(Tit /anil mg Bpmal goolill 
lorl JSagllgam rrlt of arBii= 
if I / & Jauc II fjingBsljEli It at 
hjfstmfBtte t^e ttorntg || lias 
of noutmbre / ttit Btre of ou: 
lortllfa/fflfflffiGt/IuiiO/ 
\-tf)rfBrstBrtrl|oft^etfBpf 
of Kgiig ISgcijart tfit || tJgrJ 
£g mt bgllgam OTaiton 

In the latter half of the thirteenth century. Jacobus da 
Vorogine, Archbishop of Genoa, who died in 129S, compiled 
a book called " Legends Aurea," in which the lives and mir- 
acles of numerous saints were narrated. This was found very 
useful to the priests in their eermons, and soon became so 
popular that it was translated into neatly every European 
language. The Latin teit of "Voragine" has been reprinted 
from an early manuscript, and edited by Dr. Th. Graesse, 8vo, 
Lipsis, 1840. It haa also received a modern Frenoh drees 
under the title " La LSgende dor^e, par Jacques de Voragine, 
traduit du Latin, par M. G. B., 8vo, Paris, 1843." In the 
early part of the fourteenth century, Jean Belet, an author but 
little known to modern bibliographers, though often quoted by 
the writers of his age, translated the Latin of Jacobus into 
French, not, however, without embellishing it with 
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new additious. Shortly after the production of Be!et, Jehon 
de Vignay, who has beea already noticRd as translating the 
Book of Cheaa, undertook a new veraion in French of " La 
L^gende doi^e," which he accomplished before 1 
dedicated it to "Jeane, loyne de France." His translation, 
however, was founded on the previous labours of Belet, which. 
he amplified, adding ahont 44 new legends. About the middle 
of the fifteenth century, certain " worthy Clerks and Doctors of 
Divinity" compiled a "Book of the Life of Saints," which tbey 
describe as " drawn into English after the tenor of the Latin." 
These worthy Clerks and Doctors, however, would have given 
a much more true account of their labours had they stated that, 
with the exception of some additional fables not traceable in 
the original Latin, they owed the whole of their coinpilatioa to 
" La L^gende doriSe " of Jehan de Vignay. 

It is probable that in Caxton's time the English version here 
noticed wag well known ; indeed we may infer this from the 
account given by our Printer of the origin of his own test ; 
"Against me here might some persons say, that this Legend 
hath been translated tofore, and truth it is ; but forasmuch as 
I had by me a Legend in French, another in Latin, and the 
third in English, which varied in many and diverse plai 
and also many histories were comprised in the two other books 
which were not in the English book, therefore I have written 
one out of the said three books." Caiton, with his Latin, 
French, and English copies before him, found a prologue ready 
to hia hand in the version by Jehan de Vignay. This, as was 
hia wont, he translated literally, merely changing two or three 
of the inapplicable proper names, and adding some personal 
observations of his own. The bulk of his text comes also from 
the same source, being nearly identical with that of the English 
manuscript akeady noticed ; although to Caston may be given 
this praise, that in several places where the " worthy dootours 
of divinite" had inserted in their English version some stories 
more incredible or more filthy than usual, he very discreetly 
considerably modified or altogether omitted them. The reader 
curious in this matter may compare the tales about Nero in the 
"Life of St Peter," as narrated in Harl. 630, with folio aoz 
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in Cutton. How moch he took from the Latio is impossible 
to Bay ; nor have I been ahle to trace to their origin the cuiiooB 
expianatoiy deriTstioiiG of the name of each saint, 'which form 
the first paragraph in btbij "life." Ab in "The Featid," 
nuunj Baiota in the " Golden L^eod " have their lives illustrated 
or interwoTO) witii tales from the " Gesta Somanonun." 

Thia waA. may be ctmsidered the most laborioua, as nell ea 
the most exteusiTe, of all Caxton'a literary and typ(^raphii:il 
taboniB. The compilation of the text oaly mast have been a 
most arduoua t&sk, and the very extenBive use of woodcuts 
mnst have been extremely expensive and troublesome. Caxloo, 
indeed, confessaa that he was " in a manner half desperate to 
have left it," when the Earl of Arundel, who apparently sug- 
gested the nndertaking, Eent John Stauney to him, promi^ng 
the Printer a small annuity, and to take a "reasonable quantity" 
of copies when completed. The annuity was to be a back in 
summer and a doe in winter; but it is not improbable that 
these presents were commuted into a fixed sum of money, as 
■was certainly the practice with the Gifts of Wine, which, in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, were so frequently bestowed 
as rewards for services rendered. As a memorial of the Earl's 
connection with the work, Caxton placed the Arundel device, 
"My truste is," after the preface. 

Although, from the numerous copies still extant, it is evident 
that ^hia edition must have been lai^er than usual, no perfect 
copy has yet been discovered. The Legend of St. Thomas of 
Canterbury has been a special object of destruction, being, in 
nearly every instance, torn out of the volume, 

"While making every allowance for the rudeness of the age 
and the plain speaking then customary, the tendency of many of 
I the "Lives" here narrated ia so immoral, that many persona 

U have doubted whether these legends were really read to congre- 

D gations of men and women. But the legacy of several copies 

I of thia work to the parish church of St. Margaret's, as already 

I noticed {p. 159), and the following extract from the will of 

I Queen Margaret, prove that the "Golden Legend" was reckoned 

i among the Church Service Books : — " Item, I will that mine 

^^^^^ executors purvey a complete Legend in one book, and an Anti- 



phony in anotlier book j which books I will be given to abide 
there in the Baid church to the worship of God as long as they 
may endure." (Norf, and Norwich Arch, Soc, Dec. 1S50, foL 

163.) 

This is one of the moat common of the productions of 
Caxton's press, and probably a larger niunber than usual was 
printed. Of the thirty known copies sixteen are divided 
between the British Museum, Cambridge, Corpus and Pem- 
broke, Cambridge, Oxford, Glasgow, Loganian Philadelphia, 
King's College, Aberdeen, Lincoln, Hereford and Bath Catl 
drals, Rawlett's Library, Tamworth, others being in prival 
Ubraiies, 



Ka 57. — Dbath-bed Praters. A Folio Broadside. (1484 

Ttpookaphical PABTIOU1.AB8. — Types No. 3 and 4* are used. 
The lines are spaced to an even length. It is half a sheet of 
paper printed on one side only. 

From the language of these prayers it is evident that they 
were intended for use by the death-bed. They were probably 
printed in this portable form for priests, and others, to carry 
about with them. 

Although abort their interest ia great, and the reader may 
not be displeased to read them in the following more modem 
spelling than that of the original. 

O glorious Jesu ! meekest Jesu 1 moat sweetest 
Jesu 1 I pray thee that I may have true confession, con- 
trition, and satisfaction ere I die ; and that I may see and 
receive thy holy body, God and man, Saviour of all mankind, I 
Christ Jesu without sin. And that thou wilt my Lord God J 
foi^ve me all my ains, for thy glorious wounds and passion. 
And that I may end my life in the true faith of aJl holy 
church, and in perfect love and charity with my even * Chris- 
tians as thy creature. And I commend my soul into thy holy 
hands through the glorious help of thy blessed mother of mercy, 

• "Even" = "fellow," The gravedigger in ffawiUl, axi 
the same phrase, " even Cbristian." 
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om lady Sunt Maiy, and all the holy company of heaveni 
Amen. V The holy body of Christ Jesa be my salvatioii of 
body and souL Amen, The glorious blood of Christ Jesii 
bring my sool and body into the eTerlaating bliss. Amen. I 
cry God, mercy ! I cry God, mercy ! I cry God, mercy ! 
Welcome my Maker! Welcome myKedeemer ! Welcome my 
Saviour I I ciy thee mercy with heart contrite of my great 
unkiudness that I have had unto thee. 

thoa moat sweet apouae of my aoul, Christ Jesu, desiring 
heartily evermore for to be with thee in mind and will, and 
to let Eone earthly thing be so nigh my heart aa thon, Christ 
Jesu ; and that I dread not for to die for to go to thee, Christ 
Jean ; and that I may evermore say unto thoe with a glad cheer, 
my Lord, my God, my sovereign Saviour Christ Jean, I 
beseech thee heartily take me, ainner, unto thy great mercy and 
grace, for I love thee with all my heart, with all my mind, with 
all my might, and nothing so much in earth nor above earth as 
I do thee, my sweet Lord, Christ Jeau. And for that I have 
not loved thee, and worshipped thee above all things as my 
Lord, my God, and my Saviour, Christ Jesu, I beseech, thee 
with meekneaa and heart contrite, of mercy and of forgiveness 
of my great unkindness, for the great love that thou showedst 
for me and all mankind, what time thou ofierdat thy glorious 
body, God and man, unto the Cross ; there to be crucified and 
wouEiied, and unto thy glorious heart a sharp spear, there 
running out plenteously blood and water for the redemption 
and aalvation of me and all mankind. And thus having remem- 
brance steadfastly in my heart of thee, my Saviour Christ Jesn, 

I doubt not but thou wilt be full nigh me, and comfort me both 
bodily and ghostly with thy glorious presence, and at the last 
bring me unto thy everlasting blias, the which shall never have 
end. Amen. 

The only Exhtinq Copt known is in the library of Earl 
Spencer, where it ia bound up in a copy of Caxton'a " Pilgrim- 
age of the Soul," It is in perfect condition, and measures 

I I X 8 inches. 
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Ko. 58.^The Fables of .^^of ; of Avian ; of Alfonsb ; and 
OP PoQB, THB Florentine. Folio. " Ew.pi-yiited by me 
William Caxton at Westmynstre . . tlie xhkj daye of 
Marcke the yere of oure lord M CCCC Ixexiiij." 

Collation.— a tciiefBi&ifelmnO)3liraare 4", the 

last two leaves of being blank. In all 144 leaves, of wldcb 
two are blank. 

Note. — The first leaf of a is not signed, being printed only on 
the verso. 

Typographical pAKricuLABs. — Tbere is no title-page, unless 
we coll the great cut of j£sop by that same. The type is of 
two sorts, Ho. 3, used in three places at the beginning of the 
work for headings, and Ko. 4*, in which is the whole text and 
the head-lines. The lines, which measure 4I inches, are fully 
spaced out, and in those few pages where there is no woodcut 
there are 3 7 or 38 lines. There are head-lines and folios through- 
out, except in sig. n, which has folios only. Woodcut initials 
are used throughout, and on the verso of sig. a tf is a large 
floriated S, aftenrards used in the " Order of Chivalry." 

The first recto of sig. 3 is blank. Upon the verso is a 
large woodcut (4^ x 6| inches), of Maap, surrounded by the 
subjects of his fables, with the word ESOPVS at the top. On 
the second recto, which is signed a if, the hook commences 
with the following title, in large type, No. 3 — - 

C dFolio ijo 
C ?^EtE btai'iinrtfi ttte fioott of tfie siilifjtl Spstorsra 
arits dFatilcs of Cbojje tot'Clic torre translaHtr out 
of JFtmssiiE in (0 ffinslBSBtE ig toBlliam ^aifon 
at toeBtmsiistte 3n ti)t grre of oure Itorlic . M . 

. cflieat . iiiiiii . 

j^Sxst fecflBnuEtf) tfjE Igf of CEsopE toiti) alle iiia fortunt 

'V J)Qto tc toas Bufat|)U/toB0f/anli fiovnc in ©im/not Uue 

fro ^lose tljE graunl in a Cotoiie namelj 2lraonro/ 

toljicJjctoasamonfitDtficttiaffotmrtJanliEuijlleB&apai/Jfor 
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The whole is finished by an epilogue, written by Caxton 
himself, 'which begins on the recto, and concludes on the verso 
of Big, a 6. 

storrt Df a gooft iiretBt an^ an ifionnst / anti t)(w toitti 3J fE= 
nxtssift tt)is book / translated ^^ enipijinle^ bs mr SSJlilliant 

(Cai^ilton at torsfinjiiistrr in tftabdaa / anl fenjissliflJ tf|e 
iibi tiasf II of iHarrtc ttf jjJte of cure lort ^ iffdTCtff 
Iiiiijii /anti tije B fjjrst gm of Itjc wflnt of fegnfl KBiijart 

The woodcuts by their treatment evidently came frbm tha 
hands of the artist who had previously illustrated the " Gome 
of Chess," It ifl perbftps impossible to decide whether they 
are of Flemish or English origin. The woodcut on p. a88 
represents iEsop beaten by his roaster. 

Caxton himself tells us at the beginniog of the book that 
it was a translation of his own from the French. It is rather 
remarkahla that although the fables of .,$lsop, in French, were 
found in all the great libraries of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries, and as many as three or four di&Tent copies in 
some, yet none apparently have descended to our time. No 
trace of an English translation previous to that of Caxton haa 
been discovered, and he must therefore have the credit of 
introducing these fables to bis countrymen in the English 
tongue. They were reprinted in London, with scarcely any 
alteration, for nearly two centuries. "Whether translated from 
a manuscript, or an early French printed edition, it is now 
impossible to say. 

This is a very rare hook : the only perfect copy known was 
devised by Mr. Hewett, of Ipswich, to King George III, and ia 
now in the Koyal Library, Windsor. Imperfect copies are in 
tbe British Museum and at Oxford. 



No. 59. — The Oedee op CniVALHT. Quarto. Without Priiiter'a 
Name, Place, or Ditte. Translated ly Caxton and pre- 
sented to Richard III. (1483-5.) , 

Collation.— a S C iF e ( are 4", aj being blank ; 3 a 2=, 
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with the last leaf bUnk ; in all 52 leaves, of which two »m 
blank. 

Typographioal Particulars. — There is no title-page. The 
type is ITo. 4*, but two headings at the beginning of the wort 
are in type No. 3. The lines, which measure 3 J inches, and of 
which there are 76 to a full page, are fnlly spaced out. With- 
out folios or catchwords. Initial letters cut in wood are uaed. 

Commencing with a blank leaf the work opens with a short 
preface, on sig. a ij, the first four lines being in type No. 3. 
The Text begins thu.s :— 

C ^txt fiEBBintl!) tfte ?ra6U of 
tljis present 6oo6e JntstUB \%t 
^oo& of X\)z oDlire of ctsualts 
or ItnsaJjtSo^e 

The Tuxt ends ;— 

liErtiioiiBE iftie / Enti 31 «liaIlE prag almg(= 
tj) goli for ijis long Ifif & iitosprious to(I= 
fare / & ti)at %t mag ijaue birtotg of al Jis 
EnEmBcs / anti afttc tftis stiort vV transiforg 
Igf to IjauE euerlastgng Igf in tjeuen / Infjc: 
re as is gloge anti Iiljjsse toorlli toitjout 
entE amm / 

The date of printing, which was in the reign of Richard III, 
must have been between June 26th, 1483, and August aznd, 
1495. The "Order of Chivalry" haa no connection with 
"L'ordene de chevalerie." Dibdin, in the Typ. Ant., 
Moule, in Bih. Herald., both err in this matter. 

Two copies are in the British Museura, and two in private 
libraries ; no others are known. 



No, 60. — CaADOsa'a CANiERBnKT Talks. Folio. Second 
Edition, with Woodcuts. "By William Cctxton." 
Wit/iout Phxee or Date. (14S4I) 

Collation.— a ficDcfgtiifelmniJp qrS taM4°", 
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■with a f blank ; i) a 3' , aa tfi rt ttl Ce fE 88 1)1) ^"^ 4°" 1 " 

3"; a ?3 € J0 ffi dP © ?e 3 5K are 4"; B. a 2°. In a 
312 leaves, of which one ia blank. 

Ttpographioal PABTicuLSRa. — There is no title-page. The 
type of the Text is No. 4*, the heads being all in K"o, a*. 
The lines in the prose portion are spaced to an even length, 
and measure 4I inches. 38 lines to a page. "Without catch- 
words or folios, and almost without punctuation. Space left for 
the insertion of initials. 

This second edition, Caxton tella us, was printed six years 
after the first. Having fixed the year 1477-8 as about the 
date of the first, that will give about 1484 for this. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prohemye follows oa 



3Sete tltan&es lalutie anti tonouc/ ougijt to be gs= 
um hnlo H)E clfitES / poetts / ant t'SlorioBrapfis 
8 tl)at 1)auE brrton maitj) notu iotts of bjjsrtont 
of tljE lj)UEs / passios / & mjjcatleB of ijolB SQBiilra 
of ftEBtariirs / of notile ant famous acfrs / ant 
faints / ant of Hie cronjjclcs sitf) tijc firgcnngns 
of ti)t trr acion of t$r toorlt/linto t1)B8 vxmtnt fsine/fij) toijsriie 

The proheiue, which ia an excellent and indubitable specimen 
of Caxtoa's own composition, and reflects as much credit upon 
his disposition as upon his literary abilities, finishes on the veiso 

of Big. a ij — 

after tjBB stiort ant tranBitorsE Igf toe mag comr to fiiEr= 

lastsna II Ifif in tff" / ^mm 

Us HZafilliam (flaiton 

On sig. a ii) recto, with room for a 4-line initial, 

3t!an tijat aprpll togH) t5S sSouris boIe 
to CfiE troit(jt)t£ of marrtE tiatij ptrcjit tt\t uott 
ant Jatiist EUFrg JjEent in sucJie laraur 
®f to1)BrJ)e bEttuE Enscntrgt is tftf fiouc 
JUatannE Z-fpSfrus tkt togtf) tjgs BotE 6t£tii 
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The Patson's Tola fioishea on sig. % Hf verso, and is f oUcnral 
y the Retraction. 
The Tost ends with seven lines on sig. % 4 recto, 

' ir om of ttm at ttie ttas of tiome tfiat sfiat &f sausli/ diut 
cum II patre rt sfiintu sancto biuit ct t^pal bcus/ ^ex omnia 
urntla || smilonim aj^liSil / 

The veiBo is blank. 

Remarks. — The wood-cut illustratioca appear to be by the 
Bame artist that was engaged upon ^Esop. The wife of BaUiii 
represented on page 393. 

Two copies are in the British Museum, and one in each of 

I Ihe following libraries — Magdalen and Pepysian, Cambridge; 
St John's, Oxford ; Royal Society, London ; Earl of Aah- 
burnhftm, and Earl Spencer. In the year 1858 I discovered 
a copy in the Library of the French Protestant Church, in > 
torn and dirty state, having been used for some time to li^t 
tile vestry fire. I drew attention to its great value and inte- 
and it was doubtless saved from further mutilation. 

' Some time afterwards it disappeared from the library alto- 

I gether, and no one now fenowa what has become of it. For 
identification the following particulars are here given ; — it 

I -wants all before sig. t) 5 ; p 7 ; ( 8 and b (j ; 66 ij and "tin 8; 
SI i ; % (it and 4 ; and all after IJS 8. In the original binding. 
Tom, dirty, and ill used. Measurement, 10^ x 7^. Anlo- 
graph " ■ ■ Eawlinson A" 1717." Also, "Ex dono ■ • " 
Eateman Eibliopola." 



No. 61. — The Book of Fame. Folio, "Emprynted by 
trylliam Caxton." Without Place or Date. (1484?) 

Collation. — a 6 C are 4", a j being blank ; ll a 3", J 6 

being blank = 30 leaves, of which two ore blank, 

Typographical PAuncDLAHa. — There is no title-page. 
' The type is entirely So. 4*. In the epilogue, trMoh ig -^i 
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only prt^so part, the lines are fully spaced out, and measure 

4 J inelu'a. 38 linos to a page. Without folios or catchwoids. 

iSi>iico left for the insertion of 2 or 3-lino initials, with 
diri^ctors. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the Text follows on sig. 
a ij recto, 

Cljf ioofe of jFamr ma^t is ©rfffrfg (ttftaucet 

<Dli tome b0 rurrs lirnne to gooli 
g jFor it 10 toonlirr tt)sno is t|e tooli 

7o mi) tost / tofiat cau^stt) 0^010150 
<Dn tfir morotor / or on ntms0 

The iHieni ends on sig. ll 5 recto, 

^f)U0 in lirnnsiig anli in game 
iirnlirtti t1)S0 Ifitsl Iiooti of jTame 

(Sxplitit 

The epilogue immediately follows, the Text ending, 

3} l)um6lP brsffftr %V prapr joto / rmongr pour prasfr^ / to 
rrmrm^l.bvf t)ps soulr / on toftpdjf / anli on alle rrp^ten 
0OUU0 / 3) l)f0rfl)r aU||mpfll)tp goli to i)aur mrrcp amrn 

vPmprpntrt 6p topUiam vCajton 

The epiloixue has eonsidemble interest, as showing Caxton's 
opinion of Chaiioer, and is hero given verbatim. 

**J fvnde nomort* of this werke to foro savd / For as fer 
as 1 eau vnndei*stode / This noble man detrerey Chaucer 
fynysshyd at the sayd eouclusion of the metyng of lesyng 
and sothsiiwe / Avhen* as yet they ben ehekked and maye not 
doparte ' whvehe werke as me semeih is erafivlv made / and 
dygne to be Avn.»ton & knowen / For he towohylh in it ryght 
grete wysdom ^.l' subtyll vnderstondyng , And so in alio hjs 
werkys he exoellyth in myn oppynyon alle other wryters in 
our Endvssh / For he wrvtteth no vovde woi\les / but alle 
hys mater is fid of hye and quycke sentence to whom ought 
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to be gyuen laiide and preysyng for hys noble makyng and! 
wiytyng / For of hjm alle othpr haue borowed Bjlh and taken f' I 
in alle theyr wel sayeing and wrjtyng / And I bumbly bcsecho .1 
& praye yow / emonge your prayers to remembre hys soule / I 
on whyche and on alle cryaten Boulia I besecbe almyghty god I 
to haue mercy Amei 

Beuabk^ — As will be seen by tbe list of Existing Copiee, ] 
the printed text of Caxton is extremely rare ; bo is tbe reprint I 
by Pynson in 1526. Manuscripts of tbia poem were, probably, ] 
even in our printer's time, difficult to obtain. Tbe oopyl 
need by him was certainly very imperfect. Many lin» I 
are altogether omitted, and in tbe last page Castun 
evidently in a great strait, tor bis copy waa deficient 66 linoB, ,1 
I probably occupying one leaf in the original. "We know from 1 
[ his own writings the great reverence in wbich our printer 
[ held the "noble poete," and we can imagine hia consternation 
I when the choice had to be made, either to follow his copy and 

I print nonsense, from the break of idea caused by the deficient 
veraea, or to step into Chaucer's shoes and supply tbe missing 
links from his own brain. He chose the latter course, and 

( thus instead of tbe original 66 linea, we have two of the 
i printer's own, which enable the reader to reach the end of the 
{ poem without a break-down. These lines are in tbe following 
' quotation printed in italics; the entire extract being the first 

II six lines of the last page : — 



They were » chekked bothe two 

And najther of hyni myglit out goo 

And im/th lilt iwyK of thaavxi (hxlon 

J iSofUyidy oiooieatwn iho 

And remembryd what 1 bad eeea ' 

And hav h;o and ferre I hod been 



It should be noticed that Coxton has here printed hia name 
in the margin to make known his responsibility to his readers. 
The "out" not having been hitherto noticed, tbe position of 
hia name there has been a puzzle to all bibliographers, until 
explained by Mr. Eradshaw. 

Copies are in the British Museum ; Cambridge ; Imperial 
Library, Vienna, and Altborpe, 
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No. 62, — Thk Corial. Folio. " Translated thus in Englyi^ 
by wylliam Caxlon." Without Printer'a Name, Place, or 
Date. (1484I) 

CoLLATios.— A 3°, signed j, (j, and it), without any blan^ 
In aU Bix leaves. 

Ttpographical Partioulars. — There ia no title-paga. The 
type is entirely No. 4*. The lines, wliith are spaced to an 
even length, measure ^\ inches, and there are 3S to a full page. 
Without catchwordB or folios. 

The Text hegins on sig. j recto, 

J^frr fobotoEtS tijc rojige of a Uttre toiipc^e maistti 
aiagn 11 (tt^axtxitt torote to ftps licotfirr / toiiscSe ifsicrt tD 
comE titocllE in 1| (ffourt / in toftgcfx tie «5crsEtib manfi mp' 
sergfa & towtcJiBimrssEB [| 

The " Curitil " finishes on the sixth recto, 

to BDti :? romante tije l)j2 tlii?s torBtgnB toSBcSe bbwe ttic liss 
gra II ct / amen 

ejus rntirfti t})e fflutial raa'Oc tj) masstrc Slain 
(nijatcrtier || ^Translates ttus in WEnglBSsl) liB toslliam 
Gtaiton 

On tlie verao Caxton has given us the translation of a ballad, 
■written by Alain Chartier, consisting of 2S lines. It has a 
hurthen ; — " He chyer but of a man Joyous," and conunencM 

W^tt m is liangBEr / fiut of a liplagn 
^t ptBtF / fiut of a pDurc man enrBtfteli 

The Text ends on same page, with Gaston's name at ft 

{Tfiei: is no sped); / but it 6c cuttogs 
^t prt^sgng of men / tiut after tl)cgt Igf 
^ecftsFibutof aman 
OTaiion 
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Ebmabks. — Caston translated tbe Curial from the French, 
" for a noble and virtuous Erie," probably Lord Elvers, who 
was beheaded at Pomfret, on June ijtb, 1483. 

Alaia Chartier, bom in Normandy about 1386, earned (or 
himself the appellation of "excellent orateiir, noble poete, et 
tr^renorain^ rWtoricien." He held the office of " Secretaire 
de la Maison " to both Charles YI and Charles Vll. He died 
' about 1457. The most complete editions of his worka are 
those by Galiot du Pr^ i6mo, Paris, 1529 ; and by Duchesne, 
4to, Paris, 1617. In the former, however, ia an error which 
has led to some confusion, as "Livre de I'Esperance" ia there 
entitled "Le Curial," the real Curial being a much shorter 
piece, and totally different in design. By the " Curial " being 
addressed to his brother it is supposed to have been written by 
Alnin to Jean Chartier, known as the author of "Histoire de 
Charles VII." As an instance of the great repute, in which 
the writings of Chartier were held in bis age, it is reported that 
Matgaret, the wife of the Dauphin of France, afterwards Louis 
XI, finding him one day asleep in bis chair, kissed his lips to 
the great astonishment of her attendants. "Je ne haise paa 
la personne mais la bouche dont estoient sortes taut de beux 
discours," she exclaimed. There is a painting in Add. MS. 
No. 15300, vividly depicting this scene. 

Only two copies are known ; one is in the British Mnsenm, 
and the other at Althorpe. 



No. 63. — Troylds and Cresicb. Folio. Without PrinteT^s 
Name, Place, or Date. (1484 1) 

Collation. — a b t1} tt Q are 4"", the first leaf of s being 
blank ; f) a 5"; i it I m It are 4"' ; }1 a 3", with tbe last two 
leaves blank. In all 120 leaves, of which 3 are blank. 

TtrooBAPHiCAL Particolabs. — There is no title-page. The 
type throughout is No. 4*. Each page contains five stanzas 
of seven lines each, with a blank hue between each stanza. 
Without folios or catchwords. 
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Commencing with a blank leaf, the poem follows on aig. d jj I 
I lecto, beginning thus : — 

t JQe loiiblE soroto of Croglus to telle 

Hang Vrpamua sont of Croge 
Sin lougng / tioto Ijgs aumturefi ffllf 

jFrom tooo (o toclr / anD aftci out of Soge 

iHg puvpos is / or tt)iit 3 psrie ftosE 

Book I ends on sig. 6 8 verso j Eook II on f j recto; Book 1 
ni on % lo recto ; Eook IT on HI j recto ; Eook V on p 4 I 
recto. On eig. p 4 lecto is also Chaucer's dedicatory stanza J 
to the "Moral Gowcr." 

The Test ends on the same page, 

So maliE hs giljfsu foi tJ)g mnrq) lipgne 
JFot louE of inajjim / \" moljfi tljgn tcnjgnp 
JUfce mliEtf) JTroctus / as lourftgng ffliEartf ^ 

iFrpIirit 9tx tHaiton 

Ekmarss. — A good account of the source of this poem, a 
comparison between it and Shakspere's "Troilcs and Creaide," 
with which, however, it appears to have had little connection, 
will be found in Bell's edition of Chaucer's works. 

Two copies are in the British Museum, one at St, John's, 
Oxford, and one at Althorp. 

Ho. 64. — Thb Life op oue Lady. — Folio. " Empryntyd bij 
Wyllyam Caxioru" Without Flaee or Date. (J484I) 

C0LU.T10N. — Two unsigned leaves ; a&cl)efgl)ifclare 
4"" ; m a 3", the last leaf being blank. In all 96 leaves, of 
which one is blank, 

Ttpograthical Paiiticulae3. — There is no title-page. The 
type is entirely Ko, 4*. A page has five stanzas of seven 
lines each, the space of one line being left between each stann. 
The lines in the prose part measure almost 5 inches. Without 
catchwords or folios. Space left for the insertion of initials of 
one to three lines deep, with directors. 

The Test begins, with a apace for a 3-iliiie initial, on the 
[ lecto of the first leaf. 
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■" t Jljis book toas rompjilrt Iiji tan Jotin IpliQatr monfec of 

()urg£/at tljE ficitacioit anli Btjitpns of tijc UQiilc anS 

^ bictorBouB ptgncc / jKbub ijarr]) tljc fyftijc / in iJjonoure 

BlDrjje & rcutrmce of tjc fteitfiE of our moste filcBSBft 

H latB/maBlf lltusf/ant moticr of our lortt Jljfsu ctgat/ 

. cgotiBtteti as folotnctf) | is tt<0 table 

The taWe follows immediately, finialiing with nine lines on 
the verao of the socond leaf. 

The poem commences on sig. a j recto, with space for a z-line 
initial, 

Ct)ougtful ifnte plunggl in 'iistxrsse 

WLitti slo'bct of sloutfj tijis Ions togntErs ngfilji 

On the lower-hiilf of the fourth verso of sig, m, 

^m Entcrt) tl)E baak of tfte Ifif of out lalie 
maic liij Ian 3oI)n igliflaiE monfte of imig / 
at ttjunEtauncc of tlje moBtc trjistm fegiifl'/ 
fegnfl liarrB tije fjjft)} 

©00 litjtl boDi! anti submBrtf t^e 
ianfo al tijrm / rtiat t\\t gfjal rfJie 
©c Ijcrf / praijrna (trm for ciiarite 
Wo partion mc of Hje ruticljelie 
©f mgn fniirgntKiiB / not taftgng ^tTie 
^rCa Bf ougijt be Ijoon to ttejjt iiltsjjna 
Sag tftfS tf)8SC faalaties foIotoBng 
Tlio Text ends on the fifth recto of sig. m, 

iilESSiti be ti)E BtorttfSt name of out loctr 
3ft)esu rrtst / ant most glorious mane 
^is blcssBli molrr / toiffi eternal aceorli 
iHore tfian euer / tenljure in glorBE 
ant) toitt ftir meite sone for mcmotgE 
^lesBE bs marie / tbe most Ijolg liirosnc 
Cljat toe ttgne in fteuen toitij ttje oriree ngne 
ffinprgntjjt bg SBZaBllBam fflaiton 

A Hank leaf completes the volume, 
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Kbuarcs. — This poem appears to have enjoyed, for a lanj 
period, a considerable popularity. It was composed, as tin 
manuacripts and printed edition both tell us, by John Lydgstt, 
at the excitation of King Henry V. The envoy commenciag 
"Goo lytyl booke," is douhtlesa a specimen of Caiton^ 
own powers of versification, as perhaps are also the two 
ballads which follow it Although the division of the 
poem into chapters by Caston does not agree with any of Uis 
known manuscripts, yet he probably had a copy so divided, 
for, OB we have seen, the original poem was not chaptered at 
all, and later scribes would divide it alter their owij judgment, 

It would have surprised our worthy printer could he havs 
foreseen the grave charges of carelessness to be brought against 
bira in future ages, with reference to this production, Ames 
gives a very slight account of " The Ljf of oure Ladye," but so 
far as it goes, it is correct. Herbert enlarged Ames's article, 
but unfortunately wrote hia description from a copy deficient 
eight leaves in the middle of the poem, an imperfection which, 
notwithstaaduig the consequent irregularity of signature, he 
ascribes to carelessness on the part of Caxton ; and, worse 
still, makes Caxton himself confess that he was aware of the 
blunder he had made before the conclusion of the printing, 
but thought that to ask the reader's pardon was sufficiput 
reparation ; a conclusion dravm from the deprecatory stanzas 
quoted above, beginning, " Goo lityl book "—a style of " envoy" 
very common to all writers of that age. Then follows Dr, 
Dibdin, who, as usual, did not make an independent examinS' 
tioa, but was content with reprinting his predecessor's remarks. 
The par^raph reads thus : — " This [the omission of several 
chapters] must be attributed to carelessness, which Mr. Caxton 
himself ingenuously acknowledges in one of the concluding 
stanzaa" — Tijp. Ant. vol. i, page 340, and Bih. Spene. vol. iv. 
page 333- 

Both Herbert and Dibdin give the heads of all the chapters 
in this poem, excepting, of course, those contained in the 
eight missing leaves of their copy. These are, therefore, 
supplied here from the table, which differs slightly from the 
heads in the body of the work. 
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How the ehyef temple of lome fyl the nyght of ciyeteB 

tyrth-e / and other wonderful tokenca cspitulo 

How the uygiit of criates byrthe a welle in tome 

ranne ojle capitulo Ij I 

How the senatoura of rome wolden haue holden Octauyan 

theyr emperour as for her god capitulo Lij Li^ 

How the romayna whan they had domynacion oner alle 

the world made an ymage & callyd hit theyr god capitulo Liiij 

How wyse sybyle tolde to the senate of rome 

the byrthe of cryst capitulo 

How the prophetes prophecyed the byrthe 

of cryst capitulo Lvi I 

A queatyon assoyled whiche is worthyest of kyng 

wyne or woman capitulo Lvij 

ExiSTHfG CoFiEB : — British llnBeum, Bodleian, Exeter Cot | 
lege, Ojrford, Glosgow, and four in private hands. 



No. 65.^The Lipb of the holt and blessed YiRGiir Saint ', 
Winifred. Folio. Without Printer's Name, Date, or I 
Place. " Reduced 'Jrt to Englysshe by me William Cox- 
ton." (1485?) 

CoLXiATiotr. — It and 6 are 4™ = 16 leaves, of which the first is 
blank. 

Typographical PAniicuLAiis. — There is no title-paga The 
type is entirely Xo, 4*. There are 38 or 39 lines to a full page, 
and they are spaced to an even length, "Without folios or 
catchwords. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the Text follows on sig. 3 if, 

C 3&ew iCflEnntti) tijc Igf of rtiE twls & dlrssitr liBtflsn 



C Ctius mtittfi ttiE IctoIIacion/tijE (pf after /anii t^t 
trnnsla: ]] cion of gajintc JlSanitftctc liicasn anti martit/ 
totjittie toag tEg 1| SEti after tijat Ijer jieIie ta^ bt sinston of 
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ll)t spate of 111 snt Q icluccli in fo Crnglssslic bs ii I 
asaiUiam Qtaxton/ | 

The Text ends, with ten lines on the recto of sig, 6 8, tin I 
Terao being blank, 1 

rtUfiramuB transIationEm / cunrtoriim atriprsci mccfannn 
]3rr: II ratonim rmissiontm / |)rc Sominum nostrmn ; (I 
rrtrta/ 

Kehaseb. — Gaston's tninslation giyea all the partieulan d 

[ the hirth, parentage, dedication to God, decollation by PriDM 

Caradoc, restoration to life " after her head had been emytoa o! 

the space of xv year," and subsequent canonisation of St Wini- 

I (red; followed by the service in Latin for her "commemoB- 

tion." 
1 The earliest existing notice of this saint is found in Cotton 
[ MS. Claud. A, v, which begins " Incipit Vita sancte Wenefredfl 
I Tirginia et martyris." The character of the writing is of the 
' twelfth century, but the Holy WeU in Flintshire, dedicated to 
her, OS well as the existence of chapels and other places 
"Walea bearing her name, prove her fame to have been spread 
for some centuries earlier. The Cotton MS. itself was probably 
copied from a nnich older original. Historians have therefora 
agreed to consider her as having lived in the seventh century. 
Being a Welsh saint, her name does not at first seem to have 
been received with any great veneration outside her own 
country, and this may account for the entire absence of all 
notice of her in the early historians. The Cotton BIS. has a 
memorandum in a more modem hand, stating it to he the 
composition of St. Elerius. For this, however, there appears 
to be no other reason than the mention of this saint as St 
Winifred's confessor. It has, however, been adopted by Leland, 
Bole, Pits, and other writers. A second life of St. Winifred 
was undertaken in the year 1140 by Robert, a Welsh monk of 
Shrewsbury, who compiled his account from MSS. then extant, 
with the addition of all the floating details which, in the oont«e 
of oentuMes, the legend bad developed. The fame of the saint 
at that time was rapidly incieaeing, partly owing to the 
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^Jl^oreinonial witt wliich her relics had been, in 1138, translated 
fto the Benedictine Abbey ia Shrewsbury. The Tariations in 
i these two accotmts, especially as to the length of time she lived 
' after her decollation, has induced a belief that they are inde- 
pendent pri>duction8. Had the second history been shorter 
find leas miraculous than the first, there might be Bome reason 
for the opinion. 

In "Liber Feativalis," and in the "Golden Legend," both 

printed by Gaston, are short notices of St. Winifred; but in 

14S4 Caxton himself set about "reducing into English" her 

lafe. It ia unfortunate that he makes no mention of the 

language in which his original was written. There ia no 

xeaaon to suppose that Caston understood Welsh, or else 

doubtleaa ha could have obtained several MSS.* Again, it ia 

very improbable that Caxton translated from hie usual source, 

the French, as the saint was unknown across the Channel. It 

■ ifi therefore moat probable that the Latin account of Eobert, 

I already noticed, was Gaston's original, a probabihty we are 

I not able to verify by collation, as no manuscript appears to be 

f known. 

Caxton's edition has the Latin commemoration of the saint 
I at the end, which was ordained with great ceremony by Arundel, 
I Archbishop of Canterbury, in 1391, who, at the same time, 
removed the day from June Z4th to November 3rd. This 
shows how the fame of St. Winifred had increased. All the 
old legends state that on the spot where Prince Garadoc de- 
capitated the Virgin, there immediately sprung up an impetuous 
stream of healing water. The famous Holy Well is on this 
spot, and thence flows " St Wenefrede's Stream," which empties 
itself at the mouth of the Dee. The fame of wonderful cures 
effected by thoae waters spread all over England, and greatly 
enhanced the shrine of St. Winifred, imtil Holywell became the 
most favoured goal of pilgrims to the north. Caxton could not 
perhaps have chosen a more popular life when he undertook his 
translation. Henry VII buUt an octagonal well over the source 
of the stream, with conveniences for using the waters, and over 
this a beautiful chapel. 

* Llwyd, in his C&toJogae of Welsh MSS., metitioiiig two. 
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9 ehnne was plundeied at the diseolution of the n 
teriee, and a portion of the ruins was, in iSi i, and is ptoMdja 
still used as o. free grammar echooL 

In Caxton's " Polycronieon," m the metrical acMranti] 
Wales, there are twenty-two linos of curious matter concM 
I the Holy Well, and the awful fate which befell the dea 
I of Prince Caradoc 

Only threo copies of this edition are known. There is a 
specimen in the King's Library, British Musexim, a poor im^\ 
Lambeth, and a good one at Ham House, Surrey. 



I No. 66. — Thb noblk Historikb of Kins Akthub ahd 9 

CERTAIN OF HI8 Knibhtb. Folio. " £m;frifnied It 

thitbbey Kestmestre, the last day of Juyl the yere of ow 

Lord M CCCC Ixxxv." 

Collation'. — The prologue and table tate up a 4° and ^; 

the fii-st leaf in the 4" is blank, the nest 3 are signed i\, iJj, 

iiii ; the first four leaves only of the 5° are signed b, bf, t% 

bit) ; afictiefgi)i&I°tnopqratuis;&:a.fit![ 

aa bb te bll are 4°" ; f c is a 3°. In all 432 leaves, of which 
ine is blank. 
Note.— Sig. S ii] is printed Itt iif and C Ij is printed 

I Sir. 

Ttpoghaphical PAKTICDLAI13, — There is no title-page. Bib 

' type throughout is No. 4*. The lines are spaced out to an cTsn 

length of 4§ inches, and 38 make a full page. Without folios, 

head-lines, or catchwords. Initials in wood of three to Stb 

lines in depth. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, Caxton's prologue follows 
on sig. i\, with a 3-line initial in wood. The Test begins 

)ff(, ijsstocBfS as toci of coiiicmplarBon as of alter tigsto 

rj)al airt luorHiIg artrs of ffictf ronqurtours & prpn 

cm/anb also mUsn boa&ES of cnsaiimplrs anb liott 
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The Text ends on the recto of the sixth leaf of sig. ttf the 
verso being blank. 

mntt II Baxt^uxJ ^ottostfj^tonlrsiig it treatetj^ of tfie bgrti^ / 
Isf/antr II acted of ti)e ^astr Itsng ^rtf)ttr/of fitd no&le 
itnggj^ted of t|e || tountre table / tfiegr meruagUoud enque^teg 
anil olmentttted / 1| tf)ae$seusng of tfie ^angreal / $c in tfieniie 
tfie ImUmrn^ Ireti^ & II iiepartsng out of tI)S]S toorOi of tfiem 
atl/to|tcj^e boolt; toad te||)iucetr in to englsss^fie fis ispr 
CJ^oma^ Valors ttnsgj^t a^ afore || i» isastr / antr &s ine 
lieuslreir in to xxi Sootier c^apgtretr antr jj enptsntetr / antr 
^ni0js$e1r in t^aMes toeistmedtre ti)e last tias II of :^ttsl tfie 
grre of out to* / ^ / ©Otatat / taxb / 

C ©axton me fteri f erif 

BsKABEB. — ^There does nqt appear to be any trace in the 
collections of the British Mnsemn, or elsewhere, of a manu- 
script of Sir Thomas Malory's text. Of Sir Thomas himself, 
all we know is contained in the last sentence of his own book : 
•*This book was ended the ninth year of the reign of King 
Edward the fourth by Sir Thomas Malory, Knight;" that is 
about 1470. Gaxton tells us in his prologue, that Sir Thomas 
had ''reduced it from certain books in French." These books, 
judging from the conduct of the story, were the celebrated 
romances of Merlin, Launcelot, Tristram, the Quest du S. 
Giaal, and Mort Artus, on the origin of which romances very 
little appears to be known, though much has been written. 
Manuscript copies of all of them are in the British Museum. 
Caxton's edition was reprinted several times, the last being the 
well-known 4to. volume, edited by Eobert Southey, who has 
prefixed a learned dissertation on the rise and development of 
the story. A very interesting essay upon the character, epoch, 
and authors of the various romances of the Round Table is 
contained in Les Mac Fraiu^,, par M. Paris, voL L page 160. 
See also the introduction of Thomas Wright to his reprint of 
the 1634 edition, entitled The History of King Arthur^ 3 vols. 
London, 1858. Also Lea Romans de la Table Ronde et lea 

u 
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I ancieiu Breloiig, par M. le Vicomte Hersait de k 

8vo. Paris, i860. 

The only iwrfect copy known ia in the library of Erf 

.Icrsoy ; Earl Sponcor has ou imperfect copy, and 3 figment ii 

iu the British Museum. There ia not a copy at LichfielJ, 11 

BUteJ hy Mi. BoUield. 

No, 67. — TuM Life op the noblk and Christian Pbhc^ 

I Chabub TBB Great. Fdio. " Eicplicit per W)Uia» 

B Caxttm." Without Place. "Enprynted the /^ret 3ay 1^ 

P decmbn f M CCCC Ixxxv." 

Collation.— a 6ctlEf85ifeImare4". Inall96 leavM, 
of which a i and X& 8 appear to have been blant. Tt 
Iwif, however, may have had the device. 

Ttfoqraphicai, Particulars. — There ia no title-page. The 
typo is all No. 4*. The pages have two columns, with 39 lines 
to a column. The lines, which are spaced to one length, 
measure 3| inches. "Without folios or catchwords. Woodcnl 
initials three lines deep. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue of the Frenok 
translator foUoivs, on sig a ij, with a 3-line printed initiiL 
The Text bogius thus :— 

f^ lajint |)oui lioctour of somme tserfccs t^ultasnt 

i^t brrvtc safttl) to bs tfiai Doon || iz comsseb &j; t^txt 

at tliyiiflrs tijai ben rc= gmc Bfttngtij |l & rggf)! ac= 

liurrt \ss torBlgiiB / hm iaunt courage /to tije j] fx= 

toretoii II aiiarjjon of tfjc crgaicn fa^tS 



This preface finishes with five hnes down the first colttmn of the 
verso, and is followed by Caxton's prologue, in the same 
which is finished on the 26th line of the opposite colui 

CJUcnnE / for aa mortirSI 
late tiat" fsiiBSS^rt in 
cnprBHtyr tljc liooft of rtip 
noble X* II btjrtoi'sous ^gna 
attftut fsrai II 



T 
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The Tuxt ends witli the following coIoepIiod, 

?!iai)ecf)e tofcfee toas fu= 
nassijeli II m tf)c tEtiucj?iia of 
])tt in to nt=||glsssf)c ti|)cit)tit 
Sag of 3Ju8n tljc |] srconti 
pert of iigng ISgiljarli 1| tlje 
tftprt / ani tfjE perc of ouc || 
lort i« *C(«tffi!T Iiiil)/ 
antr II cntirBiUEti Hje fjirst 
iaj of tiE= II mnbre tijc same 
Kcte of our lort |i K tf)E fgrst 
SrtE of fiBHB 31?ai;cs || Iftf 
Bcurnt!) /|| 

C ^ipltcit p toilliam ffiaxlon 

BBKABK8. — Histories and romances of " Xarlemaine," in 
Fiench and in Latin, ia ptose and in verse, existed so early 
as the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. These became incor- 
porated later in the general histories, such as the " Speculum 
Historiale," the "Fleur des Histoires," &c. The compilation 
of the romance under notice is recounted by the anonymous 
AnthoT himself in his preface and envoye. From these we 
learn that Henry Eolomyet, Canon of Lausanne, regretting 
the existence of several "disjoined" accounts of Charlea the 
Great, "excited" our anonymous Author to compile a con- 
tinuous history of the first Christian King of Franca This 
he did, and the sources of his narration, as well as the con- 
tents, cannot be described better than in his own words, thus 
translated by Caxton (sig. m, 7 recto), " it is so that at the 
requeste of tho sayd venerable man to fore named Maister 
henry bolonnyer chanonne of iausaune J haue been lucjted 
to translate & reduce into Frenssho the mater tofore reduced. 
As moche as toucheth the fyrst & the thyrd book/ J haue 
taken & drawen outo of a book named myrronr hyatoryal for 
the moosfc parte / & the second hook J haue onely reduced it 
out of an oldo romauce in frensshe." 

On comparing the first and last books of the text lader 
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notice with the chapters devoted to Chailemagne, in Yeraid's 
edition of the Speculum Htstoriale (voL iv, book 25), it is 
evident that the compiler did not confine himself to the 
account of Vincent de Beauvais. The Second Book, he tells 
us, was taken from an old romance in French; perhaps the 
same as is still extant in Royal MS. 4 C. zl 10, or the manu- 
Bcrij)t in tlio Imperial Library, Paris, No. 6795. 

It is the French compilation made for Henry Bolomyer which 
Caxton was requested by ''some persons of noble estate and 
degree " — " my good singular lords and special masters " as he 
calls them — to reduce into EnglisL Among these his good 
friend Master William Daubeny, treasurer of the king's jewels, 
who is the only one mentioned by name, seems to have most 
influenced him. 

The only Existing Copy at present known is in the British 
Museum, King's Library (C. 10. b. 9). It is perfect y wanting 
only the two blank leaves, and is in excellent preservation. 



No. 68. — The knight Paris and the Fair Vienne. Folio, 
^^ Explicit per Caxton, Westminster, December igtit, 
1485." 

Collation. — a i t are 4"", l( and e 3"* = 36 leaves, of which 
the last only is blank. 

Note. — tl i is misprinted ( X, 

TypoGRAPniCAL ParticuIxA-RS. — There is no title-page. The 
typo is all No. 4* ; in double columns, the lines being spaced to 
an even length, and measuring 2f inches ; 39 lines to a column. 
"Without folios or catchwords. Woodcut initials. 

The Text begins on sig. a ) recto, 

C Sftctc icBgnnetf) tfiggtorgc majj or ougiftt to f^ant / JT^e 

of II tl)e noile tgrtt balgaunt jsagti || tiaulpftgn tijenne anlr 

& toor^ II tijg fengfltt iUatgia; / tftiia; noble || labg igane torn 

anti of ti)e || fagr ©gene / bij gere to gg^ || bte togti^oute 

tfie iaulplgnia; tiou^ || gi)ter of gsgue tiiat moefte || t!)eg lie^: 

bgennogia; / ftit toi)gei)e || jsgreb to fjaue / anlr prageli 



35uffrei mang aiuerjsgtees our lori J)otf)e ngflijt $^ iag 
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i!S= D caitse of il)rsr trut tdatlltijnj tnpstlt fjauf rfijil 

louf or 11 ttre coutiE eniopE ^roi plap 1| gaunt airt rrt'y 

tfie effm tfiErof of | fci)E to tss tinisnt || amirrc / 

otter/ anS c'uc tort tijonigfill 

The Text ends thus, on sig. E 5 recto, with aisteea lines in 
the first column, 

map actompangt ti)Em in Itc 
pfriHiutailt iUt'cst of fjEum 
amcit/ 

C f:i)iig tntrrtfi tfisstorpE of 
iflE II noble antf Salpaunt 
feng95tpa:|;r5B/anlit6efa5r 
topennc Ijougj) |! trr of tjje 
ioulpiipn of SBcn=||noBS/ 
tt^lBlatrt out of frrnssftE || 
in lo cnglgsstje 6p topUtain 
lSai= II Ion at tetstmrstte 
fpngsa^Eli tljE II last tas of 
august tf)E PETE of II our Jort 
m etitHtitt Uiib/anHII 
cnptpntEti i^E III ^lap of 
»ECEm=ll(irB t^E samE gtw/ 
anlj tJ)c fcrst || pEts of t^t 
xeqm of fepnfl JljaHg || tje 
sfupntti / 

C ©ipltcit p (ffaiton 

Eekakks. — Although frequently copied in manuscript^ and 
often printed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, there are 
few romances so rare as " Paris and Vienne." Translated into 
the " langage provenjal," from the original composition, which 
was in " Catalane," it was turned into Latin, French, Italian, 
Flemish, and English, The French, which was the translation 
Caston used, was accomplished ahout the heginning of the 
fifteenth century, by Pierre de la Sippade, of Marseilles. The 
first printed edition ivas in Italian, at Tr^vise, 1482; the 
secondj Caxton's, 1485. G. Leeu, at Antwerp, 1487, hrought 
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two impressioDS, one in German and one in FrendL 
ikeu de Wonle made an early reprint of Caxton's edition. 
Th« admiration which Jean de Pins, Bishop of Eieux, om 
of the most elegant scholars of his age, conceived for ILii 
tomauce, induced him to turn it into Latin, for the instruction 
of the children of his friend the Chancellor Duprat. It wai 
printed in 1516. The Jesuit Charron, in hia Memoirs of Jean 
de Pins (Ai^'gnoti, Sro, 1748), speaks thus of this romance: 
"As for children, it would be impossible to find a work mow 
fitted to imbue tlie mind with correct taste and elegance itf 
style, to influence their characters by the wisdom of its reflec- 
tions, or to forearm their hearts against those assaults of passion 
vhicb blindly precipitate the young into the abysses of misery. 
The work is truly admirable. The situations are so interesting 
And the dhin&ment so happy, that their conception would reflect 
honour on the best writers of the most renowned ages." (Sea 
Histoire du Cltevalier Paris, et de la hells Vienne, 8to, Paris, 

■83s) 

In the Utterson Library was an extremely rare printed 
■ftdition of the French version, from which Caxton translated, 
entitled " I'Hystoire du vaillant and noble cheualier paris : and 
de la hollo Yiene fille du dauphin de Vienoys." 4to. Pane. 
Jehan Bonfons. c 1500. 

The only Esisting Copt is in the British Museum, It was 
formerly in Ames's possession, but after the issue of "The 
Typographical Antiquities," passed into the library of Sir Hans 
Sloone, and thence into the King's Library, St. James's. 

A reprint of this copy has been edited, with a Preface, 
Glossary, and Notes, by W. C. Hazlitt, for the subscribers to 
the Eoiburgbe Library. London, 4to. i863. 



\ So. 69. — The Golden Legend. Largest Folio. Second Edi- 
tion. Small Head-lines. {1487?) 



Collation. — The same exactly as the first edition, with the 
1 of sigs. X and ^, in which appears the following 
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FUtST EDITION. 

sig. Xf 6 leaves \ 
sig- St 2 „ > = 9 leaves 
tmsigned i 



>9 



SBCOND BDITION. 

sig. X =» 8 leaves. 

signed to X Uiif and followed 

by sig. aa. 



In order to get the matter of the two signatures into one, 
the sixteen pages of X in the second edition are aU made a 
line longer than in the first. This arrangement was evidently 
considered as an improvement, and therefore was later in point 
of time than the edition in which it does not occur. 

Typographical Particulars. — These in the main are 
identical with the edition already described, the chief pecu- 
liarity being that the head-lines of the pages and the head- 
lines of the various lives, which in the first edition are all 
in type No. 3, are in the second edition all in type No. 5. 
We must also notice that in places {e,g, sig. X j recto) the 
large capital letters, used in type No. 6, make an accidental 
appearance in the head-lines, where they were occasionally used 
instead of quadrats. This evinces a much later period for the 
impression than the first edition. 

Rbmarks. — The absence of any complete copy, or indeed 
of any copy having prologues or colophon, suggests the idea 
that certain sheets only may, for some reason, have been re- 
printed to supply deficiencies ; if so, the reprint is so extensive, 
that, for the sake of accuracy, it is better to look upon it as a 
separate edition. 

Existing Copies. — In the British Museum is a copy, of 
which by far the larger portion belongs to the second edition, 
sigs. X to 9 and sigs. @ to aa being of the first edition. In 
the Douce Library at Oxford is a copy, of which by far the 
larger portion belongs to the first edition, the part belonging to 
the second edition being just that which is wanting in the 
British Museum copy ; so that if an exchange could be made, 
the British Museum might have a perfect second edition and 
the Bodleian a perfect first edition. 

Portions of the second edition are in the University Library, 
Cambridge, and the library of the Duke of Devonshire at Chats- 
worth. 



DESCRIPTION OF BOOKS FEINTED 

TYPE No. 5. 



BOOKS PRIXTED IS TYPE Xo. 5. 



7a Good Ma:isen ..... May i ith, 14S7 

71. Sp6cu]T2io. Fint Edition ..... 1487! 

72. DircsctoriuiiL First Edition .... I487? 

73. Horae. Third Edition ..... 1488I 

74. Rcnral ...... . 1488I 

75. Image of Pity ...... . 1489I 

76. Dcctrinal ...... May 7th, I489! 

77. Sf>ecu]uin. Second Eiiti-.-n ..... 1490! 

78. Commemoratio ...... 149 1 

79. I>e Transf jHiratione ..... . 1491 

80. Horae ....... 1491 ? 
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I ETo. 70. — Thk Book of Good Mannebs. Folio. "Explicit et 
Ma eat finis per Caxton." Without Place. " Enprynted 
the 113' day of Maye" the year of ow Lord 1487. 
LLATiON.- — a i ( K e f g are 4", J) a 5° = 66 leavea (no 
blanks). 

Typoqeaphical Particulars. — There is no title-page. The 
type thiouglioT^t ia No. s- "^^^ ^^s s"* spaced to an evan 
length, and meaaiire 4^ inches. A page has 33 lines. With- 
out catchwords or folios. Woodcut initials of two to three 
lines in depth. 

The Text begins on sig. a ) recto, 

l^an 3 tonsstifre ttf ron^pcitms 5f tnanfts of t\ie 
"•romijiillproplttotiictir tiJitljout cnfonnacion & IrcHgna 
btn xulst II airt not mancrt Ipfef bnio lirraliB trufe ncortjjns 
to an olif || 

making a full page. On the verao, with, z-lins wood initial, 

?^tf)E||6oofe of gooli manErs tiie tojirlj teas male Jr com 
pogrli II fig tije bEnrtafile i>c igsrcEtE pEtsone JFwce SapFs 
Ic fltaunt IB II EECBat in Ctroloffpe itlieams of tI)E ortrs of 
sapnt augufitgn il of tijc conuFnt of paras. 

The end is on the tentli recto of sig, if, the verao blank, 

C tPxplif it / Et t)ic ESt finis / pet OTaiton &t 

C dTgngSBljEti antr translate out of frEnsiiE in to EnglgSSSE 
tfjE II biit tag of imm ttif Berc of our lorti M iiii ffl liiibr / 
ant II tt)£ first gtr£ of tl)e regnr of fegng ijarrg tje bij / Mni 
tnptfins II tEi tfjc ij tag of ittasE after / &e 
JLaus tEO 



*3i6 



WILLIAM CAXTON. 




RiSHAiiKS. — Jacques Legrand was an Aiiguatin 
18 stated (thougli upon what authority does not api 
have beea a native of Toledo, in Spain, confessor to Chaila 
VII, and to have refuBed a bishopric. He is known to havt 
been the author of tha " Sophologium," originally written in 
Latin, and translated by himself into French for the Duke of 
Orleans, son of Charles V. He also was the author of "I* 
livre des bonnes meurs," which he dedicated to tha Duke dfl 
Berri. 

In an interesting prologue appended by Caxton to this Trml 
we are informed that he undertook the task at tha desire of 
"William Praat, a fellow-mercer. The terma in which Caxton 
speaks of Praat as "an honest man" and "a eingulaj friend 
of old knowledge," whose death-bed request it was that tba 
book which had pleased and instructed his own mind should 
have greater currency among the people by means of his 
friend's new Art of Printing, prove the close amity which maat 
have existed between the two Mercers. Caxton, according to 
bis fi'iond's wish, translated and printed it "for the aionid- 
ment of manners and the increase of virtuous living." 

Only three copies are known — one at Cambridge, one at th> 
Royal Library, Copenhagen, and one at Lambeth. 



No. 71. Sfeccloh Vit^ Chbisti. FoUo. "Etnprt/nied by 
wyllyam Caxton." Without Place or Date. Edition A. 
(1487)) 

Collation.— a IlcllEfflf|ifilmnDpiJtSare4", 
with the first leaf of sig. a blank ; t a 2", with the fourth leaf 
blank. In all 148 leaves, of which two are blank. 

Ttpogeaphioal PAiLTicnLAna. — Without title-page. Tha 
typo throughout is JTo, 5. The lines are spaced to an even 
length, and measure 4I inches. A page has 33 lines, exclusivB 
of the head-lines, and one lino space between. Without folios 
or catchwords. There are side notes throughout the volnme, 
a rare practice with Caxton, who, however, probably followed 
his copy in this particular, as side notes appear in 1 



iiy louoweu 
1 neodj^lLJ 



BOOKS PRWTBD IS TYPE NO. 5. 

I the manuscript versiona. An initial, cut on wood, 
I overy chapter. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the Text beg 
I eig. a Ij recto : — 

([ Slnrijit Sprculumhttc (Tnsli. 
— |- S tf}e lirgBnngnfle of ^t proljfini? of ttp toofer ijat ig 
^ ilfprt tJ)t msttoiitt of t^c tltsBjjl) Iff of Sijfsu fJirsste 
tffE fgtst patte foe tl)c monetiasc / C a IiEuoute mEl)B= 
tarion of tl)E gtrte rounrcjiU tn iinirne for tfjc rfsfatsngc of 
man || ant fiKs sauacjiDn. (fiapitulum iirimum . C ©f tlie 
manctc 

At the head of sig. 6 i( recto, 

JlEltc tunc C i^nma ]iars ta j. 

iornf all fi)c fflourtr of tjci'nc tuontrunsr ani cominenlrjinfl 
tf)e Boutrasnc toBSctome assmtflj h)Cl f)trc to / 6uf frrtljct: 
mote II 

At the head of Big. f 6 verso, 

C <ffa / lb C 29it iHccnirii C Ctrcia para 

paratientur tljere toitf) a fEtoe smal fgssi&rB ttat ottrc latj) 
|ati II ottrsneti lijcmr as gol) luolt / & soo Hictteiitf) tfje 
^ungels co= II 

The " Speculum " ends at foot of sig. s l recto, 

lOTlr t^esu ant i)is moScr JHatB noto ant tun; toitfioute 
cnte ame 

C ffiiplitit Bpttulum bite (ItriBtt. 

On the verso begins a treatise on the Sacrament of Christ's 
body, 

C ^ sJorfE irratjcE of tfic lisljcst ant most toortts san:a= 
mEntE II of crBBiES filrssit Sotj) . ant lije mmiEBltEs ttctof. 

■which finishes on sig, 1 3 recto with the following imprint : — 

C (EmptBntet ha tosIlBam taiton 
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ExiUBES. — There appear to hnve been two 
■ on the "Life of Christ" in the lihraries of tlie fil 
tury. One hy Father Lndolphe, or Rudolphe (Addit. 
waa translated, as already noticed, into French, and Ihuov 
into English ; but this is an entirely different work to tbil 
printed by Caxton. St. Eonaventnre, in 1410, wrole "Ha 
Life of Christ" in Latin (Soyai 17, D. ivn), which bwami 
Tery popular, and was translated several times into FrenA, 
with amplifications more or les^ In the early part of tin 
fifteenth century Jean de Gallopea, already noticed as flu 
translator of "The Pilgrimage of the Soul" (attte pa^ 159), 
made a French prose translation of Eonaventure's Latin irmt 
{Royal 20, B. iv). This bears a close resemblance to d» 
English text as printed by Caxton, was dedicated by Galloiw 
to Henry V, and probably had considerable cuirencj among 
the English, to whom Gollopes, if not an Englishman liimsulf, 
was well known from his connection with the I>uke of Bed- 
ford. The anthor of Caston's English text is nntnown, bnt 
he professes to have borrowed largely from the Latui of JBonfr 
venture. 

Of the " Speculum vitEB Christi " two distinct ediluoi 
were issued, both printed with the same types, page for pags, 
line for line (with few exceptions), and nearly letter for lettet 
The typographical minntije do not enable ns with facility to 
determine which edition has the better claim to priority of 
workmanship. The greatest Tariations will bo fotmd in the 
head-lines, where, from sig, ft to the end of tbe volume, there 
is a difference in every page ; one edition (A) using the wwd 
Ca in the heads, while the other (B) has the full word (Catlt= 
V tUlum. In the University Library, Cambridge, there is a 
' copy of each edition. 

There is a curious transposition of pages in the copy belong- 
ing to W. K Watkyn Wynne, Esq., proving that even so late 
as 1489, the practice of printing one page at a time waa retiuned. 
This is shown by the verso of sig. t \i\\ being printed on the 
recto of sig. t 6, and vice versA. In sig, t there are sevetd 
instances of the side notes having been blocked out in the 
printing Pressmen call it " a bite." 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE NO. 5. 

ExiSTiSQ Copies.— Britiah Museum ; Cambridge ; Hunterian 
m, Glasgow j aud four in privato libraries. One of the 
iopiea in the I!ritish Museum is on vellum, and before the 
"eformation was in Ston Nunnery. 



[ No. 72. — DntEOTORlDM SiCBltDOTtlM, UNA COM DsFEHBOBIO 

KjrsDKM; ITEM Tractatub qui DicrruB Cbbdb mihi. 
FoHo. Second Versitm, First Edition. Per William 
Caxton apud westmonesteriu. Without Dale. (1487 1) 

Collation. — Kalendar a. 3°, signed j i] ilj ; a t C b e f g 
t i 6 I in n p q are 4°'; r a 5"; B t are 4"*. In all 160 
leaves. In the only copy known the whole of the kalendar ia 
inserted between the first and second leaves of aig. a, making 
a f appear as the first leaf in the book. 

Kote.— The signature to e j ia not printed, 

Ttpographical Pakticdlars. — Without title-page. The 
type is all No. 5. The lines, which are fully spaced out, 
measure 4f inches. Exclusive of headlines , there are 33 to 
the page. Without folios or catchwords. A few a-line wood- 
cut initials. 

The work commences with a kalendar of the months, a 
month to a page, each being headed by a Latin couplet on 
unlucky days, and a woodcut KL, 

The Test begins on sig. j recto, 



EC 



13rima iifs mensfs.& srptima truncal bt cnsis 
Jjanuatius Jft tits iiij / luna ijEto in 

Hi 21 ^anuatii tffircusicto tm tup fm ix I'c 

The Text ends on sig tS verso, 

tse miclji/ iHa qui piElicaa rcgulas mcmotttci trnEt iiii potf= 
lit enace in ectuicto liiuino / Z9co gtas / 

C fflaiton mc fieri fecit 
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Kemarks. — The largo woodcut, which is really on aig. a| 
vorso, ia, in the only known copy, transposed, very natnrally, to 
precede the Kalendar. This »t first misleada one to believe that 
it does not belong to the Tolnine. It measures 9x5! inchai, 
and occupies the entire page, being thiia described by Herbert— 
" Is the middle part Christ is seen naked, half length, aa at a 
window, with his arras across and his head inclined, showing the 
wounda on his hands and under the right breast ; a spear erect 
on the light and a sponge on the left ; over his head is a tablet 
with INRL On a tablet beneath the window the title appears 
evidently to have been printed, but from this copy has been 
indiscreetly cut out. About this middle part are a8 et^usie 
divisions, each containing some symbol of the passion, fonnine 
a kind of border." An engraving similar in deaign was hbw 
for the " Hoke," described at Ifo. 75 poat. 

There was another edition of this work in type No. 6, printed 
in 14S9 {see No. 87). In both the Ijitin is printed with many 
contractions. In the various editions of " Typographical Anti- 
quities," these two editions being treated as one has led to sarezil 
errors. 

The numerous and constantly varying alterations in tha 
daily order of Church Sorvioe must have rendered, in all agea, 
a book of directions most necessary to all officiating priesta. 
But the introduction of new Feasts and Conimemorations 
would, in course of time, render any such hook incorrect. 
Thus it happened that Clement Maydestone, a monk of the 
order of St. Bridget, and a priest, finding, as he tells us in hia 
prologue, that one of the most important festivals in the 'jeta, 
that of Corpus Chriati, with its Octave, was, according to the 
written directions, celebrated cum regimuie chori, while the 
admitted and general custom of the Salisbury rule was to 
celebrate that festival siTte regimiiie chori ; finding also several 
necessary things omitted altogether, and a wrong dispodtion 
made of others, determined, by the consent of his superiors, 
to correct and supply all defects. When Clement Maydestone 

. had thus reformed and renewed the Pica, he gave his woric 
7! recognised title of " Directorium Saoerdotum." Thia 

iis the text as printed by Caxton. 
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I Clement Maydestone appears to have been the soa of Thomaa 
Hffaydestone (probably of Hounalow, Middlesex), and flourished 
Kn the reign of Henry V. An account of the martyrdom of 
Riiclibiahop Scroop is also ascribed to hini, 
f In the latter hali of the fifteenth century the reformed Pica 

■ of Maydestone was again collated with the true " Sanim Ordi- 
1 Dale," by one Clarke, a singing man of King's College, Cam- 
' Tmdge, by order of the XTniversity, which at this period eyideatly 
' followed the Salisbury use. A notice of Clarke's work may be 

Been in the prologue appended by Pynson to his " Directorium " 

■ of 1497. In the copy of this edition, lately purchased of Mr. 
yMasfcell for the British Museuro, are numerous notes in the anto- 
, graph of Bishop "Wagstaffe, the nonjuror, which have supplied 

material for some of the above remarks. 

I The only Existing Copy at present known is that in the 
cKmg*a Library, British Museum (C. 10. b. 16), which ia perfeci, 
MB tail condition, and meaEurcs 10^ x 7J inches. On a fly-leaf 
^B the autograph " W. Eayntun, Gray's Inn, bought of a man 
tintrodnced by Doctor Nugent." This copy, which is catalogued 
' "by Dr. Middleton as being in the University library, Cam- 

Wdge, was stolen thence between 1772 and 1778. Before 

1787 it waa purchased by W. Bayntun^and probably (though, 

of oouise, in ignorance) from the thief himself. 



, Na 73. — ^HotLS — A Fraomest. — TJiird EdiHon. 8t-o. Sine 
vMnotA. (14SS!) 

The Collation cannot be given, eight leaves, or the whole 
of Eg. HI, being all that is known at present. 

Typographical PAKTicuLAiia.- — The type is No. 5 only. The 
lines, of which there are seventeen to the page, are fully spaced 
out and in length measure 2| inches. Large full-faced capital 
letters are used. 

On sig. m f recto the Text begins, 

iSon fECiSfi 
The first words on the rectos of each loaf are — i, noit: 
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wood- I 



2, ptt^anc; 3, Ijabitatilf ; 4, a Soro; 5. (injuied) 

out ; 7, Bominc ; 8, SionrS ; the last word on the eighth verao, 
being rOSpui. 

The woodcut on m 6 recto is an "Image of Pity," Tery 
similar in treatment to that noticed on. page 316. It occnpifia 
only the depth of ten lines of text, and beneath, in six linea, 
is the foUowing : — 

»Co tjcm tftat itfou * * * * jma ^^J 

ge ofpstc tinioutlj) sc^ . b . $'t ^^H 

nostn / b . auses ^a.**** ips= ^^H 

trouBlB itt)oltiBng ****** ot ^^H 

Xp's paBBBon ar grauntrt * * ♦ * I 

iffi / hii . ffl: & . lb / strcB of parlion 1 

These unique leaves, which liave evidently been rescued \ 
from the binding of an old book, were presented, in 1858, by 
llr, Maskell to the British Museum (C. 35- a)- Measurement 
5^x4 inches. They are in the eame binding as the fragments 
of another Horffi described at page 332. 



^^ No. 74.^The Eotai, Book oa Book foe a Kisg. Folio. 
^^L Without Printer's Name, Place, or Date. " Trammed 

^^H otit of frensshe into englyeshe hy me wyUyam Caxtonj 

^^^L whiche iranalamtm was Jynysshed the xiij day of tep- 

^^1 iembre in the yere of our lord M / CCCC . Ixxxiiij." 

^m 

^^ Collation.— a fitllcfB!)iftIinnopiltStBrB4", 

the first leaf of a being blank ; U a 5", with the last leaf blank. 
In all 162 leaves, of which two are blank. 

Note. — in tif is wrongly signed m ii; and Jl j is wrongly 
signed n tiij. 

Typographical Pabticulaks.— There is no title-page. The 
type is entirely No. 5. The lines are fully spaced out, and 
measure 4I inches, 33 forming a full page. "Without folios or 

I catchwords, a-hne initials in wood are used at the commenoe- 
taeat of the chapters. There are six small vignette iUuatrations 
ki wood, all of which, however, except the first, which appeawlji 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE NO. $■ 

in the " Golden Legead," are from the " Specn 
described, where they are suitad to the text, and not, a 
need without any lefeience to fitness. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows o 
recto, with a a-line initial. 

The Text begins thus :— 

wgaj^an S wmmfire anti tafee i)rte of H)e conucrsacion 
^"■^of II hs tjat Igue in tljis tocrtdjrt Igf . in tuljicij is no 
surrte II nt stable atstifing . ^nti also tite contsnucl bessncfl 
of eucrg [| 

The Test ends, with a full page, on sig. U 9 recto, 

'nrtiis 6oofe luaa mmpBlrt He mate atte rrqufstc Df fegng 
^firljip of jFraunce in tijt stxt of tijsncamarBon of one 
lorl) / M . (t(ft ■ Iiiii . Sf ttanslatrt or ic1i\iceh out 
frcnB6t)r in II to EnglBSSijE Ijj mt toEflBam CTaiton . attt 
tf qucatc of a ljjor= || st)ipful raartfiaunt & meua of lontion . 
toSicl)c3instauniJBtf=|| 



to tie rallrti l^gaU / as tofoce is sap . tuljirfie tiansian'on oe 
iE= |] iucBng ouK of frmsstf "i to rnfllBSSfie toos acijpeurt . 
fgnijs; II sl)rt & arromplBBSijEl) Mje itij tag of Stptcmtte m 
tttpfK of lltfiBntarnacBon of out lortr.JIH / «T<flC(C.liniiit/ 
ani in ttiellsftona sro of cje ^StanE of iSfing iSBrfiarli 
tfietSBrt/ll 

In the printed epilogue appended to the book by Caxton 
we road ; — " Which book is called in Prench ' Le iivre 
Royal,' that is to say the royal book, or a hook of a king; for 
the Holy Scripture calleth every man a king which wisely and 
perfectly can govern and direct himself after virtue." But " Le 
Iivre Eoyal " was by no means the title by which Caxton's con- 
temporaries knew this work. The most common name is that 
found in Rot/al MS. 19 C. n "Le Iivre des Vices et daa 
Vertus;" although it was sometimes entitled "La Somme de 
Boi," or "La Somme des Vices et dea Vertus." By whatever 
name known it was for centuries a favourite book, as is proved 
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by the numerous copies still extant. Its author is said to be 
'^Frero Laurent de Totdre des predicateurs et confesseur de 
Fhillippo Ic Ilardi " (Lea Mae, Fraru^. t iii, page 388), but his 
name docs not appear in any of the above-mentioned manu- 
scripts of the work. Very soon after its appearance it ifZA 
favourably received in England, wherci in the year 1340, it 
was translated by a priest of Kent, for the purpose of being 
read to the people in their own dialect. This was called '' The 
Aycnbite of Inwit," and was printed from the Arundel MS. 
(No. 57) in the British Museum, in 1855, for the Bozbnrghe 
Club. Another and purer translation into English (Addit 
1 70 1 3) was also made in the fourteenth century. 

Existing Copies. — Ecdfordshire General Library, British 
Museum, Cambridge, and five in private collections. 

No. 75. — Image op Pitt. Quarto Broadside, Sine tdld naUL 
(1489?). 

This is a woo<lcut measuring 5| x 3I inches, printed on 
one side of a quarto. Like the folio woodcut described at 

page 320, and the 8vo cut described at page 322, there is a 
central figure of our Saviour upon the Cross, surrounded by 
cigliteen small comjKirtrnonts, each having some reference to 
tlio Passion. J5cnoath tlie central figure tlie block has been 
cut, and the following sentence inserted in tyj^c Xo. 5 : — 

JTo tfiem tfiat before 
tf)i0 gmafle of ppte tie 
uoutlg gage b ^r nr 
b aiueg & a dretio pj)^ 
teuoujJlg teijortgng ttjejse 
ar of Xp0 pamo at 
grauteti xxxi) ♦ iH ♦ bi^ iffi 
ic lb . getejj of partion • 

No. 76. — The Doctrij^al op Sapience. Folio, " Caxton me 
fij'H feciV^ Without Place or Date, Translated May 
jih, 1489. 

Collation.— a 13 (tt ID ffi ;fF © ?ft 3f are 4~ ; H and 
H 5"". In all 92 leaves. Xo blanks. 
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Tytoqbaphical PAiiTiouiJ,Ba. — There is no title-pige. 
E type throughout is No. 5. The lines, which ore Bpncod t 

1 longth, measure 4J inches, and there are 33 to a page. 
P Without folios or catchwords. There are sido-notea, which, 
■ however, never exceed the three letters (ffia, which ate placed 
in the mat^ whenever an "Example" occura in the Text.,. 
Two woodcuts and printed initials. 
The Text begins on Big. S j recto, with a 3-Iine initial, 

5is tfiat is toritfrn in tljis 1b1j?I fiofee ougijit tijc ptrsltrs 
10 Icrnc anti trrlje lo tiifjtr pargsslifs : Snli also il is iif= 
tcssarg foe sgmplE preslts Itjai ImlJETBtoic not tiic scriii 

This prologue is followed by the table, which commences on 
the bottom line of sig. 3 i verso, and finishes at foot of 21 Hi 
recto; and on the verso, with a woodcut down the side of the 
type, and a 2-line initial iE, is the commencement of Uie 

rt*?flErE crgstm mm Sc 

tuoman ougtit to Iii 

IfuE fexmt\s tl)e lii avtfi= 

tifs of tijf ctistcn frit|. 

On ^ i is another woodcut, the Crucifixion, also from the 
" Speculum." On the verso of sig. 3 if. tl^o 54th chapter ia 
thus dismissed ; — 

C ®f tljE ncflSBtnrfS of tfjc masse an^ of rijc rcmctiBts 3 
jiaa I! BE cuEi; foe it appcttEunrtlj to iirrstrs & not to laie 
men . ffl . liiiii [| 

The Text ends on the tenth recto of sig. 5., 

80^ ti t)is fltacE grnunfE for to gouuEniE bs in surf) tnj>Be 
ani II l8UE in tIjBs sljort Igf tl)at tor mac roniF lo ftps bljisss 
foe to Ig II UE anb tEgnr tlifrr tojjttioiil Eutjc in SECula becu= 
lorum amen 

C ^Ttms Euirti) tljE lioEtrinal of sapgrncE tljE tofjprfjE is 
rsflttt II titilE ani ptoufEj3talilE to allt EtsstEn mtn/hfinc^t 
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is translatrli H out of jFrmsiir in to mglpss&e 6? togllsei 
Cjxion at torstmt 1 ssirr fpngssljflr tlje . hij . lag of mat 
lljr prrr of our lort ,' iH / «rt || Ini ii 

Ctaiion me firri fecit 

On the verso is Caxtoc's large device. 

Kemares. — The " Manipulus Curatomnj," compiled ii 
tbe early part of the fonTteenth, waa printed frequently in Qh 
fifteonlh century. Greswell mentions — "Savilliajii anno 1470; 
Ang, Viadel. 1471 ; Geringat Paris 1478 ;" and several tima 
later. In these, as in all the early French editions, tJie anthoi- 
ship 18 ascribed to Guy, Archbishop of Sena, who died 1409. 
This has been adopted by the compilers of the Haileian 
Catalogue (hl 1552), and from them by all subsequent biblio- 
graphers. That it is, nevertheless, erroneous, appears from the 
extracts given abovcL In no manuscript copy is the authorehip 
attributed to Guy de Roye : in fact, it ivas well known before 
his time, for it was " envoi4 h, Paris," by Blanche, Queen of 
. Fnmce, who died in 1370. The archbishop was, nevertheless, 
the cause of its being circulated in the French language; for 
about the year 13S8 he employed several doctois of divinity to 
translate it from the original Latin, and promoted its use by the 
cletjy in all the parishes of his diocese. Further than thia be 
appears to have had no direct connection with it. 

It was known in France under the titles of "livie de 
Sapience" and "Doctriiial de la foy catholique," but most 
commonly as " Le Doctrinal au simples gens." 

The following remark of Mr. Douce is written in hia copy of 
the " DoctrinaL" " The Sermons of Vitriaco," or some othOT of 
his works, much quoted in " Scala Perfectioois," seem to have 
been used in the " Doctrinal." 

Existing Copub. — Cambridge and Oxford (a), and seven in 
private libraries. The copy at Windsor Castle is so interesting 
that a special description is necessary. It ia printed on vellum, 
and has a chapter on ' ' Negligences happing in the Mass," wbicli 
does not appear in any other known copy. The parchment used 
is very coarse, discoloured, uneven in substance, and disfignrod 
B|Uh holes. Di. Dibdin could never have seen it, or he would 
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not have written in tenns of admiration. A slip of paper at 
the begioning states, "This book was presented to the Koyal 
Library by Sir, Bryant," wbich waa doubtless tiie reason why 
it was (together with the jEsop) retained when that eplendid 
collection became national property. It is not known how 
Bryant obtained it, but it is curious to note in these days, when 
every leaf of a Caxton represents a bank-note, how Bryant 
demurred at giving the exorbitant price of four piineaa for this 
Tellnm copy, and then only after mature consideration with 
" old Pain," the celebrated bookbinder. 

The unique chapter at the end of this copy occupies throe 
leaves, unsigned, and begins thus ; — 

C ®f ttiE nFttiflmcts tappims in Hje masse . ants of Hjt 
xtm= \\ tgES (<ta)]ttiilo ' Iiiiif a 

^SJfee as toe Jauc st^i rtiat Hjjjs is matie tsiifrpallj} 
3K* foe tije spmpU jirplE-anti fot tfjc BjimjilE prrstra.tofiiffii 
hnSfrstonli not latin / figcauar titat ttc is not so sutEji= 
»a«t||6ut tijat somienxf for ntrligrnce oi olljct topr Ijr 
mag fagUfii 

The whole of this chapter is very curious, and is occupied 
with what the officiating priest is to do- — if, after the conse- 
cration of the wine, he remembers that no water had been 
mingled with it ; or finds that he has consecrated water only ; 
or remembers that he has eaten ought flinco midnight; or 
finds a fly, a " loppe," or a venomous beast in the chahce ; 
whether, if a small piece of meat abide in the teeth, and be 
swallowed during the celebration, it incapacitates the priest 
from singing Mass ; what is to be done when the priest lets 
fall any portion of the consecrated elements, or meets with a 
similar accident. 

On the third verao the chapter ends, 

antr j>f t\)t tiotiB of 3(fjEB« cti'st 
or ong ptrre fjllc b^jon tiit pallc of tlir aultcr or lijion ong 
of tije II bestginrntes tfiat ben lilessjiti * tte fim ousljt not 
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to it cnttt II Of on tofiBctie tt m fallen . but tt oug^t rtgj^t toel 
to It b)a00f)en || ^ntj tiie b)a00l)sng *to be ssuen to i^t 
mgnigtres for to Jriufee / 1| or ellBS tjrsnfee it tgrn jjrtf / 
^|t0 rt)apttre to fore S Jurist not ^tttt in t^t 6otu 6$ tawt 
it II fe not conuengent ne apartegngng tftat euerg laje man 
gflpltie II ttnotoe tt dSt cetera / 



Xo. 77. — Speculum Vit-e Christi. Folio. "Emprynted by 
vryllyam Caxton" Without Place or Date. Edition B, 
(1488?) 

Collation the same as No. 71. 
Typographical Particulars the same as No. 71. 
Commencing with a blank leaf, the Text begins thus on 
sig. a i] recto : — 

C Snttptt Speeulum btte (ftxinti . 

r^ ^^^ ieggnngnge of t^e profiemse of t^e boofce tj^at us 
)^ clepetj tlje mgrroure of ti)e fileggglf Igf of SJftesu (ttrgste 
tfje fsrst parte for tfie monetjage/IC^ ieuoute metrj^ 
tacion of tlje grete counceuU in i)euene for ft^t re^torgnge of 
man jj antj figs sauacgon . orapitulunt primunt ♦ ^(Bfiiit 
manere || 

At the head of sig. ft i] recto, 

Die lune C ^rima par^ ffiapitnio f 

iome all tfje CTourte of fjeuene toonljrgnge antj commentrgnge 
tije goucragne togseljome a^^entei toel ftere to ♦ fiut fortijer? 
more 



At the head of sig. f 6 verso, 

C Sie mercurir C ^Tercia pars ffiapitulum xb / 

parauenture ti)er totti^ a feto smale fissi&es ti&at oure latrg 
fjalr II oriegnetr t^enne as gotJ tooKr.*: soo ttertogtf) ti)e 
aungels eo:= 



The " Speculum " ends at foot of sig. J3 i recto, 
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ts» molifr Max^t note ant eiin; tojitJjout tnb amtn 
q; (!?j;))lirit speculum bite tftctsti. 

On tlie vereo is a treatise on the SQcraineut of Christ^a body, 

C 2L BfiortE trrafijcr of tfic tUJftfS' a"^ most toortftj} Bacra= i 
mtnte li of trsstrs llcsfiiti lioig . ani lf)c mtcucBlUa tijtrof / | 

which finishes on sig. t 3 recto with the following imprint ; — 

C tCmprBnirtj fij} tojj'lBant tniton 

On tho verso of the same leiif the Text ends, 

C Sfiesu lort rt)8 bUsssH Igf / tflpe ant tomforfe oum 

totrt II c|)iS Ijjf ■ amm • boo mote it it 

ffiiplpcit Bprrulum bile iCiisti romplefc/ 

C 3in nmni tritulactone / icmiitactone • neressitate & an= 

gtts^a II Buccurrc nobis pijssima talTga matta Hmen. 

The recto of sig. t 4 is blank, and the verso occupied with 
Caxton's device. 

EnSTlNG CoPiZS. — British Mv^eum; Cambridge; Lambeth 
and two in private collections. 



So. 78. COMMKMOBATIO LiMENTATIONlS BTVE CoMPASBIOHlB * 

BBAT^ Mabi^ in mortb fiui. Quarto. Without ' 
Najite, Place, or Date. (1491 % 

Collation. — a J C 1) are 4'", signed on the first and third 
leaves only. Altogether 32 leaves. If a sheet is printed in 
4to, a signatuto on the first page is sufficient guide for the 
binder; and two sheets so printed, and the second inserted 
after folding inside the first, would give signatures as in this 
copy, and, as in the " Scrvitium," No. 79, which has Caxton's 
imprint. This method, however, points to a late period of 
Caxton's career, and the date 1491 has therefore been affiled. 

Typographical Pahtioiilabs. — There is no title-page. Typo . 
No. 5 only. The lines are evenly spaced, and 24 to a fall ! 
page. Without folios or catchwords. One small woodont is I 
on the first page. 
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Tlio Test Ijcgiua OE a [ recto, 

(ffomcmoraro Hamrtnrois sint ropassioia SI 
matic i moctf &li( *c it (ffomtmorato bit ma; 
tie piEtatiB 1)1' gmmotarn pictalis q rcltftran 
titbtX fcria scita imrtiatr pcrtrte lomtta i pi 
one p to q) tpo Iie legit' t tcrt'ia lie tesuBctti 
lajait 

The Co ram em oration ends on sig. Ir 8 vereo. 

This particular Commemoration seems quite unknown to 

all bibliographers ; and of the edition printed by Caxtoo, the 

only copy known ia preserved in the Public Library at Ghent 

j'first recognised as a Gaston by Mr. IL F. A. G. Csmp- 

\ bell, chief librarian of the Koyal Library, The Hagne. 

ITo, 7g. — Sbbvitium db Teansfiqiiratione Jhebd CHKDsn. 
Quarto. Caxton me Jiert fedt, WUhout Place or Dak. 

(149,1) 

Collation. — Sig, a oonsista of a sheet folded in quarto, 
having a half-sheet inside ; the first recto of the sheet is 
unsigned, but upon the first recto of the half-sheet, which is 
the third recto in the book, ia the sig, a ij. Sig. fi is a whole 
sheet, signed only on the first recto, t j. There are altogetbei 
ten leaves and no blanks. 

Typographical PARTicuLABa. — There is no title-poga. Hia 
type is No. 5 only. The lines are spaced to an even length, 
and measure 3^ inches. 24 lines to a full page. "Without 
folios or catchwords. One small woodcut of the traDsfigaiation 
on the first recto. The initial letter in wood, with many 
rubrics, are printed in red, not as noticed in " Quatre derren- 
nieres chosee," by the same pull of the press, but by a separate 
operation. 

The Text begins on an unsigned leaf, in red ink, 

C ©ctawo 3II19 augusti fiat Bftuic' /If In 

The Text ends on sig. iti 4 verso, 

Bci tie9 . ^ct oia Brl'a scndocu amm 
C utaiton int fieti friit/ 
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B&UAEKS. — This little tract has considerable intereBt fori 
tlie bibliographer, for although Caston had already printed fl 
several Bervico books before this was tmdertaken, Buch as the I 
two (if not three) editions of the "Horse" (pages 189 and 240 1 
ante), the Psalter with Sen'ice for the Dead (page 105 ante), 
and the " Servitinm de Visitotioue " (page 264 atUe), not 
to mention the serrice books for the priests, such as " The 
Pestial " and the three editions of " Directotium," yet this can 
certainly claim a unique distinction in two particulars, for it 
is the only perfect service book in the types of Caxton, and it I 
IB the only one known to have his imprint. I 

The obaervationa concerning the printing of the "Hone," ] 
last noticed, might be repeated here. This also has every 1 
appearance of being a very late issue. No other book from J 
the same press was signed in a eimilar way. Tiie first sheet 
was evidently, like sig. i, printed four pages at once, in which 
case it would be only necessary to sign the Jirst page, so as to 
show the binder how to fold it. As in the first sheet the red- 
ink title and the woodcut would answer that purpose, we find 
no signature at all ; but the first page of the half-sheet, which 
is the ildrd leaf in the tract, is signed a ((. This is very 
systematic, and according to the same plan the second eheet 
is signed t ) on the first recto only ; hut it is an advance in I 
the art, beyond the usual practice of Caxton. ' 

This service is one of the numerous additions made to the 
" Church Calendar " in the fifteenth century, and, being newly 
ordained by the Church, would not be found in the old manu- 
Bcript " Service Books." To supply this deficiency it was, 
therefore, printed separately. 

The only Existins Copy was purchased many years ago 
in a volume of theological tracts by Joshua Wilson, Esq., of 
Tunbridge Wells. When, in 183T, Mr. Wilson presented a 
large portion of his collection to the Congregational Library, 
Elomfield Street, London, this volume was among the number. 
Here it was first noticed, in i860, as containing a Caxton, by 
Mr. Cowper, who sent an account of the volume to Notes awd 
Queries. It was determined shortly after to dispose of it, and, 
in July 1862, it came under the hammer of Mr. Puttick, 
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when il fetched the high price of jQzoo, and added anotha 
isitj to the Castonian treasures of the British Moseam. 
Th.G Toltuue is in iU original binding, eomewhat dilapidated, 
of oak boards covered with stamped leather, and contain! 
besides four other black-letter ttacta. 




k 



Ko. 80. — Hob* — aFragmzst. Fuurth Edit ion. Svo. Sineulli 
twtd. (1490 1). 
The CoiiAllON cannot be given, as four leaves only, Bigned 
tit) a, tl iij, 1i iiii, are known. 

Ttpogbaphical Particulabs. — The type is No. 5 only. 
The lines, of which there are seventeen to a page, are fully 
spaced out, and measure 2^ inches. Large full-faced Lom- 
Wdic capitals are plentifully used, and printed in red ink 
separately, as are also such words as Psalmus and Vereiele. 
This points to quite a late production in the career of Caston, 
probably after he had resigned the management of the practical 
part to hia successor, Wynken de Worde. 

The Text of sig. t f recto begins thus, with a 2-line capital 
® in led ink, 

d^ (Bloiiosa frmina txtU ^^M 

la p'rprt siirra qui tr rrc= ^^M 

autt prouitiE lartasti sacro bdrie ^^| 

These are Latin rhymes printed as prose. 

The first words on the succeeding recto are — 2, runt libC- 

rati ; 3, lominum ; 4. B£u«- 

These unique leaves, which have evidently been used as 
binder's waste to form the covers of a book, were presented to 



the British Museum, in 
Measurement 5^x4 inches. 



, by Mr. Maskell (C. 35. a.). 
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8i. Fayts ' , 

82. Statutes ..... 

83. Govemal .... 

84. Reynard. Second Edition . 

85. Blanchardyn .... 

86. Four Sons of Aymon 

87. Directorium Sacerdotum. Second Edition 

88. Eneydos ..... 

89. Dictes. Third Edition 

90. Mirror. Second Edition . 

91. Divers Ghostly 

92. Fifteen Oea .... 

93. Art and Craft .... 

94. Courtesy. Second Edition 

95. Festial. Second Edition 

96. Four Sermons. Second Edition . 

97. Ars moriendi .... 

98. Chastising ..... 

99. Treatise of Love 



1489 

1489 
1489 

1489? 
1489? 

1489? 
14^? 
i490? 
1490? 
1490? 
1491? 
1491? 
1491? 
1491! 
1491? 
1491? 
1491? 
149 1? 
1491? 
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Na 8i. — Thh Fayts of Akms and or Chivalry. Folio. "Per 
Caxlon." Without Place. P}-iiited tite z^th day of July, 
tlie fourth year of the reign of K. Henry VII., or 1489. 

Collation. — Two unsigned leaves of table ; ^ )S QE JS IJ^ 
,-r©Si3(^1f.iaia®l$«!3KaU 4^-; S a 3", with the 
last leai blank. In all 144 leaves, of which one is blank. 

Ttpoqbaphical Pabticdlaeb. — There is no title-page. The 
whole book is in one type only. No. 6. The lines, which are 
folly spaced out, measure 4f inches, and there are 31 to a full 
page. "Without folios or catchwords. "Woodcut initial letters. 

The Test begins, with a 3-lin6 initial, 

jj^ ©re firffnnnttf) tije tafile ai tte niStjjsi&BS of tije 
ara ba\t of lije fngt of atmcs anli of ffliipualtjje totitfie 
^^ aaBli tofer ifl licpartBli in to foure parlsfB / 
C STijE fj>rst pattfie lEUSSErti ti)E manEte tijat feijngeg anlr 

On eig. 13 j recto, 

jUcre fitgpnnEiti Hje fioofe of faBtttB of armrB Sc of ffliiguaU 
rgE / anlj tf)E fitst rfiapctte is rt)e ptoloouE / in tofjirfie iiiib= 
stjjnE of puBE CMUBEtf) t't BEif to tauE Sm rniEqJiBse to 
spettE II of BO 1)(>E matEte as 13 contE^ncti in tljiB sajili Iiooft 



The Text e 



Q the verso of the Si 



e leaf. 



L 



TEmasnE aUctoag bjjrtotBOus / anli iaj)!? encrEaci fro btc 
tu to bnrtut Sc fro ficttEr to bEttcr to f)is laulE & tonQur in 
tljis II prEBfut Igf /tijat Hftn; ttjis sijort & transitorfic Igf / 
5f wag at= II tEgne to EUErlaBtgng Ijjf in ^turn/ffliaticfjE 
aoi BtauniE to || l)gm an! to allc fijis ISEflt Vfplf StiSffija/ 
i3n: (B'ajron 
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Bemares. — There is a MS. in the British Museum (Ray, 15 
E vi) containing the original French text of Christine de Pisan. 
It agrees very accurately with Caxton's English version, and 
has the introductory chapter, in which Christine excuses her- 
self, and explains her reasons for writing a work on chivalry. 
This manuscript is also interesting from having been written 
for the celebrated John Talbot, Eari of Shrewsbury, who died 
in 1453, and by whom it was presented to Queen Margaret 
A still greater degree of interest would invest the volume if we 
suppose it to be the identical manuscript from which Caxton 
made his translation. This is ceri»inly not improbable, as the 
original from the Royal Library was intrusted to our printer, 
for the purpose of translation and printing, by King Henry VII 
of England, as we learn from the prologue : — " which book, 
being in French, was delivered to me, William Caxton, by the 
most christian king, my natural sovereign lord. King Henry 
VII, in his Palace of Westminster, and desired me to translate 
this said book, and to put it in print." 

Many French bibliographers (Les Msc. Fraru^. t. v, page 94) 
ascribe the composition of " Fait d'Armes et de Che valeric " to 
Jean le Meun, so well known from his connection with "Le 
Roman do le Rose." The sole reason for this appears to have 
been the fact that Jean le Meun translated into French the 
celebrated work of Vegetius, "De re militari," written in 1284, 
a work often quoted in the " Faits d'Armes \ " but since the 
writings of Christine have become better known, no one has 
ventured to claim for the thirteenth, a work containing refer- 
ences and facts applicable only to the fifteenth century. That 
a book on the " Rules of War " should in any age have been 
written by a woman, is sufficiently improbable to require a 
critical examination ; and, therefore, as the claims of Christine 
to the authorship of " Les Faits d'Armes " are still denied by 
some writers, it may not be inappropriate to state both sides of 
the argument. 

Among the manuscripts in the British Museum is one 
entitled "The Boke of Noblesse" {Royal 18, B. xxii). This, 
for the first time, was printed in i860, for the members of 
the Roxburghe Clnb. The author is entirely unknown, and 
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the only reason for mentioning this at all is that the name of 
Christine frequently appears in its pages as an authority upon 
military matters, hut is always referred to as "Dame Cristyn 
in hir hooke of Tree of Batailes," or some mihtary phrase. 
But "L'Arbre des Battailes" is the well-known compilation 
of Honors Bonet, of which copies may be seen in Royal 20 C. 
vm, and Addit. 22768. Now, what is the natural conclusion 
from this erroneous ascription ? Evidently that the unknown 
writer of the "Book of Noblesse," quoting probably from a 
copy of "L'Arbre des Battailes,*' which had neither prologue 
nor epilogue ; and having in his mind the great fame of 
Christine as the writer of a book on a similar subject, made 
the not unpardbnable mistake of misquoting the author's name, 
and attributing to Christine, the compiler of "Les Faits 
d'Armes," all the quotations drawn from Bonet's " L'Arbre de 
Battailes." Not so, argues Mr. John Gough Nichols, in his 
interesting preface to the Roxburghe impression. "Christina 
de Pisan," he urges, " was a Poetess ; " and it is not likely that 
she had more to do with the " Faits d'Armes " than the " dame 
Christine " of " The Book of Noblesse " had with the " Arbre 
des Battailes." In support of this opinion is quoted a marginal 
note in "The Boke of Noblesse," in an old hand-writing, 
but more modem than the original manuscript, to the following 
effect : — 

L'Arbre des BattaiUea compose par ffonore Bonet Prieur de SdUon en 

Prouuence," 

" Note y^ in some Authors this Booke is termed Dame Christine of y* 
tree of Battayles, not that she made yt ; But bicause she was a notable 
Benefactour to Learned men and perchance to y® autor of this Booke 
And therefore diverse of them sette furthe their Bookes under her 
name." 

The author of this note was evidently unacquainted with 
the particulars of the life, or the character of the writings, of 
Christine — the " virilis foemina " of her eminent contemporary, 
Gerson — and " La grant sagesse " of her editor, Jean Marot. 
The assertion that authors set forth their books under her 
name is unsupported by a single known instance; while her 

T 
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early tuition, political life, and numerous writings, would both 
enable and incline her to compose such a work. 

Christine expressly states in the preface that she wrote 
the work ; and although Yerard, in his printed edition of 
1488, omits the prefatory address, it appears in numerous 
manuscripts, and may be read in Caxton's translation. "Be- 
cause,'' says Christine, "men of arms are not clerks, nor 
instructed in the science of language, I have assembled and 
gathered together diverse books to produce this work. And 
because that this is a thing not accustomed and out of usage 
to women / which commonly do not intermit but to spin on 
the distaff and occupy them in things of household. I suppli- 
cate humbly * * to have nor take it for no evil if I a woman 
charge myself to treat of so high a matter." 

Then follows an appeal to the goddess Minerva, who, being 
bom in "Puylle" in Italy, was "somewhat consonant in the 
nation," for, adds Christine, "I am as thou wert, a woman 
ItaHan." 

Christine was no common poetess whose strength was in 
the prettiness of her amatory verses. The short account of 
her already given (see ante page 195) will show the energetic 
and comprehensive character of her mind. Educated by her 
father in the whole course of literature at that time in vogue, 
she had, while yet young, made herself mistress of the Latin 
language, and stored her mind by the perusal of the most 
celebrated writings, as well Pagan as Christian. Living in 
the midst of wars and preparations for war, many of her 
acknowledged writings teem with warlike allusions. In pohtics 
lier opinion had great weight ; she was consulted by the 
highest nobles of France; and many years of her life were 
spent in the endeavour to raise the political and moral tone of 
the country. The celebrated Jean le Meun found in her no 
weak opponent, and the equally celebrated Chancellor Gerson 
a most potent ally. 

There are 21 copies of this work known, of which eleven 
are in private libraries. 
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Ho. 82. — Statutbs of Hbnbi VIL I'olUi. Suie uUa. no(4. 
(1489?) 

Collation. — a i t ll are 4", witli the first leaf of a blank; 
C a 5", witli the last hlank. Total 42 leaves, of which two aie 

Note, — The signature ia omitted on a if. The tbird and 
£fth leaves of ( are eironcously signed tl \i\ and ll b. 

Typographical Pabticulars. — There ia no title-page. The 
type is all No. 6. The lines, which are spaced to aa even length, 
measure 4^ iaches, and there are 31 (in three instances 33 
lines) to a full page. 'Without folios or catchwords. Only one 
a-Iine woodcut initial is used. 

After a hlank leaf, the work commences on the second recto 
of sjg. a. 

The Text begins thus — 

C €Se fegnSE out soucrcpn lorlie tents ttie seumtt) after tt)( 
tonijuEBt iig tlje grscE of aoti fefing of ffinsIon» Sc of JFra= 
un« an^ lorlieof Sirlonie at Sis parlsamrt tjorofn at toEBts 

The Text ends with nine lines on sig. E 9 verso, the last 
three being as follows : — 

[| plcssute 2^1)E^Et |)e tegUe aftct ti)e foump contcjineli Sc 
Qtbti 11 nrl) in aitli lis t^ts octe / oc Bflet tl)e mancc if fountu 

afotetillWEbsEii/ 

Eemabss. — This is the earliest known volume of printed 
statutes, and is further remarkable as being in English, It 
contains some very curious and interesting legislation oa poli- 
tical, trade, and domestic matters. 

The British Museum copy was purchased from Mr. Lilly, 
■who, a few days before, had bought it at Hodgson's for £2, 10a. 
It was then bound up with some other law tiacts and year- 
books, mostly from the press of Machlinia, one of which, being 
unique, was catalogued by Mr. Lilly at 100 guineas. There ie 
also a perfect copy in the National Library, Paris, and the Inner 
Temple) London, with one copy only in private hands. 
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No. 83. — The Govbrnal op Health. — The Medicina 
Stomachl Quarto. Sine ulld notd, (1489?) 

Collation.— The "Govemal," a and 18 4»»j the "Medi- 
cina," two unsigned leaves = eighteen leaves. 

Typographical Particulars. — Without title-page. Only 
one type, No. 6, is used throughout. The lines, which are of 
an even length, and measure 2 1 inchfes, excepting © 7 verso, 
which has 24, have all 23 lines to a page. Woodcut initials to 
chapters. Without folios or catchwords. 

The Text begins on sig. ^ \ recto, 

^ n ttis ttetpe t^at to rtepelf ®o 

^11 • uemagle of fir It^e : JUafjat to to 

mil be jssagti tostt cts^tto fieipe of w^ 

^Ml^vxt tl^snges tj^at longen to tolit 

IB teltfie / fjaiie anJ to fie ftept or 

to fioMs ^eltfie * lost anil to be retoumli / an)r 

and ends, 

Ci&to receste ioug^fe to of no pofgcatBe 
©f mapter antong ne of magster ^ugiie 
Co all tntruffrtent it to rgcje^t igetarge 

iiExplicit meljicina sfomaci&i : 

Remarks. — The "Governal'' was originally written in Latin, 
and soon after translated into English, but no trace of the 
translator's name is left. The date of the original composition 
is unknown ; we can only gather from the non-existence of 
manuscripts of an earlier date than the latter half of the four- 
teenth century that it was composed about that period 

The name of the author or compiler is doubtful. From 
Sloane 989 one would say that John de Burdeux wrote it for 
the good of a "frende," but Sloane 3149 attributes it to another 
writer, "Explicit tractatus I3artliolom(;i." John do Burdeux 
was the author of several tracts on medicine, and flourished in 
the latter half of the fourteenth century. Bartholomeus was 
rather a prolific writer of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, 
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but the "Govemal" is not found among the worka genetallr ' 
attributed, to him. Whoever may have been the author, the 
woik possesses small claims to originality, being a compilation 
from the medical works of the Arabian and Greek phyaioiana, 
and quoting largely from the " Eegimen Sanitatis Salernitanmn." 
The " Medicina Stoniaehi " ia contained in moat collections of j 
Lydgate'a poetry, and in Sari. 116 ia directly attributed to I 

Both tracts were reprinted by 'Wynken de "Worde, sitis 
anno, -who repeats all the blunders of the first edition. These 
editions are equally rare, the only copy of the second being 
in the Public Library, Cambridge. An annotated reprint of J 
Caxton's text was issued privately by the editor of this work I 
in 1858. On no other occasion does this interesting treatise, 
■which waa the earliest medical book printed in the English 
language, appear to have passed through the press. 

A good copy ia in the old library of the Earls of Dysart, 
at Ham House, Surrey, and another in the Bodleian. 



Na 84. — The Histohi op Keynakd the Fox. Second Edition. 
Folio. Sine itlld notd. {1489!) 

CoLiATiON. — An unsigned sheet of introductory matter; I 
aiga. a b C t e f B ?) ^re 4" ; i is a 3°. No blank leavea 
all seventy leaves. 

TiFOGBAPHiCAL pAHTicuLABS. — There is no titJe-page. The 1 
type throughout is Ifo. 5. The lines, which are fully spaced J 
oat, measure 5§ inches, and there are 31 (sometimes 32) J 
to a page. Woodcut initials are used. On the first recto 1 
ia Caxton's device, underneath which is the following lioift 1 
only: — 

C ICi)tB is tl)E tafile of (Jt tistocee of IStgnart tfie ioxt j 

On the verso commences the table, which ends seven lineB ■' 
down the second recto, underneath which is, 

C jttJB" icflsiinett fjfistorse of rrgnart tlje foic. 

The preface iiniahes the pn^'e. The second verso is blank. 
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On sig, a 1. 

([ ^otD rt)t Ison tt^ngc of allr itstiDS sent oufr j 
mautiE !| mnttps tljat alle bffstss stioile come to iifis f 

anil coun / 1| 

C Qfapttulo Stints 

j'Bio conclusion of the text cannot be given, no perfect copj 
at present knovm- For an account of tlie first edition of 
this celebrated allegory see ante page 229, 

Tlie only Existing Copt is in the Pepysian Library, Cam- 
briiige. It unfortunately wants the last two leaves, containing 
the epilogue of Caston, and ends on sig. i 4 verao, with these 

anil titt tost^ toll 3J Ifuc fforto 
tiat t)iiuc SI to terstc of t^^sc msstcliis ^ t)auc ^nolu^ to luio 

It is in good condition, but cropped, measanng 9 x 63 inches^ 
Pepya's anus on the binding, and his book-plate inside. The 
wanting leaves are supplied in manuscript of serenta 
century. 



3rentee^^_ 
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Mo. 85. — The History op Blanchabdin and Eqi 
Folio. Sine uU& notd. (14S9!) 

CoLLATios. — Imperfectly known. The introductory matter 
makes a 3°, signed 1, t'i, fij, the aixtii leal being blank. 311S1S 
J3 (ffi ,-fF ® 3^ 3i H U iH are 4", and there were probably 
seveml other additional signatures, 

TrpoQHAPHJCAL Pabticdlahb. — Without title, The type is 
all So. 6. The lines, which are all of one length, measure 
4f inches, and there are 31 to a full page, "Woodcut initials. 
Without folios or catchwords. 

The Test begins on sig. j recto, with a prologue by Caxton, 

fla'ijlfa it)E riflljt noIilE vujjssaut & EircUet prj)iitfBSf mg 
^^reliQuiteli lalig rajj latij) margarEte SucfjEsst of £0= 
mrrrcfr / matin into our natutti & soufrnjin lorti anlr 

and finishes on the verso of the same leaf, 

3(oBFB ifsirs in t^BS present Isf: C^"li after tftis 
A trnnsBtorse Ijjff . rucvlastjingt IjifE in Ijtucn ^mcn 
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The table follows on sig. ij, witli a 2-line initial, 

^ffi« irgpnnrtl) rtif tablr of rtjf birtorymis jirpnrr 

and finishes on the 5th recto, which, however, in the only copy 
known, is, unfortunately, in ni3nii84:ri[.iL This appears to have 
'been copied from the very rare reprint by Wynken de Worde, 
the last four lines being — " How Elandiardin wedded his love 
tihe proude | pucelle in amours : And of the grete ioye that | 
was made there . and of the Kynge of Fryso deti capl" liiij"" 

The sixth leaf is blank. On sig. ^ j recto the firet chapter 
commences as foUows ; — 

C ^f)t first rtapttrc of tfiis prfstnl fiofer contrgnrH) tiola 

UlaiuSatlBn trpartrt out of Itr court of t's f'l^fc fel'Ufic 

of frsse / fflapiliilo prnno . 

iTTJliat tpmc totni ^t ^I'stlt t^liliS.lOFle of 

All the test after sig. iH iiij ia wanting in the only known 
copy. 

KffUABKS. — The prologue to Caiton'a translation of this 
romance is fortunately preserved, from which wa learn that 1 
Margaret, Duchess of Somerset, brought to Caston the French [ 
version of this romaEce (which she had "long before" pur- j 
chased of him), with her commands that he should translate f 
it into English. Having made the translation, he presented it J 
to Her Grace, probably as a manuscript, as he says nothing of I 
any command to print it It was, howcTer, soon after put to J 
press, perhaps at Caxton's own risk, as a trade speculation, 
to the date, there are only the typographical particulars to guida 1 
UB, which, however, all point to about the year 1489. 

The only known Existino Copt is in the library of Earl J 
Spencer. One leaf ia in the Library of the British Museum. 

Ko. 86. — The Foub Soss of Athok, FqUo. Sine vJld not^. J 
(1489?) 

The Collation cannot be given accurately, as no perfect I 
copy is known. ^ iS (E- B iS JF ® ^ S MV. M B t 
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all 4™*, mm being a 3", viih the sixth leaf, probably, blank 
TLiE makes a total of 27S leaves; bnt it is more than likelj 
that sc'ine introdnctory matter preoeded sig. SL 

TTPCtGRATHiCAL Paeticulabs. — OhIv 0116 tvpc, Xo. 6, Isusei 
The lines, Trhich are all of an even length, measure 4| inches, 
and there are 31 to a full page. Without folios or catchw<Hd& 
WociJcnt initials thronghont. 

The only knovn copy of this edition begins on sig. U Uf, 
in the middle of a sentence : — 

a 

iirsnablir mc ct i^t sonts ot asmon /tofirtof sptcgalls ttt 

The Text ends on the fifth verso of sig. imit, with the foDov- 

ing sentence : — 

j;r|s fast Uitlirs i^tnm Qat t^is present fufbt 5S^aI xt^ 
^ itct i)rrr . tor s^all pra^r goln $c t^t glorious sasnte 
Hfsnaulie i^t mattrr/tf^at $e ssur bs grace to pttBtumI 
BLTii 11 cDntpnue out Itff in gooli tDcrfcrs . bg tj^e toj^tr^e toe 

map !)a |. ue at nur entijjnge tije liff t^at euer sjall laste/ 

Remakks. — Manuscripts of this favourite romance, con- 
ceriiiiig the original of which little appears to be known, 
mount up to the thirteenth century, and references to it are 
found in manuscripts of a still earlier date ; Lut all these are 
rhythmical romances, and Caxton's translation (if we may give 
him the credit of it) was evidently made from a French prose 
text, perhaps that printed at Lyons, about 148c, under the 
title "Les quatre filz AjTuon." 

Lefore the discovery of the volume under review, the earliest 
jdinted En,L'lish text of *^ The four sons of Aymon " was the 
1554 edition of R. Copland, to which was appended the follow- 
ing colophon : — 

" ft Here fini.shith the hystory of the | noble and valiaunt knyght 
Reynawde | of Mountawban, and his three bre- | them fT Imprinted at 
London, by I Wynken de Worde, the , viij . daye of ] Maye, and y* yere of 
our lorde . M,C | CCCC iiii . at the retiuest and com- | maundement of 
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I 'tha noble uid puis- | sual sle, tlip Erie oS Onaiforde, | And u>ir 

D the ytie of | oar Laid . M . CCCCC . I iiii . the | ri d>jB at , 
I 3Saje, By vyQiam Cop- | Usd, for Tbomu Petet." 

From Copland's colophon we leam tLat an edition " 

1504 tj 'Wyiikea de Worde, sltkough, onfortiinately, 
not a single copy is now koovn to exist He, of cooise, re- 
printed from the l«xt nnder review ; and, indeed, tlie fitBt 
portion of the colophon abore qnoted, so far aa it concerns 
Wynken de Worde, is quite in Castoo's style, and recalls the 
DumerouB instances already noticed in 'which Wynken da 1 
Worde, by altering the printer's name and the date, baa falsi- ' 
fied both typographical and historical truth. That in this 
case he used Caston's colophon, with alterations, ia rendered 
almost certain when the prologue to Copland's edition : 
perused. Here we have all tie peculiarities of our first printer'a 
style, and Ms very diction. 

No manuscript or printed copy of Caxtoii's life of Robert) J 
Earl of Oxford, is known. 

The only known Eustisq Coft of Caxton'a edition is in the 1 
library of Earl Spencer. It is imperfect, wanting all before sig, f 
iSiij; El S, iJ 8, and iHJH 6, upon which probably w 
Device. 

No. 87. — DiBECTomuM Sacerdotum, cka cmi Defbssobio 1 

EJU3DEM; ITEM TllAUTATCS QCI niCITUR CREDB MIHI., I 

Folio. Second Version, Second Edition. "ImpreS'i 
man per Willelmii Caxton apud wevfmonasteriH prope -l 
London / " Without Date. ( 1 4S9 ?) 
CoUiATiON. — A preliminary 4", signed only on tlie fourth 
recto with the figure 4;atr1iefgf|tklm)I0piIi:gf ^ 
U I B are all 4"" ; j ia a 5°. Total 194 leaves. No blanks. 

Ttpoqhaphicai, Pakticolars. — There is no title-page. Tha j 
type is all No. 6. The lines, which are spaced to an even length, 
meaaute 4g inches. Exclusive of head-linea tliere are 31 tot 1 
page. A few z-liae woodcut initials. Without folios or catcb' J 
words. The Table on the 8th recto is printed ia black and ted. I 
The " Kalcndar," which has the same woodcut KL as in th» J 
first editioc, commences on the first recto, thus :— 
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H^l I 9nma 'tin XRtmm tt srpttina trurat U msts 

The Text ends on sig. j lo veiso, 

btx potrnt rtrarr : in smttcio litutno Sm ®rana0 

Remarks. — From the fact of the Printer beginning his table 
for finding the Golden and Dominical Letters at the year 1489, 
we may safely assume that year to be the date of printing, as 
to print back years would be uselesa The combination of red 
and black figures, the black form being first printed, and the 
red form secondly and separately, shows a great advance in 
workmanship over other books by Caxton. 

Like the first edition, there is only one Existino Copy known 
of this, which is in the Bodleian Library. It is, with " The 
Art and Craft to know well to die " by the same printer, still 
in the original parchment wrapper, as issued from Caxton*s 
workshop. It is perfect, and in good condition. 



No. 2>^. — Eneydos. Folio. Without Printer's Name^ Place, 
or Date. " Translated by me tcyllyam Caxton,* June 
227id, 1490. 

Collation. — Sig. 31 a 3", with the first leaf blank : 13 iffi 33 
© JF © ?l? 3J H 3t are 4'"', with H 8 blank. In aU 86 leaves, 
of which two are blank. 

Dr. Dibdin erroneously ascribes only four leaves to sig. St. 

Note. — Sig. a is very irregular : the first leaf, which is blank, 
is not reckoned in the signatures, the second and third leaves 
being signed respectively ^ ^, and 21 ij- The fourth leaf, which, 
to a^^TQG with tlie others, should have been signed ^ ii\, has no 
signature at all ; while the omitted signature, 3L U], appears 
on the sixth or last leaf of the 3". 

Typoguaphical Particulars. — There is no title-page. The 
type is all No. 6. The lines are spaced to an even length, and 
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3 icchea. There are 31 lineB to a full page. Woodcut ' 
initials of two, three, and six lines in depth. 

After a. blank leaf the prologue begins on the second recto, 
signed ^ j, 

after apuETSf totrfefB matit / translnlrt anlr arliiriirt / ftn 
ufing noo turrfec in I)antt . 3 sittpng in niij stiiijic tu^rrr as 
last mang IgucrBE paunflcttis anb fioofejjs.ijappmrt Hiat 



% 7 recto, with the following 



The Text ends 
colophon : — 

j^tffiKffi fanpss^cli) tftt ftokf gf Crnrjitros / romppirt tip 
®Bt II BBlE /toiiifiiE t)artjE fie translaicli oiiic of latgm in to 
frnisfjt / II 2lnt ouK of frrnslir rrturrt in lo firnoljissfte 6g 
me toBllm |1 fflaifnn / Iftc nit . Sayf of $nm ■ tl)E Btre of one 
lorliE . 0L . iiij li ffl trm. Ciic fi'lijt Btre of rtic Krene of 
fegngE ^Enrp || fi)c SEwnit!) 

Caxton'a device on the verso. The eighth leaf is a hlaEk. 

Bkuabbs. — The "lytjl booke in frenshe, named Eceydoa," 
which happened to come under our Printer's notice while eit- 
ting in his study surrounded with many divers pamphlets, is 
a free paraphrase of portions of "The iEncid," hy Viigil. 
Had Gawin JDouglas, who, in 15531 issued a Scotch metrical 
version of " The jEneid," read Caxton'a preface, he would 
have seen that Caxton does not pretend to give a translation 
of the Latin poem, and might have spared himself the trouble 
of some himdreda of lines in abuse thereof. The "Eneydos" 
was issued only as a romance compiled from Virgil's "^neid," 
and Bocace's "Fall of Princes;" and, with littlo merit, it 
seems to have gained little favour, even with the lovers of 
BQch compilations, for it never reached a second edition. It 
would appear, however, that a good sale was expected, and an 
impression more numerous than usual struck off, as few of 
Caxton'a books are so common aa " Eneydos." 

ExiSTiNa Copies. — British Museum (3) ; Cambridge ; Trinity 
College, Cambridge; Oxford (3) ; SL John's, Oxfordj Hunterian, 
Glasgow; and 11 in private libraries. 
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lilo. S9.— Teb Dicies and Satiitob of the PmLosopnna 

TItird Edition. Folio. Westminster. The year 1417 

aroHeoudy reprinted, the real date being about 145a 

Collation. — The device and prologue occupy two unaigEB 

leayea; thi-*.i, 3 S « B iS JF © are 4"; jjftand 3i 3", lb 

sixth leaf of 3t IwJng blank. In ail 70 leaves, of which tla 

last ia blank- Dr. Dibdin erroneously eays " only 66 leaves." 

There is no title-page. The only type used is No. 6. Tli» 

I'lines, which are fully spaced out, measure 4I inches, Ther 

30 and 3a lines to a page, but mostly 31. Without folios w 

catchwonls. 3 and 3-line woodcut initials. 

Caxton's device ia in the centre of the first recto, the pi* 
logue commencing on tlie verso with a 2-line wood initial, 

9i}^U J^crt it is so ttal nif rs ctf atutc lifi tl)c suffrauiwr of 
vX3quc lOT'd aol) IS bom an\i orHesncIi to be eiibscile an) 
tfirall bnio ilje sionnrsof foriiEne . Ilnti so in biucrseanli 

On sig. 3j the work commences :— 

^ ifrlrc^tas teas tt)e first. ^^ilosopfiEi tig tD^sm 

g( tftniugl) tijc lugl aitJi jlrastc of oure lort gobi. Sa= 

^"^ ]i'fitf teas bnUfrstaniiE anl lators rfStegUEli. toSt= 

cfjf. SElrrbiag saiTit tijat Eueru crratucE of flooto ttlnw 

The Tt?st ends at foot of fifth recto of sig. ^J, 

Ellfjom 3) brsrt^E aimegfttji jioli tcnrrccE anb to continue 
in tis bcnuous lispcsicion in tijis toorlb . 3nl) after tJiB 
Igf to Igue t\m lasiinslg in fjeutn . amrn . 
C ^Taiton wx firri fnit . 

The verso and final leaf are blank. 

RsHARKS. — This is another instance of the original c 
and imprint of a book being reproduced in subsequent 
editions. All the typographical particulars prove it to have 
been printed about 1490 ; and the presence of ^gnatuies^ 
printed initials, and evoiily spaced lines, give direct testimony 
against the date 1477, at which time none of these improve- 
ments had been adopted at Westminster. 



aniinue 
trr tSiB , 
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For literary particnJars, see the first edition, page i88, ante. 
"^ Existing Copies. — Cambridge : St. John's College, Cam- 
'', bridge; Osford, and Lambeth Palace. Three copies i 
' private libraries. 



^ No. 90. — Thb MuiKODB OF THE WoRLD. Secojid Bditioa. ' 
J Folio. The Name, Place, and Date of the First Edition ] 

I r^rinted ; but about 1490. 

I Collation.— a 6 t tr f £ g t i fe I are 4", the last leaf 
occupied with the device only. In all 88 leaves, 

Ttpographical Particulakb. — Tliere is no title-page. The 
type is all No, 6. The lines, which are spaced to an even 
length, measure 4^ inches, and a full page contains 31, With- 
out folios or catchwords, s and 3-line initials in wood. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the table follows on the 
BOcond recto, signed, however, a j. 

The Test begins on a j recto, 

?*^t£ bolume namrt tije msrrour of tljc tooriii ot tts= 
mage of Hjc same / 

The Text ends on the seventh verso of sig. I, 

arib transgtoref Igf tte firsngc f)gm an^ bs in to ^is cElcsis- 
all tlBBfie in Ijnicnr ajHffiia, / 

C ©ajton lUE fi'tri fecit. 

On the eighth verso is the device, the recto being blank, 
Rbuarks. — Although this hook bears the same dates as 
the first edition, it is very evident from the type, from the 
device, from the use of a woodcut to head Chapter II, which 
had been uaed shortly before in the "Eoyal Book," and from 
many other more minute evidences, that it reaUy was not 
printed till about 1490. 

It would seem that the proper cut for Chapter II, viz. a 
figure of a philosopher with the globe in his hand, having 
been injured or lost, that the workman chose the first which 
offered itself, and thus, in this etlition, we have the very 
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lappropri&te iUnstration of Christ's transfiguration, as headk 
'the chapter, "Why God made and created the World.™ 

ExiariNO Copies. — Camhridge : Pepyaian, Cambndgl 

Exeter College, Oxford ; Hunterian, Glasgow ; Baptist College 
Bristol ; and eight in private hands. 

I^Ho. 91. — A Book of DivEits Ghostly mattkiis, cosTiB- 
ISG :— The Seves points of true I^ve akd rfis- 
LASTisG "Wisdom, ob Oroloqium Sapienixe: 
Twelve feofits of Tribulation ; — The Rule ra 
St. Eenet. Quarto. WyUelmu Caxton. " £inpryiiitd 
at Kestmynstre." Without Daie. (1490!) 
Collation. — The "Seven points ol True Wisdom" Itu 
a^B«t®«FdF®|l!3HaiMall4^, orge leaves. 

The "Twelve profits o£ Tribuktioa" has a 13 (ffi g all 
4", or 31 leaves. 
^^^ The "Rule of St. Eenet" has a I) 4", and c a 2°, or la 
^L leaves. 

^H Total of the three tracts, 148 leaves, all printed. 
ll^^ Ji'ote. — The signatures to the third tract are uausua], vit 

a is signed aa, a tj, aa Hi, a iitf ; ii ia signed 66 ii (j, 6 jij, 
h iii( ; e is signed ct, c \\. 

Ttpogsafhical PAiiTicui-AKa. — Without title-page. The 
type throughout is Ko. 6. The lines, which are spaced to an 
oven length, measure 3I inches, and 24 make a full page. 
Without fohos or catchwords. 

The Text of " The Seven points of True Wisdom " 
on sig. a i :— 

' Jljfsc icn (J)E rijapittrs of ri(B» twtgst 

/ of B' sfuni pgn'ra of tcrhiE loue anlr 

nifrlastpng tojisiom tralufn outt of 

pf 6ooftr g' is tonlrn in lalsn airt dfiJtli ®ro= 

[offium aajjitncic / 

[ The tract ends thus, on sig. JH S verso, 

C ^r^ws tnliitl) t^E toafBaeoE Hjcbij 
^oQntrs of tnie loue is rucilastsng toss^om/ 
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Sratorn of of tf}E tolit t^at is tDtgttn in latfn na 
mtti (BxaloQiu saiiiecie . 

C (emptgnteii at tocstinrnslrc 

C »Qui Icflit menljft / prcssortm non xtpxt I 

Ijfnhat 

C 9!235llrlmu ^axtoa . (Bm lie* alta tratiat 

The "Eule of St. Benefc" ends oe verao of sig. c 4, 

C Gmptgntcl) af tofslmansto bg ftrsirgnfl 
of rcrtrfin toorsljiiJfuU pcrsonfs : . 

Eemarkh. — Little is known of Jehan de Sonshavie, or 
Souaube, aa a French copy has it. Bibliographers generaUy 
call him Henry de Suao, probably after the example of Echard, 
in Ms " Script, ordin. Prffidicat." The English version printed 
by Caxton is correctly described, not as a translation, but aa 
" drawea oate of " a book named " Orologiura SapientitB." The 
printed text is not equal in extent to one-half of the original. 
Was it this indaced Caxton to end the tract with " Qui legit 
emendet, pressorem non reprehendat 1 " — a parody of the phrase 
often seen in manuacripta " Qui legit emendet acriplorem non 
reprehendat." Caxton snjs of the " Rule of St Benet," which 
is a translation from the Latin, that he was employed to print 
it " by desire of certain worshipful persons." 

The signatures given by the Printer to these three tracts 
suggest the probability that they were intended to be issued 
separately ; but as in all the known copies they appear bound 
together, and aa they have hitherto been described under the 
general head of " Divers Ghostly matters," it has been deemed 
advisable to retain that arrangement. 

ExisTiKQ Copies. — Cambridge, Durham Cathedral, and 
four in private libraries. 
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Xo. 92. — Toe Fiftkix Oes, and other Prater& Quarto. 
** Printed by commandment of the Princess Elizabeth^ 
Queen of England, and the Princess Margaret^ Mother 
unto our sovereign lord the King, by their most humhle 
*M/»;Vr/ and servant William Caxton." Without Place or 
Date, (1491?) 

CoLiJLTiox. — a 6 are 4~; c is a 3"= 22 leaves. 

Ttpograpoical Particulars. — There is no title. The 
type is all Xa 6. The lines, which are spaced to an even 
lengthy measure 3 J inches, and there are 21 to a full page. 
Without folios or head-lines. Woodcut initials. A vroodcut 
bonier, in four separate pieces, is placed round each page. 
This bonier was used later, for an undated but very early 
edition of "Hone," by Wynken de Worde. The wood en- 
graving of the Crucifixion, which appears upon the verso of 
the first leaf, has considerable artistic merit. It appears to 
have been a favourite, having been used at a later period by 
Wynken de Wonlc in several publications. 

The recto of tlio first leaf is blank, but the verso is occu- 
pied with the woodcut of the Crucifixion, already noticed. 

Upon the second recto (not signed, unless the signature 
has been cut away in binding) the Text bogins with a 5 -line 
initial in wood, — 

3JJ)f3EJu rnlilfjEJ gtoctnfjj of 

Olougng jsoulfjEJ / ® Sffifsu 
gojJtlp io^t pajsjsing & tx^ 
crtpng all glalinfiEJ antr 
lirjEJirfiEJ. <Ji> iJJftrgu i)cltf)r $c 
inx'bxt lour r of al rrpr ntaut J3innrrj3 tjat 

and on tlic verso of C 6, ends thus : — 

C 2rf)ifj3c prascrs tofore torrton itn tn 
pritrt fig tje comaulifmfntfs; of tf)f mo3 
tc fjpc & brrtuous prpnrrsse our lirge la 
y^i iPlijaiftlj ip tftr grare of golr ©urnr 
of ffinglonlic vV of jTrauce • & al^o of tije 
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riflflt I)pE 5r mnstnoblf jirsncrssr jWarga 
rm iflotcc bnto our soucmm ioxit tftc 
fegnfl/A-c 

C 33e t&f ir most tumSIe suJHft anS 
srcuaut SlZ^illiam (Caxtoii 



Remarks.- — The fifteen prayers, named from the (act of 
their all commencing with the letter 0, "the fifteen Oea," 
are commonly found in the manuscript Hone of the fifteenUi I 
century, in their original Latin. They were frequently printed^ 
both in that language and in English, Caxton's version of tlie ■ 
latter being possibly the earliest. All these prayers breathe a I 
spirit of earnest devotion, and" as an example the following is I 
laid before the reader. 

"O Jhesn heuenly leche haue mynde of thy langour audi 
blewnea of thy woiides & aorowe that thou auffredeat in 
beyght of the crosae / when thou were lifte vp fro the erthe / I 
that thou were all to tome in all thy limmea / soo that there I 
was BOO limms abydynge in hia right ioynte / soo that noo I 
sorowe was like to thjTie fro the sole of thy fote to the toppa 1 
of thy hede there was no hole place /And yet foi^tying i 
maner all those greuous paynes / thou preydeat deuoutly & 1 
charitably to thy fader for thine enmyes aayeng thus / Fader J 
foryeiie it theim / for they wyte not what they done / For thin ] 
bleaaed eharytahle mercy that thou shewdest to thyne enmyes. 
and for mynde of thyse bytter paynea / graunte me / that the 
mynde of this bytter passion be to me plenar remyssion & 
foryeuenes of my einnis Amen / ^ Pater noster Aue 



Another prayer commences thus : — 

" blessid Jhesu swetnes of hertes and gostii bony of 
soules. I beseche the for the byttemes of the aysel and galla 
that thou tasted," &c. 

The " Rex Henricus " of the Prayer on t iiij verse 
Saint Henry, aurnaraed the Pious and the Lame. He was eon 
of Henry Duke of Bavaria, and was born in the year 97a; 
crowned King of Germany, at Mentz, in looz ; died 14th 
July 1024; and was canonised by Pope Eugeniua III in 1153. 
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Preceding a prlntoJ Latin version of the " Fifteen Ots' 
' in the British Museum (C. aj. b. 34), ia the following puir 
graph in English : — "These be the . xv. ooe the whyche ft* 
holy virgyn saint hrygitta miis wonte to saye dayly before the 
holy rode in saint Paules chyrche at rome : who so saje Oiil 
I holy yere he shall deleuer . xt . sonles out of purgatory d 
Ihys nexte kynibed . and conuerte other . xv . synners to go& 
"^f and other . xv . ryghtuouse men of hye kynde shall p»- 
(filler in gode lyfe." 

In Harl. MS. 2255 is a, paraphrase of the "Fifteen Oes," 

J John Lydgate, beginning — " blesayd lord my lord, 
Christ Jesu." 

The only Existing Copy known ia in the British Musenin 
(C. 25. c), and is bound with several tracts printed by "Wynlen 
de Worde. It is per/wt and in good preservation, although a 
good deal cropped in the binding. Measurement, 6 J 
inches. Purchased in 1851. 



No. 93. — The Abt anb Craft to Ej<ow well to Dk 
Fnlio. Translated by Cox/onVn 1490. Without Printa't 
Nairn, Place, ur Date. (1491 !) 

Collation. — 91 84°; ffi a 2" ; then a single leaf impro- 
perly signed IS iij, which was, probably, followed by 9 " ' 
Total, thirteen printed leaves. 1 

Ttpoorapiucju, Particut<abs, — There is no title-page. The 
only type used ia No. 6. Tlie lines, which measure 4I inches, 
ore spoced to an even length, and there are 31 to a pt^ 
Without catchwords or foHos. Several 2 and 3-liiie woodcut 
initials are used. 

The Text begins on sig. gl ( recto, 

C JOrrf lipgBimrti) n Iitjll trrattsr sljortf anl) aiirtlDscli spt= 
bfiiigf of tljE arte \' craft to bnotor tofU to Ijie 

^|j^^ 15 inahf to roinr to some rahF/aiiS iif tljr ilujngc tie 
goot)f anil Uirll matir/ it muslr nrtrrs romr to goot; 
rtr . Cijrnnf bj ttttft &■ artltft reason / Eurre man ouj ' 
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liG Text ends on a single lefif, signed -JS lij, 

JTIjus rn'tirti) t^c trapllijf afirrtgrt of ttr 
am to Irriir lurll io licpc / iranslalrli oiilc of 
frcnsijf in to niglsssljr.I)!? luilIimCaifon 
tlje lb . lias of SiuE" i 'iJf SE« of our lort a 
M iiir (Blij;i r. 

Kbsiarks. — Jranusi:ri[)ta of this work are usually known as 
" The Art and Craft to live well and die well." This was 
often printed, A Latin edition was issued liy Guy Marchand, 
at Paris, in 14S3, and French editions by Verard, at Paris, 
and Colard JIansion, at Bruges. From the latter it eeenia 
very probable that our Caxton, as he eaya in the colophon, 
" abredged " his text 

An English version of the full work was made early in 
the sixteenth century by Andrew Chertsey, and printed by 
Wynken de Worde in 1506. 

Copies are in the British JTuseum, Oxfotil, and National 
Library, Paris. 



U o. 94. — The Book of Cocrtesy. — Quarto. Second Edition. 
" Emprynted atte wedmostei:" Witlu/ul Name or Date, 
(■49.1) 

Collation. — This little piece probably consisted, like J 
Caxton's eaiSy editions, of a 4" and a 3', making fourteen 
leaves, all printed — a conclusion gathered from the only frag- 
ment known. 

Typographical Pahticui^bb. — The fragment, from which 
alone we know that such an edition was printed, conaiate of 
two quarto pages only, printed upon one side of a half-sheet, 
the other side being blank. One of the pages is signed 6(t, 
which, as already seen in " The Rule of. St. Benet," was used 
for i (. Here then we have the first recto of the outermost 
eheet of the second sigoature, and, by folding the half-sheet 
with the unprinted part inside, we see directly that the 
opposing page must be the last of that signature, and, in all 
probability, the last of the tract. 

The type is all No. 6, but the appearance of the small device. 
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which was probably never used in Canton's lifetime, points out 
a late date for its execution. 

The last lines, underneath wliich are the imprint and thft 
small device, are as follows : — 



a Urtjrauf of lijrrsstJEtS 

aiLasstf of carlrrs 



a ILjEng of p^oncrs 
a 3^a3tj>nf6 of coofees 



C Jlirrr nitirllj a lj)fj)ll trratjigt rallrt 

iijt bookt of nirtrser ot IstgU Sioijn . 

(Cnprgntrt atlc torstmosftr . 



" W. C." Devitt 
vp-Mide-doim. 



As this edition, like the first and second, has three stanzas 
to the page, it would, although in a somewhat emaller tjp^ I 
take up the same number of leaves. The early editions had a | 
blank leaf at the end, which here we find filled up with the 1 
curious phrases noticed above. 

The froffment is in the Douce collection at the Bodleian, 
having apparently been rescued from the cover of a book. 
Measurement, 6Jx 5^ inches. The reversal of the device^ 
and the blank side of the paper, suggest the idea that this j 
fragment was a Jiref proof, although, from the nume 
blunders in most of Caston's pages, it is difficult to believe | 
that corrections were ever made after the matter was 1 



So. 95. — The I'bstial (Liber Fbbtivalis). Folio. Secoiul 
Edition. "Cation me fiari fecit." Without Place or 
Date. (1491 T) 

CoLUTioiT.— a 6 C ^ C f fl 5 i ft 1 W n p are 4", with I 

the first leaf of a blank ; % has but one printed sheet, or two \ 
leaves ; 9S- a 4" ; B a 3°, ivith deviee on fl 6, In all 136 leavef^ J 
which one is blank. 
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TiPOGHAPHiQAi. PiimccLAKa. — There ia no title-paga. The | 
type consists of two sizes, T^os. 6 and 7, the latter being tliat 
in which Wynken de Worde printed many of his early hooka. 
The lines are in double column, and measure only af inches. 
They are spaced to an even length, and there are 33 to ft ■ 
column. Without folios or catchwords. Plain initials, cut in j 
wood, of the depth of 2, 3, or 5 lines are used. There ia ft J 
email rude woodcut on sig. f 6 verso. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows, in 
double column, on sig. a 11, the Text beginning— 

C SrtE Sflpt wtt'a grace of of all flje ftit fcstts of li|e 

aUllmsgtitB sob linugi) tlie grrc . 3i lltogU ii pragr I^at 

ficsrrijjjn II Qc of Ijis blfSBCli it br rallrt frjt|lttiiall/tte 

motin: sasnt ma || tDti^lje tcgineti) at tljr || 



The Text ends on the fifth verso of si 
way down the second column, 



. B, three-fourths of the 



tfie rat^ET 6j) t^e Ijclpe of iiiB 
tilfS II sii iiicStc mare / * 
i)is tolc spoiD=|] sfSBE sagnt 
6r}?ffBttE/an^ aUBaj}n|lttfi. 

(Haiton me fitri frnt 

The next recto 13 a blank page, the verso having the large 
device. 

Rbuarks. — From the use of Na 7 type, which waa Wynken 
de Worde's, it ia very probable that this book was printed by 
him immediately after his mast«r's death. This edition too is 
not an exact reprint of Caxton's, issued in 1483. Every 
Festival has tliB prefix " Gode men and wymmen," or " Good 
frendis," and every tale is preceded by the word "Narracio." 
Several stories not in the first edition have been added, while 
the Pardon of Corpus Christi, in Latin and English, which 
follows Trinity Sunday in first edition, ia here entirely omitted. 

Copies are in the British Museum, Cambridge, Oxford; and 
three in private libraries. 



WILLIAM CAXTON. 

Ro. ^6. — Foun Sebmons. Folio. Secovd Rliiimt. Sim vM 
witA. (1491 1) 
CoLi^TiON.— !S 13 *ffi are 4" ; J0 is a 5" = 34 leaves. 
TTPOOKAi'nicAi. Pakticulabs. — There is no title. The type 
b all No. 6. In double column. The lines measure aj inches, 
t very little sliorter than the " Festial," and are spaced 
) an even length. 33 lines to a column. Without foli(» or 
Pcatch words. 

The Ti!xt begins on aig. 21 j- witli a 34iBe woodcut 
initial ; — 

jUJf maBBtrr of Bcntrnre BemgnolnnEsnuIcnepoitis/ 

'5^111 tljc srconiE fiofec-anlr 3(|| purpose ni£ 65 Jjis im 

tljf fjirsl ii^stjjnrtion / Ijoomlj) j] tijus to Bttto tl anl 

Ba=|jjH) iljat Hje souerai'ii rctir it to jjou || in ti)E iiofei/ 

I taitsE / tofti II flotr maliE all fotto jjout Icrngngf [|rt taae 

I nralUTCB in Ijcum 1| gooli tijus as iu^ttiout B 

The Text ends half-wny down the second column of the 
ninth vei'so of siy. JIB, with the collect " Absolve quesnmoa," 
tlio last three lines being — 

gloria inter sanrtos ct circtos 

tuoB rcssufieiiati rrsprrfnt/ 
^rc II ipui linn nostrum 

^mm / 11 

On the recto of the tenth leaf is the device of Caston, the 
verso being blank. 

For Remahkb, see the first edition, page 264. 

Copies are in the British. Museum, Cambridge, and three 
private libraries. 



■ No. 97.— Arb moriendi; that is to bay, tbe Cuaft for to 

^^^H DIE FOB THE HEALTH OF Man's Soul, Qiitirto. Without 

^^^m Printcr'e Name, Date, or Place. (1491 !) 

^^^f Collation. — % a 4° = 8 leaves, all printed. 
I Ttpoqeafhical I'ariiculaes. — Ko title-page. The type 

of the ttixt is No. 6, but the four lines of heading at the 
L begiiuung, and some head-lines at the end, 



', The type j 
ading at the 1 
iu Wymkm J 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE NO. 6. 33*^ 

dt> "Worde'a No. i type. The linea are spaced very evenly, 
except on four p^es at the end, and there are 24 to a paga. ^ 
"Woodcut initiala to chapters. "Without folios or catchworda ■ 
With the exception of Uie use of WjTiken da "Worde's type, 1 
thia tract agrees in all particulars with No. 83, "TLe!l 
Gou vernal of Helthe." 

The Test begins on sig. S j recto, 

C ffitrc irgpnntt^ a Iptpll irmtsst scftoctrlj) 
compfilcli aiiTi rallrt ars morimlJt / lijat ts 
to sajiF tftr craft foi to Sfgc for tfte t)tllijf of 
mannrs sotulf . 

(jan tinj) of Ij}£[jj Ijotir sljnl irBc / ttjrnnc 
""is inoste nrrfssargc to Saur a sprcBall 

TJie tract ends on Zl 8 verao, with a fuU page :— 

jFor stirfieriffbtfifrE at^iisitc oroni (rifiulacon 
?Io ttat j)t cljircijr trrtftt e^ piii ful rrclitilalc . 

rtat 5oT] tatij prnprb trust it tocll luittou 
licfallacson . 

3(n !)opr aiiiiliBna Jia trbjar^ anli fulflfitjjiis 
Blotie . amra ©rplirtt . 

Remarks. — This short tract appears to be a translation 
from the Latin, and doubtless by Caston liimself. No other 
copy, however, manuscript or printed, in Latin or any other 
language, appears to be known. 

Thia unique specimen is in the middle of a volume of black- 
letter tracts in the Bodleian Library. 

H"o. 98. — Thb Chastisiso op Gon'a CHir,r>nEM. Folio. Sine 
vllA iiotA. (1491 1) 

Collation. — An unsigned sheet (two leaves), containing I 
table and prologue ; SUS fflU iS JF ® are 3" ; Jg a 2^ In I 
all 48 leaves, and no blanks. 

Typoghaphical Pakticdlaes. — In this book we 
with the first approach to a title-page, which consiats of 1 



L 



56o /. WILLIAM CAXTOH. 

3-lizie pua^pk pimWd in the oenlie of fliA fini xeela TIm 
types aie Ka 6 for the Text^ Na 7 being found on the Int 
pege only. Doable column — ^the lines meeeniing af inchii^ 
and being fully spaeed out 36 lines to a edumn. Witfaottt 
folio or catchwoidfli' Initials in wood 3 and 4 lines deepi 

The Text b^^ins with the following 3 lines in the eentze of 
the first recto, 

nrnifm^ II taVU to tlft Wtv / 9x(i ^ynsaHs tn tOmtmitn 9c 
ttsfnOacjm I tol^fej^r | take to tmt\ 1L%t (Sj^aurtiHititt tA 

On the yersoy with a floriated 4-line initial, and in double 
column, the first two lines being in type Na 7, 

^ * ^ tsxtbt of almigj^ C(e ^vmn ma^txii * aitli 

JL tslioliltirlisiMmtf mans II ot^ irifcslfiiUs*9 

^f gttgg I teg a gj^ort mafi )te1ie to im^ II tr of t|to 

■ •■* ptetU 9 ntxiltit (j^a0tB0ins Sttt asslsitcll 

sou of t^e mater of jltemp^ fielpe of viti almssttsYbS 

taeon0 / tofitefie vs0tle a0 tof)oo0 1| mtgfit t^e a00e |a)i 

me II 09eet)e to tfie vro || 

The Text ends on the recto of sig. J^ 4, with the verso 
blank, 

not l)iense to tfie alone ti)at to ful g^ose ic i)lt00e / i^oto 

Vtase^t liter 000 fie^els/^et %iiti grallunt tfiat tt msgflte 

ouer all ^\% \\ tofian tljou art 00 be « t&at euer II 10 la^tsng 

tarie tempteli • ani || in Crinste / 



KBMARKa — The use of a title-page, a practice unknown 
to Caxton, the appearance of type No. 7, and the adoption of 
signatures having three sheets only — all point to Wynken de 
Worde, rather than to Caxton, as the printer of this book, 
which was probably executed about 1491. The original writer 
of the work is unknown, and there seems but little reason for 
attributing its composition to Caxton, as some writers have done. 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE NO. 6. 

Existing Cofib8. — British Museum ; Cambridge, TJniTerBity \ 
Library (2} ; Pepyaian, and Sydney Sussex College j Hunterian, 
Glasgow; Lincoln Cathedral ; Sion Collego, London ; Gottingea \ 
University ; and three copies in private hands. 



Wo. 99. — A Treatise of Love. Folio. Trnnslnted in 14Q3. 
Witlioui Printer's Name, Place, or Date. (1493 1) 

Collation.— a ffi CE B ffi JF © J^ are all s"' = 48 leaves, 
all printed. 

Ttpooraphical Pahticularb. — "Without title. The type ia ■ 
No. 6 lor the Test, but on the firet page is a line in typo No, 
7, the first of Wynken de Worde'a fouiita. Tho whole ia in 
double column. 

The Text begins on sig. S[ ) recto, 

C iCiiiB tiflgae is of loue 
anil apt [\ &pHi of iiil of t^t 
most sprcgall lo || ujis tfiat 
ben in tite hiorlltc anti ste 

toiiirljc Ircfpflf teas 
transIatiD out of ftmsijc 
Snlo tn= II fllssfje / tl)e me 
of DUE lorlj jfH ccft |] Iiiiiiij / 
tjs a jicrsonc tljat is bnjitc || 
figftt insurt)E torrfer toljerfot 
j)e l|u llblg bi)mt}t t^t Uin^li 
teSfts tost!) 1! iiacBcns to cot= 
xettt It b]J)ctE tf)ti) 11 fjintre 
ntbe. '^Jits tf)ce &: allE ot^rt !| 
tfTatiets of tijfit djargtc to 
prag foi II ti)f aoulE of tjje 
sasic translatout || 



The Text ( 



ids . 



1 the second column of the sixth recto of 



362 WILLIAM CAXTON, 

WSLf^itf^t bokt toad latels 
ttamla:^ II tell outrof frensi 
in to txiilmf^t \\ &s a ISii^t 
toell Iig35po0rt perisone / jj fiir 
fig caujie tje gagtf perisone 
tijoug II i)te if necegisarB to al 
ieuoute peple || to relre / or to 
fiete it trtie / antf also II 
camtti fiit jsaslr fioite to it 
enprgtts II trt / 

Underneath tliis is the small device. The reverse is blank. 

Remarks. — This is evidently an issue from the press of 
Wynkon de Worde, whose earliest type is seen in the first 
page, and who was accustomed to make up his books in 3°* 
instead of 4"", as was the plan during Caxton's life. The 
tract does not appear to have been translated till 1493, ^^^ 
may have gone to press the succeeding year : now Caxton 
died in 1491. The non-occurrence of the small device in any 
other book attributed to Caxton is another reason for sup- 
posing it to be in reality the workmanship of Wynken de 
Worde, who frequently used this shaped device in his early 
publications. At a later period he added his own name to the 
design. 

Although not the work of Caxton, " A Treatise of Love " 
has been included in this chapter, because "A List of Books 
printed in Type No. 6 " would be imperfect without it. 

Copies are in the University Library, Sydney Sussex College, 
and Pepysian Library, Cambridge ; in Lincoln Cathedral Lib- 
rary; the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow; University Library, 
Gcittingen ; and two in private libraries. 



LIST OF BOOKS 



NOT PRINTED BY 



WILLIAM CAXTOK, 



BUT HAVING SOME 



CONNECTION WITH HIS TYPES; 



ALSO OF 



DOUBTFUL WORKS, 



AND 



BOOKS ERRONEOUSLY ASCRIBED TO HIS PRESS. 



I 



POSTHUilOUS AND DOUBTFUL WORKS. 



So. loo. — The Lipb op Saint Kathbrine. — The Ebvbla- 
TioKS OP Saist Elizabeth of Hdngabt. Folio. Sine | 
ullAuotd. (1493 J) 

Collation.— a isa4'';icl)cfgtifelmn(l)jar& | 

;" ; (( 13 a 2", Total 96 leaves, all printed. 

Typogbaphical Pauticolars. — There is no title-page. The I 
type for some of the headings ia No. j, the same as that I 
already noticed in " Chastising " and "Festial;" but the typa I 
for the body of the work is a partial re-casting of No. 4*, 
with many new additions, and on a rather smaller body, 
being evidently a different fount from any known to have 1 
been nsed by Caxton. The pages are in double column, and ' 
have 43 and 44 lines to a page. Full linea measure zj inches. 
Without folios or catchwords. On the last leaf is the large 
Device. 

This book, like some already mentioned, was in all proba- 
bility the workmanship of Wynken de Worde, shortly after 
Caxton'a death. This opinion is home out by the types used, 
by the signatures being in 3°' instead of 4°* ; by very long 
pages, and by wood initials, identical with those used in the 
early hooka of Wynken de Worde. 



11. — The Golden Legend. Third EdUion. Folio.. | 
" Fynysuhed at wedTnestre . . The year of our lori,\ 
M CCCC Ixxxxiij I . . ^ By me wylhjam Gaxton," 

LATiov. — Table and prologue a 2"; at cl(eare4° 
ingle sheet; fg^t&lmitOpqrStbllS^&Qa 
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4"-; e a 2», signed to t ii\; ^^ (ft HB ^ ;ff ^ ^ ^ Wil 
W ia © ^ 05 ?a S ?C a X S are 4~ ; aa 66 CC tfi re are 

4"* ; ff a 3^, signed to ff Hi] ; and gg a 2", signed to gg ij|. 
Total 436 leaves, all printed. 

Typographical Particulars. — Without title-page. The 
types are No. 7, and the re-casting of type No. 4*, noticed in 
the preceding work, which fount is only known to have heen 
used for these two books. The work is in double column, and 
the lines, of which there are 44 to a column, measure 2 J inches. 
Without folios or catchwords. Many woodcuts and woodcut 
initials. 

Caxton died two years before the date of printing. 



No. 102. — The Siegb op Rhodes. Folio. Sine tdld notd. 

Collation. — Four unsigned 3"*, or 24 leaves all printed. 

Typographical Particulars. — Without . title of any 
sort. The type is very rude and uneven, being a different 
fount to that used for the "St. Katherine" and "Grolden 

Legend" just noticed. Some of the letters are the same as 
Caxton's No. 4*, but many rude additions have been made. 
There is a space between each line, probably made by the use 
of "reglets," the unevenness of which is very apparent. The 
lines are spaced to an even length, and there are 26 to a page, 
except the first and second, which have, respectively, 30 and 
31. They measure in length 4 J inches, the depth of 26 lines 
varying from 7 to 7I inches. Without signatures, folios, catch- 
words, or printed initials. 



No. 103. — Missale ad usum Sarum. — Exaratum Parisius 
IMPENSA OPTIMI viRi GuiLLERMi Caxton. FoUo, Paris, 
4th Dec. 1487. 

The type is the usual church text used for service books. 
In double columns, with head-lines. 

As connected with Caxton, the whole of the interest centres 
in the colophon. 
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fHissalf at hsum 5ar' run 
ctitrnftis tirt tiono / tnagno 
ronammc riatoraium finis 
frlintfc . teiaratum yarisi* 
im])tnga optimi ijin ©ml= 
Ifnnt tCaxlon . 3rte lirro ft 
mbustna idagistn tSiiillri: 
mi iflaunpal . 3nno tiomtni 
m . ff tffifftffi . luihii . Ill) me 
rnnbris. 

This is on the recto of the last leaf, and upon the verso 
13 Caston'a large device. 

Beuakks. — Passing by the great interest which thia i 
has in heing five years earlier in date than the celebrated 
Houen edition, dated October ist, 1492, hitherto considered 
OS the editio princeps, we have to elucidate it in relation to 
Caston. 

It has not, until the discovery of this volume, been aup- 
posed that Caxton employed foreign printers to help him, 
althongh it is well known that his successors did so. In this 
case he used the services of a printer at Paris, whose name 
very seldom appears in typographical annals. Little is known 
of William Maynyal, who is erroneously called, by Panzer, 
George. In 1480, working in conjunction with Ulric Gering, 
the first printer at Paris, he produced " Speculum aureuin," 
as well as " Summa de virtutibus cardinal ibus," both in Roman 
types. Afterwards, he worked alona In 1487, Caxton, not 
having appropriate types of his own, sent instructions to 
Maynyal, of Paris, to print for him the Sahsbury MissaL 
The commission was executed, and Caxton, desirous of asso- 
ciating his press more directly with this issue than by the 
colophon only, which many people might overlook, probably 
designed his " mark " for the purpose of attracting attention. 
It is certainly the earliest dat« at which it has yet been found ; 
and the state of the block, which has fewer breakages than 
any other known example, confirms the priority of this i 
most interesting manner, Since 1484 Caxton had not used ^ 



• ^-^ 



J« 



WttttAU CAXTON. 



wooAcniB', hot jQit it HUb Um§, 14S7, 1m •ppetam fo hi^$ 
foasd iODM OMlor 1ii« pvpoic^ and 1ii« ^Jtaytl Bo9k*^mi 
HiB ^Speeuliim^ $^fj/eu$i wfiii mmiiioiii emU, The mbm 
artist wBf piotMUjr emploj^ to imiga. and angnrra flie nair 

The onljr known eopj b in flie poiMMbm of TT. X I^ 
Efq., HP., and was fiisi mada kaoim in tlia Aihefuam, 
Maseh axaiy 1874. 



BjkBTBOLomira ra FflOPaufAfiBva snoiL 

TUa work ia auppoaad to hara baan printod bjr CSaxton, al 
Cokgna, on tha akangOi of a atatomant 1^ Wjnkaa da Woida. 
AMf howarar, thia prfntor baa p arp a to ato d tha moafc eoiioiia 
eottiiadietiona and mia-aftatomania ii manj of Ua pidogoei 
and colophoniy it iaama mora flian protxiUa iliat he blnndeied 
hare alaOi aa no connection whaterer can Ve traced between 
the typographical cuiioma of Caxton and those of the Cologne 
school ; nor does any copy of ** Bartholomeua " exist which can, 
with any show of reason, be attributed to Caxton's press* 

For further remarks on thia sntgect, see page 64. 



TlJK MeTAMORraOSES OF OviO. 

In the Pepysian lil^rary, Cambridge (2124) is an Englisb 
mannscript of the fift«;enth century, not improbably Caxton's 
autograph, and consisting of the Tenth, Elerenth, Twelfth, 
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Books of Grid's Meta- 
morphoses, Each book in the manuscript begins with a red- 
ink title, the first being ; — 

" Here followcth the || xth booke of Ouyde || wherof the 
first fa II ble is of the mari || age of Orpheus || and Erudice his 
lo II ue , Cnf p^m*^/' 

For an imitation of this paragraph see Dibdin's Tyip, ArU.^ 
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voL i, page 14. At the end of the yolume is the following 
colophon : — 

" Translated and fynysshed by me William Caxton at West- 
mestre the xxij day of Apryll / the yere of our lord m . iiij*^ 
iiij** And the xx yere of the Regne of kyng Edward the 
fourth." 

Now Caxton, from what we know of his disposition, would 
never have begun a translation in the middle of a book. He 
therefore, no doubt, translated the former nine books also. 
But all Caxton's translations, and especially in the busy time 
of 1480, were made for the press. There seems, therefore, 
good reason to believe that the Metamorphoses were printed 
also by Caxton, although unfortunately no fragment of such 
a work is at present known. 

It seems nqt unlikely that the Pepysian MS. is in Caxton's 
own autograph. 



The Life and Miracles op Robert Earl op Oxford. 

In the preface to "The Four Sons of Aymon," Caxton 
says, " Therefore late at the request and commandment of the 
right noble and virtuous Earl, John, Earl of Oxford, my good 
singular and especial lord I reduced and translated out of 
French into our maternal and English tongue the life of one 
of his predecessors named Robert Earl of Oxford tofore said, 
with divers and many great miracles which god showed for 
him as well in his life as after his death as is showed all along 
in his said book." 

Having translated this Life, it is not improbable that Caxton 
also printed it. 



A Ballad. 

" The small fragment of an unknown work," preserved among 
some old ballads in the British Museum (643. m.) and de- 

2 A 
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scribed by Sir Henry EUia, and Dr. Dibdin in Typ. Ant., toL i, 
page 359, is a portion of the " Cook's Tale," from Caxton's first 
edition of Chaucer's " Canterbury Tales." 



Several works, such as "Statuta" (probably Machlinia'e), 
"Lyndrwode'b Conbtitotionbb," "Thb Ldcidaby," "As 
AcciDENOB," and others, have been by various vmters in- 
cluded among the books issued by Caxtoo, but in all cases 
erroneously. 




THE COMPARATIVE RARITY OF BOOKS PRINTED ] 
BY CAXTON, 

eeOTTl.NG THE NDMBEB OF COPIES OP EACH WORK 
KNOWN TO KXIsr, 



- Brass, Temple of . . frag. 
Book of Conrtasy, 2nd edit. ■ fra^. 

- Directorium Sacerdotum, ^io.fmg. 
Hone, ist edition . , .frag. 
Ditto, and ditto . . /™ff. 
Ditto, 3rd ditto , . . frag. 

- Indulgence— SistuB IV . frag- 

Anslida and Arcyte. . . i 






endi 



- Ajmon, Four Sons of . .1 

Blanchardin and Eglantine . I 
•Book of Conrtesy, let edition . 1 

■ Catho, Pmvuh et Magnus, let 

edition, ^to . , .1 
Ditto, ditto, and edition, 4to i 

Charles the Great ... I 

• Chorle and the Bird, lat edit. I 

Ditto ditto and ditto : 
Commemorooio beatie Mariie I 
Death-Bed Prayera . . i 

■ Directorium Sacerdotum, folio. 

Ditto ditto ditto and ditto i 
Fifteen Oaa . . . .1 

■ Glass, Temple nt . . , i 

• Horse, Sheep, and Goose, ist edit. { 

Ditto ditto and ditto i^ 

Image of Pity ... I 
Infancia Salvatoris . . .1 

■ Indulgence— Si xtua IV , t 



Another, different . , .1 
Meditaciuns sur les aept Ptenulmea I 
Paris and Vianne . , .1 

>Fiuitteriimi , . , . i 
Quatre derrennierea Choaes . I 
Eejnard the Fox, and edition i 
■StanaPuer . . , .1 

Servitiuto de Tianafiguratione . I 
Sex LitterEH . . . . i 
Viaitatio MariiB Virginia . . I 
Advertiaement, An . . .a 

- Arthur, Life of King . . a 
Catho, Parma et Magnua, folio, 

3rd edition , . .a 
Curial, The . . . .a 

- Gourernal of Health . , z 
Indulgence, 1481 . . 2 
Propositio Johannia RuhbcU . x 
Sttona, Gnl. de . . ,1 

■ .,^op, Fables of . 
Art and Craft . 
Curia Sapicntice 
Dictea and Sayings, 2nd edition 

■ Geod Mannem, Book of 
Jason, Iiea SaXs du . 
Moral ProTerba . 
Saint Winifred, Life of 



V 


^^ 
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oI.^i™i 


s 




kDon 


•FeBtial, The, iBt edition . 4 


Cordial . . . - ( W 


Ehodea, Siege of . . 4 


■ Golden Legend, 3rd edition . 10 


■ SUtntBB of Hemy Til . 4 


Katherine, Life of St, . . la 


Troilus and Creaide ... 4 




VocabuUrj .... 4 


Godfrey of Boloyn . . 11 


. Golden Legend, and edition . 5 




Pilgrimage of the Soul . 5 
■Four Sennona, and edition , 5 
Keynard the Foi, Ist edition . 5 


Caton U 

Chaatiaing of God'e Children H 
CbeBa,GameandPlayof,2ndedit.ia ' 


- Chroniclea of England, 1480 . 11^ 


■Diver* Ghofltly Mattera . . 6 


■ Desoriptianof BritMn . . tl^ 


■ ■ Festifll, The, lod edition . 6 


Mirrour of the World, 2nd edit. 12 


^^■^ Juon, The Life of . .6 
^^H" Kmght of the Tower . 6 


■ Dictas and Sayings, irt edition 13 


^^^BBecueil, Le .... 6 


Mirrour of the World, IBt edit. IJ 


^^ -Dhromdes of England, Md edit. J 


Boethiua 16 


Dictea and Sayings, 3rd edition 7 






Confeeaio Amantia . , 17 


Life of our Lady. . . S 
■ Royal Book .... 8 


EnejdoB . . . . tS 


Treatise of Love ... 8 


■Recuyell, The . . . . so 


k .CanterburyTalea, latedition. 9 


FajtB of AnnB . . .21 


^^^H Ditto 2nd ditto . 9 




^^^L Doctrinal of Sapience . 9 


Tnlly o£ Old Ago, &0. . . 22 | 


^^^B Four Sermons, 1st edition 9 




^^^f OhesB, Game and Flay of, 1st cd. lo 


• Golden Legend, let edition '^MMH 


^^H The Tender who esamines tli 


is list may well be astonished ' 


^^^H ftt tLe number here given of unique Caxtous. Out of 102 works 


^^^B sbove enumerated, no less than 


38 are known to ua by single 


^^^H copies, 01 by fragments only. 


The fact ia almost incredible 


^^^H even to those most conversant 


with the rarities of the West- | 


^^^H minster Press ; and the question naturally arises-^If alx>ut '. 


^^H one-third of Caxton's issue hag heen nearly destroyed, how 1 




^^^1 learn the existence! A glan 


e at the titles of the unisaet J 
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will show that the books most liable to destruction, probably 
owing in part to their being much used, and in part to the 
destructiveness of religious sectarianism, are those, directly or 
indirectly, of an ecclesiastical character — such as " Horse," 
"Psalters," " Meditacions," &c. School-books also, such as 
the "Stans Puer," "Catho," &c., are always difficult of pre- 
servation. On the other hand, there seems no especial reason 
for the almost total destruction of such works as the romances 
of "King Arthur," "The Four Sons of Aymon," "Blanch- 
ardin," " Charles the Great," the second edition of " Keynard," 
or the various short poems in quarto. 

The greatest number of copies ever brought together is 
83, being the number now in the British Museum; but of 
these 25 are duplicates, leaving the number of works 58, of 
which three are mere fragments. The Caxtons in Earl 
Spencer's Library, although numerically less than those of the 
National Library, make nevertheless a more complete collec- 
tion, and embrace 57 separate worka Other Libraries come 
far behind these two. The Public Library, Cambridge, has 
42 separate works, a total considerably augmented by the 
numerous unique pieces of poetry in quarto. The Bodleian 
has 34 separate works, and the Duke of Devonshire 25. 
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